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SEASON NID GEN NID Nee GND AEN ATE SAA 
M. DE L’EcLUSE’s PREFACE. 


H E Memoirs of Sully have always 

been ranked among the bet hooks 

we have. This truth being eftablifh- 
ed long ago, by the judgement of all our good 
critics, and of all the lovers of literature, I 
may fave myfelf the trouble of a difcuflion, 
ufelefs to thofe who know the book. 

With regard to thofe who have never read 
thefe Memoirs, it is fuficient to give them an 
idea of the work, to fay, that they comprehend 
the hiftory of what paffed from the peace in 
1570, to the firft year of Lewis XIII. that is 
. to fay, the fpace of more than forty years; a 
period that has furnifhed the moft copious mat- 
ter to the hiftorians of our monarchy ; and that 
they treat of the reign, or, to fpesk more pro- 
perly, of almoft the whole life of Henry the 
Great. Thefe Memoirs prefuppofe, indeed, 
fome knowledge of the preceding troubles, 
which are only occafionally mentioned ; but 
they difplay all the fucceeding events in the 
moit minute detail. Events equally numerous 
and diverfified ; wars, foreign and civil ; inter- 
efts of ftate and religion; mafterpieces of ftate- 
adminiftration ; unexpected difcoveries; eForts 
of ambition ; ftratagems of policy; embailics 
and negotiations; are allto be found here, 
and are but a part of what the book contains. 

The Memoirs of Sully derive another, per- 
haps a ftill greater value, from aninfinitude of 
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more particular recitals, which are not the pro~ 
vince of hiltory, but an advantage peculiar to 
memoirs. They admit a multiplicity of fub- 
jects, and all the variety of incidents which 
one pleales to introduce; and, moreover, they 
are not fubjected to the yoke that neceflity has 
impofed upon hiftory, to omit nothing of 
thole over-general things, in writing of which 
a man feels himfelf perfectly difgutted. 
Would one give a thorough knowledge of 
the prince he is about to fpeak of ? The pic- 
ture of his private life muft inceflantly be com- 
pared with that of his public hte. He muft 
exhibit him in the midft of his courtiers, with 
his domeftics, in the moments when he obferves 
himfelf leaft ; and eftablifh his character by his 
letters and his converiation. The paflions de- 
lineate themfelves better by a fimple word, re- 
lated as it was originally fpeken, than by 
all the art which an hiftorian can employ. This 
idea of memoirs is fo perfectly anfwered by 
thofe of Sully, with regard to the prince who 
is the principal fubje& “of them, that it is not 
till after having read them, that one truly knows 
Fiennyel Va What they exhibit to us of this 
great prince, in his good as well as his bad for- 
tune, viewed as a private man or a king, as a 
warrior or as a politician; in fine, as a hufband, 
father, friend, &c. is marked with traits fo 
fenfible, that one cannot keep himfelf from 
being interefted in the particularities of his life, 
even the moft indifferent. At the moft, i can 
only except tome military details, perhaps a 
little 
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little too frequent in the beginning of the 
work, and a fmall number of others lefs plea- 
fing; tho’ otherwife thefe recitals are always 
conneéted with the public affairs, and diverti- 
fied, like all che reft, with the part which was 
borne inthem by the Duke of Sully. 

He is, fo tofpeak, the fecond actor; and 
this double action makes no breach in the u- 
nity of intereft, if I may here be permitted this 
expreflion, becaufe that this minifter fays al- 
moft nothing of himfelf, which has not fome 
relation to the ftate, or to the perfon of his 
mafter. The reader will, doublefs, he plea- 
fed to know what judgement was formed of 
thefe Memoirs when they firft began to fee the 
light ; and I fhall give him information from 
the author of an oid difcourfe, to be found a- 
mong the MSS. (vol. 9590.) of the King’s li- 
brary. ‘* One of the moft beautiful images of 
“ human prudence and fidelity,” fays he, “is to 
« be found in the account left to the public 
“ by the Duke of Sully, in thefe two volumes, 
s“ of the nature of the counfels he had given, 
“and of the number of the fervices he had 
s“ done, to his King and benefactor, as well for 
« the particular glory of his perfon, as forthe 
“< profperity of his kingdom. And, in truth, 
“c the fortune of Henry the Great, and the vir- 
“ tue of his prime minifter, are two things 
““ which appear alternately, or more pr oper rly 5 
« go hand in hand. The minifter, in this 
gE work, ferves and obliges the King, in all the 
À ways that a great prince can receive fervice 
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“or obligation from a fubje&, with his hand» 
‘his courage, his fword, and even with his 
« blood, and his wounds, by his valour or 
‘ difcretion, as occafion required. But he 
< particularly ferved him in his council and ca- 
‘ binet, with the greateft geod fenfe and moft 
e quick-fighted penetration, the moft uncom- 
‘mon dilintereftednefs and the moft fingular 
‘fincerity, that has ever been known in the 
« hiftories, either of our own or of other 
mea@idnientiesi”? 
lt is natural, in the reign of a prince like 
Fery I V mto duok for great generals, pro- 
found politicians, and able minifters ; but what 
muft furprife us is,to find in the fame perfon, 
the warrior, the politician, the wife manager 
of bufinefs, the fure and fevere friend, as weil 
as the intimate confident and favourite of his 
matter. And what muft appear {till more un- 
common, is to fee,in a work where the actions 
of two fuch extraordinary perfons are collect- 
ed after their deaths, a great king reduced te 
conquer his own kingdom, occupied with a 
minitter in his way, Tot lefs great, in contri- 
ving means to make his undertakings fuccefs- 
ful; labouring afterwards, in concert with 
bine to render this fame kingdom not only 
peaceable but flourifhing, regulating the fi- 
nances, founding trade, eftablithing the po- 
lice, and, in fhort, recovering every pare of 
the government {rom cenfufion. 
In this wort: therefore are comprifed two il- 
Iufirious lives, mutually accompanying, eñ- 
i lightening, 
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Po ang; and embellifhing one another ; that 
of aking, and that of a minifter, his confident, 
nearly of the fame age, carried on from the in- 
fancy of both to the death of the firit, and to 
the time when the fecond faw himfelf remo- 
ved from the management of affairs. 

Add to this; that thefe Memoirs of Sully 
are yet further recommended by excellent 
principles of morality, by civil and political 
maxims derived from truth, and by an inf- 
nite number of views, projects, and regula- 
tions, of almoft every kind, with which they 
arewnilled. “** Healone,” (fays the: fame co- 
temporary author, fpeaking of the Duke of 
Sully) “ firit difcovered the union of two 
‘ things, which our fathers not only could 
“ notaccommodate, but even imagined utterly 
“ incompatible ; the increafe of the King’s re- 
“« venue, and the eafe and relief of the peo- 
“ple. Hie that would have an idea of a good 
“ jubjectand an incorruptible minifter of ftate, 
“mult look for it in this picture, where 
“ he will fee ceconomy in its beft light, and 
«< policy in all its advantages ; the art of u- 
sc fing and the art of gaining power; the 
fcience of reigning as a man, and that of 
* reigning as a king ; the fineft inftru€tions 
and the richett examples of morality are 
here exhaufted, and the whole fupported 
“© and adorned by a knowledge of every 
thing, from the higheft arts, to mecha- 
nic occupations.” 

I fay it again, that as far as I know, the fe- 
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vereft critics are not at this very day of a much 
different way of thinking. One need only con- 
fult the Abbot Le Laboureur, in his additions 
to the Memoirs of Caftlenau, vol. 2. book 2. 
p- 687.; Father Le-Long ; anda multitude 
of modern writers : for who is there that does 
not cite with eulogiums the Memoirs of Sul- 
ly, as the firft political creatife that has fhewn 
us the real power of this kingdom, that con- 
rains almoft all that has been done by Riche- 
lieu, Mazarine, and Colbert; and which, in 
a word, is to be confidered as the moit proper 
{chool of the art of government ? 


In the remaining part of the preface, the French 
editor gives a particular account of his edition, 
and of the various editions which Sul’y’s Me- 
moirs have borne in France, But as this weuld 
afford very little infiruction or entertainment to 
any reader, it bas been thought proper to drep 
it altogether. 
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SUMMARY of the BOOKS contain- 
cd in the FIRST VOLUME. 


SUMMARY of BOOK I. 


a ALmoirs from the year 1570 to 1580. State 
i of affairs in the council of France, and thofe 
of the Calvinifts, at the peace of 1570. Rofny’s 
extraction, and anecdotes of the houte of Bethune. 
Some account of the birth, education, and early 
years of the Prince of Navarre. Idea of the go- 
vernment under Henry HM. Francis lI. and during 
the firft years of the reign of Charles IX. Artifice 
of Queen Catharine of Medicis to ruin the Hugue- 
nots. Rofny engages himfelf in the fervice of the 
King ot Navarre, and follows him to Paris. Death 
of the Queen of Navarre. The wounding of Ad- 
miral Coligny, and other caufes of fufpicion which 
the court gave to the Proteftants. Profound difi- 
mulation of Charles IX. Maffacre of St. Bartho- 
lomew; a particular relation of this event. Obfer- 
vations and reflections upon it. The conduct of 
Charles IX. and Admiral Coligny. In what manner 
the King of Navarre and Rofny efcaped being maf- 
facred. Education of Rofny, The Calviniits re- 
fume courage and retrieve their affairs. Flight of 
the Prince of Condé. Imprifonmert of the princes. 
he infurre€tion of Shrove ‘Tuefday. Death of 
Charles IX. His character. Henry II. returns to 
France, and declares war againft the Huguenots. 
Flight of Monticur and the King of Navarre. The 
Queen mother deceives them by the peace called 
tne peace of Monyeur. ‘The war is renewed, Mi- 
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litary rencounters and taking of cities. Rosny’s 
firft exploits in arms. ‘The peace of 1577. Con- 
ferences between the Queen-mother and the King 
of Navarre. More military expeditions. ‘Taking 
of Cahors, &c. Faults committed by R ofny. 


SUMMARY of BOOK II. 


Memoirs from the year 1580 to the year 1587. 
Affairs of Flanders, 'The United Provinces offer 
their crown to Monfieur: he goes to Holland ; 
Rofny attends him, The taking of Cateau-Cam- 
brefis, &c. Montieur furprifes the citadel of Cam- 
bray: he goes to Fngland ; returns to France; is 
hated by the Dutch and the Proteftants, on ac- 
count of the treachery attempted by him at Ant- 
werp; difconcerted by the Prince of Orange. kof- 
Y diffatisfied with Monficur, who finding all his 
chemes blafted, returns to France. Rofny returns 
likewife, after having vilited the city of Bethune. 
Spain makes offers to the King of Navarre. Rof- 
ny fent to the court of France by the King of Na- 
varre: he vilits Monfieur. Death of that prince. 
Rofny’s fecond journey to Paris, and negotiation 
there: his marriage. Domeftic employments. Ori- 
gin, formation, and progre(s of the league. Hen- 
ry ae joins the league againft the King of Navarre. 
Divifions in the Calvinift{ party; the views of its 
chiefs. Rofny is again fent to Paris by the King 

£ Navarre, to obferve the motions of the league. 
An aticmpt upon Angers; fails. A dangerous 
journey taken moin Phe Prince ar Condé in 
extreme peril, The King of Navarre in great per- 
piexitics. Military expeditions, Rofny negotiates 
an alliance beeween the two kings. ‘The taking ct 
‘Palmont, Fontenay, &e. P ofiny gous to vilit ‘andl 
afit his Wire, during the alamity of the plague. 
Fruitlels interviews between the Queen. mother and 
ihe King of Navarre. A feries of military expe 
d IONS, 
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‘ditions. Rofny defeats onc of the enemy’s fqua- 
drons. Other fuccefles of the Calvinifts; a decta- 
red perfecution‘againft them. Madame de Rofny 
in great danger. Rofny’s fecret journey to Paris, 
‘The Duke of Joyenfe leads an army into Poitou, 
and is beat by the King of Navarre at Coutras; a 
particular account of this battle: 


SUMMARY of BOOK III. 


Memoirs from the year 1587 to the year 1590. 
Errors committed by the King of Navarre and the 
yo sid after the pattle of Coutras. Secret de- 
figns of the Prince of Condé, the Count of Soiflons, 

and the Vifcount Turenne. Death of the Prince of 
Gander: obfervations upon his death. ‘lhe battle 
of the Barricades, and the confequences; reilec- 
tions upon this event. The Duke and Cardinal of 
Guife aflafinated ; reflections and objervations on 
this occafion Death Of ‘Catharine de Medicis, 

‘The pufillanimity ot Henry HY, with refpect to the 
league Rofny negotiates a treaty of alan ice be- 
tween the two Kings; the difguft he receives upon 
this occafion, Interview of the two kings. ‘Lhe 
Duke of Mayenne fits down before Tours; milita- 
ry exploits on both fides. Battle of Foffeule, at 
which R ofny is prefent Death of Madame de 
Rofry Military fuccefles of the two kings. Sieve 
of Paris, Death of Henry IIL ; ; particulars of this 
affaffination, Henry IV. afks counfel of Rofny ; 
the perplexing fituation of this prince. Ihe dif 
politions of the feveral officers in the royalift arm 
with refpect to him. Roiny furprifcts Meulan Mi- 
licary expeditions. A particuiar account of; the 
battle of Argues, at which Rolny was prefent. 
Skirmifhes at Pollet. Henry IV. often in danger. 
An attempt upon Paris. Kencounters and fieves 
of different places. Digreffions upon thofe Mce- 
moirs. Siege of Meulan. A Spanilh army in France. 
Rofny defends Pati, ‘Lhe battle of lvry; particu- 
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lars of this battle. Rofny often in great danger ; 
is wounded in feveral places; he is carried by his 
own orders to Rofny : Henry 1V.’s aficctionate be- 
haviour to him there. 


SUMMARY of BOOK IV. 


Memoirs from 1590 to 1592. A mutiny i 
Henry’s army after the battle of Ivry ; dilipatens 
oi the finances, and other caufes of the little ad- 

antages he do from it Cities taken. At- 
— ts on others; difappointed. The taking of 
the fuburbs of Paris ; the liege of the city; parti- 
culars relating to e fiege ; the caufes which obli- 
ged Henry to rraife it. ‘The Prince or Parma leads 
an army thither: his incampment, and other mili- 

ary details. An error committed by Eleni : be 

aen the Prince of Parma to retire. The fiege 
ot Char res. An adventure wherein Rofny is in 
danger of being killed: he retires to Rofny in dif- 
content. Succeis of Henry IV.’s arms. Theta- 
king of Corbie, Noyon, &c, An enterprife upon 
Mante. The Duke of Montpenti ter’s expeditions in 
Normandy. Preparations for the fiege of Rouen; 
errors committed at this Rege. Mutual animofities 
between the foldiers and ae of Henry’s army, 
Attacks, affaults, and other particulars of this fiege. 
"Phe Prince of Parma comes again with an < army in- 
to France. The infolence of the canncil of fixteen 
Henry advances to mect the Prineeot Parma A 
enterprife boldly feconded by the Duke of Nevers. 
The battle of Aumale ; particulars of this battle, 
aud oblervations upon ie Henry raifes the fege 
of Koucn: marches, incampmcnis, rencounters, 
and battles, betwixt him and the Prince cf Varma, 
in the neighbourhood of Roucn. Observations up- 
on thefe berths. A glorious exploit of the Prince 
of Puana at the. pafiege of the oane. Tiga oa 
ny retafcs to purfae him: the cinics of this icfu- 
id}; and refltction upom ir. 


SUM- 
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SUMMARY of BOOK V. 

Memoirs from 1592 to 1593. A fuccinct account 
of the State of affairs in the provinces of France du- 
ring the years 1594 and 1592 Intrigucs carried on 
by the Count of Soiffons: his character, An abridg- 
ment of the Duke of Epernon’s hiftory : : his difobe- 
dience; his charaétcr. Several parties formed in the 
fouthern provinces of France: a fhort account of 
what paffed there. The fiege of Villemur. The ficge 
of Eperni, where Marechal! Biron i is flain: his eulo- 
gium. Death of the Prince of Parma. Rofny marries 
again, a retires in difcontent. The caufe of it. 
He intercepts the memoirs of the negotiations be- 
tween Bain and the league. A detail and examen 
of thofe.papers. A third party formed in France : 
the perfons who compofe it; and their views. Henry 
foliows Rofny’s advice. The wife and cautious cen- 
du& obferved by them both. Converfations betwixt 
them, wherein Rofny prevails upon him to change 
his religion. Henry founds the Proteftants upon 
this refolution. Rofny’s conference with Bellozane, 
the two Durets, and Du-Perron. Conditions offer- 
ed by the league to Henry ; with what defign; re- 
jected. ‘The mecting of the ftates of Paris, A ja 

ject of the Prince of Parma’s badly executed. Dif- 
union of the Catholic chiefs in thefe ftates: their 
‘intrigues and artifices to fupplant each other. The 
parliament of Paris publifhes an arret, The zeal 
of its members for the honour of the crown. The 
truce. The great wifdom and ability of Henry in 
profiting of the diffenfions among the chiefs of the 
league Conduct of Villeroi and Jeannin. Rofny 
gives the King very prudent advice- The fiege of 
Dreux ; taken by Rofny’s means. Henry removes 
all obitacles to his converfion, Particulars relating 
to his abjuration. 
SUMMARY of BOOK VI. 

Memoirs from 1593 to 1594. Conduct of Henry 

with regard to the Pope, Spain, the league, and the 
Th uguenots, 
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Huguenots;. after his abjuration. Another truce. 
Artifices of Spain. Barriere’s attempt upon the 
life of Henry. The Jefuits accufed and cieared of 
this crime. ‘Rofay begins a negotiation with admi- 
ral Villars, to difengage him from the party of the 
league. Fefcamp furprifed by a very extraordinary 
method. A difpute raifed about this fort. Several 
cities furrender to Henry. Rofny’s journcy to Rouen: 
a detail of his negotiations with Villars "Lhe cha- 
racter of that governor. kofny is employed by 
Henry to effect a reconciliation betwixt the Duke of 
Montpenfier and the Count of Soiffons, and to break 
off the marriage of the latter with the Princefs Ca- 
tharine. He viiits the Duchefs of Aumale at Anet. 
A farther account of his negotiations with Villars, 
Medavy, and others, The treaty with Villars, after 
many obitacles, concluded. Henry is reccived into 
Paris, Circumftances relating to this reduction. Se- 
veral inftances of the generolfity and clemency of this 
prince. An accommedation with Vilicroi. Rofny’s 
third journey to Rouen, Villars fends away the de- 
puties of Spain and the league. The ceremony with 
which Rouen was furrendered to the King. The 
conditions upon which Rofny confents to receive any 
gratuities. Villars comes to court. An inftance of 
Henry’ s generotity. Lyons fubmits to the! iag not- 
withftanding the endeavours of the Duke de Ne- 
mours tothe contrary. Poitiers, Cambray, and other 
cities do the fame. ‘The taking ‘of La Capelle by the 
Spaniards. The fiege of Laon commences. The af- 
fairs which oblige Rofny to return to Paris: his con- 
verfation with the Cardinal of Bourbon: he fupports 
the Jefuits in their procefs with the univerfity and 
curates of Paris: he returns to EIS fiege of aone 
farther account of the fiege. Henry’s indcfatigable 
labours there. A great convoy of Spaniards defeat- 
ed by Biron. Rofny pr efent at this rencounter, The 
King difpleated with Biron. The Spaniards endea- 
vour in vain to throw fupplics into Laon, 

I ym 


I Durty I 
BRISEOLO CHANA EL 


ie 
p GpordES | 
f 


CH 2 A VEL Read ead. 
UME Rear k 


be $ 
Jee a 


pie eee a 
Co; 


Tilsan ree yar E Cenk wee 


poner Geer, 
Sate FY nh Ye. 


tant! 


a ac 
ae a Ria coe 

avai’? detmi A Dose 
BA yn EASA 


ime iy visita 


The aittre sce 


———. ee 4 
Her AR ARBOUR [ona 


f meau a 
A A. 
Je 


| Sdrrmenirr <u 


LAV 


let Mecha s 


sitider Hiter ut tion 


ats Q 


etA? 


preder a A 2 
j 
2 Va 
i ~ 


£ Hos teases Drofa “ap 


Claron ye 
Partie Mawr TA 


! ANG/ovmors 
a Koola 


PIPEN 
af etes a A 
rint Hine! 2 
iguceee ui 
he rooRnRn{ +> 


RJ f fen abil Gen 
Sra “is 
a toy, 


3 eee 


tte 
lera | 2» they Pea 
A New and 
AccenaTH MAP: 
FRA 
N oth a m 
AQUISITIONS 
Compolial 
man thy ditor? Sweveys 
hap sret. ty the nu approvo H 
$ onutern Mapa è i harts s 
fh PReyetatedd by elstans rere] 


Bhiigraved by AUS alba Fox bh 


DWAT SAE 


= 


-t E 
Die. Bi whieh bfreneh Leagues Bd u Leoree 
2 m 


rahe 
BEDRENA Molins 


q be Sa NEO (arenes, 


cond Higbon erty 


ye 
Fakon: 


e 


Ga 


uray” 
“Namur 


A 
f Pagament? — LR Y 


N Kore 
Voi N Bef AP Lenie 


Reni Me Nevers 
Ma 


Honet fe No 


WAN St 


{RBONNOIS 


My 
«a Marche 2 > ia A 


ay WA 
: Pes be Ne 
Bigs APN ONS rE nen A 
a - oa terns D 
F Sinaine A 
ratr 


Sele Cyinite 


pe E 


wee 


s 


De 
pignan 
Ly 
oe 


Oe 
NOE J Be 
E7 i A 

aN Sitarninegt 

rs Fores ERA Mer 

ngia Fargam a NES Y 


LAY fret 
US m e harar 
E te 
Ka Den KA 
Svina 


hae le 


ge ere 
9 


Lol Sebastes 


Oe 2trdaritas 


Er hiked 
1m 
= 


East \Lengsinde fiom 


endo 
os 


—— 


- -_ 
e 


o KEREY Sierrei EERE TA 


s, An $ 
2 T riagh OA & 
T Sor bat 


Co AT ee S, z Smee e ITS oem nr 
As saat a CNR SON BSCR RAE ROR 


AG Me Oe I Uk AG 


OF 


ite Teel, EF) Yt 


AEEEEE ELE EELS EEL EEE ED EL b EL PELE heh hop 


BOOK 1. 


HE court of Charles IX. flattered itfel5 
that the calamities which had happened 
to the Reformed under the preceding 
reigns, would finally compel them either 

to fubmit to the will of the King, or to abandon 
the kingdom. The death of the Prince of Conde * 

their chief, the lofs of two great battles}, the utter 
difperfion of their foldiers, and the fimall likelihood 
of ever being able to reinfpire with vigour the fee- 
ble remains of troops difpirited by a long feries of 
ill fuccefs, all confpired to make the court believe, 
that their ruin was now become unavoidable +. But 


* Lewis I. brother of Anthony King of Navarre, and fon of 
Charles of Bourbon, Duke of Vendome. He was taken prifoner ad 
the battle of Jarnee i in the 15659, and murdered by a piftol fhot in the 
back part of hi- head, by the Baron de Montefquieu. The Dukecf 
Anjou was accufed of having ordered this gentleman to allaffinate the 
Prince of Concé. 

+ Jarnac and Moncontour. 

t The reader mult always remember, that the auchor of thefe Me- 
moirs was a Protegant, 
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a courage fuperior to all events, fupported them 
in circumftances fo depreffing. ‘They recollected 
their foldiers, who were difperfed all over the pro- 
vinces; and they began again to draw near to Bur- 
gundy, Bourbon, and Berry. La Charité was ap- 
pointed for the place of their general rendezvous ; 
Vezelai, and fome other towns in that neighbour- 
hood, were {till in their interefts. They had even 
the boldnefs to promife themfelves, they fhould 
{pread the alarm as far as Paris, as foon as they 
received a confiderable fupply of horfe and foot, 
which they were made to expect from Germany. 
The notice of this gave a good deal of inquie- 
tude to the Queen-mother, Catherine de Medicis. 
She imagined, however, that it would be eafy to 
hinder this junction, and afterwards to difperfe 
troops which fhe believed to be already under con- 
fternation. For this purpofe fhe ordered a mighty 
army to be put in motion. Strozzy, La Chatre, 
‘Pavannes *, La Valette, and all the general officers 
in France, were defirous of ferving in it; and the 
Marechal de Cofsé, who was to have thon 
mand, was intoxicated with the glory he fhould 
acquire, by exterminating even to the very laft 
Huguenot foldier, and bringing the chiefs of the 
party bound hand and foot to the Queen-mother. 
He very foon altered his fentiments. The Prote- 
itant army received him with intrepidity; they 
were always the firft to offer the battle; in the ikir- 


4 


* T-vannes, a marechal of France, had been page to Francis T, 
and was at that time one of the counfellors and corfidents of Cithe- 
rine de Medicis. “ In the night of St. Bartholomew,” fays the au- 
thor of the Henriade, * le ran through the flreets of Paris, ciying, 
“ Let blood; let blood; bleeding is as good in the month of Auguft 
“asin May. His fon, who has written his m-moirs, relates, that 
« his father, when on his deathbed, made a general confeffion af the 
«© fins of his life: after which his confeffer faying to him, with an 
t air of attunifhment, Why! you fpeak not a word of St. Bartholo- 
“ mew. Í look upon that,” replied the Marefchal, ‘as a meritoricus 
“action, which ought to atone fur all the fins I have ever commit- 
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mifhes, which were frequent, the advantage was 
wholly on their fide; and they even obtained a 
fortof victory at the encounter of Arnai-le-duc *, 
So much obftinacy convinced the Queen-mother, 
that to fubdue the Proteftant party, fhe muft have 
recourfe to other meafures than war. ‘Treachery 
appeared to her the fureft method ; and, in order 
to have time to concert it, fhe liftenedfo favourably 
to propofals of an accommodation, that a peace 
was concluded when it wasleaf{t expected, and upon 
conditions perfectly advantageous for the Hugue- 
nots. ‘This was the peace of 1570 ¢. After which, 
during the fpace of two years, each party taftedl 
the fweets of arepofe, that had been equally defi- 
red by both. 

My father f retired to his houfe of Rofny, and 


* It was thought, that the Marechal de Cofsé would beat the Hu- 
guenot army, or at Jeait prevent its approaching Paris. He did nei- 
ther; onthe contrary, he was obliged to retreat after a very brifk 
¢nconnter, and from thenceforward contented himfelf with watching 
the motions of the enemy. In this fight the Calvinifts were com- 
manded by the Prince of Navarre, and the prince of Conde, his cou~ 
fin german, the ove fixteen, the other feventeen years of age, and 
by the Admiral de Coligny. (Matthieu, vol, x. book 5. p. 317. re- 
lates thefe words of Henry IV. after he had mounted the throne. 
Speaking of this encounter uf Arnai-le-duc; ‘“ My firft exploits in 
«t arms,” faid this prince, “* were at Rene-le-duc, where the queftion 
s was, Whether I fhould fight or retire? I had no retreat nearer 
«c than forty miles; and if 1 ftaid, I fhould be at the difcretion of 
** the peafants. By fighting, I ran the risk of being taken or flain ; 
st for I had no artillery, and the King’s forces had. A cavalier was 
‘¢ killed within ten paces of me bya fhot from a culverin, Ree 
* commending the fuccefs of tnat day to Goi, he made it favours 
“ able and happy.’ In this fame year the Huguenots ga‘ned the 
battle of Luçon, and took Marennes, the ifle of Oleron, Brouage. 
Xaintes, &c. 

+ By this treaty of peace, they were put in poffeffion of many prie 
vileges of which they had been deprived. The number of their 
churches was augmented, atid four cities were given them for fecuri- 
ty, viz. }a Rochelle, Mountauban, Cognac, and La Charité. This 
peace, which was figned Aug. 11, was called “the lame and ill- 
€ founded peace, becaufe it was concluded, in name of the King, 
by Biron, who was lame, and by N, de Meimes, Lord of Mallaffiefe, 
which in French fignifies iX. funded, 

4 Francis de Bethune, Baron de Rofny, who died in 1575, 
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employed himfelf in fettling his domeftic affairs. As 
it is the hiftory of my own life, jointly with that of 
the prince whom I ferved, that is to make the fub- 
ject of thefe memoirs, I ought to give fome account 
of my family and perfon. While in this I indulge 
the curiofity of the public, I beg it would be belie- 
ved, that L do it without any vanity or affectation, 
It is the obligation I am under to adhere ftridily to 
truth, that induces me to relate every thing that 
will appear advantageous to me in this place, or in 
the progrefs of my memoirs. 

Maximilian is my Chriftian name, and Bethune 
that of my family, which derives its origin, by the 
houfe of Coucy, from the ancient houfe of Auftria, 
which is diftinct from the prefent houfe of Auftria 
that is in poflefiion of theempire of Germany, and 
the two Spains. ‘This laft is defcended only from 
the Counts of Habtburg and Quiburg, private gen- 
tlemen, who three hundred years ago were in the 
pay of the cities of Strafburg, Bafil, and Zurich, 
and would have counted it their high honour to 
have been ftewards to fuch a prince as the King of 
France; fince Raoul, chief of this fecond houte of 
Auftria, was in a fimilar office under Ottocar King 
of Bohemia. But it is from the fon of this Raoul 
that the new ftock of Auftria properly begins, for 
he took the name of Auftria inftead of his own. 

The houfe of Bethune (which has given its name 
to a city of Flanders, and from whence iflued the 
counts that anciently governed that province) boafts 
of one Robert de Bethune, patron * of the church 
of Arras, whofe father and grandfather, bearing 
alfo the name of Robert, were declared protectors 
of the province of Artois. One of thefe two Ro- 
berts de Bethune, fignalized himfelf in France, by 
the taking of La Reche-vandais, a place of ftrength 


* The title of patron of the church was then fo noble, that many 
fuvercigns thought it an honour to be diftinguithed by it. 
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upon the confines of Auvergne, whither the rebel 
Emerigot Marcel had retired; and the other in the 
wars of Sicily, by killing, with his own hand, the 
tyrant Mainfroy, in prefcnce of the two armies. 
In reward of which fervice, Charles of Anjou, the 
rival of Mainfroy, very juftly gave him his daughter 
Catherine in marriage. They mention a fourth 
Robert de Bethune, who gained a fea- fight over the 
infidels in the Mediterranean. In the church, 

James de Bethune, Bifhop of Cambray, at the time 
of the croifade of the Albigeois; and a John de Be- 
thune, Abbot of Anchin near Valenciennes, who 
died in the year 1250, with the character of fanc- 
tity, and whofe relics ave revered as thofe of a mar- 
tyr. The hiftory of the croifades has taken notice 
of thofe of the family who diftinguifhed themfelves 
at the taking of Jerufalem, by being the firft that 
mounted the breach. Antony and Coéfne de Be- 
thune, treading the fteps of their anceftors, were 
alfo the firt who mounted the ftandard upon the 
walls of Conftantinop!e, when Baldwin. Count of 
Flanders, carried this capital from Alexis Comne- 
nus; and Coéfne obtained the government of it. 

Whoever has fuch domeftic examples as thefe, 
cannot recal them too often to his mind, to ani- 
mate himielf to follow them. Happy, if, during 
the courfe of my life, I have been able to demean 
myfelf in fuch a manner, that fo: many illuftrious 
men need not difdain to acknowledge me, and that 
I need not inyfelf blufh at being defcended from 
them. 

In progrefs of time the houfe of Bethune increa- 
fed yet more in eminence. It allied itfelf with al- 
moft all the fovereign houfes in Europe; it entered 
into that of Auftria; and to conclude with what 
does it infinitely more honour, the auguft houfe of 
Bourbon did not contemn its alliance. 

But Lought alfo to acknowledge, that the branch 
from which I am defcended, had then loft much of 

its 
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irs primitive fplendor. 'Fhis branch is the iffue of 
a younger brother, and the leaft fubftantial of all 
thofe who have borne this name. The eldeft branch 
having three times fallen into the female line, all 
the great eftates it poffeffed in different parts of 
Europe, did not go to the collateral branches, but 
went with the daughters to the royal houfes they 
married into. 

My particular anceftors, by marrying advanta- 
geoufly, did not fail to reftore to their branch what 
was wanting to enable it to fupport the name with 
dignity: but all thefe riches were almoft entirely 
diflipated by the bad management and prodigality 
of my grandfather, who left nothing to his fon, 
who is my father, but the eftate of Anne de Melun 
his wife, of which it was not in his power to deprive 
him. 

As to my perfonal concerns: at the time which. 
I fpeak of, I entered into my eleventh year, being 
born the 13th of December 1560. Although I 
was only the fecond of four male children that my 
father had, yet the natural indifpofitions of my 
eldeft brother made my father look upon me as him 
who muft be head of his family; and all the marks 
of a ftrong complexion argued with him {till more 
in my favour. My parents ‘bred me in the opinions 
and doétrines of the reformed, and I have conti- 
nued conftantly in the profeffion of them: neither 
threats, promifes, diverfity of events, not even the 
change of.the King my protector, joined to his moft 
tender KEE A have ever been able to make 
me renounce them. 

Henry King of Navarre *, who wiH have the 

principal 


* The houfe of Bourbon, (fays Voltaire, in his effay on the civil 
wars), trom Lewis IX, to Henry IV. had been almot always ne- 
gle&ted 3 and was reditced to fuch poverty, that the famous Prince of 
Condé, brother to Antony King of Navarre, and uncle to Henry the 
Great, had no more than 6co livres a-year fur his patrimony. Tut 
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principal fhare in thefe memoirs, was feven years 
older than I, and when the peace of 1570 was con- 
cluded, entered into his eighteenth year *. A ge- 
nerous, open, and engaging countenance ; an cafy, 
blithe, and {prightly manner: and a fingular ad- 
drefs in all the exercifes peculiar to his age, incli- 
ned all hearts to fide with him. He began early + to 
give indications of the great talents for war, which 
have fo highly diftinguifhed him among other prin- 
ces. Vigorous and indefatigable, (thanks to the edu- 


Matthieu (Hif. of Hen. IV. vol. 2. p. 1. & 2.) tellsus, that the houfe 
of Bourbon was then in pofleffi n of a revenue of more than 32o coo 
livres a year in lands only, which was at that time thought a very 
ample fortune. It is certain, that this wes all it pof fled of rhe an- 
cient chate of Bourbon, or even of the hovfe of Manc:de, the ma- 
ternal flock 5 the eftstes of thefe two houfes, which came by very o- 
pulent- and illeftrious alliances, being alienated to purchafe the vif- 
county of Narbonne, See Cayet’s new chron, vol. 1. book 1. p. 237. 


* He was born at Pau in Bearn, Dec. 13. 1553. Perefixe relites 
fome very curious particulars concerning his birth, Henry d’Aloret, 
his grandfather, made his daughter prumife to fing a fong to him 
while the was in Jabcur; in order, faid he, that you may bring mea 
child that will neither weep nur make wry faces. The princefs pro- 
mifed, and had fo much courzge as, in the midft of ber pains, te 
keep her word; and fang a fong in Bearnuis, her own ccuntry lan- 
guage, as foon as fhe heard her father entered her chamber. The 
child came into the world without weeping or crying. His grand- 
father carried him to his own apartinent; rubbed his litt!e lips with 
a clove of gartick, and made rim fuck a drop of wine out of a gold 
cup, in order to render his conftitution ftrong and vigorous, Derefixe,. 
pP. I. Cayet, vol, 1, book 1. p. 241. ' 


+ This young prince, when only thirteen vears of age, had julge- 
men odifcern the faults of the Prince of Condé, and the A Imiral 
de Coligny. He was of opinion, and with great juffice, thar, at tie 
great fki-mith ar Loudoun, if the Duke of Anjou had had troops in 
readinefs to attack them, he would have done it: that he cid nut do 
it, but chof to retire, was an evidence of his bad conditior, and 
therefore tiey fhould have attacked him; but this they neglected, 
and fo gave time for all his troops to join him, At the battle of Jar- 
nac, he rep.efznted to them 2s judicioufly, ‘thet they had net a tu- 
vourable opportunity for fighting, becaule the forces of the princes 
were fcattered, and thofe ot the Duke of Anjou all joined: but they 
were too far engaged to retire At the bat.le of Moncontour, when 
he was but fixteen years of age, he cried out, We lofe our advantage, 
and confeguently the baitie, Percf. ibid, : 

cation 


g MEMOIRS Book I. 


cation of his infancy *), labour was his element, and 
he feemed to wait with impatience for occafions of 


* Il- was brought up in the catle of Coarafie in Bearn, fituated 
amidit rocks and mountains. Henry d'Albret would have him clo- 
thed and ted like other children in that country, and even accuftom. 
ed ta run up and down the rocks, It is faid, that his ordinary food 
was brown bread, beef, cheefe, and garlick ; and that he was often 
mode to walk barefoot and bare-headed. Peref. ib. 

Wioile he was in the craddle, he was caled Prince of Viane. A 
Jitcle time after, they gave him the title of Duke of Beaumont, and af- 
terwards that of Prinze of Navarre, The Queen of Navarre, his mo- 
ther, took great care of his education, and aftigne] him for his pre- 
ceptor La Guucherie, a learned man, but a great Calvinitt. 

Having while yet a child been pretented to Henry H. the King 
afiel him, if he would be his-‘fon. He is my father, replied the lit- 
tle Price, pointing to the King of Navarre. Well, faid the King, 
will von bs my fon-in-law thea? Oh, with all my heart, anfwered 
the Prince, From that time his marriage with the Princefs Margaret 
was feticd. At Bayonne, the Duke de Medina, looking earneftly 
at him, tid, This Prince either will, or ought tu be an Emperor. 
Cavet, vôl, 7. book 1. p. 240, 

We fnd in the memoirs of Nevers, fome letters written, in 
1567, by the principal magiftrates of Bourdeaux, that contain feve- 
ral very interc{ting particulars concerning the perfon of young Henry. 
“© We have here the Prince of Bearn, It mult be confeffed, that he 
“isa pretty youth. At the age of thirteen, lie has all the qualities 
<< uf one of ei,hteen or nincteen. He is agreeable, polite, and en- 
*€ gaging, He converfes with every body with an air fo eafy, that he 
«© gccafions a croud to afl.mble where-ever heis. He enters into a 
© converfation like an accompliihed gentleman, {peaks always to the 
“© purpofe ; and, when the court happens to be the fubjeét of difcourfe, 
« st is eafy to fee that he is perfeétly well acquainted with it, and 
“ never fays more nor lefs than he ought, in whatever place he is. 
«< [ mal all my life hate the new religion for having robbed us of fo 
** worthy a fubjett."’ And another, ‘© Though his hair be a little 
©: red, the ladies do not think him the lefs agreeable for that. His 
** face is firely thaped, his nofe neither too largë nor too fmall; his 
e eyes full of fweetnefs, his fkin brown, but very clear; and his 
wade mien anim ited with an uncommon vivacity ; fo that if he 
« js not well with the ladies, he is very mnfurtunate.”’ Again, ** He 
« loves diverfion and good cheer. When he wants money, he has 
<< the addrefs to procure it, and that in a manner quite new, and e- 
*? oyally agreeable tu himfelf as to others, viz. To thofe, whether 
“men or women, whom he believes his fiicnds, he fends a promii- 
tory note, written and figned by himfelf, and prays them to fend 
6 him back the note, or the fum contained in it. Judge, if there 
« bea henfe that can refufe him, It is accounted an honour to have 
é a rote trom this prince, &c.”’ vol. 2. p. 586, 
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acquiring glory. The crown of France not being as 
yet an object upon which his defires could be intent, 
he loved to entertain himfelf with fchemes of reco- 
vering that of Navarre, which Spain had fo unjuft- 
ly ufurped upon his houfe; and he reckoned he 
fhould be able to accomplifh this end, by entertain- 
ing fecret intelligence with the Moors in Spain *. 
The enmity he bore to this power, was manifeft ; 
it was born with him, and he was never at any pains 
to conceal it. He felt his courage heated at the 
relation of the battle of Lepanto +, which was 
fought at this time, fo intenfely, that a fimilar op- 
portunity of fignalizing himfelf againft the infidels, 
became one of his moft ardent wifhes. The vaft 
and fiattering hopes which the diviners agreed in 
making him conceive, were almoit always prefent 
to his mind. He faw the foundation of them ia 
that affection which Charles IX. early entertained 
for him. and which confiderably increafed a {fhort 
time before his death: but as full as he was of 
thefe happy prefages, he laboured to fecond them 
only in fecret, and never difclofed his thoughts to 
any perfon but a {mall number of intimate confi- 
dents, 
In order to form a juft idea, either of the gene- 
ral ftate of affairs in the government of France, or 
of thofe of the young Prince of Navarre in parti- 
cular, and what he might have to hope or fear in 
the times of which we are {peaking, it is necefiaty 
fuccinétly to relate the different fteps taken by the 
miniliry, both before and after the death of the 


* My ewe, faid Henry d'Albret, has brought forth a lion, Fle 
aided trom a fecret prefage, t'at the child w uld revenge him on 
Spain for the injuries fhe had done him. Peref. ib. 


+ Gained this year over the Turks by Don Jobn of Anfria, natu- 
ral for to Charles Y, and generaliffimo of the Spanith and Venedian 
Troops. 
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King of Navarre his father *, flain before Rouen. 
I fhall go back, therefore, to the rupture that 
kindled the war between Henry Il. and Philip IL. 
King of Spain. By which fide foever it was occa- 
fioned, the event was not fo favourable to France, 
as it was convenient for the views of the two men 
who had counfelled it. Thefe were the Conftable 
de Montmorency, and the Duke de Guife, wha 
hoped thefe troubles would furnifh the means of 
reciprocally fupplanting each other. In this war 
there was iufficient employment for both the two. 
‘Lhe Duke of Guife, atthe head of a ftrong army, 
paffed into Italy, where he pastor nies nothing 
worthy his reputation. But the Conftable did a 
great deal worfe. The mof fhining employment, 
which was the command of the army in Flanders, 
he referved for himfelf, and loft St. Quentin, with 
the battle of that name, where he was taken pri- 
foner himfelf. This defeat was followed by that of 
Marfhal Thermes at Gravelines. 

The Duke of Guife faw all his wifhes compleated 
by theʻe unfortunate events. He was recalled from 
Italy to put himfelf fingly at the head of the coun- 
cil and armies, with which he made an acquilition, 
of Calais to France. The Confiable in his prifon 
felt exquifitely this blow ; and to get off to d fend 
his rights at any rate, he treated of a peace with 
Spun. Jt was not indeed honourable for the King 
his mafter, but it releafed him from captivity. He 


* Antony de Bourbon, huSand of Jane d'Albret Queen of Navarre. 
He turned Catholic. M. ds Thon relaes an anecdote of him, 
which we fhalt gwe in t.e words of the anther of the Henriade. 
Fra: cis de Guse, f y+ he, de figned to aflafinste him in the chamber 
of Francis IT. Antony of N varie had a great deal of ccu.ace, tho? 
lis judgement was weak. Ile was inf awl of ihe piot, yer'went 
refolutely inta the chamber where it vzs to be ex cued, If they 
murder me, ‘aid he to Reinfv, ove of his genthmen, take my 
blo dy fir , and carry it to my wife and fon. They will learn from 
my blond what they ouzh to do to revenge me, Francis TL. curt 
not fain hemfelf with thir crimes; and the Duke de Guile, at leaving 
his chamter, cried out, What a poor King have we? ` 

loft 
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loft every thing in the perfon of Henry TI. who was 
{lain * amidit the pomp of the marriage of his daugh- 
ter with the King of Spain, which was the feal of the 
peace. Francis If. who fucceeded him, was young, 
weak, and infirm; and, as he had married the niece 
of the Duke of Guife fs that nobleman came in his 
turn fingly to direct the King and the kingdom. 
Lhe Proteftants could not have fallen into the hands 
of a more cruel enemy. He was bufied in forming 
vaft projects, and meditating the ftrangeft cata- 
ftrophes in France, when he himfelf did partake in 
the viciffitudes of fortune. Francis II failed him; 
a difeafe of the ear t having put an end to the days 
of this prince, in a manner abundantly fudden. 
The reign of Charles IX his brother. yet an infant, 
was fingular in this, that the authority feemed to 
be equally divided amongft the Qneen- mother, the 
princes of the blood, the Guifes, and the Conftable ; 
inafmuch as each of them fecretly headed a fepa- 
rate party The good deftiny of the Duke of Guife 
placed him a fecond time at the head of affairs, by 
the union that Catherine made with him. Upon 
this union fhe even founded the principal part of 
her politics ; and it is pretended the hatred the be- 
gan to fhow towards the princes of Bourbon, had 
agreat {hare init. This averfion arofe from her 
having taken it into her head, upon the faith of an 
aftrologer, that none of the princes her fons fhould 
have ifue; upon which fuppofition the crown muft 
pafs to a branch ofthe houfe of Bourbon. She 
could not refolve to fee itgo out of her family, and 
[therefore] deftined itto the pofterity of her daugh- 
ter, who was married to the Duke of Lorrain. 


* Struck in the eye with the fpitnter of a lance in a turnament, 
where he ran againft the Count ae Mont, omrry, July 10. 1559. 

+ Mory Stuart, Queen of Scotiand, daughter of lam s V King 
of Scotland, ard cf Mary of Lorrain, arine houfe of Gu:fe. 

t The abfcefs thar he had in cidis part turning to a mortification, 
he died Dee 5. 1560, No more was neceflury to raile a fufzicion of 


his having becn puifoned, 
B2 Whatever 
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Whatever there may be in this predilection of 
the Queen-mother *, it is certain it gave birth to 
wo parties in politics as well as religion, which 
began from that moment to fill the kingdom with 
coufufion, horror, and the mott frightful calami- 
ties. 

This terrible ftorm would feem as if it had ga- 
thered to break precifely upon the head of the young 
Prince of Navarre. The King of Navarre, his fa- 
ther, was juft then dead +. His death, indeed, 
left a prince and a king to be head of the reform- 
ed religion in France: but this prince was a child 
of feven years of age, expofed to all the attacks of 
the new council, who acted in concert with the 
Pope, the Emperor, the King of Spain, and all 
the Catholics of Europe In effect, this party ex- 
perienced the moft cruel reverfes ; yet, by the wife 
conduct of its chiefs, and the forward talents of 
young Henry, it fupported itfelf with glory till the 
peace of 1570, at which period thefe Memoirs com- 
mence. 

Prince Henry made ufe of the quiet that was gi- 
ven him, to vifit his eftates, and his government of 
Guyenne: after which he came to fettle in Rochelle, 
with the Qneen of Navarre his mother, the Admi- 


ral de Coligny f, and the principal chiefs of the 


* M.I Abbe le Laboureur, in his additions to the Memoirs of 
Caftlenau, afligns anothcr reafon for Catherine’s hatred to the King 
of Navarre. He affures us, he had reod in fome memoirs, that this 
prince and the Duke d’Alengon being prifoners together, they con{pi- 
red to ftrangle the Queen-movher, with their own hanis, when fhe 
came intotheir chamber. This refolution was not executed through 
the horror they them/elves felt at the fact ; and the King of Navarre 
afterwards but ill concealing the fecre:, Catherine de Medicis was te 
the laft degree irritated againft him. 


t The author is miftaken in placing the deith of Antony King of 
Navarre in 1560: it did not happen till 1562. by a wound which he 
received at the fiege of Roven See his character and elogium in 
the memoirs of Brantome, vol. 3 p. 242. 


t Ga’pard de Coligny, Lord of Caatillon fur Loing, Admiral of 
France, 
Proteftant 


TT. O F Seek TL r. I3 


Proteftant party ; to whom this important city, far 
diftant from the court, deemed mott advantageous 
for the intereft of their religion. This was a moft 
wife refolution, had they only known to have fol- 
lowed it out. 

ucen Catherine diffembled the trouble this con- 
duct gave her, and, during the whole year 1571, 
{poke only of faithfully oblerving the treaties, of 
entering into a clofer correfpondence with the Pro- 
teftants, and carefully preventing every caufe that 
might rekindle the war ‘This was the pretext of 
the Marechal de Cofie’s deputation, whom fhe fent 
to Rochelle with Malaffize and La Proutiere, ma- 
fters of rcquefts, her creatures and contidents; but 
the true motive was, to obferve all the proceedings 
of the Calvinifts, to found their inclinations, and 
draw them infenfibly to fuch an entire confidence in 
her, as was abfolutely necefiary to her defigus. She 
neglected nothing on her part of all that was capa- 
ble to infpire itinto them ‘Che Marechal de Mont- 
morency was fent to Rouen with the Prefident de 
Morfan, to do juftice there for the outrages com- 
mitted againft the Huguenots ; the infringements of 
the treaty of pzace were feverely punithed; and 
King Charles ufually called it his treaty, and his 
peace. This prince would on all occafions artfully 
infinuate, that he confented to this peace, in order 
to fupport the princes of his blood againft the toc 
great authority of the Guifes, whom he accufed of 
con{piring with Spain to embroil the kingdom *. 


* Charles IX. naturally hated the Duke of Guife. He was fo dif- 
guited at his havirg demandei the Princefs Margaret his fifterin 
marriage, that one day talking on this fubbjeét to the Grana Prior of 
France, natural on of Henry II. he fiii, (owing him two fwords, 
* Of thefe two fwords, that thou feel, there is oxe to kill thee, if 
& to-morrow at the chace thou doft not kil] the Duke of Guife with 
*¢ the oth:r.” Thefe words were afterwards repca'cd to the Duke cf 
Gu:fe, who quitted his pu:fuir. Math. buck 6. p. 333. The fame 
hiftorian adds, that Chailes IX. pufo i ho D ke f Guif. one day 
with a javelin in his hand, which he ftiuck forcibly into adour, juft 

at 
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Thefe noblemen feemed daily to decreafe in favour ; 
and their complaints, whether true or falfe, gave 
all imaginable colour to this report. Charles did 
noteven make the leaft difficulty of auvancing as 
far as Blois and Bourgeuil, to confer with the Re- 
formed, who for their deputies had named Telig- 
ny *, fon-in-law to the Admiral, Briquemaut, 
Deauvais-la-Nocle, and Cavagne; and thefe four 
deputies, going afterwards to Paris, were there 
loaded with prefents and civilities. 

The Marechal de Cofsé did not fail to make the 
moft of thefe appearances of fincerity. After he 
had by thefe means infinuaied himielf, he began to 
entertain the Queen of Navarre more ferioufly, with 
the project of a mang ae between the Prince her 
fon and the Princefs Margaret, fifter to the King of 
France: he was commiffioned by Charles to pro- 

mife a portion of 400.0c0 crowns. For the Prince 
a Condé, he propofed the third heirefs of Cleves, 
a very confiderable match: and the Countefs 
d'Entremont for the Admiral de Coligny. As they 
well forefaw, that he would be more obftinate to 
their perfuafions than all the others befides, there- 
fore the Marechal de Cofsé annexed to this laft ar- 
ticle of marriages, a prefent of Ico ceo crowns, 
which the King engaged to give the Admiral, to- 
gether with a grant of all the benefices which his 
brother the Cardinal had enjoyed +. ‘The Mare- 

chal 


at the time the Duke came out of it, for having at play, touched 
him with afile. Pid. p. 

= He had a face fo a ani graceful, thet at the mafiacre of 
St. Rarthol mew, th, fe who were firft fen: to affaffinate him, ftopr, 
asin fafpence, end had aot refelution enough to Arike the blow. 

t Olete Chafliilon, Cudinel Bithep of Bauveis, Abbor of St. 
Benoit tur Loire. &c. He was made a cardin.| at fixteen years of 
gg23 and though he was degra ed from tais dignity by Pope Pius IV. 
he was pubsicly married, in the habit of a canine to Flifaberh de 
Ifautevisle, a lady of Normandy, to w aom he gave the iiile of Cornt- 
tef f ae and as fuch Me took rank at the public ceremonies. 
In 1554, he was arraigned fus high tre-fon before the parliameni of 

Paris. 
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chal de Biron came to confirm thefe fhining offers, 
and finally gained the Queen of Navarre, by making 
a feigned confidence to her of the fafpicions enter- 
tained at court that Philip IT. King of Spain had 
poifoned the Queen his wife, Ilifabeth of France *, 
talfely accufed of an intrigue with the Infant Don 
Carlos+. He told her father, under an injunction 
of fecrecy, that the court being refolved to revenge 
this injury, wonld carry the war into Flanders and 
Artois, the reftitution of which would be demand- 
ed fram the King of Spain, as being ancient fiefs 
of the crown, as well as that of Navarre; and that 
they would begin with fuccouring Mons, which the 
Prince of Orange t had juft taken froin the Spa- 
niards. 

And for the finifhing ftroke, he added, that the 
King had an eye upon the Admiral for condudting 
his army, with the title of Viceroy ef the Low 
Countries : and he was actually, at that inftant, per- 
mitted to nominate the general officers that were to 
ferve under him, as a little before they had left it 
to him to nominate the commiffioners of the peace, 
The report of this expedition into the Low Coun- 


Paris. He died in the beginning of 1571, at Southampton in Eng- 
Jand, whither he had been fent, during the war, to fupport the in- 
terefts of the Calvinifts with Q, Elifabeth : ang after the peace, he 
was employed by the King to treat of a marriage between that prin- 
cefs and the Duke of Atengon, It is certain, though I)’ Aubigné 
takes no notice of it, that his valet de chambre poifoned him with an 
apple, as he was prepir'ng to return to France, whether he was re- 
called by the Admiral his brother, De Thou, lib. so. D’Au- 
bigné adds, that the Admiral was in ality put into poffefion of great 
part of thefe benefices, and enjoyed them all for one year; and that 
Charles IX. gave him alfo 1co,000 fanes to purchafe furniture for 
his houfe of Chaftillon, D`Aubigré, vel. 2. bo k 1. chap, 1. 

* Elde& daughter of Henry II. and Cithating de Medicis, Molt 
of our French hiftorians are of this opinion. The Spaniards aurri- 
bute herdeath to bleeding, and medicines, thet the phyficians, not 
knowing that fhe was with child, made her take. She died a little 
timeafier, in 1658. 

t Don Caris, Prince of Spain, whom Philip II, his father alfo 
put toa violent death. 

t William of Naffau, Prince of Orange. 


tries 
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tries fpread fo far, that itis certain, the Grand Seig- 
nior offered the King of France his galleys and 
troops to make a divertion, and to facilitate the con- 
queft. With regard to the Queen of England, no- 
thing was omitted that ought to have been done on 
this occafion. Montmorency was fent ambaflador 
thither, with inftruétions to ufe every method by 
which he might gain this princefs, and difpofe her 
to chule one of the King’s brothers for a hufband: 
A marriage which, they faid, would alike {trength- 
en the union of the two religions, and the two 
powers. 

This proceeding, fo full of feeming franknefs, 
ought to have been fufpected by its being overatted ; 
yet it had the defigned effect ; and the difcourle of 
the courtiers did not a little contribute towards it. 
The defire of breathing the air of a court devoted 
to pleafure and of enjoying the honours that were 
prepared for them, conduced more than any thing 
w.: remove their fcruples. Beauvais, Bourfaut, and 
Francourt, were the firft who fuffered themfelves 
to be perfuaded ; and they afterwards made it, in 
fome fort, a point of honour, to perfuade others. 
Some hints ot a journey to Paris had been already 
thrown out; thefe three perfons ftrongly fupportel 
that defign, and reprefented to the Queen of Na- 
varre, that if fhe refufed to go upon this occation, 
the would not only give offence to the King, but 
might alfo lofe the fruit of the moft favourable of 
all ‘conjunctures, She was at firt diftruftful: the 
balanced fome months, and fubmitted about the end 
of 1571. Inthe beginning of 1572, preparations 
were made for the journey, and the time of depar- 
ture was at laft actually fettled for the month of 
May following. 

‘The Huguenots, one would imagine, had affed- 
ed to clofe their eyes, that they might not fee a 
thoufand circumftances, that ought to have made 
zhe fincerity of fo many great promifes fufpected. 

Be - The 
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‘The King and Queen could not difiemble fo effec- 


tually, as never tv lie open to penetration. It was 
known, that Charles had one day faid to Catherine, 
« DoI not play my cue well?” To which fhe 
anfwered, “ Admirably, my fon; but you muft 
“ hold out totheend.” Something alfo had tran- 
fpired, relating to the refult of the conferences held 
at Bayonne *, between the courts of France and 
Spain. ‘The Ning of Navarre had been very ill re 
ceived in his government of Guyenne: Bourdeaux 
had fhut its gates againfthim ; and the Marquis de 
Villars, who commanded the Royal army there, 
would neither withdraw his troops, nor allow them 
to receive orders from the Prince. In Rochelle, 
they were not ignorant that the King had actually 
a naval force over all that coaft, which they fup- 
pofed to be deftined for Holland. The citizens 
had moreover difcovei ed the artitices which Strozzy, 
La-Garde, Lanfac, and Landerau, had made ufe 
of to gain the cuftody of their gates, and to feize 
their city. In fine, while they made a merit of 
their exactnefs in maintaining the treaty of peace 
in its fulleft extent, it was but too eafy to difcern 
an infinitude of outrages done the Reformed, which 
the court had either authorifed or tolerated. The 
Chancellor de Hopital, for offering to execute 
juftice upon the aggreflors at Rouen, Dieppe, O- 


* Tn 1564, the Queen-mother, after having traverfed a great part 
ofthe kingdom, avvanced to Bayon, e, where fhe had many private 
conferences with the D ‘ke d'Albe, who had accompanied the Queen 
of Spain thither There were appearances fufficient to induce a be- 
lief that thefe conicrences related to an aliance between the Pope, 
France, and the hovfe of Auftria, and the means by which they 
fhould extirpete the Proteftant party But there is no certainty, that 
the defign of the maffacre of St, Bartholomew, which was not put 
in exe. ution till feven years after, was formed there. Matthieu tells 
us, ‘hat the Prince of Navarre being then a child, and almoft conti- 
nualiy with Catherine de Medicis, heard fomething of the plot to 
exicrminate the chiefs of the Pretc{tant party; that he gave notice 
orit to the Queen his mother, and fhe to the Prince of Condé and 
the Admiral ; and that the rage this infpired them with, carried them 
to the entersrife at Mecux. Hilt, of France, vel. 1. p, 287. 

Wor. L G range, 
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range, &c, and for refufing to feal the revocation 
or an edict of pacification, had been banifhed the 
court. Without all this, ic might (one fhould 
think) have been fufficient to the Huguenots, to have 
known as they did, the characters of Catherine and 
her fon, Could they flatter themfelves, that this 
prince, naturally paflionate and vindictive, would 
forget the attempt at Meaux *, the invafion of Or- 
leans, Roucn, Bourges, Lion, &c. ; Havre given up 
by the Huguenots to the Englifh, foreigners intro- 
duced into the heart of the kingdom, fo many battles 
fought, fo much blood fhed > The interefl of the flate, 
that big word fo much in the mouths of fovereigns, 
becaute it lends the mafk of good policy to their per- 
ional refentments, and other paffions, will {carcely 
permit them to fuffer their fubjects to engage in fuch 
enterprifes with impunity. As for Catherine, fhe 
had to that moment perfifted in imputing to them 
the death of her hufband, which fhe could never 
pardon, any more than their having treated as an- 
tichrift thofe of the houfe of Medicis. Ner was 
there lefs imprudence in trufting the Parifians, whofe 
animofity and fury againft the Huguenots was juft 
then fignally manifefted, in the affair of the Crofs 
of Gatine+. My father was fo fenfibly ftruck with 

thefe 


* In the year 1567, the Prince of Conde and the Admiral de Co- 
ligny, formed the d fign of feizing Charles IX. at Meaux, where 
he then was, and from whence tae Queen-mother made him fet out 
precipitately at night, to return to Paris, This defign would have 
been executed, but for the feafonable arrival of 3000 Swifs, who co- 
vered the King in his marsh, and the Calviniés durft not attack 
him. See the hiftorians. 

+ The fotlowing is tne fa&, as related by M. de Thou, bonk 50. 
aano 1571, Ph lip Gat ne, a rich merchant of St. Denis-ftreet, ha- 
ving been fome years before convicted of lending his houfe to the Hu- 
gxenots fora church, he was condemned, by the parliament of Pi- 
ris, to be hanged or barnt on the 30th of July. His houfe being 
demolithed, in its place was ereCled a piilir, in the form of a crofs 
which was afterwards called the crofs of Gatine, With the edidt of 
pacification pall'd in 1679, the Calvinifts obtained, thar this crofs 
thould be thrown down, which, after fome delays, was at laft execti- 

ted, 
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thefe motives, that he difcovered himfelf incredu- 
lous upon the firft advice which he received of the 
journey of the court of Navarre to Paris, Perfua- 
ded, that the prefent calm would be of fhort conti- 
nuance, he made hafte to avail himfelf of it, in 
order to fhut himfelf up immediately, with all his 
effects, in Rochelle, when every one elfe talked of 
nothing but leaving it. The Queen of Navarre her- 
delf informed him more particularly of this defign 
foon after, and ordered him to join her in her paf- 
faze at Vendome. He made himfelf ready to fet 
out; and being defirous of taking me with him, he 
ordered me, fome days before that of his departure, 
to attend him in his chamber: and no one being 
prefent but La-Durandiere, my preceptor, he thus 
fpoke to me, ‘* Maximilian, fince cuftom does not 
** permit me to make you the principal heir of my 
‘ fortune, I will, in compenfation, endeavour to 
‘** enrich you with virtues ; by means of which, I 
« hope, as hath been foretold me, you fhall one 
«© day become fomething. Prepare yourfelf, there- 
** fore to fupport with fortitude all the difappoint- 
** ments and difficulties you may meet with in the 
« world, and by nobly furmounting them, acquire 
« the efteem of men of honour, particularly that 
‘“ of the mafter to whom I mean to give you, and 
** in whofe fervice I would recommend it to you 
“ to live and die. While lamupon my departure 
** for Vendome, to meet there the Queen of Na- 
** varre, and the Prince her fon; do you aifo make 


ted, but not without fuch violent tumults among the populace, that 
the council was obliged to-fend fume troops thither, under the com- 
mand of the Duke de Montmorency, Felibien fays, that this crofs 
was replaced at the entry of the churh-yard of the Innocents, after 
ihe iron plate, upon which the decree of the parliament was engraved, 
had been taken away, and that it is {lill to be feen there, And Sauval 
Mentions the place where this houfe food, in the itreet of St. Denis, 
over again the teet of the |.ombards; where indeed there is a hol- 
low in the ground, which poffibly might be the fevgdation ot Gatine’s 


hoac. 
C2 “ vourfelf 
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“« yourfilf ready to come along with me, and pre- 
“& pare a fpeech to prefent your fervice to the 
< Frince, when I fhall prefent him your perfon.” 
I did in confequence accompany him to Vendome *. 
He found there a general fecurity, and an air of 
gladnefs on every face, to which he durft not in 
public object ; butas oftenas he had an opportuni- 
ty of converfing in private, either with the Queen, 
or the Prince, the Admiral, the Counts Ludovic 
and Rochefoucaut, and the other Proteftant Lords, 
he very freely told them, he was furprifed they had 
fo foon forgotten the fubjeéts of a fear fo well 
grounded that, on the part of a reconciled enemy, 
an excels of promifes and carefies was no lefs fufpi- 
cious, and greatly more dangerous, than that of 
menaces and avowed hatred ; that it was, befides, 

to hazard a great deal, to expofe a young prince, 

too little guarded againft the allurements of plea- 
fure, to the attractions of the moft voluptuous 
court in the world. He reprefented to them, that, 
inftead ofdreaming of an alliance fo unhappy as 
that of this prince, and a princefs who profeffed a 
different religion, it had been more to the purpole, 

to have pufhed a marriage with the Queen of Eng- 
land, who could have fo ufefully ferved him in re- 
covering the crown of Navarre, and pofiibly, ac- 
cording to conjunctures, that of France, ‘He had 
fo ftrong a foreboding of the fatal confequences of 
this French match, that he oftentimes faid, if thefe 
nuptials were celebrated at Paris, he forefaw, that 
** the bridal-favours would be very red.” Thefe 
were his own expreiiions. An advice fo difcreet 
was not taken but for the c£i& of weaknels and 


* Francis de Rethune, the author's fa her, followed the Prince ot 
Condé to the battle of Jarnac, aad was there taken prifoner, Anin- 
dém nt of high treafun was madec ut aganft him, tor having borne 
arms again? his Majefly ; end his cftates were fuived) tut were reto- 
rec ro him at the peace, Du Chefne. 


timidity, 
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timidity. My father not affecting to feem wifer 
than fo many perfons more enlightened, fuffered 
himtelf, contrary to his own fentiments. to be car- 
ried down with the torrent; and only demanded 
time to put himfelf into a condition of appearing 
with that fplendor his rank required, in a court 
where all was magnificent. For this purpofe, he 
again took the road to Rofny; but firft he pre- 
fented me to the Prince of Navarre, in the prefence 
of the Queen his mother, and gave him, in my 
name, aflurances of an inviolable attachment ; 
which I confirmed with a good deal of affurance, 
putting one knee to the ground. ‘The Prince raifed 
me immediately, and, after twice embracing me, 
had the goodnefs to commend the zeal which all 
my family had ever difcovered for him, and, with 
his natural engaging air, promifed me his proteétion ; 
a promife I at that time regarded as the mere efte&t 
of his complaifance, but which [ have fince feen ac- 
complifhed far beyond my hopes and merit. I did 
not return to Rofny with my father, but went to 
Paris in the train of the Queen of Navarre. As 
foon as I arrived, my youth making me fecl how 
much I had need of inftruction, I applied myfelf 
clofely to ftudy, not ceafing, however, to make my 
court to the Prince my matter. I lived with a go- 
vernor and valet de chambre, at a diftance from 
the court (in the quarter of Paris where almoft all 
the colleges are) until thé bloody cataftrophe which 
happened a fhort time after. 

Nothing could be kinder than the reception and 
treatment which the Queen of Navarre, her chil- 
dren and principal fervants, met with from the 
King and Queen- mother. Charles IX. was conti- 
nually praifing the virtues and probity of the 
Count de Kochefaucaut, de Veligny, Refnel, Beau- 
difner, Piles, Pluviaut, Colombieres, Grammont, 
Duras, Bouchavannes, Gamache, my father, and 
ather Proteftant Lords. The Admiral he alwys 

called 
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called father, and took it upon himfelf to reconcile 
to him the princes of the houfe of Guife. To him 
alfo he granted the pardon of Villandry *, which 
he had refufed to his own mother and his brothers, 
his crime being thought unpardonable. When the 


Admiral was wounded, the King, upon the firft no- 


tice of it, broke into Baths and threatenings, and 
vowed he would make the affaiiin + be fearched for, 
in 


* Villandry being ət pley with the King, was fo rafh as to com- 
mit fome effence againt M jefly itfelf, for which he was fentenced 
to beputto death. Duvilla, hock 5. See alfo the tact particularifed 
by D’Audigne, vol. 2. book 1. chap. 2. 

+ He wascalles Nicholas de Louvi-rs, Lord of Maurevert in Brie, 
é Mutt I, faid Charles IX throwing b:s racket at him in a rage, 
& be perpetually troubled with new broils? Shall I never have any 
« quiet?’ Aanv bave doubted, whether thef: threatenings and 
tranfpor's of Charles were not finceres and whether this prince, who 
had at firfk apparently entered into all the defizns of the Queen his 
‘mother, did not fuer himfclf at taft to be gained by the Acmural de 
Coligny, in thofe private converfations, in which the Admiral never 
telfa to reprefent to him the effects of this priacefs’s bad govern- 
ment, and tu exhort him to fhake of his depend‘nce on her. Vil- 
Jeroy’s Memoirs of ftate, vol. 2. p. 55 & 66. and many other writers 
of thofe times, give foch firong proufs of this tact, that it is very 
difficult to decide npon this quePion, if we may ‘believe the me - 
mairs of Tavannes, there was fo little egreement between Charles IX, 
and his mother, that Catherine faw no other means of preferving her 
seo which fhe was upon the point of fofire, than by c. nfing 

the Admiral to be afiifinated, and this writer p-trends, that Maure- 
vert was fuborned, unknown to the King, to firike the blow. On 
the other fide, Mattheu believes he is well founded in matataining, 
vol. 1, book 6. that Charles 1M. dece.ved the Aamirel from firft to 
lat. He re‘ates, that this prince, obferving the oppofition made by 
fome of his counfellors to the defign of extirpaʻiag the Huguenots, re- 
preCented to them in a rage, thatike kingtcm was icft, if their plot 
was not exc.uted that very night; becaufe, fhould that night pels, 
thcre would not be time to prevent tre projects of the rebels, with 
which, he faid, he was well acquainted. He added, that thofe who 
did not approve of his refoluiion, would never be confidered by him 
as his fervants, 

But this asttorian does not advert, that a few papers efter, he him- 
felf Lf ns the weight of thefe proofs, by relating a cenverfation 
which Henry IE, had in Poland with his phy fician Miron 3 of which 
the following js an. ‘bricgeme one Henry Hi. then Duke of Anjon 
gaing, fome “aays before the mefiucre of St. Ba tholomew, into the 


chamber of the King his biother, cbferved, that this prince looked 
UpOA 
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inthe darkeft corner of the palaces of the Guifes. 
He would have all the court, after his example, to 
vifit the wounded Admiral, When the Guiles beg- 
ged of this prince, that he would deign to hear 


their 


epon him with eyes fo full of rage, and with an air fo furious, that, 
apprehending the confequence of thefe vio:ent emotions, he fottly re- 
gained the door, and husried immediately to give the alarm to the 
Queen mother. She being hut too much difpofed to believe it, from 
what had happened to herfelf, re‘olved to get rid of Coligny without 
further delay. Maurevert having partiy failed in his attempt, fince 
he only wounded the Aamiral in the arm, the Queen-mother and the 
Duke of Arjou, finding they could not hinder the King from vifit- 
ing him, thought it neceflary to accompany him. aod, urder pre- 
tence ol {paring the Admital's ftrength, interrupted, as often as they 
could, the private converfation they held together. During this vi- 
fit, Catherine, who was furrounded with Calvinifts, obferved, that 
they frequently whifpered to each other, and looked on her from 
time to time with ve.y fufpicious eyes. “his adventure the reckoned 
to be the moit dangerous the had ever been engaged in. As they 
returned, fhe prefed the King fo vehemently to tell her what had 
palfed between him and the Admiral, that this Prince could not hin- 
der himfeif from betraying ir, by telling her, with his nfual oath, 
that fhe f,oiled all his affairs, or fome words to that purpofe. Cathe. 
rine, now more alarmed than before, had reccu.fe to an artifice 
which fucceeJed, She reprefented, in the ftronget terms, to her 
fon, that he was ready to fall into the fnare, which, as the imagined, 
the Admiral had laid for nim; thar he was on the point of being. 
delivered up to the liuguenn’s, combined with ftrangers: without 
having any thing to hope for from his Catholic fubjects, who, through 
dif,uit at finding themfelves betraved, had chefen another leader. 
She was fo well feconded by all the other counfellors, excepting only 
the Marechal de Retz, that Charles IX, himfelf, being fe:zed with 
fear, and pafling from one extreme to another, was the frit to pro~ 
pofe, and even prefs, the murder not oniy of the Admiral, but of all 
the Hu uenois; tothe end, faid he, that there may not one be left 
to reproaih me. All the reft of that day, and the following nizht, 
they confulted upon the means of executing the defign. At break of 
day, Charles, the Queen. mother, and the Duke of An‘ou, went to 
the gate of the Louvre, and, hearing a piftol gn off, feir and remorfe 
feized them, Tne King fent orders to the Duke ot Guile to fufpend 
further proceedings. ‘Yo which the Duke replied, his orders had 
come too late; and they, taking frelh courage, Joined in every thing 
that was afterwards dore, 

It is poftible, I think, to reconcile thefe different opinions, and 
preferve to the proofs alledged on each fide all their force, by faying, 
that Charles IX. who undoubtedly invited the A¢mirel to Paris, in 
erder to have him murdered with the reft of the Huguenots, fuffered 
bimfelf to be fo fhaken by his tpeeches, that he embr.ced alternately 


` propofi.ions 
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their vindication, they were very ill received, The 
Spanith ambailador was on this occafion fo ill 
aoe that he thought fit to withdraw. Pope 
Pius V. was not {pared in the tr wanfports of Charles, 
he esac refufed the necefiary difpenfation for 
Henry’s marriage with the Princefs Margaret, for 
which they prepared with the utmoft magnificence, 
The King carried his deference for this prince fo 
far, as to difpenfe with his going into the church 
of Notre-dame *, He was even excufed from ob- 
ferving ail the Romifh ceremonies. The Cardinal de 
Bourbon +, making fome remonftrances upon thefe 
iolerations, which to him appeared exceffive, was 


prop fitions from both the contending parties: and that their different 
fpeeches threw him into a flate of irretolution, trom whence he was 
only freed by the natural impetuofity of his temper, of which Cathe- 
rine knew well how to avail he:felf. Coligny's fecurity proceeded 
from his not being able to doubt the efficacy of his arguments on 
the mind of this prince: otherwife, it would not have bien p ffible 
for Charles to have fo long impofed upon a man of the Admiral’s 

great abilities and pde A young King of three and twenty, 
who, tll that momen’, had been alme{t always governed by others, 
was not capable ef that deep policy which thev have had the com- 
pliifance to attribute to him. It mut be confeffed, however, that 
this veung prince already carried difimulation tn its utmoft height; 
ef which his having never dilcovered the fecrets of his council, or 
thofe of the Admiral to each other, although ftrongly preffed to it, is 
an inconteflable proof. 

* The King’s refolution was, that the marriage fhould not he cee 
lebrated in a manner wholly conformable to either religion. Not to 
the Calvinift, hecauts the vows were to be received by a prieft, who 
was to ke the Cardinal of Bourbon; not to the Remith, becaufe 
thefe vaws were to be received without the facramental ecremonies of 
the church. 

A great {cafold was erefted in the court befnre the principal gate 
and entry of the church of Paris, on Mondav Auguft 18. 1572, upon 
which they were betrothed and married cn the fame day, and by a fin- 
gle act, the Moh High, &c. This done, the bridegroom ietired to the 
meeting to hear a fermon, and the bride went into the church to hear 
maís, according to the asticles nt the treaty of marriage: after which 
they both came to the entertainment prepared for them in the great 
hall of the vatace, &c, P. fe Gracn, Dec, of Henty IV. book 2 

Chaite: IX. gave bis Gites 4r0,-co crnwne tor a porion ; aud the 
Queen of Navarre yieldvd the Upper and Low Counties of Armagnac, 
gr. to her fun at his marriage, Miatthicu, val 1. bnok 6. 

Gp ot Sea Beurbon, Cu:dinal, oscle to Henry IV, 


2 difnifled 
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difmiffed with a fevere reprimand. ‘The face of 
things was wholly changed upon the death of the 
Queen of Navarre; all the court appeared fen- 
fibly touched, and went into deep mourning. Ina 
word, it is not giving too ftrong a name to all this 
conduct of Catherine and her fon, to call it an al- 
moft incredible prodigy of diffimulation ; feeing fhe 
could infnare by it fo difcreet a man as the Admi- 
ral de Coligny, and that, notwithftanding a thou- 
fand circum{tances concurring, one would think, 
to make him apprehend the danger that was ap- 
proaching: for it was openly faid, that Genlis and 
La-Noué, who had been fent to the affiftance of 
the Prince uf Orange, were defeated * by the con- 
nivance of the French court; which, while it was 
uncertain of fuccefs in the principal object of its 
difiimulation. could not think of rifking all the con- 
fequences which that diffimulation might produce. 
They were alfo informed of the conferences 
which the Queen-mother, and the principal mini- 
fters, held with Cardinal Alexandrin, nephew of 
Pope Pius V, and with the Guifes ; the laft having 
been twice difcovered cenverfing in mafk with the 
King, the Queen mother, the Duke de Retz, and 
the Chancellor de Birague +. This was fuflicient 
to fhew what they ought to think of their pretend- 
ed difgrace. In the death of the Queen of Na- 
varre {, they thought they could perceive manifeft 
indications 


* John d’Angeft d'Ivoy, of the ancient houfe of Genlis, Francis 
de la Nouë, a gentleman of the great: ft reputation in the Protcfant 
party, and cfteemed cven by the Catholics themfelves. The Admi- 
ral, (peaking ef this misfortune to Cuarles IX. attributed it to the 
fecret being but ill kept in rhe council. Charles demanded of the 
Duke of Alba, by Claude Monducer, his refident in the Low Coun- 
tries, the French Proteftant gentlemen whu had been taken prifon- 
ers, De Thou, anno 1572, book 51. 

+ Of bhim it was faid, that he was Cardinal without a title, chan- 
cellor without feals, and pric without a benefice, 

t She wes lodged with Charles Gaillart, Bifhop of Chartres, a 


man violently fufpeted of Calvinifm. Soon after her return from 
=Vor, I. D L} is, 
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indications of poifon, It paficd for certain, that 
the wound the Admiral received came from the 
houfe of Villemur, preceptor to the Guifes ; and 
that the affaffin had been met in his flight, upon a 
horfe belonging to the King’s ftable. Even the 
guards that Charles * placed about the Admiral 
after this attempt, under pretext of fecuring his 
perfon, were, the greateft part of them, his declar- 


Blois, whither fhe had followed the court, fhe was feized with a 
violent fever, and died on the fifth day of her illnefs. There were 
many diferent opinions concerning the manner of her death. The 
Memcirs of L'Etoile, A’Aubigné, and all the Calvinifts, afcribe it 
to poifon, which they fay was given her in a pair of gloves by a 
Florentine, whofe name was René, perfumer to the Queen mother. 
De Serres gives us to underftand, that the phy fici:ns who opened her 
body, had orders not to touch her brain, which was fuproied to Le 
affcéted with the peifon, But they are all firongly conticd led by 
Le Grain, and feveral others, who maintain that fhe died of a pleu- 
r.fy, occafioned by her being overheated in making preparati ns for 
the nuptials of her ican: to which was added the vexation fhe con- 
ceived at being obliged to kneel t the holy facrament as it paffed be- 
fore her toufe, on Corpus Chrifli day. La Popelieniere, Perefixe, 
and de Thou, endeavoer to remove all fufpicions of poifon. ‘The laft 
mentioned ai:ures us, that Charles IX, ordered the head of this prin- 
cefs to be ope: ed, as well as the reft of her body: and, if the phyfi- 
ciars did not do it, it was becaufe they found the true caule of her 
death in an abfcefs fhe hadin her body. This is alfo the opinion of 
Matthieu. X 

* All this is true, and proves, that this flratagem was the work of 
the Queen mother, and not that of the King, It is hard to fay, what 
was her real intention in ftriking this {troke ; whether the fought to 
get rid of a man who poffeffed too much power over the Kirg’s mind, 
and was capable of ruining her defign of exterminating all the Hugues 
nots ; or whether, if the Admiral Lad died of this wourd, fhe would 
have confind r.er vengeance to his ftngle death; or, laity, whether 
fhe expeéted the nvife of this affaffination w.uld excite the Calvinifis 
in Paris to revolt and by that mears furnifh her witn the occafion 
fhe wanted, to fall upon them with a high hand, for which her par- 
ty was already prepared. Many expedients were propcied in the conn- 
cil to give a pretence for attacking them; amongft others, the affuult 
of an artificial fort built in the Louvre, which woulo afford them an 
Opporiunity of turning the fci ned flaughter into a real one againft 
the Huguenots, At lait, they refolved to put them all to the fword 
in the night. 

The Admiral lodged in the ftreet Bedify in an inn, which is called 
at prefent the Hotel S, Pierre, The chamber where he was murdered 
is {till hewn there, 

ed 
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ed enemies. It was no lefs certain, that all the ci- 
tizens of Paris were furnifhed with arms, which, 
by the King’s order, they kept in their houfes. 
The mott clear-fighted among the Huguenots, 
yielding to proofs {o convincing, quitted the court, 
and Paris itfelf, or lodged at leaft in the fuburbs. 
Of this number were Mef. de Langoiran, de Fron- 
tenay, the Vifcount de Chartres, de Loncaunay, 
de Rabodanges, Du-Breiil, de Segur, de Say, Du- 
Touchet, Des: Hayes, de Saint-Gelais, de Chouppes, 
de Beauvais. de Grandrie, de St. Eftienne, d’Ar- 
nes, de Boifec, and many other gentlemen of Nor- 
mandy, and Poitou *, Happily my father was one 
of thofe, whofe life was preferved by a wife diftruft. 
When they were preffed to come nearer the court, 
they replied, that they found the air of the fuburbs 
was better for their health, and the air of the 
fields ftill better than that of the fuburbs. When 
they were informed, that the Bifhop of Valence, in 
taking leave of the King for his embafly to Poland, 
had penetrated into the fecret, and been indifcreet 
enough to reveal it to fome of his friends, and that 
they had intercepted letters fent to Rome by the 
Cardinal de Pelevé, in which he unveiled all this 
myftery to the Cardinal de Lorrain; then it was, 
that thefe gentlemen redoubled their importunity - 
with the King of Navarre, either to quit Paris him- 
felf, or at leaft to permit them to retire to their 
own homes ‘To their advice the Prince oppofed 
that which had been given him by a number of 
other perfons, and even in the Proteftant party ; 
for where are not traitors to be found? They 
warned him to be diftruftful; they noted to him 
the names of all thefe who had been gained over by 
* Al the perfons here mentioned earneit}y preiled tne Admiral to 
abandon Pari. ‘* By doing fo,” iaid he, ‘* 1 muft fhew erher fear 
“ or dirut. My honour would be injured by the one, by the ether 
“< the King. I fh. uid be again obliged to have recourfe to a civil 


“ war; and I would rathe: die than tee again the miferies I have 
“ feen, and fuffer the diftsefs 1 have already fuffered,”’ Matthieu, 


vol, 1, bouk 6. p. 343. 
De the 
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the Queen-mother to deceive him. He liftened to 
nothing. The Admiral * appeared no lefs incredu- 
lous: his bad deftiny began by blinding, to deftroy 
him. Happy, if he had had the prudence of the 
Marechal de Montmorency, whom they could never 


draw from Chantilly, although the King inceffant- 


ly plied him to partake in the favour of the Ad- 
miral, and to continue near his perfon, to aid him 

in his counfels. 
If I fought to augment the horror univerfally 
excited by an action fo barbarous + as that of the 
24th 


* Ti has been faid, that all the fne ations which the Admiral de 
Coiig y pertormed in his life, were againft his God, his relig:en, 
his country, and his King. How mauca is it to be lamented, that 
he cid not employ his talents move ufzfully !- For all the hifterians a- 
gree, tha: he was the moft confummaic politician, and the greateft 
warrior that ever appeared, It is theught chat ic was in confequence 
of the adv ce hz gave to the Prince of Orange, that a Low Coun- 
tries rebeiled agaizit Spain, m:intained the war ten years, and form- 
cd the pian of a repub ic, which in part has fucce.dea. i is allo bee 
lieved, and not wit..cut probability, that ne would have made a like 
in France. He is gricvoully accufed in Vill:roy’s memoirs, vol. 4. 
P- 322, 340 But he aiways fleaci.y ceniec, particula.ly in his laft 
will, nis ever = had any inten ion of attempting the perfon of 
the King. Sce his “elogium and political defigns in Brantome, vol. 
3. De Thou, and the utner hiftorians. 


+ What M. de Sully fays of the mafiacre cught not “to be thought 
too fevere, ‘© An execrable actien,” cries Perefixe, Hu M 
‘© had, and, I trut God, never will have its like.” Pope Paus V. 
was fo much affl.cted at it, that he fhed tears; but G:egory XIII. 
who fucceed:d him, ordered a public thankfgiving to God for this 
maflacre to be offered at Rome, and fent a lezate to congratulate 
Charles IX. and to exhort him to continue it. The felluwing 1s a 
fhort account of the maflacre. All the neceffary meafures having 
been taken, the ringing of the belis of St. Gerinain !'Auxerrois, tor 
matins, was the fignal for beginning the flaughter. The Admiral de 
Coligny was frt murdered, in the midft of his fervants, by Befmes, 
a German, and a domeftic of the Duke of Guife, and others; the 
Duke himie!:, and the Cuevalicr de Guile, faving below in the court, 
His body was thrown out of the window. ‘They cot orf his head, 
and carried it to the Queen-mother, together with his box or papers; 
among which, it is faid, they found the memcirs of his own times, 
compofed by himfelf. After they had offered all forts of indiznities 
to the bleeding carcafe, it was hung on the gibbet of Montfaucon, 
whence the Marechal de Montmorency caufed it to be taken down in 

the 
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24th of Auguft ı £72, too wellknown by the name 
of the maffacre of S*. Ba thasmew, 1 thould in this 
place expatiate upon the numb. r, the quuiity, the 
virtues, and the talents of thofe who were inhu- 
manly butchered on this horrible day as well in 
Paris as in all the reft of tue kingdom 1 thould 
mark at leaft {fome part of the reproach. s, the :gno- 
minious treatments, and the detettable devices of 
cruelty, which aimed, in giving death, to inflict a 


the night, and buried at Chantilly. The whole h ufe of Gui'e had 
been perfonally an maed againft the Admiral, ever fiace the lait afaf- 
fination of Ciaude Duke of Guile, by Polrotde Mesé, whom they 
believed to have been irciied to thi: crime by him; and, to fay the 
truth, the Admiral was never able ro clear himfelf of this impeta- 
tatiun. If this buichery (as many people are fully pe.fusdiia) was 
only an effect of the Gu:fes’s refentment), who advifea the Queen- 
mother to it, with a view of revenging their own quarrel; it muft be 
confelied, that no particular p.rfon ever drew fo levere a vengeance 
for an offence. All the vomettics of the Admiral were afterwards 
flain; and, at the fame time, the King’s emiffarizs began the flaugh- 
terin all quarters of the city. The moft diftinguifhed of the Calvi- 
nifts whu jot their hives, were Francis de la Rochefouault, who 
having been at play part of the night with the Ki'g, and finding 
himfelf fcized in bed by men in maks, thought i w s the King and 
his courticis who came to divert themfelves with him: Anthony de 
Clermont, M: tquis de Refnel, murdered by his own kiefman Lewis 
ce Clermont of Bugy d’Amboife, with wh.m he had a law-{u:t for 
the marquifate of Clermont 5; Cuarles de Quellenec, Baron of Pont 
in Bretagne, whof- dead body exet.ed the curiofity of the ladies of the 
court, on account of a procets carrizd on be his wise, Catherine de 
Parthenay, daughter ani hb ire’s of John de S ubize ; Francis Nom- 
per de Cammont, murdered in Lis bed b.twixt hi- tws fons; one of 
whom was ftabbed by his fide, Ent the cther, by counterfeiting him- 
felf dead, and lying concealed under the bonies of tus tather und bro- 
ther, efeaped: Teligny, fon in jaw to he admiral: Cuarles de Beau- 
manoir de Lavardin ; Antony de Mar fn, Lord cf Guereyy ; Beau- 
difaer, Piuvizut, Berny, Du Brioo, governor to the Marquis of Con- 
tv; Beauvais, governor to the King f Navarre, Colombieres, Fran- 
couri, &c. The Count de Moatgome:y was purlued by the Duke of 
Guife as far as Montfort L'Amaury. Th K nz pardoned the Vif- 
ccunts of Grammont and Deras, and G:mache and Beuchavannes, 
The three brothers of the Marechal de Mostmorency were alfo fpa- 
sed, through fear that he might thereafter revenge their dcath. Sze 
the hiĝorians and other writers. Read alfo that fne defeription of 


the mafiacre of St, Bartholomew, by M. de Voltaire, in his Hen- 
tiade, Canto 2. 
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thoufand ftabs, as fenfible as death itfelf to the un- 
happy victims. I have the pieces ftill in my hands, 
that vouch the inftances of the court of France 
with the neighbouring courts, to imitate its example 
againft the Reformed, or at leaft to refufe an aty- 
lum to all thefe unfortunate people. But I prefer 
the honour of the nation to the malignant pleafure 
which particular perfons might draw from a detail, 
in which they would find the names of thofe who 
forgot humanity fo far, as to imbiue their hands 
in the blood of their fellow-citizens, and of their 
proper parents. [even would, if it were poflible, 
bury for ever the memory of a day for which the 
divine vengeance punifhed France, by fix and twenty 
fucceffive years of difafter, carnage, and horror. 
One cannot help judging after this manner, when he 
confiders all that pafled from that fatal moment till 
the peace of 1598. It is even with regret, that I 
infift upon the part which regards the prince who 
is the fubject of thefe memoirs, and upon what of 
itconcerned myfelf. 

I had gone to bed betimes in the evening, and 
felt myfelf awakened about three hours after mid- 
night, by the found of all the bells, and the con- 
fufed cries of the populace. My governor St. Ju- 
lian, with my valet de chambre, went hafiily out 
to know the caufe ; and I never afterwards heard 
more of thefe two men, who, without doubt, were 
among the firft that were facrificed to the public 
fury. I continued alone in my chamber, drefling 
myfelf, when, in a few moments, I faw my land- 
lord enter, pale, and aftonifhed. He was of the 
Reformed religion, and having learned what the 
matter was, had refolved to go to mafs, to fave his 
life, and preferve his houfe from being pillaged. 
Tle came to perfuade me to do the fame, and to take 
me with him. I did notthink proper to follow him, 
but refolved to try if I could gain the college of 
Burgundy, where 1] fiudied, notwithftanding the di- 

{tance 
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france it was from the houfe where I lodged, which 
made the attempt very perilous. I put on my fcho- 
lar’s robe, and takinga large prayer-book under my 
arm, I went down. Upon entering the ftreet, I 
was feized with horror atthe fight of the furies, who 
rufhed from all parts, and burft open the houfes, 
bawling out, ‘‘ Slaughter, flaughter, maffacre the 
‘* Huguenots.” And the blood which I faw fhed 
before my eyes redoubled my terror. Í fell into 
the midft of a body of guards ; they ftopped me, 
queftioned me, and were beginning to ufe me ill, 
when, happily for me, the book that I carried was 
perccived, and ferved me for a paflport. Twice after 
this I fell into the fame danger, from which I ex- 
tricated myfelf with the fame happinefs. At lait IE 
arrived at the college of Burgundy, where a dan- 
ger far greater than any 1 had yet met with awaited 
me. ‘The porter having twice refufed me entrance, 
I remained in the midft of the ftreet, at the mercy 
of the furies, whofe numbers increafed every mo- 
ment, and who were evidently in queft of their prey, 
when I bethought myfelf of calling for the princi- 
pal of the college, La Faye, a good man, who 
loved me tenderly. The porter, gained by fome 
{mall pieces of money which I put into his hand, 
did not fail to make him come. This honeft man 
made me go into his chamber, where two inhuman 
priefts, whom I heard make mention of the Sicilian 
vefpers *, wanted to force me from him, that they 
might cut me in pieces, faying, the order was, to 
flaughter to the very infants at the breaft. All that 
he could do was, toconduét me fecretly to a remote 
clofet, where he locked me up. I was there con- 
fined three days, uncertain of my deftiny, receiving 
fuccour only from a domeftic belonging to this 


_. * In the year 1282, the Sicilians murdered all the French in the 
iflind, The bell for vefpers was the fignal, 


charitable 
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charitable man, who brought me from time to time 
fomething to preferve my life 

At the end of that term, the prohibition for mur- 
dering and pillaging any more of the Proteftants 
being publifhed, I was taken from my cell; and 
immediately after, I faw Ferriere and La Vieville, 
two foldiers of the guard who were my father’s 
creaturis, enter the college. hey came to know 
what had become of me, and were armed without 
doubt, to reicue me by force where-ever they 
fhould fnd me. They gave my father a relation of 
my adventure; and ejaht days after, Í received a 
letter from him, in which he acquainted me how 
greatly he had been alarmed on my account, but 
adviled me however to continue in Paris, which the 
Prince, my matter, was not at liberty to abandon: 
only not to expofe myfelf to an evident danger, I 
fhould refolve to do what the prince himfelf had 
done, meaning that I ought to go to mafs. In ef- 
feet, the King of Navarre had found no other means 
to fave his life. He was awaked, with the Prince 
of Condé. two hours before dav, by a multitude of 
foldiers, who rufled boldly into the chamber, in 
the Louvre, where they lay, and infolently com- 
manded them to drefs themfelves, and attend the 
King. ‘They were forbid expreisly to take their 
fwords : andas they wentout, they faw feveral of their 
gentlemen * maflacred difrefpectful'y before their 
eyes. Charles waited for them, and received them 
with av fage and eyes in which fury was painted : 
he crdered them, with the oaths and blaiphemies 
which were familiar to him, to quit a religion that 


< kins de Segur, Baron cf Parduillon, a Gafe n; Armand de 

Clermont, Baron of Pile, a Perizorain, &c. Galton de Lewis, Lord 
of Leveaey 1 took r fuge under the Que nif N varre’s b a, who faved 
his life. Sem perfens were fent co Chauil r, to oe Francis de 
Chatillon, tie Admiral's fin, a d Guy de Laval, D Andelos lon: 
but tney bath efc:ped, ana fied io Geneva, Armand dz Gontault de 
Biron was faved by fortitying himfelf in the arenak 


I had 
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had only been taken up, he faid, to ferve as a pre- 
text for their reb-llion. ‘The condition to which 
thefe princes + were reduced, could not hinder 
them froth difcovering that they fhould obey him 
with pain: fo that the wrath of the King became 
immoderate. He told them, in an imperious and 
furious tone, “ That he would no longer be con- 
“* tradicted in his fentiments by his fubjects ; that 
“ shey, by their example, fhould teach others to 
“« revere hin as the image of God, and ceafe to be 
“ enemies to the images of his mother.” He end- 
ed by declaring, that if they did not go that mo- 
ment to mafs, he was forthwith to give orders to 
treat them as criminals guilty of treafon againft 
divine and human majefty. The manner in which 
thefe words were pronounced, not permitting them 
to doubt but thai they were fincere, they bended 
under violence, and did what was exacted. Henry 
was even obliged to fend an edict into his domi- 
nions, by which the exercife of any other religion 
but the Romifh was forbidden Though this fub- 
miffion fecured his life, in other refpeéts he fared 
for it but little the better. He was fubjeéted to a 
thoufand caprices and athoufand infults from the 
court; at times free, oftener clofely confined, and. 
treated as a criminal. Some.imes his domeftics 
were permitted to fee and to ferve him, then all on 
a fudden we would be prohibited to appear. 
Atfuch times I employed my leifure as ufefully 
as poffible, l was no longer at liberty from this 
time forth for learned languages, or whatever is 


called ftudies. ‘This application, which my father 


+ As Henry went to the King, Catharine gave orders that they 
Should lead him nnder the vaults, and make him pafs through the 
guards drawn up in files on each fiie, in menacing pofiures. He 
started thiough fear, and recoiled two or three {teps back; when im- 
mediat ly Nangai ia Chatre, captain of the life-guards, removed his 
app:ehentions, by {wearing they fhould do him n° hurt. Henry, 
though he eave but little crecit to his words, was obliged to go on a- 
micit the carabines and halberts Perefxe, 


WoL. I. E had 
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had always ftrongly recommended to me, became 
impoilibie when once [ approached the court. It 
was with regret I parted with an excellent precep- 
tor, to whofe care my father had entrufted my edu- 
cation: he himtelt perceiving he could be no longer 
ufeful, requefted to retire. From his hands I paffed 
into thofe of one called Chretien, whom the King 
of Navarre kept in his train, and injoined to teach 
me mathematics and hiftory: two fciences which 
foon confoled me for thofe I renounced, becaufe I 
felt that inclination for them, which I have ever 
dince preferved: the reft of my time was employed 
in learning to write and read well, and in forming 
myfelf to “exercifes proper to give gracefulnefs to 
the body. It was in thefe principles, joining itll a 
greater attention to form the manners, that the me- 
thod of educating youth confifted, which was 
known to be peculiar to the King of Navarre, be- 
caufe he himfelf had been brought up in that man- 
ner. I followed it till I was fixteen years of age, 
when the conjuncture of the times throwing us, 
both lim and me, into the tumult of arms, without 
almoft the hope of coming out of it, thefe exer- 
cifes neceflarily gave place to fuch as related folely 
to war, which (renouncing all others) I began with 
that of the arquebufe. All that a young man can 
then do, is to improve his heart by what he is obli- 
ged to with-hold from his underftanding: for even 
amidi the hurry and din of arms, there are not 
wanting, to him who knows to look them out, ex- 
cellent fchools of virtue and politenefs. But unhap- 
py, and even all his life, is he, who being engaged 
in a profeffion fo fatal to youth, is deficient in 
fttength or inclination to refift bad examples. 
Though he fhould have the good fortune to pre- 
ferve himfelf from al! fhameful vice, how fhall he 
inftruct and fortify himfelf in the principles that 
wifdom dictates alike to the private man and the 
prince; that virtue be fo effectually wrought into 

habit 
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habit by practice, that no virtuous action can ever 
be found painful; and that when reduced to the 
neceflity of faving all by a crime, or of lofing all by 
a good action, the heart may even be a ftranger to 
the inierior ftrugeles of duty and inclination ? 

It was not long before Charles felt violent re- 
morfe for the barbarous action to which they had 
forced him to lend his name and authority. From 
the evening of the 24th of Auguft, he was obferved 
to groan involuntarily at the recital of a thouland 
{trokes of cruelty, which every one made a merit 
of in his prefence. OF all thofe who were about 
the perfon of this prince, none had fo great a thare 
of his confidence as Ambrofe Paré. This man, 
who was only his furgeon, had contracted with him 
fo greata familiarity, though he was a Huguenot, 
that, on the day of the maflacre, this Prince having 
faid, that it was at that hour that all the world muft 
become Catholic; Paré replied without emotion, 
“ By the light of God, Sire, I cannot believe but 
“« you remember to have promifed never to com- 
*¢ mand me four things, namely, to enter into my 
** mother’s womb, to be prefent in a day of battle, 
“ to quit your fervice, or to go to mafs” The 
King took him afide, and opened himfelf to him 
upon the trouble with which he felt himfelf agi- 
tated. ‘* Ambrofe,” faid he to him, ‘ I know not 
«e what has befallen me thefe two or three days 
« paft, but I feel my mind and body all as much 
« difordered as if I had a fever. I think at every 
“ moment, as well when awake as afleep, that thete 
matlacred bodies prefent themfelves to me, hi- 
deous faces, and covered with blood. I with 
from my heart, that the infirm and the innocent 
had not been taken in.” ‘Che order which was 
publifhed the day following to difcontinue the flaugh- 
ter, was the fruit of this converfation. 

The King even believed, that his honour was 
concerned to difavow all publicly, as he did by the 
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latters-patent which he fent into the provinces. He 
there threw all upon the Guies, and would have 
had the maffacre pafs for an cffvG of their hatred 
againit the Admiral. ‘Lhe particular letters which 
he wrote on this fubjeét to England, Germany, 
Switzerland, and other neighbouring ‘fates, were 
conccived inthe fame terms 

Doubtiefs it was the Queen-mother and her coun- 
cil thatmade the King comprehend the confequence 
of fo formal a difavowal: for, at the end of eight 
days, his fentiments and language were fo greatly 
changed, that he went to hold his bed of juftice in 
the parliament, to order other letters-patent to be 
regiltered ; the contents of which were, that no- 
thing was done on the 24th of Auguft but by his 
exprefs order *, and to puniih the Huguenots; to 
each of whom, I mean the principals, a capital 
crime was imputed, in order, if poflible, to give 
the name and colour of an execution of juftice to 
a deteftable butchery. Thefe letters were addreffed 
to the governors of provinces, with an order to 
publish them, and to purfue the reft of the pretend- 
ed criminals, I ought here to make honourable 
mention of the Counts de tende, and de Charpy ; 
of Mef. de Mandelot, de Gordes, de Saint-Heran, 
and de Carogue, who openly refufed to execute 
any fuch order in their governments, | he Vifcount 
d’Ortez, governor of Bayonne, had rcfolution e- 
nough to anfwer Charles, who had wrote him 


* Nothing is more certain, than that, during the maffacre, he 
was feen with a carabire in his hand, which, “tis faid. be fired upon 
the Calvisifts that were flying. The lar Marechal de Tefsé was, 
in his vouth, acquainted with an old man of ninety years of age, 
who had been page to Charles IX. and often told him, that he him- 
felt had .oaded that Carabine, It is alf; truc, that this prince went 
with h.s court to view the body of the Admiral, which hung by the 
fect with a chain of iro to ihe gallows of Montfaucon; and one of 
his courtie-s olferving it ‘melt iH, Charles replicd, as Vitellus had 
done before him, “< The body of a "dead aa always {melhs well.” 
elen s Hentiade, Pa Sq Oe Sule 


with 


m2: Oa OG LLY. an 


with his own hand, “ That on this point he muft 
** not expect any obedience +.” 

The number of Proteftants mafflacred during 
eight days, in all the kingdom, amounted to 70,0c0. 


‘Vhis crufhing blow conveyed fuch a fenfible terror 


into the party, that it believed itfelf extinét, and 
talked no longer but of fubmitting, or flying into 
foreign countries, A vigorous and unexpected 
{troke broke yet once this refolution. Renier *, 
a gentleman of the Reformed religion, having, by 
a kind of miracle, efcaped out of the hands of the 
Lord de Vezins, his moft cruel enemy, faved him- 
felf, with the Vifcount de Gourdon, and about 
eighty horfe, and came to Montauban. He found 
this city under fuch a confternation, and fo little in 
a condition to defend itfelf againft the troops of 
Montluc, which approached, that, daring to advife 
the inhabitants to hold out, he himfelf run the rifk 


+ Claude de Savov, Count of Tende, faved the lives of all the 
Proteftants in Dauphiné, When he received the King’s letter, by 
which he was directed to deftroy them, he faid, That could not be 
his Majefty’s order. Eleonor de Chabot, Count of Charny. 
Lieutenant-General in Burgundy, There was only one Catvinitt 
murdered at Dijon. Francis de Mandelot, governor of Lyon: 
he was refolved to fave the Reformed; who, neverthelefs, were all 
maffacréd in the prifons where he had put them for fecurity, M. de 
Thon fays, he only feigned ignorance’ ct this barbarity. Ber- 
trand de Simiane, Lord of Gordes, a mao greatly efteemed.—— 
N., de S. Heran de Montmorin, governor ot Auvergne: he pofitively 
refufed to obey, unlefs the King was pref-ni in perfon. Tanne- 
guy Le-Veneur, Lieutenant General in Normandy, a man full of 
probity and humanity: he did a 1 that he could to preferve t e Pro- 
tefants at Rouen; but he was not mafter of it. N. Vifcount 
d’Ortez, governor of all that frontier. See his aniwer ts tne King, 
«c Sire, I have communicated vour Maje‘ty’s orders to your faithful 
“ inhabitants, and to the troops in the garrifun: I found there good 
“ ciizexs, and brave foldiers, but not oue executioner, De Thou, 
lib. 52. © 53. D' Aubigné, vol, 2. book 1, Ge. 

* There is an error in the Memoirs of Sully in this place. It was 
Vezins nimfelf, a man of great honefty, but of harfh manners, that 
faved the life of Renier, whofe enemy he had a long time been, and 
fill continued to be, nowithftanding this alion, See this remark- 
abie hiftory in M, de Thou, book 52, 
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of being delivered up to Montluc; which obliged 
him to leave Montauban precipitately. 'Fhis little 
troop fell in with a party of 450 horfe, belonging 
to the army of Montluc, and, feeking to die glo- 
rioufly, performed fuch prodigious acts of valour, 
that they cut in pieces the whole party. Renier re- 
turned to Montauban with the good news ; he was 
now obeyed, and they fhut the gates upon Montluc, 
This refiftance, and the E of Montauban, 
being communicated from one to another, thirty 
towns followed its example, and conducted them- 
felves in a manner that the Proteftants (beyond their 
moft afpiring hopes) obliged the Catholics to keep 
themfelves on the defenfive. 

The latter had at firft turned all their forces a- 
gainít Rochelle and Sancerre, which, taking advan: 
tage of the general fear, they invefted. ‘Lhefe en- 
enterprifes did not fucceed. Sancerre, after having 
fuffered all the horrors of afamine, of which no 
hiftory can furnifh us with examples, at laft made 
a fort of treaty with the befiegers. For Rochelle, 
it fruftrated all the efforts of the Duke of Anjou *, 
who had come to befiege it in perfon; and the no- 
mination to the throne of Poland happened very 
feafonably to fave the honour of this Prince. By 
another treaty, in which Nimes and Montauban 
werecomprehended, Rochelle preferved all its rights; 
and thefe were the only cities which kept entire the 
advantages of the latt edicts. 


* The Marechal de Montluc, in h's Commentaries, finds great 
fault with the conduét of this hege; that thcy did not fend troops 
enow, carried on the affau'ts improperly, hazarded too much, and 
fuffered provifions to be brought into the place by fea; however, he 
fays, it would have been taken at laft. He advifed the Queen-mo- 
ther, from the time fhe went to Bayonne, to take poffeflion of this 
city. It would have faved France both men an! money had this ad- 
vice been followed. Sce a relation of the fieges of Rochelle and San- 
cerre, in D'Aubigné, vol. 2. book r. Jsa Pepeliniere, book 33. and 
Matthin, solh a. p, 342. and other hiftersans, 

Time, 
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‘Time, moreover, produced other conjunctures 
favourable to the Calvinitts. The Queen-mother 
had nothing of real tendernefs for any of her chil- 
dren, excepting only the Duke of Anjou. The 
departure of this prince for Poland caufed her as 
much of affliftion, as it gave of joy to his two bro- 
thers, K. Charles and the Duke of Alençon. ‘This 
laft, by his brother’s removal, becoming Duke of 
Anjou, began to form great expectations of the 
crown of France, when he faw that the tender 
health of Charles, who had no children, was at laft 
changed into a mortal diftemper. ‘The oppofition 
he thought he had reafon to apprehend the Queen- 
mother would make to his defign, totally alienated 
him from her. ‘This Princefs, by placing her con- 
fidence in a fmall number of foreigners of low ex- 
traction, that governed her finances, had made the 
greateft part of the nobility almoft as difcontented 
as the Duke of Alençon. He underhand fomented 
their revolt, and perfuaded them to avail themfelves 
of the affiftance of the Proteftants, in whofe dif- 
grace they partook. To ward off this blow, and 
at once to fatisfy the Duke of Anjou, and her ten- 
dernefs for the King of Poland, fhe began from 
that moment to think in earneft of marrying the 
firft of thefe princes with the Queen of England, 
and of procuring for him the fovereignty of the 
Low Countries: but his difcontentment had already 
produced its effect. 

Charles, from another motive, joined in his bro- 
ther’s refentment againft the Queen their mother. 
The difeafe with which he found himfelf attacked, 
began at Vitry, whither he had accompanied the 
King of Poland, in appearance to do him honour, 
but in reality to tafte the pleafure of feeing him 
leave his kingdom. ‘he condition to which he 
foon faw himfelf reduced, created a thoufand fu- 
fpicions againft Catherine in his mind; fo that, uni- 
ting his intereft with the Reformed, he began to 

fhew 
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{hew them a great deal of good-will. It principally 
appeared in his permitting them, notwithftanding 
the oppofition of the Queen-mother, to fend depu- 
ties to propofe their gricvances and their demands 
at court. Thefe deputies meeting with others, 
who came on the part of the Catholic provinces, 
that had been prevailed upon by the difcontented 
lords to deinand a fuppreffion of certain new taxes, 
and a diminution for ten years of the old, they 
joined each other. ‘Ihe writ which contained their 
demands, was not figned indeed but by four or 
five gentlemen; the terms, however, in which it 
was conceived manifefting unfhaken firmnefs in a 
party that feemed to derive new ftrength even from 
its loffes, the Queen-mother conceived a violent 
{pite. The King now refufed her his authority, 
and all fhe could do was to ufe delays, till the death 
of this prince, which the well forefaw was not far 
diftant. The Reformed penetrated into her inten- 
tion, and, that they might not be prevented, ap- 
peared fuddenly in arms ‘This was called the in- 
urrecion of Shrove Tuefday, becaute they poflefied 
themfelves of feveral towns on that day* Mont- 
gomery + returned from England to “Normandy, 
where he fortified himfelf. The Que -mother, 
and the whole court, was then at St Germain-en- 
Laye. She thonght, at leaft, to take fuch mea- 
fures, that the princes fhould not efcape her. But 
the attempts that were every day made to get them 
out of her power, did not a little imbarrafs them fî. 
Guitry and Buhy came one day to St. Germain in 
arms, and thought to have carried them off. ‘The 


* Fontenay, Lufgnan, Melle, Pons, Tornay-Charente, Talmont, 
Rochefort, Oriol, Livron, Orange, and «ther places in Poitou, Lan- 
gu-doc, Dau hié, &c. 

+ Gabricl, C unt of Montgomery, the fame that wounded 

Tenry 1I. 

t S e sn account of this enterprife in the lfe of Du. Pleffis-Mer- 
nay, book I. p. 26. _ 
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alarm was very great; but the confpirators not 
having well fecured their blow, Catherine had time 
to fly with the princes to Paris; where fhe caufed 
behead Coconnas and La-Mole ||, the contrivers of 
the plot, and imprifon the Marechals de Montmo- 
rency and de Coisé. After this fhe placed guards 
about the King of Navarre and the Duke of Anjou. 
She fent alfo foldiers to Amiens to arreft and fetch 
the Prince of Condé, who was there narrowly 
watched. He got notice, difguifed himfelf, and, 
deceiving his fpies, fled happily a third time into 
Germany, where, upon his arrival, he was decla- 
red generalifiimo of the troops of the religion in 
France. 

‘The Queen-mother loft no time in marching all 
her forces againft the Huguenots, divided into three 
armies. Matignon led the firft into Normandy, 
where Montgomery, having only two or three in- 
confiderable places * in his poflefhon, was foon de- 
feated, and obliged to deliver himfelf up into the 
hands of this marechal, who fent him to Paris, 
where he was beheaded. The fecond, under the 
Duke de Montpenfier, went to inveft Fontenay, 
and afterwards Lufignan, which he took, notwith- 
ftanding the noble defence made by the Vifcount 


|| La-Mole and Coconnas were beloved by two great princeffes, 
{the Queen of Navarre and the Duchefs of Nevers]. Love and 
jealoufy brought them both to deftru@ion, Mem, of Nev. vol. 1. 


Prete were Carentan, Valogne, Saint-Lo, and Donfront. Jn 
this lat he was taken fighting like a man in defpair. D’Aubigné, 
who was himfelf a zealous Calvinift, cannot certainly be fufpected of 
partiality upon this queftion relating to the pretended promife given 
to the Count by the Marechal. ‘¢ The place," fays he, ‘* was ta- 
« ken, and lite was promifed to all but the Count, to whom artful 
“ aflurances were given, that he fhould not be delivered into any 
“ other hands but thofe of the King. This I am convinced of, not- 
« withftanding the contrery has been written. France is guilty of 
“t Lut too many perjuries ; there is no occafion for inventing any to 
“ charge her with,” Ge. vol., 2, book 2. chap. 7. Montgomery fub- 
mitted to his fate like a hero. De Thou, Brantime, &c. 
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de Rohan. The Prince-Dauphin, who commanded 
the third, took likewife fome fmall places in Dau- 
phiné; but after fitting down before Livron, fhame- 
fully raifed the fiege. All was fufpended, and a 
part of the generals recalled to court, on account 
of the King’s death, which happened this year on 
the day of Pentecoft. ‘Chis Prince died at the caftle 
of Vincennes, in the moft exquifite torments, and 
bathed in his blood. In this itate the unhappy day 
of St. Bartholemew was always prefent to his mind. 
He manifefted, by his tranfports and by his tears, 
the regret which he felt *, The Cardinal of Lor- 
rain + died alfo this year in the Pope’s territories, 
on the 23d of December, a day remarkable for 
one of the moft dreadful tempefts that ever was 
feen. 

The king of Poland was informed of his bro- 
ther’s death in thirteen days, and the night follow- 
ing he ftole from the court and fled, He vifited by 


* He fent forthe King of Navarre, in whom onlv he acknow- 
Jedged to have found faith and honour, and moft aflection tely re- 
commended to him his wife and daughter. Perefixe. At his death 
he faid, he was well pleafed he had left no children, aho would have 
been too voung to gvern the {tate in fuch troublefome times. Mont- 
luc, De Thou, and almoft all the hittorians, agree, that ir he had 
lived, Ise woul! have been a verv great king. He had a large fiare 
of courage, prudence, eloquence, penetrition, @ccnomy, and fo- 
briety: he loved polite literatore and learned men; but he was cho- 
Jeric and a great fwearer. He was no more than twenty-five years 
of age when he died, Many contufions were found in his body, De 
Thou. H wever, there were no preofs found:«f hi being po:toned, 
as the author of the Legend of Claude Duke of Gaile favs he was. 
His death wa’ cceafioned by violert exerciles, to which he wes very 
much addicted, and a great quantity of bile, that often made his eyes 
look quite yellow. His ftature was tall, but he was not firaizat, his 
fhouiders were bent, his legs thin and weak, his complexion pale, 
his eyes gha“ ly, and his countenance fierce. See Matthieu, vol. r. 
book 6, in fin, and the life of this prince written in Latin by Pagire 
M iffon. 

+ Charles, Cardinal of Lorrain, Archbifhop of Reims. See his 
character in Bractome’s memoirs, book 3, He dicd, favs he, at 
Avignon by poifin, if we may give credit to tne legend of St. Ncaife, 
p. 138. and moft pioully, according to Matthicu, who wrote his eu- 
legium, vol. 1. buck 7. p. 407. 
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the way the Emperor Maximilian, and Charles 
Duke of Savoy, and took his route through Ve- 
nice}. In thefe places, they gave him counfel 
equally wife and conformable to his interefts, to 
grant the reformed peace, and the free exercife of 
their religion: but fo little did he profit by it, that 
he broke, immediately upon his arrival in France, the 
truce that had been granted them for three months, 
and changed it, at the folicitation of Catherine, into 
a declaration of war againft the whole Proteftant 
party; to which a great number of Catholics had 
lately joined themieives, out of affection to the 
Marechal de Damville, irritated by the imprifon- 
ment of his brother. 

‘The King went in perfon to lay fiege for a fecond 
time to Livron, which he was likewife obliged to 
raite; and brought nothing away with him, but the 
{hame of finding himfelf infulted from the top of 
the walls by the women, and even by the very chil- 
dren, who heaped alfo upon the Queen-mother re- 
proaches the moft fatirical and the moft offentive. 
From this moment he began to fhew himfelf fo pro- 
digioufly different from what he had been when 
Duke of Anjou, that it may be faid, his fhame- 
ful flight to Avignon was the epocha of his igno- 
miny, of the misfortunes of his kingdom, and of his 
own. In his journey to Rheims, whether he went 
immediately after to be confecrated, he became a- 
morous of one of the daughters of the Count de 
Vaudemont *, and married her. 

It was a happinefs for him, that the Duke of An- 
jou was all this time clofely confined: but after 
Henry’s coronation, this prince, who again quitted 

t The reader may confult Matthieu, vo’. 1, at the beginning of 
bork 7 upon the departure of Henry Til. of Poland, and tie parti- 
cuias of bis journey. 

* Louita of Lorrain, daugnter of Nicolas, Duke of Merceur, 
Count ct Vaucemont. Matihreu gives this princcf. great praifes for 
Ler virtue and atection to her hufband. Vol. 2, book 2. p. 438. 
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his name to take that of AZonfieur, enjoyed, as well 
as the King of Navarre, a little more hberty, which 
was retrenched or augmented accordirg to the 
news that were received of their correfpondence 
with the enemies of the Queen-mother +. Another 
care of Catherine was to difunite thefe two princes. 
This fhe effected, by promifing each of them fepa- 
rately the poft of Lieutenant-General of the armies 
of France, and by employing the means which a 
feldom failed to fucceed with her, I would fay, in 
trigues of gallantry, and rival fhips. She could not 
manage fo well, but Monfieur efcaped at laft: he 
deceived his guards, and fled in difguife the 17th of 
September at night He no fooner gained Dreux, 
than he faw himfelf attended by a numerous court, 
and at the head of a powerful party. 

The Prince of Conde had laboured fo effectually 
in Germany, that Prince Cafimir was ready to en- 
ter France with a ftrong army. 


o 


Catherine had recourfe to another game, She 


endeavoured to regain Monfieur by the moft fpe- 
cious offers; fhe purfued him from city to city, 
always attended by a retinue of fine ladies, on 
whom fhe reckoned ftill more. In a word, * fhe 
managed fo well, that he fell at laft into the fnare 
that fhe laid for him. 

The King of Navarre, who had never fufpected 
the trap of the lieutenant-generalfhip, imagined fhe 
could no longer failhim, and rejoiced at firft to be 


+ Henry IH. hated Monfieur, on sccount of h's having, as he fup- 
pofed, attempted to poifon him. He endeavoured to engage the King 
of Navarre to kill this prince, but he received the propofal with hor- 
ror. Henry III, being iH with a diforder in his ear, Henry IV. faig 
one day to the Duke of Guife, whom he loved, “ Oni men is very 

iL” The Duke anfwered the firft time, “ It will be nothing.” 
The fecond, ** We mutt think of ir.” And the third he fad to 
him, * Í underiland yeu, Sir;” and ftriking the hilt of his fword, 
«© Sce, Sir,’ added he, “ what is at your fervice.”” Matthieu, vol. 7. 
book 7. p. 418. 

> ‘They conferred together at Champigny fur-Vade, a houfe be- 
longing to the Duke cf Montpenfier, upon the confines of Touraine, 
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fairly rid of Monfieur, whom he always regarded 
as his rival. The ladies de Carnavalet and de Sauves 
drew him out of his error. 'They made hin com- 
prehend, that if either of the two could pretend to 
this fine employmenr, it was Viontieur, who could 
make it the price of his reconcilement; but that 
in reality, Catherine deceived them both, and as 
for him, he muft look for nothing but a captivity 
ftill more vigorous. ‘This prince opened his eyes, 
and applying himfelf wholly to recover his liberty, 

he found the means one day of Februa uy, When he 
was hunting near Senlis *. Having knowingly di- 
{perfed his guards, he inftantly patfed the Seine at 
Poiffy, gained Chateau-Neuf in 'Timerais, which 
belonged to him, where he took up fome moncy of 
his farmers, and, followed only by thirty horfe, ar- 
rived at Alencon, which the Lord de Hertra had 
feized in his name, There he had a conference 
with Monfieur and the Prince of Condé, who a- 
greed to unite all their forces. From Alencon the 
King of Navarre went to Tours: where he was no 
fooner arrived, than he publicly refumed the ex- 
ercife of the Proteftant religion I was one of thofe 
who accompanied this prince in his flight, and in 
all this journey. He fent me from Tours with Fer- 
vaques, to demand the Princets his filter of the 
court of France. She was delivered to us; and 
the fecond day after, this princefs alfo refuming her 
religion, heard fermon at Chateaudun, and joined 
the King, who waited for her at Parthenay. 

The three princes, after the junction of their 
troops, found themfelves at the head of above 
50,090 + effective men, and made Catherine tremble 
in her turn. All feemed to announce a moft bloody 
war. I threw myfelf into the infantry as a fimple 


* See this detail in D’Aubigné, vol. 2. chap, 18, Matthieu, vol. :. 
book 7. p. 420, &c. 
+ According to others, 350c0o only, 
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volunticr, waiting the occafion of an employment 
more fuitable. l made my trial of arms in the 
neighbourhood of Tours, where there were feveral 
firmithes between the detachments of the different 
parties. lhe King of Navarre hearing that my be- 
haviour had more of temerity than courage in it, 
ordered me to be called, and faid to me, “ Rofny, 
* it is not here that I would have you hazard your 
“life. I commend your courage, but I defre 
<“ you fhould enploy it on a better occafion.” 
This occafion was not {o near as we all believed, 
becaufe Catherine, not finding herfelf the ftrongeft, 
had recourfe to her ordinary management. she 
talked of peace; fhe offered more than we thought 
we could demand; promifes coft this artful princefs 
nothing. Ina word, fhe had the addrefs to make 
the princes lay down their arms, and peace was 
concluded and figned three months after ‘This 
was called Monfieur’s peace *; for, befides that 
Catherine’s principal view in making i it was to gain 
this prince, he was fo greatly the dupe of her fi- 
nefie, that at laft he withed for it, and folicited it 
more ardently than any other perfon. It muft be 
confefed, it was one of the moit advantageous: the 
princes, however, never committed a fault more 
irreparable than when they put their hands to it. 
Monfieur foon after committed a fecond, no lefs 
capital, when, pup w to his proper intereft, he 
feparated trom the Reformed +. By this prepofte- 


* By the edict of fixty-three artiles, paffed at the convent of 
Beansieu near Loches in Tcuratre, between the Quecn-mother and 
the princes, he memory of tiie Admiral de C ligny ard the other 
Pr tetant chiefs was reftored, chambers of juftice, compofed equally 
of Protefa-ts and Cath iiss, were wanted in tie prinopal parhia- 
menis, and feveral citi’s given for fe.urity. Monfieur procured alfo 
a large appennage for bimielf, and a ccenfiderable fum in money and 
jewels for Prince C.fimir. De Thou, D'Aubigné, &c. 

+ To ‘peak more jutily, Monfizur, on this occalion, facrificed the 
King of N vare aod the Huguenots to his intcrefts, or to his poiitics. 
Inth meso1s of Nevers, vol. 1. p. çO. et feqq. may be feen all 
the fteps tazen by cach party on the fubjezt ef this treaty. 
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rous ftep he loft, both on the fide of France and of 
England, the occafions of becoming perhaps one of 
the moft powerful princes in Europe. ‘thus all 
turned {till to the liking of the Queen-mother, who, 
in making this peace, had nothing in view but the 
difunion of her enemies. 

Henry, feeing the peace made, retired to Ro- 
chelle, where the inhabitants, except that they of- 
fered him no canopy, paid him all the honours they 
could have done to the King. ‘The Catholics in 
this prince’s train did not meet with fo gracious a 
reception. Caumont, afterwards Duke of Epernon, 
was not fuffered to enter the city, nor any other 
whom they could convict of having imbrued his 
{word in the bloody flaughter of the 24th of Au- 
guft. 

The King of Navarre ftaid but fhort while in 
this city. Scarce did he open his mouth to de- 
mand the accomplifhment of the treaty, till he be- 
came fentfible of the greatnefs of his fault. Cathe- 
rine denied fhe had promifed any thing to the Hu- 
guenots, who were obliged to take up arms again 
before the expiration of the year. 

I quitted my firft poft, M. de Lavardin, my re- 
lation, who had a great affeCtion for me, having 
made me take the enfigncy of the company he com- 
manded. Iwas named to defend Périgueux, and 
afterwards Villeneuve, in Agenois, threatened with 
afiege. The King of Navarre propofed to under- 
take fome confiderable enterprifes; but the occa- 
fion was loft: the greateft part of the troops upon 
which he had reckoned, then failed him; and the 
reft were in fo bad a plight, that it was with difi- 
culty he made two enterprifes, the one upon Réole, 
the other on St. Macary; in the laft of which he 
failed. Favas, who conducted that of Réole, put 
me at the head of fifty foldiers, who entered it 
without almoft any danger. I demanded the fame 
commiifion of Langoiran, to whom the affault of 
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St. Macary was intrufted; he granted it to my cou- 
fin Bethune and to me: but Favas retained us in 
the fecond troop. ‘This I mention as an inftance 
of the firft fignal happinefs F had in war; for the 
inhabitants of bt. Macary, having had notice of our 
delign, deceived us fo effectually, that not a man 
ot the firft troop who had courage to enter, ever 
returned, 

At the fiege of Ville-Franche, in Perigord, which 
was afterwards carried on by Lavardin, I was ex- 
pofed to a more real danger. During the affault, 
having mounted the wall with my colours, I was 
overthrown by the pikes and halberts into the 
ditch, where I lay funk in the mud, and fo intan- 
gled with my colours, that, without the fuccours 
of La ‘Trappe, my valet de chambre, and fome 
foldiers, who helped me to mount, I had _ infalli- 
bly perifhed. ‘lhe city being forced while they 
were parleying on the walls, it was entirely pilla- 
ged. I gained a purfe of 1000 crowns in gold for 
my part, which an old man, who was purfued by 
five or fix foldiers, gave me to fave his life. The 
name of Ville-Franche recalls to my memory a fin- 
gular adventure that happened fome time after. ‘The 
inhabitants of this town having formed the defign 
of feizing upon Montpafier, another little neigh- 
bouring town, by furprife, they chofe for the exe- 
cution of it the verv fame night which the citizens 
of Montpazier, knowing nothing of this, had pitch- 
ed upon to make themfelves mafters of Ville- 
Franche. Chance, moreover, fo‘ordered ir, that 
the parties taking different ways, did not meet; all 
was executed with fo much the lefs difficulty, that 
the walls both of the one place and the other were 
wholly without defence. They pillaged, they 
slutted themfelves with booty; it was a happy 
world, tit] day appeared, and difcovered their mif- 
rake. The compofition was, that each fhould re- 
turn to his own home, and that all fhould be put” 
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in its firft ftate, ‘Chis isan image of war as it was 
carried on at this time; it confifted in feizing by 
fubtilty or affault the towns and the caftles of the 
enemy ; this occafioned, however, engagements 
often very bloody. 

I will not diffemble, that the King of Navarre 
was very ill ferved. His army was almoft equally 
compofed of Proteftants and Catholics; and he 
fometimes faid, that his obligations were greateft 
to the laft, becaufe they ferved him difintereftedly, 
and through pure attachment to his perfon., But 
it was this mixture of Catholics and Proteftants 
that hurted his affairs. Meff. de Turenne, de Mont- 
gomery, de Guitry, de Lufignan, de Favas, de Par- 
daillan, and other principal Proteftants, had an in- 
vincible averfion to Meff de Lavardin, de Mioffens, 
de Grammont, du Duras, de Sainte-Colombe, de 
Roquelaure, de Bogole, de Podins, and other Ca- 
tholic officers. ‘This manifefted itfelf, among other 
occafions, with refpe& to myfelf, in a quarrel I had 
with Frontenac. ‘This officer having treated me as 
a young man, added with contempt, “ that if my 
“ nofe were wrung, it would yield milk.” Ire- 
plied, that I found myfelf ftrong enough to draw 
blood from his with my fword. "lhis quarrel made 
a noife ; and, what was very fingular, though my 
agereflor was a Catholic, and myfelf a Proteftant, 
yet the Vifcount de Turenne * promifed him his af- 
fiftance, and that of his Proteftant friends, againft 
me; which M. de Lavardin being informed of, he 
and his Catholics offered their fupport to me. The 
hatred which the Vifcount conceived againft me, 
proceeded from my having taken the part of Lan- 
goiran, (to whom I was obliged), in a quarrel he 
had with that nobleman M. de ' Turenne pretended, 
that where-ever he and Langoiran were together, 


* Henry de la Tour, Vifcount de Turenne, afterwards Duke of 
Bouillon, 
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the later fhould receive orders from him as his 
general. Langoiran, who believed himfelf of as 
good a family as Turenne, made a jeft of his pre- 
tenfions; and adding fome ftrokes of raillery, fpoke 
of Turenne as ofa bigot, who came over to the re- 
formed, only becaufe Bufiy * had fupplanted him 
in the favour of Monfieur. When all was calm, I 
was counfelled to court Turenne I confenied; 
but he anfwered my advances fo ill, that I drew 
back, and we continued colder than before. 

This animofity of party created an oppofition in 
the counfels of the King of Navarre, which blafted 
a part of his defigns, and in particular that upon 
Marmande. Lavardin having attacked it, again{t the 
advice of La-Noue, and even that of the King, he 
caufed feveral bodies, of a hundred arquebufiers 
each, to advance, with orders to poffefs themfelves 
of the hollows and other advantageous places 
near.the walls of this city. He gave the command 
of. one to me, with which I came to poft myfelf at 
two hundred paces diftant from the place. I was 
{carce there, when I was attacked by a detachment 
of the befieged three times fuperior to mine Fin- 
trenched myfelf, and being favoured by fome hou- 
fes, defended myfelf a long time The King of 
Navarre, who faw the danger to which we were ex- 
pofed, ran to us, covered only with a cuirafs, fought 
the whole day, and gave us all time to feize thefe 
pofts; but they were of litte ufe to us, as we had 
not men enow to furround the city on all fides; and 
the King of Navarre would have had the chagrin, 
of not having only fat down before it, but fhame- 
fully of raifing the fiege, had not the arrival of the 
Marechal de Biron, with propotitions of.accommo- 


* Lewis de Clermont de Bufly-d’Amboife, celebrated tor his va- 
lour and perfonal accomplifhments. [In an añair o! galla try he had 
-fome time after with the Lady de Montforeau, he wes killed by her 
hufband and his domeftics. 
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dation, furnifhed him with an honourable pretext 
for withdrawing his troops. 

A truce only could be agreed upon; during which 
the King of Navarre went to Bearn, to fee the Prin- 
cefs his fifter, or rather the young Tignonville *, 
with whoin he was in love. He permitted me to 
accompany him; and giving back my enfigncy to 
M. de Lavardin, who beftowed it upon young Be- 
thune, my coufin, I quitted my equipage of war, 
and took one more conformable to the character i in 
which Iwas to appear. My ceconomy during three 
or four years, joined to my military profits, made 
my finances fo confiderable, that T faw myfelf now 
in a condition to entertain feveral gentlemen in my 
pay, with whom I attached myfelf folely ‘to the 
perfon of the King. As I had no inclination to 
defcend from this ftation, I eftablifhed fuch regular 
order in my domeftic affairs, and in my company, 
that the King of Navarre, attentive to the conduct 
of his loweft officers, confeffed to me afterwards, 
that I owed the greater part of thé eftéem with 
which he honoured me, to the difereet ceconomy 
he obferved in this arrangement, It was my youth 
only that could make it extraordinary ; but I was 

early fenfible of what advantage it is, to fettle order 
within a family. ‘This difpofition, in my opinion, 
forms a very advantageous prejudice, either to a 
foldier or to a ftatefman. 

During our ftay at Bearn, nothing was thought 
of but rejoicings and gallantry. The tafte which 
Madame, the King’s fitter, had for thefe diverfions, 
proved an inexhauftible fource of them tous, Of 
this princefs I learned the trade of a courtier, with 
which I was greatly unacquainted. She had the 
goodnefs to put me in all her parties; and I re- 


* This young lady was daughter to Madam de ‘Tignonville, gover- 
nefs to Madame the King of Navarre’s fifter, She was ordinarily 
called in this court Mademoifelle Navarre, She afterwards married 
the Baron of Pangeas. 
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member fhe would kindly teach me herfelf the 
= of a dance in a ballet that was performed with 
a great deal of magnificence. 

The truce was now almoft expired, and the King 
of Navarre, who had been infogned that the city 
of Eaufe, excited by the mutiniers, had réfufed en- 
trance to a garrifon he fent thither, ordered us to 
come, with our arms concealed under our hunting- 
habits, to a certain part of the country, where he 
waited for us himfelf. He arrived at the gates of 
this city before they could be advertifed of his 
march, and entered it without obftacle, at the head 
of fifteen or fixteen, who had followed him clofer 
than the reft of the troop. ‘The mutiniers percei- 
ving this, called out to have the draw-bridge in- 
ftantly let down; which was accordingly done, at 
fell almoft upon ‘the buttocks of my horfe and Be- 
thune’s, fo that we were fzparated from the body, 
which Fearne without the city. The rebels at 
the fame time rung the alarm bell, and arming ha- 
ftily a troop of fifty foldicrs came thundering up- 
onus. Among thefe we diftinguifhed three or four 
voices, which cried, ‘* Aim at the fearlet cloak, and 
** the white plume, for it is the King of Navarre.” 
<“ My friends, my companions,” faid this prince, 
turning towards us, “‘ it is here that you muft fhew 
** courage and refolution, for on this our fafety de- 
<“ pends: follow me then, and do as I do, without 
< firing your piftols, which cannot carry.” Ashe 
ended thefe words, he marched fiercely up to the 
mutiniers with his piftol in his hand They could 
not fuftain the fhock, and were inftantly difperfed, 
‘Three or four {mall bodies of men prefented them- 
felves afterwards, and thelfe we drove before us in 
the fame manner. But the enemies drawing toge- 
gether, to the number of 200, and our forces be- 
ing greatly diminifhed, the danger became extreme. 
The King retired to a gate, which facilitated his 
defence, and there he kept firm, He had uy pre- 
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fence of mind to order two of us to mount on the 
belfrey, and make a fign to our companions, who 
continued in the field, to hafien and force the gate. 
‘Lhis they performed with the lefs difficulty, as hap- 
pily the bridge had not been drawn up. : 

'Thofe of the citizens who were well affected to 
the King, but had been obliged to fubmit to the fe- 
ditious, feeing the foldiers ready to enter the city, 
attacked in their turn the rebels behind. They de- 
fended themfelves refolutely, till the gate being 
forced, the cits was filled with our troops. All 
would have been put to the fword,. and even the 
city abandoned to pillage, had not the principal in- 
habitants, with their confuls at their head, thrown 
themfelves at the feet of the king; who fuffered 
himfelf to be foftened, and contented himfelf, for 
all the punifhment, with ordering four of them to 
be hanged who had fired at the white plume. 

The King of Navarre left * Bethune governor in 
Eaufe, and advanced haftily towards Mirande, up- 
on the advice which he received that St. Criq, a Ca- 
tholic gentleman of his party, had pofleiled himtelf 
of the city, but not having men enow to keep it, 
had been obliged to withdraw into the tower, where 
he was befieged, and very warmly prefied by the 
citizens and garrifon of the place. Notwithitand- 
ing the King marched with all poffible diligence, he 
could not prevent the misfortune of this officer, 
who had juft been taken, and burnt with all his 
troop, when the King of Navarre prefented himfelf 
before Mirande. ‘The inhabitants, who thought to 
draw him into the fame fnare, took care to conceal 
what had happened, and made the trumpets found, 
as if St. Criq was rejoicing for the affiftance they 
brought him; when a Huguenot foldier in the city, 
perceiving the danger into which the King of Na- 
yarre was going to precipitate himfelf, and in which 


© Sce all thefe little military expeditions in D’Aubigné, book =. 
We 
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we muft infallibly have perifhed with him, through 
the great fuperiority of the enemies numbers, came 
over the wall, to advertife us of the fnare that was 
laid for us. The King after this thought of no- 
thing but retreating ; but as he was very far advan- 
ced, the inhabitants of Mirande, who perceived the 
moment that their defign was prevented, fallied cut, 
and attacked him in his retreat We found our- 
felves young Bethune and I, engaged fo forward- 
ly, that we were inveloped. We therefore fought 
like defperate men, who were refolved to fell their 
lives dearly: but we muft have yielded, extreme 
laffitude hardly permitting us to fupport our arms; 
when, happily for us, Lufignan and the elder Be- 
thune, whom the King cf Navarre had fent to our 
afliftance, charged fo rudely, that our affailants 
gave back, and afforded us the means of retreating. 
The Sieur d’ Yvetot, a gentleman of Normandy, and 
La-lrape, my valet de chambre, were of great 
fervice to me upon this occafion. 

The King of Navarre, fceing the day declining, 
gave orders to ceafe fighting, and retired to Jegun; 
where, two or three days after, the royal troops, 
with the Marechal de Vil'ars at their head, appear- 
ed in arms, drawn thither by the rumour of the 
attack ae Mirande. It had been temerity to at- 
tack them; therefore we kept intrenched, and en- 
deavoured ‘only to engage them to force us: but 
this they did not dare to attempt. The two armies 
continued in view of each other till night. A com- 
bat of fix againft fix was propofed by Lavardin and 
La Devéfe; but while we difputed upon whom the 
lot fhould fall, the King on the one fide, and the 
Marquis de Villars on the other, drew off their 
troops as the night was approaching. 

Some time after, the King of Navarre going 
from Leictoure to Montauban, commanded the 
Count de Meilles and me, with five and twenty 
horie, to fall on a body of mufketeers, which the 

inhabitants 


1576. @r SU EL &. 65 


inhabitants of Beaumont had pofted in the vine- 
yards and hollow places in our paflages. We drove 
them before us to the very gates of the city, from 
whence about 190 foldiers came out to their affift- 
ance; one part of which remained upon the place, 
and the other drowned themielves in the ditches. 
The King, who faw the rampart begin to be cover- 
ed with joldicrs, did not think proper to go farther, 
and continued his route. 

Athis return, he wanted to avoid paffing under 
the walls of this city, and took a lower road, by a 
place, which, if I remember, was called St. Nicho- 
las, near Mas de Verdun. Scarce had we marched 
a league, when we heard the noife of drums, and 
difcovered a party of 3co mufketeers, marching in 
bad order enough under five entigns. A council 
was held : fome were of opinion that we fhould at- 
tack.the enemy, without any regard to the fupvri- 
ority of their numbers; others difluaded it. ‘The 
King of Navarre, defiring only to try them, order- 
ed fifty horfe to advance ; and in the mean time we 
drew up in a line, with our domeftics behind us ; 
fo that we prefented a front tothe enemy, which 
concealed the fmallncfs of our numbers, ‘The fhi- 
ning of our armour impoied upon them : they fled 
acrofs the woods, where we purfued them; till 
meeting with a church, thcy there barricaded them- 
felves. 

This church was large, ftrong, and furnifhed with 
provifions, being the ordinary retueat of the pea- 
fants, a great number of whom were in it at that 
time. The King of Navarre undertook to force it, 
and fent to Montauban, !.eictoure, and other neigh- 
bouring towns, for worknen and foldiers ; not 
doubting but Beaumont, Mirande, and other towns 
of the Catholic party, would fend puwerful fuccours 
to the befieged, if they. got ime. Mean while we 
endeavoured, with the affiftance of our fervants, to 
undermine the church, ‘The choir fellto my fhare. 
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In twelve hours I made an opening, though the wall 
was very thick, and of a ftone exceffively hard. 
Afterwards, by means of a f{caffold raifed over this 
gap, I threw a quantity of grenadoes into the 
church. The befieged wanted water, and kneaded 
their meal with wine ; but what incommoded them 
1till more, was, that they had neither furgeons, li- 
nen, nor remedies for the wounds that were given 
them by the grenadoes, which now began to be 
thrown from all quarters, ‘They capitulated there- 
fore, upon feeing a powerful reinforcement which 
had arrived from Montauban to the King of Na- 
varre. This prince contented himfelf with order- 
ing dieven or eight of the moft mutinous to be 
hanged ; bat he was obliged to abandon them all 
to the fury of the inhabitants of Montauban, who 
forced them out of our hands, and putthem to the 
{word without mercy. We learned the motive that 
animated them, from the reproaches they made to 
thefe wicked wretches, of having been concerned 
in a moft villanous debauch, the carrying off fix 
married women and virgins, whom, after ravifh: 
ing them, they had butchered, by filling them with 
gunpowder, and fetting iton fire. A horrible ex- 
cels of brutality and of cruelty ! 

The ftates, which were then held at Blois, de- 
puted the Archbifhop of Vicnne *, and the Duke of 
Montpenfier and Richelieu, to the King of Navarre. 
This prince fent Bethune and meas far as Berge- 
rac, to receive them, ‘They were commiflicned to 
exhort the King of Navarre to embrace the Catho- 
lic religion, which the ftates had declared fhould 


* The three deputies whom the ftates fent to the King of Navarre, 
were Petre de Villars, Archbifhopof Vienne, forthe clergy; An- 
crew of Bourbon. Lord of Rubenpidé, for the nobility; and Menager, 
general of the finances of Touraine, for the third ftate. He:e, here- 
fore, there isafault. Confuit ce Thou, D’Aubigsé, &c. Sez allo 
au account of the feffion of the ftates of Biois. ın Matthieu, vol. 1. 
book 7. p. 438 and in the memoirs of Nevers, vol, 1. p. 166, et 
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be alone maintained throughout the kingdom. This 
interview, which had produced a fufpenfion of 
arms, having had no other effect, the deputies re- 
turned, and hoftilities recommenced. 

Some attempts were made upon Caftel-Jaloux 

and Nerac, by the Admiral de Villars *; but he 
found over all the King of Navarre, who difcon- 
certed his defigns. This prince expoted himfelf as 
the meaneft foldier, and performed before Nerac 
an act of extreme hardinefs ; when a body of horfe 
being detached on purpofe to furprife him, he re- 
pulfed them almoft alone. Our prayers were not 
capable to engage him to take more care of his 
life; and his example animated us in our turn fo 
much, that the fame day twelve or fifteen of us ad- 
vanced to fire our piftols, even within reach of the 
Catholicarmy. ‘Lhe King of Navarre, who obfer- 
ved us, faid to Bethune, ‘‘ Go to your coufin, the 
“ Baron of Rofny; he is heedlefs to the laft de- 
** sree; fetch him off yonder, and his companions 
“allo; for the enemy feeing us retire, will, 
** doubt, charge them io fiercely, that they will be 
“ all taken or flain.” I obeyed this order, and 
the prince, who faw my horfe wounded in the 
fhoulder, reproached me for my temerity, with a 
warmth which had nothing in it but what was ob- 
liging. He propofed this day a combat of four a- 
gainit four; but it did not take place, the Admiral 
haying given the fignal of retreat, 

“The ftroke the moft important for the King had 
doubtefs been, to have hindered the taking of 
Brouage, then befieged by the Duke of Maienne +. 
ile haftened thither, leaving the Vifcount de Tu- 


* Honorat of Savoy, Marquis of Villars. Although he wes made 
Admiral by the K:ng during the Admiral de Coligny’s life, he did 
not in reality exercife that employment till after the death of that 
nobieman, 

+ Cha:les de Lorrain, Duke of Maienne, fecond fon of Francis 
of Lorrain, Duke of Guife. He was general uf the league. 
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renne to bring his troops after him : but befide 
that this nobleman did not arrive foon enough to 
fuccour this city, the interview between the King 
of Navarre and the Prince of Condé at Pons fo ex- 
afperated them againft each other, that the Prince 
of Condé wanted to fight with the Vifcount de Tu- 
renne, whom he accufed of being the caufe of this 
mifunderftanding. The public good fuffered by 
this difunion. ‘The Prince of Condé foon after 
openly feparated from the King of Navarre. 

The peace which fucceeded accidents fo little fa- 
vourable to the Reformed, was the fole work of 
Henry HI. who was defirous of giving this morti- 
fication to the Guifes. War no longer agreed ei- 
ther with his inclination, which led him to a way 
of life, fingularly diverfified between devotion and 
voluptuoufnefs+, nor to his defigns, that tended all 
to humble the princes of Lorrain, become too 
powerful by the league. But although this peace t 
was not even fo favourable to the Huguenots as 
that of Monfieur, yet they obferved the articles of 
it with more fidelity than the Catholics; who, in 
the time of full peace, poffefied themfelves of Agen 
and Villeneuve, for which it was impoffible to 
make them give fatisfaction. The confequence ot 
a peace fo ill obferved, was an inattion fuil of fuf- 


t There is nothing, faid Sixtus V, to Cardinal de Joyeufe, which 
your Kin: has not done, and does not do, ta be a monk; nor any 
thing which I have not done to avoid being one. He had no ‘lefs 
pcm 150 valets de chambre, mint/ftres cubiculzrizs, fays Bufbequius, 
epi 

ee By ihe treaty that was concluded at Bergerac, “between the King 
of Navarre and the Marechal de Biron, and the ediét that followed 
in the latter end of September, the number of churches was dimi- 
nifhed, the exercife of the pretended reformed religion was prohivited 
ten leagues rcund Paris, the turying-places of the Calvinifts in this 
city taken away, the hberty of marriages revoked, the chambers of 
juflice compofed of half Catholics and half Proteftants, fuppreffed in 
Paris, Rouen, Dijon, and Rennes, &c. K. Henry ITI. called this 
his treaty. Jt was obferved faithfully by neither party. The Ca- 
tholics on their fide complained, that feveral articles were infringed 
by the Calvinilts. Memoirs of Nevers, 
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picions ; which much more refembled a long fuf- 
pention of arms thana true peace. In this manner 
pailed the remainder of this year, and apart of the 
following. 

Whether it was, that the Queen-motlier was de- 
firous of labouring effectually to pacify the ftate, 
or that fhe had fecret defigns, which obliged her to 
court the King of Navarre, fhe quitted Paris with 
all her retinue, and making the tour of the Pro- 
vinces, had a conference with this Prince at Réole 
and Auch. She even flaid with him a long while, 
at feveral times, either at Nerac *, Coutras, Fleix, 
or other places: for the year 1578, and a part of 
1579, were wholly confumed in comings and go- 
ings, and reciprocal complaints of the ‘bad execu- 
ting of treaties, which were infringed on the one 
part and the other, without much icruple. 

The intercourfe of two courts, which yielded in 
nothing the one to the other on the fide of gallan- 
try, produced fuch an effect as might have been ex- 
pected. ‘They were wholly devoted to balls, fefti- 
vals, and entertainnents of gallantry. But while 
love became the ferious bufinefs of all the courtiers, 
Catherine was wholly taken up about her politics : 
for once, however, fhe did not fucceed. She in- 
deed reconciled the King of Navarre to his wife, 
then greatly difgufted with the proceedings of her 
brother Henry II. towards her; but fhe could ne- 
ver draw this Prince again to Paris, nor prevail up- 
on him by any motive to refign to her the places of 
fecurity, to obtain which had been her principal 
view. 


* At Nerac, fays Le Grain, the Queen-mother had feveral confe- 
tences with the King of Navarre, her fon-in-law, in which fome ar- 
ticles were explained, but not all: for the good lady would always 
keep her Spanith genret by the bridle as much as fhe was able. It 
was here that Henry LV, fell in love with the two ladies, d’Agelle 
and Tofleufe. Some curious particulars of thefe conferences may 
be feen in Le Grains dec, of Henry IV. 
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I fhould fwell thefe memoirs confiderably, were 
T to enter into a detail of this medley of politics 
and gallantry. But I acknowledge, with refpect to 
the firft, my youth. and other affairs more fuitable 
to my age, did not permit me to enter into them. 
As for gallantry, belides that I have loft the remem- 
brance of it, a frivolous detail of intrigues would, 
iu my opinion, make a very indifferent figure here. 
Upon the whole, all was reduced to a defire of 
pleafing and fupplanting one another. I fhall not, 
however, omit fome adventures which have a re- 
ference to the war. 

Fhe Queen-mother and the King of Navarre 
could only agree upon a truce, which was to take 
place over all the kingdom, till the prince and fhe 
fhould feparate. But whether fhe thought that, un- 
der favour of the war, it would be eafy for her to 
feize feveral towns by furprife and artifice, or that 


fhe believed this method was more proper to ac- 


complith her ends, fhe was not forry that both par- 
ties forgot they were in peace, and treated together 
on the footing of war: one thing only continued 
agreed upon, that there fhould be a truce over all 
where the court was, and its limits ordinarily ex- 
tended no farther than a league and a half, or two 
leagues, from the place where the Queen and the 
princes kept their refidence. ‘This oceafioned a 
contraft altogether new: here they loaded each o- 
sher with civilities, and converfed with the utmoft 
familiarity ; if they met any where elfe, they fought 
moft defperately. ‘The two courts being at Auch, 
upon a ball-night, notice was given to the King of 
Navarre, that the governor of Réole, who was an 
old man, and dll then a zealous Huguenot, having 
conceived a violent paffion for one of the Queen- 
mother’s maids cf honour, had violated his duty, 
and delivered up the town to the Catholics. The 
King of Navarre, who would not long defer his 
revenge, privately conveyed orders to me, and to 

threc 
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three or four others, to withdraw, and, with our 
arms concealed as ufual under our hunting: habits, 
join him in the fields. As many of our people as 
could be got together, were of the party; and ta- 
king care that the entertainment fhould futfer no 
interruption, we left the hall, and joined the King, 
with whom we marched all night; and arriving 
early in the morning at Fleurence, the gates of 
which were open, feized it without any oppofition. 
‘The Queen-mother, who could have {worn that the 
King ot Navarre had lain at Auch, was much fuz+ 
prifed next morning at the intelligence of this ex- 
pedition ; however, fhe was the firft to laugh at it: 
aiee faidelhe, ‘thiseis in revenge for Kéole: 
* the King of Navarre was refolved to have nut 
*¢ for nut, but mine is better kernelled.” 

An adventure perfectly fimilar happened after- 
wards, the court being at Coutras. the King of 
Navarre having refolved to feize St. Emilion, he fent 
us over night to St. Foi, which was not compre- 
hended in the truce; from whence we marched to 
St. Emilion, with a petard in the fhape of a fau- 
fage, which we faftened by two port-holes to a great 
tower. The burfting of this machine made a noife 
that was heard as far as Coutras. <A breach was 
made in the tower wide enough to give paflage to 
two men a-breaft, and by this means the town was 
taken. ‘The Queen-mother was nettled, and faid 
openly, that fhe could not regard this action but as 
a pre-meditated infult, St Emilion being within the 
bounds of the truce. Iris certain, that the diftance 
between Coutras and this town was fuch as render- 
ed the cafe doubtful: but the King of Navarre, 
who knew, that, a tew days before, the citizens of 
St. Emilion had pillaged a Proteftant merchant, 
which the Queen-mother maintained to be a lawful 
prize. only put her in mind of this fact, and there 
was no more word of the matter. 

It often happened, that the two courts feparated 

from 
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from each other, when any thing had pafled which 
caufed to either of them too great difcontentment ; 
but the intereft of pleafure, which had languifhed 
without this, foon brought them together. The 
Queen-mother’s court was carried by the King of 
Nevarre to Foix; where, among other diverfions; 
he had a mind to give them that of bear-hunting. 
The ladies were frighted; this fpectable did not 
fuit with their delicacy. Some of thefe animals 
tore the horfes to pieces ; others overthrew teri 
Swifs, and as many fufileers; and one of them 
who had been often wounded, mounting upon a 
rock, threw himfelf headlong, with feven or eight 
hunters whom he held faft, and crufhed to pieces. 

At laft the Queen-mother feparated from the 
King of Navarre, and continuing her route through 
Languedoc, Provence, and Dauphiné, where fhe 
had an interview with the Duke of Savoy, returned 
to Paris, leaving all things on the fame footing in 
which fhe had found them; I mean, in a peace 
which only more augmented diffidence and fufpi- 
cions. But what fhe did not forget was, to feduce 
from the King of Navarre a part of his Catholic 
officers. Lavardin, Grammont, and Duras, were 
of this number. Another effect of her prefence 
was, to have imbroiled fo perfectly the prince with 
the Vifcount de Turenne, that he challenged him 
toa duel. Turenne went not to the place appoint- 
ed, till he had firft made all the fubmiffions that 
were due to the quality of this prince. ‘This com- 
bat produced nothing fatal. ‘The Vifcount de Tu- 
renne received feveral wounds in a fecond, to which 


he was challenged by Duras and Rofan *, It was 
* faid 


* The two brothers, Durfort de Duras, and Durfort de Rofan, 
fought w'th the Vifcount de Turenne, and John de Gontcut de Bis 
ron, Baron of Salignac, his fecond. Although the brothers were 
aimed with coats of mail, yet the difadvantage was wholly on their 
fide. The Vifcount permitted Rofan to rife, and Salignac allowed 
Darasto chance his fword: atthe fame moment nine or ten armed 

men 
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faid at that time, that they owed the advantage 
they had over Turenne, upon this occation, to an 
artifice fearcely allowable. 

After the Queen-mother’s departure, the court 
of Navarre came to Montauban, and from thence 
to Nerac, where they continued fome time, uncer- 
tain whether it would not be moft proper to renew 
the war. ‘This court being no lefs voluptuous than 
that of France, nothing was yet thought of but 
pleafures and gallantry. 

They no longer hefitated about taking up arms, 
how foon they learned that the Catholics had pof- 
feffed themfelves by furprife of the city of Figeac, 
and fat down before the caftle. The Vifcount of 
Turenne, whom the King of Navarre charged with 
the raifing of the fiege, faid to me at parting, 
« Well, Sir, will you be of our party?” “ Yes, 
«e Sir,” I replied, ‘‘ I {hall be of your party at any 
** time when it is for the fervice of the King my 
“ mafter, and at all times when you love me.” 

The Catholics, furprifed at the diligence of the 
Reformed, abandoned Figeac. Arms being once 
taken up again by the Huguenots, they made above 
forty attempts on different places, of which three 
only fucceeded *. ‘Thefe were upon Fere in Pi- 
cardy, upon Montagu in Poitou, and upon Cahors. 
I fhall {peak only of this laft, becaufe it was the 


men fell upon the Vifcount, and left him upon the place pierced with 
two and twenty wounds, none of which, however, proved mertal. 
He recovered, and gencronfly interceded with the Quven-mother for 
Duras. The Marechal de daraville, called by thedeath of his bro- 
ther Marechal de Montmorency, coming thither about that time, was 
confulted on this ation; and it was his cpinion, as well as that of 
many others, that the Vifcount de Turenne was at liberty to fatisfy 
his revenge by any means whatever, without cxpcfing his own life. 
Memoirs of the Duke of Bouillon; his life by Marfolier; De Thou. 
Brantome (Mem. vol. 10.) {peaking of duels, feems to doubt whether 
- this duel was conduéted in the manrer it was reported, confidering 
the reputation the two brothers were in for courage and honour, 
* See all thefc expeditions particularized in D’Aubigné, vol. 2. 
book 4. 
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only one at which I was prefent, and becaufe of all 
the attacks upon towns by petard and fap, there 
was none fo remarkable. 

Cahors + is a large and populous city, furrounded 
by water on three fides. WVeiins { was governor of 
it, and had under his command above 2600 men, 
befides 1co horfe, and the citizens, whom he made 
alfo to bear arms. He was upon his guard, like a 
man who expected to be attacked. This we difco- 
vered by a paper found in his cabinet, on which 
he had wrote thefe few words with his own hand, 
“ A fig for the Huguenots.” The King of Navarre, 
whofe little army was ftill more weakened by the 
abfence of Chouppes, and who faw no means of o- 
pening himfelf a paflage but by petard and fap, did 
not, however, defpair of taking the city. He re- 
inforced his troops with all the foldiers he could 
find in Montauban, Négrepeliffe, St. Antonin, Ca- 
jare, and Senevieres; but the whole made him only 
about 1500 men, with whom he left Montauban, 
and arrived about midnight within a quarter of a 
league of Cahors. It was in the month of June, 
an exceflive heat and violent thunder, but without 
rain. He ordered us to halt ina plantation of wal- 
nut trees, where a fountain of running water fer- 
ved to quench our thirft. It was in this place that 
the King of Navarre fettled the order of his march, 
and of the whele attack. Two petardiers belong- 
ing to the Vifcount de Gourdon, the principal author 
of this enterprife, feconded by ten foldiers, the moft 
refolute in the King’s guards, marched before us, as 
being to open a paffage into the city. ‘They were 
followed by twenty foot-foldiers, and thirty horfe 
of the King’s guards likewile, conducted by St. Mar- 


+ The river of Lot washes its walls. 

T The fame who is mentioned in the beginning of this book. It 
is thought, tha: if he had not been fain in the attack, at the head 
of his people, the Kirg of Navarre would not have mude himfelf 
mafter of the place, 
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tin, their captain; forty gentlemen, commanded by 
Roquelaure, and fixty foldiers of the guard, com- 
pofed another body, and marched behind them. I 
was in this brigade. ‘The King of Navarre, at the 
head of 200 men, divided into four bands, came 
after us. The remainder of his little army, which 
compofed a body of about 1090 or 1200 arquebu- 
fiers, in fix platoons, clofed the march, 

There were three gates to force; which we made 
hafte to throw down with the petard, after that we 
made ufe of hatchets, the breaches being fo low, that 
the firft who entered could not do it but by creep- 
ing upon their bellies, At the noife of the petard, 
forty men armed and about 200 arquebufiers, ran 
almoft naked to difpute our entry: mean time the 
bells rung the alarm, and warned all to put them- 
felves in a pofture of defence. In a moment the 
houfes were covered with foldiers, who threw large 
pieces of wood, tiles; and ftones upon us, with re- 
peated cries of “ Charge, kill them ” We found 
that it had been long determined to receive us 
warmly. It was neceffary, therefore, at firft, to 
fuftain a fhock, which lafted above a quarter of an 
hour, and was not yet lefs terrible. Iwas thrown 
to the ground by a large ftone that was thrown out 
of awindow ; but I raifed myfelf by the aid of the 
Sieur de la Bertichere, arid La-Trape. We advan- 
ced very little, becaufe frefh platoons every mo- 
ment fucceeded to thofe that we repulfed; info- 
much that before we gained the great fquare, we 
had endured more than twelve battles. My cuifes 

. being loofened in the buftle, I was wounded in the 
left thigh. When arrived at the place, we found 
barricadoes, which we muft demolifh with infinite 
difficulty, all the while expofed to the continual 
difcharge of the artillery, which they had formed 
into a battery. 
= The King of Navarre continued at the head of 
his troops during all thefe attacks: he had two 

Vou. I. I pikes 
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pikes broken, and his armour was marked in many 
places by the fire and blows of the enemy. We 
_ had already performed enough to have gained a 
great victory ; but to fee all that remained to be 
done, one might fay we had not yet begun; the 
city being of vaft circumference, and filled with fo 
great a number of foldiers, that, in comparifon of 
them, we were but a handful. At every crofsway- 
we had a new combat to fuftain and at every ftone 
houfe a new efcalade to make; the ground was fo 
well defended, that the King of Navarre had occa- 
fion for all his men, and we had no time to take 
breath 

It will fearcely be credited, that five days and 
five nights paffed completely in this violent exercife. 
During all this time, not one of us durf quit his poft 
for a fingle moment, take nourifhment, but with his. 
arms in his hand, or fleep, except for a few mo- 
ments leaning againft the fhops. With fatigue. with’ 
faintnefs, with the weight of our arms, and with the 
exceffive heat, wounds con{fpired to deprive us of 
what remained of our ftrength. Not one of us but 
had his feet fo fcorched and full of blood, that it 
was impoffible for us to fupport ourfelves. 

The citizens, who fuffered none of our inconve- 
niencies, and who became more and more fenfible 
of the fmalnefs of our numbers, far from talking 
of furrendering, thought of nothing but protraét- 
ing the fight tll the arrival of fuccours, which were 
faid to be very near: they fent forth great cries, 
and animated themfelves by our obftinacy. How- 
ever poorly they defended themfelves, they did e- 
nough to oblige us to keep upon our guard, which 
was to complete our misfortunes. In this extremi- 
ty, the principal officers gathered about the King, 
and advifed him to aflemble as many men as poffi- 
ble about his perfon, and open to himfelf a retreat. 
‘They redoubled their inftances upon the rumour 
which was fpread, and which was alfo true, that 

the 


1580. © SULLY. 67 


the fuccours expected by the enemy were arrived at 
the bar, and would be fo foon in the city, that he 
would have but juft time to force the wall. But 
this brave prince, whom nothing could daunt or 


inti nidate, fupprefling the pain which he felt from 


his wounds, turned to them with a fmiling counte- 
nance, and an air of intrepidity which he infpired 
into the weakeft, and contented himfelf with an- 
{wering, “ It is pronounced above what muft be- 
“ come of me upon this occafion. Remember ye, 
< that my retreat out of this city, without having 
‘* fecured one to my party, {hall be the retreat of 
“< my foul from my body. My honour is too much 
“ concerned to act otherwife. So Jet no one {peak 
** to me more but of fighting, of vanquifhing, or 


<“ of dying.” 


Reanimated by thefe words, and the example of 
fo brave a leader, we began again to make new ef- 
forts; but, in all appearance, we had all been 


worfted in the end, without the arrival of Chouppes, 


whom the King had the precaution to fend for be- 
fore the attack. He apprehended the danger of 
the King, and made a paffage into the city, with 
5 or 609 foot, and 109 horfe, marching over the 
belly of the enemies, who wanted to obftruct his 
paflage. As foon as he joined us, we marched to- 
gether to the bar, where ‘the enemies fuccours were 
forcing their entrance. All this -quarter, which 
held out hitherto, was forced ; and when we had 
nade ourfelves mafters of the parapets and towers, 
it was not difficult to oblige the enemies without to 
abandon their enterprife, and retire: after which, 
the inhabitants not finding themfelves the ftrongeft, 
laid down their arms. The city was entirely pil- 
laged: my good fortune made a fmall iron cheft 
fil into my hands, in which I found 4000 crowns 
in gold. In the detail of an action fo hot, fo long, 
and {o glorious for the young prince that conducted 
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it *, Iam obliged to fupprefs a number of circum- 
ftances, and particular actions, both of the King 
and his officers, which would appear almoft to be 
fables. 

‘The King of Navarre returned to Montauban, 
after having left Cabrieres t governor in Cahors. 
Moreover, he defeated two or three fquadrons be- 
longing to the Marechal de Biron’s army, who was 
obliged to fhut himfelf up in Marmande. To be 
more within reach, the King of Navarre took up 
his refidence at Tonneins; from whence there fot- 
lowed an infinitude of little attacks, the foldiers of 
Marechal de Biron making inroads every day into 
the enemy’s country. Henry one day or rdered Lé- 
fignan, at the head of five and twenty gentlemen 
well mounted. of which number I was one, to ad- 
vance even to the gates of Marmande, as ip to defy 
them: which was very ordinary. He made us he 
followed by 100 muiketeers, who clapped down on 
the fhore of arivulet not far from us; and the 
King, with 300 horfe, and two companies of his 
guards, concealed himfelf in a wood a little diftant. 
Our orders were to fire our piftols only, to endea- 
vour to take any of the foldiers whom we fhould 
find without the walls, and to retire towards the 
body of muiketeers the moment they fhould begin 
to purfue us. Thefe orders we executed, how foon 
we faw ourfelves ready to be attacked by 100 horfe, 
who came out of the city Thefe cavaliers called. 
to us to wait them, in a manner infulting enough. 
An officer of our troop, named Quafy, hearing 
himfelf defied by name, could not refrain from 
turning his bridle towards his challenger, whom he 
fhot dead: he loft himfelf his horfe, and regained 


* Orther hiftorians agree, that this attack lafted five whole days, 
and that Heniy IV. had a great many foldiers wounded there, and 
only 70 flain. M. de Thou's relation of this action is a little diffe- 
rent, tut our Memoirs de erve moft credit, 

+ Confult D’Aubigneé upon thefe expeditions, vol, 2. book 4. 
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the body of his brigade on foot, when he was at- 
tacked by all the enemy’s party, irritated at the 
death of their comrade. We marched to his afit- 
ance, and immediately the hotteft encounter enfued,; 
during which one of our valets, feized with terror, 
led, and carried the alarm to the King of Navarre, 
telling him, that we, and the whole party of foot, 
were put to the fword: A ftory wholly without 
foundation. On the contrary, after fighting a few 
moments, the encmy feeing the body of foot, who 
came out of their ambufcade to fecond us, fearing 
afurprife, and fuppofing that the whole army would 
fall upon them, withdrew into the city. 

It was with great difficulty that they could re- 
ftrain the courage of Henry, who would fain have 
fallen upon the enemy’s army to revenge us, and to 
perifh glorioufly. But they made him fuch pryefling 
inftances to retire, that he coufented to it at laft, 
though with regret. His aftonifhment was great 
when he faw us return, and his grief ftill greater 
for having credited counfellors too timid ; efpecial- 
ly when he faw Léfignan, who complained with a 
good deal of bitternefs for having been abandoned 
upon this occafion. As for me, I loft an horfe, 
which was killed under me. 

News greatly more difquieting added much to the 
chagrin of the King of Navarre. The Prince of 
Condé, not contented with having decoyed a part 
of his troops, and having openly feparated from 
his party, had drawn feveral towns of Dauphiné 
and Languedoc into his intereft, which he robbed 
from Henry to compofe a fovereignty for himfelf. 
Aiguefmortes and Pecais he had engaged to Prince 
Cafimir, as a fecurity for the forces this prince had 
promifed: and, laft of all, he had lately poffefied 
himfelf of Fere * in Picardy; the lofs of which the 

King 

* Tt was retaken immediately by the Marechal de Matignon. In 


the Memoirs of the league there is a letter from Q, Catherine to the 
& Prince 
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King of Navarre could not regard with an eye of 
indifference. This prince, igi army was already 
inferior to that of the Catholics, was ftill obliged to 
difmember it. He difpatched Turenne, who foon 
cifconcerted all the aa ee of the Prince of Condé. 
As for himfelf, being no longer able to keep the 
field before the Marechal de Biron, he fhut himfelf 
up in Nerac; in which the ladies and court of Na- 
varre then were, always brilliant, notwithftanding 
the bad condition of the affairs of the King. 

This retreat give ftill another face to the war; 
it could neither be called a campaign nor a fiege, 
but it was both together. Biron, juding the fiege 
of this place to be an enterprife above his ftrength, 
fought only to alarm us, by furrounding it with all 
his troops; and the King of Navarre, tho’ blocked 
up in the city, did not however fail from time to 
time to fhew himfelf open in the field. ‘The gates 
of the city being kept fhut by his orders, his ca- 
valry became of no ufe to him; and our only re- 
fourfe was to affemble in {mall parties, and fally 
out by the private doors which were kept open, to 
attack the feparate detachments of the royalifts, 
fometimes under the beard of the whole army. I 
relumed my former condition of a private foldier. 
and mixing with the officers, made one in many of 
thofe bravadoes, in which there is neither honour 
nor glory to be acquired: they were therefore fe- 
verely condemned by the King of Navarre. When 
he was informed one day that I was wounded and 
taken by a party of the enemy, notwithftanding 
his anger, he fent Des-Champs and Dominge to 
refcue me if poffible ; and he exprefsly forbid me 
to go out of the city without his orders, giving me 
the names of rafh and prefumptuous, which I own 
I too much merited; for it is folly and extrava- 
gance to precipitate one’s felf into a danger, from 
Price of Condé, in which fhe thanks him for having taken arms 


againft the court. 
which 
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which one cannot efcape but by a miracle. The 
Marechal de Biron made fhew of befieging Nerac; 
but all ended in a few {light ikirmifhes, which the 
ladies fometimes beheld from the ramparts. The 
enemies general had fo little refpect for them, that 
he ordered five or fix vollies of cannon * to be 
made, though he expected no advantage from it 
The King of Navarre did not, however, neglect 
to make himfelf mafter of Monségur. Milon, one 
of his captains, inclofed 500 weight of powder in 
a faucifle, which he found means to introduce into 
a common fhore, which. ran into a ditch between 
the two principal gates; the end of the faucifie, to 
which the fire was to be applied, remained hid in 
the grafs. When every thing was ready for the 
playing off this machine, the King permitted us to 
go and fee the effect, which was wonderful. One 
of the two gates was thrown into the midft of the 
city, and the other fifty paces forwards into the 
fields. The vaults were all ruined, and the wall 
permitting a pailage to three men abreaft, the city 
was taken. The enemy feemed determined to re- 
take it, the King commanded me to fhut myielf up 
in it, with forty gentlemen We thought of nothing 
but fortifying the place well with pallifadoes and in- 
trenchments, in the room of thole the powder had 
demolifhed ; and this we performed without inter- 
ruption, notwithftanding the coqueluche +, a kind 
of current malady, with which we were greatly in- 
commoded, and myfelf more than all the others. At 
length we put the place in a condition te have no- 
thing to fear from the enemy. After which I 


* A ball of acannon battered againft a gate of the city, behind 
which was the Queen of Navarre. At the p.ace, fhe procuied the 
government of Guienne to be taken from this marechal. 

t This diftemper feized them in the reins, the head, and particu 
larly in the neck. Bleeding and putging were mortali. this malady. 
De Thou obferves alfo, chat this difeaf was as it were the forerunner 
of a plague that carried off 40,0c0 peopie ia Paris, Book 73. 
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returned to the King of Navarre, who, by the ca- 
refies with which he loaded me on this occafion, 
was defirous of teaching me to make a juft diftinc- 
tion between military exploits that are authorifed 
by duty, and thofe where one hearkens to nothing 
but the dictates of tranfport and impetuofity. 

I faw with pleafure, that the heart of this prince 
daily declared in my favour, and that he gave to a 
natural inclination what he expected to grant only 
to the recommendation which the Queen his mo- 
ther, when dying, had made of my perfon and of 
my fortune. Some flight fervices I did him this 
year, he rewarded by the charge of counfellor of 
Navarre, and chamberlain in ordinary, with 2000 
livres of appointments. ‘There were none at this 
time more conliderable, and I was only nineteen 
years old. But the fire of youth made me commit 
a fault which deferved to have loft me for ever the 
good graces of this prince 

I fupped one night with Beauvais, the fon of the 
King of Navarre’s governor, and an officer named 
Uffeau, who quarrelled-together, and being reful- 
ved to fight, intreated me to facilitate the means, 
and to keep their defigns fecret. Inftead of going 
forthwith to advertife the King, whofe whole at- 
tention was to hinder thefe combates, which a falfe 
point of honour made very common at this time, I 
had the imprudence to promife them both the one 
and the other; and having idly eff:yed to reconcile 
them, I conducted them mytelf to the meadow, 
where each gave the other a dangerous wound. 
The King of Navarre, who loved Beauvais, was ex- 
tremely irritated by the part I had in this affair ; 
and having fent to feek me, he told me with ‘in- 
dignation that I lorded it over the fovereign, even 
in his court, and that, if he did me juftice, I de- 
ferved to lofe my head. I might have effaced my 
fault by a fimple avowal: I added a fecond, {till 
greater, Picqued at this prince’s threatening, Ian- 

2 fwered 
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fwered inconfiderately, That I was neither his fub- 
ject nor his vaffal. I threatened, in my turn, to 
quit his fervice; and this prince not anfwering my 
infolence but by juit contempt, I was going at this 
moment to feparate myfelf, and perhaps for ever, 
from the perfon of this good prince, if the prin- 
ceffes had not undertaken to make my peace with 
the King; who liftened to his friendfhip for me, 
and contented himfelf with making me fenfible of 
the hainoufnefs of my fault, by receiving me for 
fome time with a good deal of coldnefs. At length, 
when he was convinced, that the regret which I 
teftified to him was fincere, he refumed his former 
fentiments. This mark of goodne’s making me 
know how a prince fo mild ought to be ferved, I 
attached myfelf to him more ftrongly than before, 
and refolved from that inftant never to have any 
other mafter. But I faw myfelf removed from him 
for fome time, by a promife imprudent enough, 
which I had made to the Duke of Alengon. 


BOOK iI. 


HE Queen-mother, fertile in projects for the 
grandeur of her houfe *, and {till more for 

her particular defigns, having loft hope of marrying 
her youngeft fon to the Queen of England, had 
turned all her views towards Flanders, of which 


* M. de Thou, treating of this fubje€t, fays, (book 96.) that be- 
fore the crown of Poland was offered to the Duke of Anjou, Cathe- 
rine, who was refolved to make him a fovereign one way or other, 
had fent Frarcis de Noailles to Selim, then Grand Signior, to afk the 
kingdom of Algiers tor th.s prince; Sardinia was to be added to it, 
which had been obtained from Spain, in ex. hange for the kingdom of 
Navarre, which they bad promifed him the poffeflion of , and as an 
equivalent for the claim the King of Navarre had to this kingdom, 
ether c{tates in France were to be given him, 
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the undertook to make him fovereign. She had at 
firft made many ufelefs attempts upon the Dutch, 
who, believing they could appeafe the refentment 
of Spain, by chufing a mafter out of the houfe of 
Auftria, conferred that honour upon the Archduke 
Matthias, notwithftanding the powerful intrigues 
of Catherine. The Archduke was a weak prince, 
abfolutely deftitute of the qualities neceflary toa 
fovereign; efpecially upon this occafion, when it 
was fo requifite to play the hero. He became con- 
temptible, and rendered himfelf completely odious 
to the nobility, by preferring openly to all the 
Lords, the Prince of Orange f, whom he declared 
heutenant-general of his armies. ‘The Dutch, dif- 
gufted with this new mafter, thought of nothing 
more than to get rid of him. ‘They caft their eyes 
upon Monfieur, as upon a prince capable of fup- 
porting them by himfelf, and by the powerful pro- 
tection of France. 

He was at Courtras when the deputies from the 
United Provinces came to make him their offer: he 
accepted it with joy, and only deferred his journey 
to the Low Countries till he could appear there with 
a train fuitable to his birth. For this purpofe, he 
began earneftly to folicit the lords and gentlemen 
of diftinction in the King of Navarre’s retinue, ‘The 
greateft part of the Catholics attached themfelves to 
him; and the hopes of a folid and lafting peace, 
with which the Queen-mother took care to amufe 
the Proteftants, was the caufe that many of thofe 
alfo promifed to follow him. 

Fervaques and La-Rochepot, both of them my 
relations, engaged themfelves with him; and to make 
meof the party, they reprefented to me, that after 


+ The revolt of the United Provinces from Spain, the confecuen- 
ces of which will be feen in the following part of the’e memoi $, be- 
gan by an infurre€tion, and a confederacy formed there in 1566, the 
defign of which was to hinder the eftabliftment of the inquifition in 
thofe countries. MSS. in the King”: library, vol, marked 9981. 

t William of Nafiau, Prince of Orange, 

the 
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the lofs I had lately fuftained by the death of my 
father, I ought to be at pains to recover the fuc- 
Mon to the Vifcount de Gand, who had difinhe- 
rited me on account of my religion, and endeavour 
to get poflefiion of feveral other eftates in Flanders, 
to which my family could pretend, and which the 
protection of the new fovereign could alone pro- 
cure me. ‘To thefe motives they added, upon the 
part of Monfieur, a promife of 12,000 crowns, to 
furnifh me with an equipage. I yielded to their 
folicitations, and paffed my word. By reafon of 
various conjunctures, it was a confiderable ume be- 
fore that Monfieur could go into Flanders. At 
length all obftacles being removed *, and the Dutch 
redoubiing their inftances, this prince reminding us 
of our engagement, fent us orders tojoin him, I 
went to take leave of the King of Navarre, and.had 
a long converfation with this prince upon my de- 
parture, and upon the fubjel of my journey. 1 
have never fince thought of this conference, with- 
out being penetrated by the fentiments of genero- 
fity and affection which he expreffed for me, nor 
without admiring the penetration of his mind, and 
the juftnefs of his conjectures. ‘Tis by this 
“ ftroke,” (faid he, the moment I fpake of leaving 
him), ‘‘ that we fhall lofe you altogether; you are 
<“ going to become a Dutchman and a Papit.” I 
aflured him that I would neither become the one 
nor theother, but that I muft eternally reproach 
myfelf, if, for want of cultivating my relations, and 
to avoid a little trouble, I faw myfelf fruftrated of 
large eftates that might revert to me from the houfes 


* By the peace concluded at Fleix, a caftle upon the Dordogne, 
between the King of Navarre and the Duke of Anjou. The Prote- 
ftants, to whom the laft war had not been favourable, confented to it 
without difficulty. The Duke of Anjou defired it with ardour, in 
order to execute his defigns upon the Low Countries. Jt wat figned 
inthe month of November, The articles were not made known, 
but were believed to be of little importance, The citics given for fe- 
curity were to be kept by the Calvinifts fix years lapes: 
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of Bethune, Melun, and Horn: that this confide- 
ration alone induced me to follow Montieur, and 
only for a time ; after which I fwore to him, that 
nothing fhould be able to hinder me from following 
my inclinations, in attaching myfelf folely to his 
perfon; and that whenever he had the leaft need 
of me, I would quit Flanders upon his firft order. 
The King then entertained me with the predictions 
that had been made him, that he fhould one day be 
King of France: and I, in my turn, informed him, 
that a great fortune had been foretold me. I had 
for a long time the weaknefs to give fome credit to 
thefe. For the King of Navarre, who was of opi- 
nion that religion vught to infpire a contempt for 
thofe villanous prognofticators, as he called them ; 
he had within himfelf an oracle greatly more cer- 
tain; it wasa perfect knowledge of the perfon and 
character of Monfieur, and a fagacity which almoft 
unveiled to him futurity *“ He will deceive me,” 
faid he, © if he ever fulfils the expectations that , 
“ are conceived of him: he has fo little courage, 
« a heart fo double and malignant, a body fo ill 
“© built, fo little gracefulnefs in his countenance, 
“ and fo much aukwardnefs in all kinds of exer- 
“© cifes, that I cannot perfuade myfelf he will ever 
“« do any thing that is great.” The King of Na- 
varre had leifure to know this prince thoroughly, 
during the time that they were kept prifoners toge- 
ther. His memory at this moment recollected an 
infinitude of circumftances. which gave hin: room 
to conjecture, that he would infallibly mifcarry ina 
defign fo noble and fo hazardous. He toldme, that 
Monfieur happened to fling himfelf againft the pil- 
lar in running the ring ; and in managing his horfe, 
he was thrown fo clumfily, that his equery could 
not fave him the fhame of fo aukward a fall, but: 
by cutting haftily and fubuily the reins of his horfe: 
that he fucceeded no better in dancing, hunting, 
or any other exercife ; and that, inftead of aclentme 
ledging 
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ledging thefe natural defects, and of effacing them 
in fome manner by any degree of modefty and inge- 
nuity, he fecretely hated all who were more favoured 
by nature than himfelf ‘The King of Navarre was 
in a ftate to bear good teftimony; the preference 
the ladies gave him in every thing to the brother 
of the King, hi rivalthip with this prince in the fa- 
vour of Madam de Sauves*, and fuch-like court- 
adventures, had rendered him the objeét of Mon- 
fieur’s jealoufy. 

All thefe particularities with which. he entertain- 
ed me, little confiderable in themfelves, have ceafed 
to appear fo to me, when I reflect that all the views 
of the King of Navarre were perfeétly juftified by 
the event He ended with telling me, that he well 
forefaw Catherine had formed a defign to exter- 
minate the Proteftant party; and that he fhould in 
a little have occafion for his faithful fervants: fay- 
ing thefe words, he embraced me, and wifhed me 
a happier journey than our leader’s was likely to 
be. Ithrew myfelf at his feet, and kiffing his hand, 
protefted, that I was ready to fhed the laft drop of 
my blocd in his fervice. I went alfo to pay my re- 
fpects to the Queens; after which I took poft for 
Rofny. 

From hence I fent Maignan, my equerry, to Pa- 
ris to buy me fome horfes. I have never fince had 
any that equalled two which he brought me. One 


* She made this name well known by her gallantrics. One night, 
fays Matthieu, (vol. 1. b.7. p.409.), when the Duke of Alençon 
was with her, the King of Navarre laid a fnare for him, fo that as he 
came out, he fell againit fomething in his way, and hurt one of his 
eyes. The next day the King of Navarre meeting him, exclaimed, 
“ Ah, my God! your eve! youreye ! what accident has befallen 
“ you?” The Duke anfwered haftily, “ Itis nothing: a fmall mat- 
“ ter furpiifes you.” The other continuing to bemoan him, the 
Duke being oflenced, advanced, and feigning to jeft, whifpered in 
his ear, <* Whoever thall fay I have got it where you imagine, I will 
“ make him a liar.” Sauvray and Du-Ghaft hindered them from 
fighting, i 
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of them was a Spanifh horfe; he was quite black, 
except a white fpot on his right buttock. The o- 
ther was a horfe of Sardinia, to whom nature had 
given an inftinct to defend his rider; for he rolled 
his eyes, and fsrung upon the enemy with his mouth 
open, never quitting him till he had thrown him 
to the earth. 

Part of the lands belonging to Monfieur extend- 
ing to the neighbourhood of Rofny, I took occa- 


fion to avail myfelf of the offer Which this prince. 


had made me, and demanded the remainder of a 
wood to make my beft of. This produced a fum 
of 40,000 francs, with which, in fifteen days, I 
fitted out my whole troop It was compofed of 
eighty gentlemen and upwards, fome of whom fol- 
lowed me difintereftedly, and others received front 
me a penfion of oo livres at moft. With this re- 
tinue I went to join Monfieur, who waited for us 
in his caftleof La-Fere, in Tartenois ; from whence, 
after fome time fpentin deer- hunting, we marched 
towards St. Quentin where all his troops were af- 
fembled. 

The Prince of Parma * furrounded Cambray with 
his whole army, and kept it blockedup. This af- 
forded an occafion for the braveft amongft us to 
fignaiize themfelves, and every one wifhed to com- 
mand the firft party that fhould be fent to recon- 
noitre. ‘This honour fell to me, by the difpofition 
into which Fervaques, the quartermafter-general, 
who was my friend and relation, had put the army: 
it procured me, however, no advantage: for I re- 
turned without having taken one prifoner, the be- 
fiegers keeping all clofe behind their lines, although 
I paffed near enough to fuftain feveral difcharges. 
The Vifcount Turenne felt a fecret joy, becaufe I 
had refufed the offer he made to join me, if Iwould 
wait till the day after. He chofe out 100 gentle- 
men, with whom he advanced towards Cambray, 

* Alexander Farnefe, Duke of Parma, 

flattering 
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flattering himfelf that he fhould not make a fruit- 
lefs attempt. The event did not anfwer : this fine 
troop had the misfortune to be defeated by 80 or 
100 men of the regiment of M. de Roubais + of 
the houfe of Melun, who ferved in the enemy’s 
army; ten or twelve of our party were made prifon- 
ers among others Ventadour, and the Vifcount 
Turenne himfelf. 

Monfieur advanced, however, with an intention 
to give battle to the enemy’s general. But he had 
pofted himfelf fo advantageoufly, that we durft not 
attempt to force him; and the following night he 
raifed the blackade, and retired towards Valen- 
ciennes, without lofing a fingle foldier, and leaving 
moreover the p.fies behind him fo fecurely guard- 
ed, that he did not fear being overtaken. Monfieur 
entered Cambray, and was received with magni- 
ficence by the governor, whofe name was D’ Inchy. 
Chateau-Cambrefis refufed to furrender, and was 
taken by affault. Monfieur who wanted at firft to 
give marks of a gentlenefs that might conciliate af- 
feétion towards him, forbid, under the fevereft pe- 
naltics, violence againft the fex who are the mifer- 
able victims of war; and fearing that thefe orders 
would not be more capable to reftrain the bru:slity 
of the foldiery than the plague with which the tort 
was infected, he gave them the churches for an afy- 
lum, and placed guards about them. A very beau- 
tiful young girl thiew hertelf into my arms as 1 was 
walking in the ftreets, and holding me faft, con- 
jured me to guard her from fome foldiers, who, 
ihe faid, had concealed themfelves when they per- 
ceived me. I encouraged her, and offered mytelf 

+ Robertde Melun, Marquis of Routais. The Vifiount Tu- 
ren e's defign was to throw himfelf int: Cambray. See his Mimo rs, 
p. 311. et feqq. It is obfersed there, that ne chofe ra her t fur- 
render bimfelf prifoner to the Prince de Robecq ce, + enteral of the Spa- 
nith cavalry, than to the King of Spain: which was the caufe tat 
he was detained two years and ten months; for Spain feared, that af- 
ter Robecane had received the money for the Vifcount’s ranfim, 

- which was 50,coo crowns, he would quit sts fervies. 
to 
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to conduct her to the firft church. She told me 
ihe had been there, but that they would not receive 
her, becaufe it was known that the had the plague. 
I became cold as marble at this declaration, and 
anger renewing my ftrength, I thruft this girl from 
my arms, who expofed me to death, when fhe had 
an argument to make herfelf be refpected, which 
appeared to me unanfwerable; and I betook myfelf 
to flight, expecting every moment to be feized with 
the plague. 

Monfieur having attacked the paflages of Arleux 
and L’Eclufe, I took fome prifoners there, whon: I 
fent back without ranfom, when I underftood that 
they belonged to the Marquis de Roubais, my cou- 
fin. Roubais, who was not ignorant of wy rights 
to the eftates of the Vifcount de Gand, which he, 
had ufurped, ill received this generofity ‘‘ By hea- 
« ven, daid he, “ thefe civilitiesmaze fain and 
“« good; but if he was taken, he brings his ranfom 
« with him.” ‘This misfortune which I had room 
to fear would really have befallen me two days af- 
ter, at the attack of a wall, if Seffleval, by a very 
feafonable charge, had not extricated me from fig- 
nal danger. 

The Prince of Parma having divided his army in 
the Low Countries, Monfieur returned to Cambray ; 
where he was guilty of an inftance of perfidy to- 
wards D’Inchy, very little worthy of a great prince, 
all whofe words ought to be fo inviolable, that no 
perfon fhould have a thought of fufpecting him on 
the fcore of good credit. He invited himfelf to 
dine with this governor, who was at an exceflive 
expence to receive him in the citadel, in a manner 
fuitable to his rank. He invited above fixty to at- 
tend this prince, whom he treated with equal great- 
nefs and magnificence. During the repaft, he was 
told that Monfieur’s guards prefented themfelves at 
the gates. D’Inchy thinking he fhould fail in an 
effential part of his reception of Monfieur, if he 

1 fent 
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fent them back, gave orders for thcir admittance, 
and of all who might come on the part of that 
prince, who was, he taid, fole mafter in the caftle. 
He fpoke more truth than he imagined. After 
thefe came others, fand after them more till 
this party finding itfelf the ftrongeft, Montieur’s 
guards difarmed thote of M. D’Inchy, and feized 
upon the caftle. All this arrangement was the in- 
vention of Monfieur, who relicd upon that fince- 
rity in the governor, with which he was himfelf 
unacquainted, When D’Inchy could nolonger doubt 
of his misfortune, he complained bitterly to Mon- 
fieur, who anfwered him only with an infulting 
jeer at his Picardy accent, and obliged him to quit 
the caftle, which he gave to Balagny. He thought 
he made D’Inchy futficient amends by the gift of 
the town and dutchy of Chateau- Thierry.’ But that 
gentleman, who perceived the difference between 
what was given him and what he had been de- 
prived of, refigned himfelf to defpair, and feek- 
ing death, found it foon after in a fkirmith. 

After this Monfieur returned to France, not- 
withftanding the prayers of the inhabitants of the 
Low Countries to the contrary, who affured him, 
that after the taking of five or fix places, the only 
ones of any confequence, all Flanders would fub- 
mit to him, His defign was to make preparations 
for a voyage to England, whither he actually went 
a little time after. All our hiftorians have fpoken 
of the reception he met with from Queen Elifa- 
beth *, and of the nature of that engagement which 
he contracted with her; I fhall therefore fay no- 


* It is well known that the Queen of England allowed feveral of 
the princes of Europe to flatter themfelves in this manner with hopes 
of mirrying her : and whether policy, or reafons purely natural, was 
the caufe that fhe never came to any conclufion, is a queftion not 
hitherto decided. Monfieur went to Englana in the winter of, 1588 
and returned to Fianders the fpring following. See the detail of this 
voyage, and of all the negotietions concerning the marriage at great 
length, in the Memoirs of Nevers, vol, 1, p, 474—603. 
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thing, though I accompanied him in this voyage. 
From England Vonteur again returned to Zealand, 
flattered with a thoufand agreeable hopes. He 
came to Lillo, and afterwards to Antwerp, where 
he was crowned Duke of Brabant by the Prince of 
Orange, affifted by the Prince Dauphin, -and all 
the nobility of the Low Countries, who difplayed 
their joy im a thoufand fhapes. This affection of 
the Dutch for Monfieur was of very fhort conti- 
nuance. ‘Fhe Prince of Orange, the only perfon 
who was ftill more beloved by the people than he, 
being wounded in his chamber at Antwerp by a 
piftol bullet *, the populace, who thought none 
but the French could be accufed of thisaction, mu- 
tinied, and would havé put them all to the fword. 
Monfieur could find no fecurity but in taking re- 
fuge in the honfe of the wounded. When the true 
caufe of this affaflination was difcovered +, there 
were no excufes or fatisfactions which the bur- 
geéfies did not make to Montieur for the injuftice 
of their fufpicions, and the revolt they had occa- 
fioned. But this outrage remained deeply impreffed 
on the heart of Monfieur. He vowed within him- 
felf to revenge it ina fignal manuer. The Prince 
of Orange was not a man that could be eafily de- 
ceived: he began from that moment to be upon 
his guard; for he read in the heart of the Prince, 
his reféntment, and the invenomed hatred which 
he bore to all. Proteftants in general. 

As for me, I had already received proofs of it 
perfonally, which, added to other fubjeéts of com- 
plaint that Monfieur gave me, difgufted me totally 


* March 18. 1582. by John de Jaureguy. The ball went quite 
throuzh his jiw. The affaflin was taken by the foldiers of the 
Prince of Orange, who rufhed in at the norfe, juft as he was draw- 
ing his poinarito difpa ch him. Cbron. Piafecki. 

+ By the papers that were found in his pocket, he was known to 
be a Spaniais. This it was that appe fed tne peopl2, who vere re dy 
to put all th- Frerch tothe fword, Afm. a’ Aub ury Mawier. The 
people ran about toe (treet, crving, Behold, this is the marriage of 
Parts, let us kill thefe maffacrers, AJaithiew, vol. 1, book 7. in fin. 

at 
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at his fervice. I had atfirft attached my felf folely 
to his perfon, and to pleafe him I {pared neither 
labour nor expence; I believed therefore that I 
might talk to him of my pretenfions to the fuc- 
cetlion of the Vifcount de Gand, for it depended 
upon him to make this eftate fall to me. He be- 
came cold upon this propofition ; he made ufe of 
delays; but at lait he came to a determination, and 
‘one day that I redoubled my inftances, he told me 
very cavalierly, that he could not gratify two per- 
fons ata time ; and that my coufin the Prince of 
‘Fpinoy had obtained, without trouble, what had 
coft me fo much affiduity. There was fomething 
in this aniwer greatly more poignant than the re- 
fufal itfelf: I was fenfibly ftruck with it; and, a 
few days after, I knew for certain what thare his 
‘Proteftant officers and I had in his heart, when I 
heard him fay publicly, that he had juft banithed 
from his council D’Avantigny, the latt of the Hu- 
guenots to whom he would confide his fecrets, and 
that this made him greatly ateafe. From that time 
I bethought myfelf of quitting this ungrateful 
prince; and waiting an occafion of returning into 
France, I attached myfelf to the Prince of Or: ange, 
in whom I found all that was wanting in Monfieur. 
I remember, a few days before the treachery of 
Antwerp, being at this prince’s palace with Sainte- 
Aldegonde, and a minifter named Villiers ; he faid 
to us, {peaking of Monfieur and the Catholics, who 
governed him, ‘* Thefe people have defigns perni- 
“© cious both for themfelves and us, in which, it is 
“ my opinion, they will not find their account. 
‘ I intreat you, Sir,” added he, turning to me, 
“not to remove yourfelf from my lodging.” He 
thought juftly ; and his diligence finithing what his 
forefight had begun, Montieur fuffered the double 
fhame of unfuccefsful treachery *. 
Having 
* About that time the fame attempt was made, by Monfieur’s or- 
L2 ders, 
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Having aflembled his army in the plain, he went 
out of Antwerp one day of the month of Febru- 
ary. under the pretence of making a review, and 
ordered his foldiers to enter the city again by thofe 
gates that were at his difpofal, and to make them- 
felves mafters of it by armed force. Accordingly 
his men threw themfelves into Antwerp, as into a 
city carried by affault, crying out, ‘ Slaughter, 
“ flaughter, the city is gained ; the mafs for ever.” 
But the triumph was of {hort duration. The Prince 
of Orange, who watched all the motions of Mon- 
fieur, gave fuch good orders every where, or ra- 
ther made thote he had long before given to be fo 
well executed, that Montfieur’s foldiers were repul- 
fed, cut in pieces, or almoft all precipitated. For 
terror having once {pread among them, thofe who 
could not get out by the gates, which the great 
number of carcafes had obftruéted, threw them- 
{elves from the top of the walls. I had mounted 
my horfe two hours after noon, to go and join 
Monfieur in the field. I was not yet gone out of 
the city, when I heard the firft fhouts cf the afiail- 
ants, and almoft in the fame inftant met the Prince 
of Orange, who defired me and fome other French 
gentlemen of the Reformed religion, who were 
with me, to retire to his lodgings. As Frenchmen 
we run the greateft rifk in the city at this moment ; 
as Huguenots, we were in no lefs imminent hazard 
from the French army, if it continued in pofleffion 


of the city. We followed his counfel, and faw him , 


not again till after he had perfectly re eftablifhed 
the peace of the rown. All the trouble that he 
gave himfelf to appeafe the Flemifh, and to make 
them forget a ftep- fo inexcufable, is a proof that 
he was induced with regret, and in his perfonal de- 


ders, on the principal cities of Flanders; the project fucceded upon 
Duonkirk, Dixmude, and Dendermonde, but failed upon Bruges, O- 
Rend, Nieuvort, &c. De Thou, beok 77. The Duke of Montpen- 
Fer and the Murechal de Biron made ufe of all their eJorts in vain to 
deade Monteur froin this enterprife, Matthieu, ibid, 


fence, 


` 
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fence, toan action of which no Frenchman difap- 
proved. It was not his fault, that the Proteftant 
party in Flanders was not reconciled to Moniicur: 
and as for us, after knowing that it was our in- 
tention to join this prince, he put us into a condi- 
tion to do it without danger. 

We found him greatly embarraffed ia the neigh- 
bourhood of Mechlin, of which the inhabitants, by 
opening their fluices, had made one vait mar ifh. 
Four or five thoufand foot at leaft, and as many 
horfe of Monficur’s army, perithed therewith cold 
and hunger, in a very rigorous feafon. Montieur, 
however, abode five or iix months in Flanders af- 
ter this fatal enterprife: but his army had been fo 
confiderably diminifhed, the remainder was fo 
wretched, the cities were fo well upon their guard, 
and, to complete the misfortune, the Prince of Par- 
ma returned fo fuperior, that Monfieur was at laft 
obliged to go back to France with the Duke de 
Montpenfier, and the Marechal de Biron, leaving 
nothing of himfelf in all the Low Countries but the 
remembrance of a name juftly deteftable. 

Wo to every prince fo imprudent as not to be 
able to conceal his hatred againft them whofe fer- 
vice is neceflary to him. But let us fay once for 
all, to the advantage of virtue, that, every thing 
rightly confidered, it moft infallibly warrants the 
faccefs of great enterprifes. Wifd m, equity, good 
difcipline, order, courage, good fortune, all things 
which beget one another, in the order in which 
they are here marked, are manireftly the whole con- 
catenation of actions of men truly great. The pro- 
cedure of thole who unjuftly fet themfelves off with 
this comely name, offer, on the contrary, nothing 
but temerity and obftinacy, the companions of blind 
ambition; an intoxication of their power, a vain 
confidence in their talents, a prefumption upon their 
good fortune ; all effects of flattery, which ordi- 
narily fubjects no perfons fo imperioufly as thofe 


j i pre- 
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pretended heroes who believe themfelves born to 
dubject the whole univerfe. 

l had no mind to quit Flanders without feeing 
the places which gave birth to my anceftors. l 
took a pafsport from the Count of Barlaymont, and 
came to Bafsee, to the honfe of Madam de Maftin, 
my aunt. She received me as a nephew whom the 
had difinherited, becaufe he neither believed in God 
nor in his faints, and becaufe he worfhipped none 
but the devil. ‘This was the notion Father 5il- 
vefter, a Cordelier, a famous preacher, and the di- 
rector of this lady, had judged proper to give her 
of all the Proteftants ; and fhe believed him upon 
his word. She carried me to fee an abbey that fhe 
had founded ; and as fhe was fhewing me the tombs 
of fome of my anceftors, which fhe had caufed 
to be erected there, fhe thence took occafion to 
{peak to me of my faith. If I were furprifed to 
hear her utter the reveries that Father Silvefter had 
put into her head, fhe was not lefs, when, to un- 
deceive her, I recited the creed a.d all the prayers 
which are in common to us with the Roman Ca- 
tholics. Ihe fentinients of nature awakened in 
the foul of this lady with thofe of reafon : the had 
never been wanting with regard to me but out of 
her downright honefty. She embraced me with 
tears in her eyes, and promifed.me not only that 
fhe would affure me of all her eftates, but alfo that 
fhe would make thofe of the Vifcount de Gand to 
be reftored to me. She fpoke fincerely : doubtlefs 
Father Silvefter found reafons ftill better to difiuade 
the effect of her good intentions; for nothing of 
all that fhe promifed was ever executed. 

I had above all a particular defire to fee the city 
of Bethune, the country and ancient inheritance 
of my anceftors, who poflefled there for a long 
time very confiderable eftates ‘The treachery Mon- 
feur had úfed with the city of Antwerp, rendered 
all the other citics of the Low Countries fufpicious. 

They 
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‘They would not fuffer me to enter Bethune till after 
I had dhewn my paiiport, declared my name, and 
convinced them [I came from Madam de Maftin ; 
which produced an effect that I little expected I 
had taken the road to an inn, whofe fign was the 
coronet of the family of Bethune, when | faw co- 
ming towards mea platoon of armed men, that 
gave me fome apprelention, lt was, however, the 
burgefles of the city, who, full of refpe&t for the 
blood of their ancient Lords, no fooncr knew who 
I was, than they thought it proper to pay me all 
poflible honours, and brought me a prefent of wine, 
baked meats, and other refections. I did not leave 
this city till after I had vitited exaGly, and exami- 
ned with fecret pleafure, all the public and particu- 
lar monuments which preferved to pofterity the re- 
membrance of the benefits my anceftors had con- 
ferred on this city, and its gratitude for them. 

Flanders having nothing more to detain me, I 
returned to France, and took the direét road to 
Rofny, where I fearce halted, I fet out for Guy- 
enne, full of joy to meet again the King of Na- 
varre after fo long an abfence. This prince recei- 
ved me in a manner that left me no room to doubt 
but he was fenfibly pleafed at my return. He in- 
clined I fhould relate all my adventures, and thofe 
of Monfieur. ‘* Well,” faid he tome, after I had 
done, ‘ is not this the accomplifhment of all I told 
‘ you of this prince at Coutras? but the Vifcount 
« de Turenne, whom I diffauded as much as pof- 
< fible from following him, has managed his mat- 
“ ters ftill worfe than you ” 

‘The expedition of Monfieur into the Low Coun- 
tries had irritated the King of Spain to fuch a de- 
gree, as to make him endeavou: to gain the King of 
Navarre’s friendfhip, and o'er him his fnecours 
for renewing the war with the royalifts of France. 
This propofition he received at Hagemau, whither 

he 
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he had gone to vifit the Countefs of Guiche #; for 
his paflion for this lady was then at its height. "The 
diffidence Henry had of all that came to him from 
Spain, and his natural antipathy againft that court, 
prevented his giving any credit to it, I will not 
take upon me to anfwer for the fincerity of the 
Spaniards in all the offers which were made him at 
different times by Bernardin de Mandoce, the Che- 
valier Moreau, and Calderon. I believe, however, 
there were moments in which the King of Spain 
dealt faithfully with the King of Navarre +, and 
this might be of that number. But be that as it 
will, the King of Navarre gave no anfwer to this 
propofition, and only made ufe of it to convince 
the King and Queen-mother of the purity of his 
intentions. He fent me to Paris, to inform them 
of this ftep of Spain. 

There was no longer almoft any fuch thing as 
{peaking to the King. ‘This prince having retired 
to Vincennes, was inacceflible to all buc his mi- 
nions and the minifters of his pleafures. I expected 
to have been introduced to him by the Queen of 
Navarre; for this princefs, whofe humour could 
not fympathife with that of the King her hufband, 


* Diana, or Corifande Dandoins, Vifcountefs of Lovigny, &c. wife 
and afterwards widow, of Philibert Count of Grammont. In the 
cbfervations upon the emours of A'cand.r the Great, this lady is 
faid to have fent Henry IV. 23 or 24,coo Gafcons, le vied at her own 
expence, Iti: a!fo mentioned there, that the had a fon named An- 
tony, whom that prince oifered to acknowledge for his owns but the 
young man re;sied, that he chofe rather to be confidered as a gentle- 
man than the baftard of a King. Journal of Henry EII’s reign, p. 270. 


-++ That which induced him to believe this, was, that to this letter 
of the King of Spain’s, prefented to the King of Navarre by the 
Chevalicr Moie.u, or the Ccommander Motréc, as Davila calls 
him, book 2. was added an offer of 50,000 crowns a month, made 
by the fame Chevali.r, on the fronucr of Bearn, to ma'ntain the 
Kin, of Navarie’s army, provided he would make war upon France, 
Mem, of the league, vol, 5, 


I had 
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had now * left him to return to the court of France: 
but I learned from Madame de Bethune, that fhe 
was in no better intelligence with the Queen her 
mother, and the King her brother. l had re- 
courfe to Madam de Sauves, who procured me an 
audience of Catherine. The affair appeared to her 
of confequence; fhe fpoke of it to the King, and 
a negouation was begun there. I even cbrained 
from his Majefty a credential letter for the King of 
Wavarre; but what reliance could one have on the 
refolutions of a court, where, it would feem, they 
took never a good ftep that was not immedi .tely 
repented of? "The Queen-mother judged it proper 
to make no other ufe of the hing of Navarre’s con- 
fidence, than to enter into a ftricter union with 
Spain; as this prince came to know by the re- 
proaches the King of Spain made him, for having 
betrayed his fecret, 

One confequence of this reconcilement with 
Spain, was the bad reception Monfieur met with 
from the King upon his return from Flanders, which 
occafioned his retiring to Chateau-Thierry, op- 
preficd with chagrin. As I was now uncmployed 
at home, whether I had retired after fceing my de- 
putation mifcarry, a motive of curiofity led me to 
vilit Monfieur at Chateau-Lhierry, {imagined his 
bad fortune might have made him wifer; but it 
had only abated his pride. He received me with 
fo many civilities, that judging they could not come 
but from fome principle of interett, I immediately 
concluded, he had fome great defigns in his head. 
I no longer doubted it when I heard the magnifi- 
cent offers made me in his name by Aurilly, who 


* From thar time they always lived feparate, notwithftand’ng the 
reproaches which Henry JIJ. often made the King of Navarre on 
that fubjeét, and upon fome others that are mentioned by L’Froile, 
One day, when the latter received fome very fharp letters from Hen- 
ry III. “ The King,” faid he, ‘in all his letters, honours me great- 
e lv; for by the firft he calls me C , and by the lat the fon of 
cs Pee as $ 3 
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had procured me the honour of kiffing his hand. 
Through projects with which Montieur * was in- 
toxicated, I could difcover at the bottom of his 
heart a melancholy and fecret bitternefs that de- 
voured him, and which nothing could difpel. It 
was the beginning of that languor which fome time 
after terminated by death his ambitious projeéts +. 
At my return to Paris, I received an order from 
the King of Navarre to attend him upon important 
affairs. He was meditating to difconcert, if pof- 
fible, all the meafure of the league, the great feope 
of which this ingenious prince early apprehended. 
He needed a man of confidence at court to itudy 
all its motions; and it was to charge me with this 
employment, that he had commanded my attend- 
anee. He communicated his reflections to me, 
gave me all the neceffary inftrutions, and when i 
went to take leave of him, embracing me feveral 
times, he faid, “ My friend, remember that the 
“ principal quality in a man of true courage and 
“ worth, is to keep his word inviolably ; in that 
“ which I have given to you, I will never fail.” I 
was not to feck fora pretext to authorife this fe- 
cond journey to Paris. This favour in whieh I had 
left my two young brothers at court}, made it 


very 


* Monfieur took the titles of Son or France, by the grace of Ged, 
Dukeof Lauthier, of Brabant, Luxemburg, Guolderland, Alencon. 
Anjou, Tourain, Berry, Evreux, and Château-Thierry ; Count of 
Flansers, of Holland, Zealand, Zulpben, Maine, Perche, Mante, 
Meulan, and Beaufort; Marquis of the holy Roman empire; Lord of 
Frietland and Mechlin; Defender cf the Belgie Jiberty. Hercules was 
the name that was given him at his baptifni; but when it was con- 
firmed, it was changed to Francis. 

+ There is not any hiftorian who doubts that he died by poifon, 
Flis blood ran through ail his pores, 2s if every vein had been burft, 
De Thou, book 78. This was, fay the Memoirs of Nevers, for ha- 
ving Jain with La » who made him {mell a poifoned nofegay. 
Ibid. p. 163. Butbeg. pe 33. 35. 

t Solemon a d Philip de Bettune. The firit, as eldeft, was called 
Boron of Refny, and was governor ot Mante, The fecacd has formed 

the 
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very plaufible. ‘lhey began to give jealoufy to the 
minions. ‘Lhe King already made them of his 
parties of devotion, which was a {tep fpeedily to 
arrive at the greateft familiarity. However, I learn- 
ed, on my arrival, that they were difgraced; the 
reafon of which I did not know till a long time af- 
ter, and it is of the number of thofe things that 
ought to be paffed over in filence +. ‘This did not 
hinder me from entering upon my new function at 
Paris, and the court. { gave the King of Navarre 
exact intelligence of all that pafled there, that he 
might take the meafures moft fuitable to the itate 
of his affairs. 

Engaged in this new kind of life, which obliged 
me, by the nature of the occupations in which I 
was taken up, to frequent the court, to mingle in 
the moft brilliant companies of the city, to take 
part in their amufements, their pleafures, their idle- 
nels; in the flower and ftrength of my age, it will 
naturally be expected that Í paid the ordinary tri- 
bute to love. I became defperately enamoured of 
the daughter of the Prefident de St. Mefmin, one 
of the moft beautiful perfons in France 

At firft I wholly abandoned myfelf to a paffion, 
the beginnings of which are fo delightful; and 
when I would have refifted it afterwards, by refleét- 
ing that this alliance was not convenient for me, I 
found this reflection very feeble againft the regards 
of this whole family for me, the friendfhip of a 
refpectable father, and the charms of a miftrefs that 
merited affection. I fhould have had great difficul- 
ty to have broken this chain by my own ftrength. 
La-Fond * propcfed to me, for my diverfion, to 


the branch of the Counts of Sellcs and Charoft, By attaching them- 
{elves to the perfon and party of the K.ng of France, they bots abju- 
red the Proteiiant religios, in which they had been educated, 

+ Thofe who are curicus to know it, need only confult the confef- 
fion of Sancy, chap. 7. 

* La-Fond was his valet de chambre. He is mentioned in another 
place. . o 
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vifit Mademoifelle de Courtnay+, whom he withed 
me to feek, as being of a party more convenient 
for me in all refpeéts. I faw her, and internally 
approved this choice; but Mademoifelle de St. Met- 
inin foon deftroyed all thefe wile reflections. 

I came one dey to flsep at Nogent upon the 
Seine, having with me this fame La-Fond, and fome 
other perfons, ‘hither a fingular chance had con- 
ducted Mademoilelle de Se, Mefinin, and Mademoi- 
felle de Courtenay, which I learned the moment I 
alighted at the inn. ‘The conjunéture was the moft 
delicate, and I judged that there was no way of 
getting clear but by breaking for ever with her of 
the two ladies to whom I fhould refufe my fu ft vi- 
fit and affiduitics, ‘Lhere is no management nor 
addrefs that can in fuch a cafe fatisfy two women at 
once. 

The young fifter of St. Mefmin came down at 
this moment, and found me ina revery, as a man 
who fought to reconcile reafon with love. She per- 
ceived it; and my embarrafiment affording her 
a fine field for the vivacity of her fpirit, the endea- 
voured to draw me to her fifter’s feet; when La- 
Fond approaching me, whifperedin my ear, “ ‘Turn 
“ to the right, Monfieur: there you will find 
€ riches, aroyalextraction, and full as much beau- 
ty, when it fhall have attained to the age of per- 
‘© fe&ion.” Thefe two loofe words feafonably re- 
called my reafon, and fixed my irrefolution. T 
agreed, that ! a-Fond gave me good counfel, and 
that the only difference as to beauty between Made- 
moifelle de Courtenay and her rival, was, that 
the one held me upon the {core of charms, which 
a year or two more promifed the other. I excufed 
inyfelf from going to fee Mademoifelle de St. Mef- 


+ Anne de Courienay, youngeft daughter of Francis de C_urtenay, 
Lord of Bentin, 


min, 
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min, which drew upon me great reproaches; butI 
fuftained the aflault, and in che fame breath re- 
paired to the apartment of Mademoiicile de Courte- 
nay, who valued this facrifice above its price, She 
imparted to me the pleafure fhe took in the pre- 
ference; and I applauded mytelf, when I had con- 
fidered my new miftrefs more attentively, and when 
fome vilits more had acquainted me with her cha- 
racter. She admitted my addrefs, and a {hort time 
after this adventure 1 married her. 

The tendernefs due to an amiable fpoufe, de- 
tained me at Rofny this whole year (1584), in the 
occupations, exercifes, and diverfions of the coun- 
try: another kind of life no lefs new. The coun- 
try, tothofe who have been accuftomed to live at 
court and in the field, is ordinarily an occafion of 
double expence; but it furnifhes many refourccs, 
to aman who knows that good ceconomy can fup- 
ply the place of great riches. A tafte for fine 
horfes, which I had cultivated merely for pleafure, 
made a ufeful part of this domeftic ceconomy. I 
kept jockeys, who went to feek horfes in foreign 
countries, where they were cheap; I fent them to 
be fold in Gafcony, at the King of Navarre’s court, 
where I never failed to draw large fums for them. 
I remember to have fold, among others, a roan 
horfe marked with a peach flower to the Vifcount 
de Chartres, for 600 crowns, which coft me only 
40. The tapeftry of the labours of Hercules, 
which adorns the hall of Sully, came from M. de 
Nemours de la Garnache, who paid me in this coin 
a fine Spanifh horfe that I had fold him at 1200 
crowns. 

Towards the end of this year *, a letter from 

the 


* The peace continuing in force till the following year, the Me- 
moirs of this and .h preceding contain little c neerning the King of 
Navarre, Le Grain r lates the aven ure that happened to him with 
Capi. Michav, who pretended tv have quitteu the fervice o* Spain 
lor that of this prince, in order to find fome opportunity of murdering 

him 
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the Kine of Navarre drew me from this inactive 
life Heinformed me, that the time which he had 
forefeen was arrived in which he had need of his 
fervants; that the ftate and religion were threatened 
with the laft misfortune, if immediate endeavours 
were not ufed to prevent it; and that he fhould 
inceflantly have upon his hands a moft cruel war. 
I inftantly difpofed myfelf to attend this prince, ta- 
king with me, as well for his occafions as my own, 
48,000 francs, from the fale of a wood of tall 

beeches which I made with this intention. 
In effe&t, the hardy enterprifes of the league 
broke out this year *; and one cannot reflect 
without 


him treacheroufly. One day, fays he, when the King of Navarre 
was hunting in the foretts of Aillas, he perceived Michan juft behind 
him, well monnted, with a couple of piftols cocked and primed. 
The Kingjwas alone and unattended, it being cuftomary for hunters 
to feparate: and feecing him approach, ‘* Capt. Michan, faid he to 
him, with a boid and determined air, *¢ difmuunt ; I have a mind to 
“ make trialof your horfe, that I may know ir it be as good a one 
«as you fay it is.” ‘The Captain obeyed; and difmounting, the 
King got upon his horfe, and taking the piitois, ‘4 Do you defign 
t- to fhoot me with one of thefe ? (faid he :) I am told ycuintend to 
“ kill me; but in the mean time [ can kill youif I pleafe.” Say- 
ing this, he difcharged the two piftols in ihe ar, and commandd 
the Captain to follow him, Michbau having good reafens to defe 
to be excufed, took leave of him two cays after, and never after ap- 
peared, Decade of Henry the Great, book 8. Buibeq, wh , at that 
time refided at Paris, in the quality of ambaflador from the Emperor 
Rodolphus II. affares us alfo, in his letters (epift, 46.) that a de- 
ferter, whom he does not name, adminifiered poifon to the King cf 
Navarre; but that this Prince, either by the ftrenath of his 
confiwtion, or the weaknefsof the poifon, felt no oad effects from it: 
and adds, that this f me man having attempted afterwards to fhoot 
him with a piftol, and failed, was takes, and put to the torture; 
and that it was known by the behaviour of Henry HI. upon tnis cc- 
cafion, that he had no part in the detigned affaffinaticn, 

* Tue firft Rep which difcovered the defigns of the league, was 
an affociation of princes, prelates and gentlemen of Picardy, who 
mytat Perenne, to avoid obeying the ediét of fixty-tnree articles, 
given in 1576, in favour of the Proteftants, The maa:fefio thac 
was there drawn up, ferved for a model to all the other Provinces, 
and even to the ftates of Biois, which were fummoned about the end 
of that year, and whofe r fuiutions obl.ged Henry ITI, to declare him- 

felf 


1584. Ores UL LY. D5 


without trembling, that, in lefs than four years, 
ten royal armies fell upon the King of Navarre, 
when the danger that threatened equally the two 
kings was turned againit him alone, through the 

weakneis 


felf the head of the Catholics againft the Huguenots, that he might 
not leave this titie to be affumed by the Duke of Gnife. At rå, 
they talked only of maintaining the Catholic -eligion alone in the 
kingdom ; but at length a debate concerning the fuccefiion to the 
crawn was introduced, into which they brought the Pope and the King 
ot Spain. See the term of thefe affociations in the MS marked 
$826 in the King’s litrary, p. 160. The confpiracy of the nobility 
of Normandy, with the oath to preferve the Catholic religion in 
France, and the crown tothe houfe of Valois, fee in vol. 8832. p. 5. 
All this volume is likewife filled with memoirs relating to the league, 
and the fi:ft tates of Blois. See alfo the treaty the league made with 
the King of Spain at the caftle of Joinville, and figned by the refpec- 
tiv. parties, with may other pieces on the fame fubject, vul. 8866, 
All, or pait of thefe pieces, with very curious circunifances relating 
to the fame fubjcét, may be found in diferent authors, foch as the 
Memoirs ot Nevers, vol. 1. Memoirs of the le-gue, vol. 3. Memoirs 
of iate by Villeroy, vol. 2. De Thou, book 63, & S1. D’Aubigné, 
vol. 2. book 3. chap. 3. Matthieu, vol. 3. book 7, & 8. Le Noven- 
naire de Cayet, vol 1. in init. and many others. Many perfons believe 
the original of the league to be much more ancient, and that it tool 
its rife in the council of Trent, thro’ the endeavours of the Cardinal 
of Lorrain, the uncle; during which Francis Duke of Guifc, on his 
fije, formed the plan of it in France ; but the death of the latier 
fufpende! the effect. Tt is pretended alfo, that Don John of Aufria, 
pafiing thro’ France, in his way to Flanders, concerted the fcheme 
with the Duke of Gutfe, The college of Forterct bas paffed for the 
cradle of the league. T is faid that an advocate named Devid, Car- 
ried the memousto Rome; and thst thoe rnemoirs, which may be 
read in vol. 1. of the Memoirs of the le-gne, being intercepted by the 
Huguenots, gave them the firft ccrtain'y efit. Some perfons have 
doub-ed whether this advocate, who cied in his j urney to Ronie, or, 
as others fay, in his rerurn from thence, did not treat with the 
Pope by his own motion, and agreeably to his own opinion: which 
‘is not lefs probable. As yor Henry IIi. he certainly deferves all the 
reproaches which the Duke of Sully here cafts upon him, He hed 
undeniable proofs of his enennes defigns upon the royal authority ; 
to whom, when he broke the ed’ ct pacification in 1577, he faid 
aloud 'here words ; *€ I am much afraid, that by our endeavours to 
«e fupprefs Culvinifm, we fhall bring the mafs into danger.”” We are 
affured, that all the fecrets of the Je.gue were difcovered by a 
gentleman named La Rochette, to whom they were intrufted, and who 
fuffered himfelf to be taken on purpofe, that he might reveal them 
without danger, In a word, it is allo certain, that the Duke et 
Guife began te raile the ftandata of his party in 1585, wien ne was 
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weaknefs of Henry Ii who received laws from his 
very enemies, and conducted himfelf the hand that 
fought to fubvert his authority. 

Henry IIl. perceiving the league would publicly 
fet up the ftandard of revolt, waked a little from the 
lethargy into which he had been plunged, and 
thought proper to difpatch the Duke de Joyeufe in- 
to Normandy, to oppofe the Duke d’Elbceuf, who 
kept an army there, which the league made ufe of 
to extort the famous edict of July *, by which all 
the Huguenots were ordered to go to mafs, or to 
abandon the Kingdom in fix months. 

Joyeufe, who had my two brothers in his army, 
paifed by Rofny, and engaged me, without difficulty, 
to go with him: by attacking the league, we en- 
tered into thetrue interefis of the King of Navarre. 
I gave him the beft reception in my power; but no- 
think charmed him fo much as the beauty of my 
horfes. 

Lavardin likewife took his way by Rofny, and 
went to lodge at the xtremity of the town. Chi- 


till fo weak, that he cculd nat depend upon more than 4cco foot 
and 1000 horfe, Beauvais Nangis (and he relates it himfetr in his 
Memoirs) afked him one day what he intended to do if the King 
fhould come to at'ack him ; ‘© I will retire immediately to Germany, 
“ (replied the Duke,) and there wait for a moie favourable oppor- 
“€ tunity,” 


* This was the treatv of Nemours. the triumph of the league, and 
the difgrace of Henry IH. Henry 1V. told the Marquis 2e la Force, 
in the prefence of Matthizu, that the moment he was informed of 
this inglorious weaknefs of the King of France, his mufta hes turned 
fuddenly white on that fde of his tace whch he fupported with his 
hand, Afarth, vol 8. S xtus V. meni‘efted his indignation ; and by 
the fame bnil of September 5.1585, wherein hz excom nunicared 
all that affifted the Huguenots, he likewife excommunica’ed thofe 
who undertook any thing againft the King and kingdom, He fore- 
faw at that time all the miferies that would befal France. See thefe 
articles of Nemours, and the proceedings of the league both in 
France and in Rome, Memoirs of Nevers, vol, 1. p. 661, &c. 
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cot *, who would always give a loofe to his plea- 
fant humour, at the expence of avardin, whom 
he called a madman, fent to tell him one day, in a 
very myfterious manner, that that devil of a Hu- 
guenot (meaning me) had kept the deaf man pri- 
foner, (another furname he gave to the Duke of 
Joyeufe). Lavardin, withgut reflecting that his at- 
tempt had been perfectly ulelefs, though it had not 
been ridiculous, armed hin-felf immediately, with 
all his domettics, and came to make a bravado be- 
fore my houfe ; where the railleries of all the com- 
pany were profufely beftowed upon him. 

What I am going to fay, will not be eafily be- 
lieved. Scarce were we fet out together, but upon 
our arrival at Vernueil, the Duke of Joyeufe recei- 
ved a packet from court, which informed him, that 
the King had made a peace with the league, and 
that it was his Majefty’s intention, that the army, 
which only two days ago was to fupport him a- 


œ Chicot was a Gafcon, brave, rich and a buffoon, At the 
fiege of Rouen, he wound d Henry of Lorrain, Count of Chaligny, 
in the thigh ? and teking him prironer, p'efe' ted h m to Henry IV. 
faying, “ Here, keep what I give thee.” The Count, enraged at 
being taken by a fool, gave him a blow on the head with the hilt of 
his fword, which killed him, He ufed to fay whatever he pleafed to 
the King, without giving him any offence. When the Duke of 
Parma came to France, Chicot faid to the King. before all the cour- 
tiers, “ My friend, 1 fee very well thot all you do will fignify no- 
« thing, unlefs you either turn Catholic, or pretend ycu are one.” 
Another time he faid to him, ‘* Iam convinced, that to be peaceably 
*¢ King of France, you would give both Papitts and Hugueno:s to 
“ Lucifer’s clerks: fo true it is, that you kings have no religion 
& but in appearance.” ‘* Iam not furprifed, faid he, another 
time to his Majefty, “ that fo many perfons defire to be kings : it 
« is a good trade, and by working at it only an hour ina dav, one 
<¢ may make fufficient provifion for the reft of the weck, without 
é being ohliged to one’s neighbcurs, But, fer God's fake, my friend, 
s take care and keep out of the hands of the leaguers; for if you 
«e fhould fall into fome of them, they would hang you up hke a 
& hog’s gut, and write upon yonr gibbet, At the crown of France 
« and Navarre are good lodgings to be let, Memoirs of the biflory of 
France, vel. 2. p. 72. 
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gainft the league *, fhould be led againft the King 


of Navarre. Joyeufe, in relating this to me, added, 
“© Well! Monfieur le Baron de Rofny, this ftroke 
‘* will give me a cheap bargain of your fine horfes, 
for the war is declared againft the Proteftants : 
but I affure myfelf, that you will not be fo fool- 
ifh as to go in fearch of the King of Navarre, 
and embark in a party that will infallibly be ruin- 
ed, and make you lofe your fine eftate of Rof- 
ce n Be? 

The Duke might have fpoken much longer with- 
out interruption. I knew the court enough, not 
to be furprifed at any thing from that quarter. But 
I was aftonifhed to think by how many traverfes it 
pleaied Fortune to conduct the King of Navarre to 
that greatnefs which fhe had deftined for him: for 
I was always internally perfuaded of this; and the 
predictions of La Broffe were continually prefent to 
my mind; fo that my anfwer to Joyeufe turned 
wholly upon them; after which I quitted him ab- 
ruptly. ihe extravagance muft have appeared to 
him a little ftrong; and I learned that he faid to 
thofe about him, ‘ There goes a mafter-fool; but 
« he will be finely abufed by his foicerer.” 

I returned to my houfe; from whence I departed 
inftantly, afrer taking fome new meafures con- 
formable to the fudden change which had fo lately 
happened. , I went expeditioufly to Guienne, where 
the King of Navarre was, and ftaid with him four 


4 
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sc 


* The King was obliged toit at Châlons by the leaguers, who were 
affembled there. H fecretely excufed himfelf to the King of Nae 
varre, upon the fcure of neceffity. Tiis prince and the Queen his 
mother fu tered themfelves to be u.sfeafonably intimidated by the threats 
of the league, whofe forces were exaggerated, althougo it wou'd haveg 
been very eafy to have deftroyed them in the beginning. ‘The coun- 
cil miffed an occafion of uniting the Low Countries to the crown, by 
fending back the deputics from thofe provinces without an anfwer, who 
came to offer the fovercignty of them to the King, provided he would 
march with his troops on that fide. Thus were two great errors com- 
imitted at one time, De Thou, book 81. 


or 


or five months, during which he was employed in 
making preparations againft the torm He carried 
me with him to Montauban, where he held fre- 
quent conferences with the Protcftants upon the 
part it was neceflary they fhould take in this con- 
juncture, ‘Che mifery was, that, upon an occafion 
when all was at ftake, they did not underftand their 
true intereft fufficiently, at leaft fo as to keep them 
perfectly united, and to concur honeftly in the fame 
views. From that time fome of the principal 
chiefs thought more of their own particular advance- 
ment than upon that of the king, without reficét- 
ing that their fortunes were fo clofely connected 
with his, that if he failed, it was impoffible they 
could fucceed. Each built a fortune for himielf, 
out of the general plan. 

This difunion of minds fhewed itfelf more fig- 
nally in a particular conference held at St. Paul de 
Lamiate, where audience was given to a doctor of 
divinity, named Butrick, fent by the Elector Pala- 
tine. It was there that the Vilcount de ‘Turenne 
gave the firft marks of that unquiet, double, and 
ambitious fpirit, which formed his character. He 
had, in concert with this Butrick, projected a new 
fyftem of government *, into which they had drawn 
Mef. de Conftans, D’Aubigné, de St. Germain- 
Beaupré, dedSt. Germain de Clan, de Brezolles, and 
others. ‘They wanted to form the Calvinift part of 
France into a kind of republican ftate, under the 
protection of the Elector Palatine, who fhould keep 
in his name five or fix lieutenants in the different 
provinces, 


* The hiftorian who give us the life of the Duke of Bouillon, 
does not deny that thefe were the views of this Calvinilt nobleman. 
ie was avery able politician, extremely ambitious, paffionately de- 
firous of the quality of leader of the Calvinifts of France, and very 
capable of filling that pot. This is all that can be faid of him, to 
foften thefeterms, a little too ftrong, which M, de Sully frequently 
caploys in thefe Memoirs, when he fpeaks of the Duke of Bouillon, 
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In examining this project, it was agreed, that 
the King of Navarre was cleared of all obligations 
to thefe gentlemen; fince, by this plan, they con- 
founded the princes of the blood with the officers 
of the Proteftant party, and reduced them to the 
qu lity of lieutenants under a petty ftranger prince, 
‘This was not the only time that the King of Na- 
varre found fecret enemies in his councils, among 
his creatures, and, in appearance, his moft zealous 
fervants, and even among his own friends and his 
relations. 

We muft lay our account with every thing on 
the part of men. They do not, for the moft part, 
keep to their duty, to fociety, to confanguinity, 
from any regard to benefits, good credit. or virtue, 
but according to their hopes and their fuccefs But 
how could thefe able politicians pretend to main- 
tain unity and concord in their pretended republic ? 
they, who were for giving it fo many heads, and 
heads as independent the one of the other, as un- 
fubjected to a protector too feeble to compel their 
obedience. It was perceived at firft what was 
their objeét : they meant to become each in their 
diftrict fo many fovereigns, not adverting, that 
by this they only delivered up one another to the 
difcretion of Spain, and of the league, who had 
deftroyed them eafily, by attacking them feparate- 
ly. 

"The cabals of the principal officers in the Prote- 

ftant party with a foreigner, which were carried 
on in a manner hidden enough, happily did not 
hinder the better party from prevailing in the af- 
femblies. ‘The Duke of Montmorency * was of 
opinion, that in the prefent danger we fhould be all 
united, and put ourfelves effectually upon the de- 

enfive. I infifted, in all the councils, upon the 


* This is Henry, Marechal Damvillz, afterwards Duke of Mont- 
morency. 
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neceflity of acknowledging the authority of one 
only head, and of not diffipating the power, by di- 
viding it. As we came out from one of thefe coun- 
cils, the King of Navarre drawing me afidc, faid to 
me, ‘* Monfieur le Baron de Rolny, itis not all to 
© fpeak well, we muft act {till better: Are you not 
© refolved that we fhall die together? It is no 
‘* longer time to be good ceconomifts ; all men of 
* honour and confcience muft employ one part of 
“ their eftates to fave the other. I perfuade my- 
« felf, that you will be among the firit to affift me ; 
* and I promife you, if I ever have good fortune, 
€ you fhall partake of it.” ** No, no, Sir,” an- 
fwered I, “ I do not incline we fhould die together, 
“© but that we fhould live, and that we fhould cut 
“ the head off all our enemies. My good manage- 
‘< ment will not be detrimental here, 1 have ftilla 
€“ wood that will produce me 100,cco francs, 
*¢ which I will employ to thisend You fhall give 
“ me more one day, when you are immentely rich. 
« This will happen. I had a preceptor, who had 
€ a devil in his body, and he predicted it to me.” 
The King of Navarre could not help laughing at 
this fally; and embracing me clofely, ‘* Well, my 
« friend,” faid he to me, ‘‘ return to your houfe, 
“ be diligent, and come to me foon again, with as 
“« many of your friends as you can bring with you, 
“« and do not forget your wood of tall beeches.” 
He afterwards communicated to me the defign he 
had to draw the war to Paris, or at leaft to the 
Loire: which was, in effect, the only method to 
fucceed. He told me alfo, that he had practifed 
fome intelligence in Angers, but that he feared the 
Prince of Condé would, by his precipitation, ob- 
ftruct his defigns there more than the Catholics. 
The event will fhew if hethought jufily. He pro- 
mifed to inform me of all that paffed, and took 
leave of me, after a thoufand teftimonies of attec- 
tion, which I fhall never forget. 
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I arrived at Bergerac, almoft in the fame mo- 
ment that the Cardinal de Lenoncourt, M de Sil- 
lery, and M. de Poigny, were deputed by the court 
to the King of Navarre, to reprefent to him, for 
the l:ft time, the neceflity of fubmitting to the will 
of the King, and of changing his religion *. Poig- 
ny came to me the next day, and difclofing to me 
the fubjeét of his commiflion, aflked me what I 
thought concerning the event of his journey. Iaf- 
fured him that he took a ufelefs trouble; and that 
on an occafion when religion, the ftate, and the 
royal authority were in fo great danger, fomething 
elie than words would be neccflar. with the King 
of Navarre. He thrugged his thoulders, fighed at 


55` 
my anfwer, and inftead of replying, ‘‘ I believe,” 


faid he, “ a mafs is a difficult purchafe in this city.” 
I conducted him thither myfelf with the other de- 
puties, endeavouring to perfuade them, by this li- 


* In the Memoirs of the life of J. A. de Thou, book 3. there is 
a converfation which Michael de Montagne had with this prefident, 
which the reader may not b> cifpleafed to fee here. As they were 
difcourfing, fays the author, upon the caufes of the prefent troubles, 
Montagne told the Prefident, tha: he had been a medi ior between 
the King of Navarre and the Duke of Guife, when theft princes weie 
atthe court; and that the lat cr, by his cares, his fervices, and af- 
fiduities, made advances to ga'n the King ot Navarre’s friendship ; 
but finding that he made a jeft of him, and that, after all his endea- 
vours, he was “ili an impiacable en. my, he h d recourfe to war, as 
the laft refource to dete: d tne honour of his family ; that the enmity 
which raged in the minds of thefe two perfons, wus the caule of a 
war, wh.ch was at prefent fo far kindled, that only the death of 
one of ‘hem could extinguith it; tuat neither the Duke, nor any of 
his family, bcleved themflves f.cure, while the King of Navarre 
lived ; and the King of Na.arre, on his fide, was perfuaded, that he 
fhould draw no advantage trom h's rght of fucceffion to the crown, 
during the Duke's bfe. Astor religion, added he, which they both 
make foch . n ife abou’, it is a good pretence to procure adherents, 
bot neither of t.m is much affected by it. The fear of being aban- 
doned by the Prote‘tants, is the fole caufe that prevents the King 
of Navarre from embracing th: relgicn of his anceftors: nor would 
the Duke recede from the conteffion of Ausburg, if his nncle Charles, 
Cardinal cf Lorrain, had convinced h m, that he might follow ic 
without prejudice to hi: interet. Thefe, he faid, were the ienti- 
ments he difcovered in thefe princes, when he was employed in their 
affairs, 
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berty that was allowed to Catholics in a city where- 
in the Proteftants were matters, that we were not 
the real enemies of the King 

It fared with the deputation as I had preditted 
to the deputies. As for me, [ continued my jour- 
ney to Paris; where, on my arrival, I found they 
talked of nothing but of ruining utterly the King 
of Navarre, and Of exterminating the Huguenots. 
Every thing there paffed to the mind of the league, 
which ruled fovereignly fince the fhameful ftep of 
the King; all the Frenchmen that remained were 
obliged to conceal thenfelves, and mourn in pri- 
vate the misfortunes which the King’s weaknefs 
had drawn upon the kingdom. It was to thefe that 
I betook myfe:f; and I had fome conferences with 
Mci. de Rambouillet, de Montbazon the elder, 
d'Aumont, de la Rocheguion, des Arpentis, and 
fome others. They afflured me, that if once the 
King fhould appear in the neighbourhood of the 
Loire, he fhould foon fee a confiderable number of 
true Frenchmen in his train [ confirmed them as 
much as I could in thefe good refolutions; and af- 
ter I had bought horfes at Paris, 1 made hatte to a- 
mafs thofe fums of money that 1 had promifed the 
King. 

I learned by public report, what had lately hap- 
pened at Angers: bur, in order to give a diftiné 
account of it, ihe ftory muft be taken alittle higher. 
Briffac, who was governor of the caftle of this 
city, placed a lieutenant there in his abfence, na- 
med Capt. Grec, with twenty foldiers upon whom 
he reckoned. ‘Pwo of thofe foldiers, who had 
been of the Reformed religion, fuftered themfelves 
to be gained by the King of Navarre and the Prince 
of Condé, and waited only for a favourable oppor- 
tunity to deliver up the caftle to them, which woud 
neceifarily be followed by the furrender of the city, 
When it was learned at Angers, that Henry IIL, 
had joined with the King of Navarre againft the 

league, 
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league, a third party was formed, conducted by 
Du Hallot, who courted Rochemorte and Frefne, 
fo were the two foldiers named. Matters did not 
Jong continue in this ftate: The two foldiers, preff- 
ed by the Prince of Condé, furprifed Capt. Grec, 
and killed him with fome of his men: after which 
they feized upon the caftle. Du Hallot, who knew 
not of the change chat had fo lately happened at 
court, gave himfelr no trouble : on the contrary, 
he reftrained the people, by reprefenting to them, 
that it was by the order of the King that the two 
foldiers had acted: and he remained in his error, 
till offering to enter the caftle, he experienced him- 
felf the treachery of Rochemorte and Frefne; and 
his miftake made him lofe his life upon a wheel *. 
Hitherto all went well for the King of Navarre, 
and the Prince of Condé’s party; but they had alfo 
their reverfe. Rochemorte having been drawn 
beyond the bridge by the Catholics, who kept the 
caftle invefted, perceived that they fought to fur- 
prife the place, and make him prifoner. He wanted 
to re-enter. In this tumult, thofe within the caftle 
thought of nothing but of drawing the bridge in- 
ftantly. Rochemorte grafped at the chains, which 
efcaping him, he fell into the ditch, where a ftag 
which they fed there tore him in pieces. Frefne 
only remained. ‘Two days after, as he was fleep- 
ing upon a parapet on the wall, where he thought 
himfelf in great fecurity, he was killed by a cara- 
bine, fhot from the other fide of the river, at the 
diftance of above 500 paces. After which the Ca- 
tholics chafed the reft of the Huguenots from the 
city and caftle, with the fame facility that they had 
feized it. All this had not happened, if the King 
of Navarre had conducted the enterprife alone; for 
he would not have fuffered the two confpirators to 


* The King was fo greatly afraid of the league, that he publicly 
d favowed Du Hallot’s enterprife. 
act 
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adt fo, till he had been at the gates to fupport them 
with his whole army. 

This enterprize, fo ill concerted, produced more 
than one misfortune. ‘The Prince of Conde being 
occupied in betieging Brouage, when it was told 
him, that his party had furprifed Angers, balanced 
not a moment about quitting the fiege, and going 
to fecond his creatures By arriving too late, he 
loft both the one and the other. It was, moreover, 
the caufe, that all the Catholic troops, hitherto 
difperfed and inactive, affembled again in the neigh- 
bourhood of Angers, which took away all poflibi- 
lity of regaining it, precipitated the actions of the 
campaign, and brought the Prince of Condé himfelf, 
as we fhall fee prefently, into a danger, from 
whence he did not cfcape but by a fignal inftance of 
good fortune. 

After this firft a& of hoftilitv on the part of the 
Reformed, I judged there would be no meafares 
kept any longer, and found mytelf in a very great 
imbarraffment. If I faw danger in continuing at 
Rotny, the country being overtpread with royalifts, 
I found no lefs rifk in my inteution to penetrate to 
the King of Navarre ‘This part, however, I took ; 
perfuaded, that he never had more need of fuccour 
than in the prefent conjuncture; and that the dif- 
ficulty of conveying difpatches through the midft 
of an enemy’s army, was the only caule of my 
not hearing from him as he had promifed. Mefi. 
de Moui, de Feuquieres, and Morinville, to whom 
I imparted my refolution, found it too hazardous, 
and refufed to embark with me. I did not for this 
fail to fet out, efcorted only by fix gentlemen, and 
my domeftics, two of whom carried portmanteaus, 
in each of which were 6000 crowns in gold 

I put up the firft night at Nonancourt, and the 
fecond at Chateandun. Hitherto no unlucky ren- 
counter befel me: for although all was full of Ca- 
tholic foldiers, they imagined every where that I 
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was going, like them, to join he body of the Duke 
of Joveufe’s army; with whom, as a foldier named 
Mothepotain informed me, every thing went very 
well, I diflodged from Chateaudun before day, fear- 
ing an ecclairculment, and came to Vendome; where 
not inclining to be known by Benchart, I made Boit- 
breuil, one of the gentlemen in my train, pafs for 
the mafter of the troop, and I mounted, with the 
domettics, upon ahorie that carried baggage. He 
who appeared to be the chief amongft us, was atk- 
ed feveral queftions ; he anfwered properly, and we 
were fuffered to pafs. We traverfed the whole city, 
in order to lodge in the moft remote fuburbs. Bén- 
chart, who believed us to be Catholics, as we had 
affured him ‘we were, very obligingly fent to coun- 
fel us to return into the city, becaufe the Prince of 
Condé’s army, which had been repulfed before An- 
gers, was difperfed over all the country, and fome- 
times made excurfions to the very gates of the city, 
which rendered our fojourning in the fuburbs very 
dangerous. What he reprefented to us as a mil- 
fortune, we ihould have looked upon as a very 
great hapvinefs; but there was a neceflity for con- 
cealing it: therefore the pretended matter of the 
equipage, feigning to credit this advice, called in- 
{tantly to replace the mails, and return into the city. 
Tt was my province who acted the domeftic, under- 
hand to protract our ftay till the night fhould come. 
The tumult occafioned by the embariaffment of all 
thofe who diflodged, for the order was general, 
ferved to cover our diffimulation. At length, we 
did as others, but not till our horfes were fed and 
refrefhed: the night being half over, we mounted; 
but, inftead of re-cnteri*.g the city, filed off into a 
by-ftreet, which I had caufed to be reeonnoitred, 
and got into the fields on that fide where I fuppofed 

the Prince of Conde’s army might be. 
The evil was, that the artifice which had hither- 
to fucceeded fo well, might occafion our ruin, 
through 


IRSE. Ores VULL W 107 


through the impoffibility of diftinguifhing readily, 
what party thole whom we might happen to meet 
belonged to. A miltake in this might coft us our 
lives; but there being no remedy, we continued our 
route, though with uneafinefs enough, and thought 
that we Gught not to alter our ordinary anfwer. 
In effect, the firt troop we met with was a com- 
pany of light horfe, commanded by Falandre. To 
the Qui vive ? we anfwered, Vive le Roi; and Fa- 
landre not examining the thing to the bottom, coun- 
feiled us to join him, for fear of meeting the Prince 
of Conde’s little army, which he aliet us was not 
far off; adding, thar if we doubted him, we might 
get further intelligence from two or i compa- 
nies of argoulets * who were coming after him. 
Thefe lait words furnithed us with a pretence for 
eluding this perplexing civility : we feigned to have 
reafons for not following the fame route with him, 

and for waiting to take our meafures from the an- 
fwer we fhould receive from the argoulets. In- 
wardly, we were no efs apprehenfive of this other 
rencounter; but we prepared for it, relying ftill 
upon the good fortune of efcaping, under favour of 
difguife. Accordingly we did not fail, to the Quz 
vive? putto us by the next company we met, to 
reply with affurance enough, Vive le Roi, perfuad- 
ed that we fpoke to the argoulets of the royal army, 
of whom we had intelligence, We had like to have 
fared véry badly for having reafon d fojuftly. The 
argoulets having perceived the Prince of Condé’s 
troops at a diftance, had turned off the road, and 
had thrown themfelves into the woods. In place 
of them, we had todo with four companies be- 
longing to the Prince; which we eafily compre- 


* So called from the bows with whi.h they were at firft armed. 
hey ferved on foot cr on horleback, as our dragoons do at pre lent. 
Woea the arquebufes were firft in Wee they were ‘called b: vie arguchu- 
Jes; spi itis by this name they are commonly ftyled in thele Nie- 
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hended, feeing that the whole troop fell upon us, 
and prefenting their pieces, cried out to us to fur- 

render, At that moment, I plainly diftinguifhe 
three captains of my. acquaintance, to whom it had 
not been difficult, in any other fituation, to have 
made myfelf known; but I reflected, that in fuch 
fort of encounters, the firft word, the firft motion, 
tending to an explanation, are generally taken fora 
refufal to furrender, and followed by a clofe dif- 
charge. Inftead, therefore, of naming myfelf, or 
thofe officers, I ufed the demonftration of a man 
who yields himfel! prifoner. I alighted, fuffered 
taem to take my horfes, and marched in a train, 
uil coming near + eff de Clermont and St. Gelais, 
whom I furprifed greatly by embracing. ‘They or- 
dered my equipage to be reftored to me, and like- 
wife the portmanteaus which contained my money. 
The Prince of Conde came up clofe behind thefe 
four companies. He could fcarcely believe what 
he faw, fo hardy did my enterprife appear to him. 
We lay all night in this ‘place, after {upping very 
frugally out of wooden difhes: and when the time 
came which obliged us to feparate, the Prince, who 
was fo ill accompanied, that he was in no condition 
to hold out againft a royal army, nor even againft 
any confiderable detachment, and in a canton where 
he was fought for in all parts, would have engaged 
me to receive him into my troop, as a private 
gentleman, He was too well known: It would 
have been to ruin him, and to have ruined myfelf 
along with him. I prayed him to excufe me I 
made the fame compliment to the Duke de la Tré- 
monille, and charged myfelf only with Mef. de 
Fors, Du-Pleffis, de Verac, and d'Oradour. The 

Prince of Condé remained extremely embarrafied ; 
and finding that it was itilla greater rik to continue 
in the midft of his 1200 horfe, than to march with 
little noife, he divided them all into platoons, of 
which the moft confiderable confiftcd only of twen- 
ty 
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ty cavaliers, made them take by-ways, and march- 
ing himfe Ag through the fame roads, by a good for- 
tune of which there are few examples, twelve times 
efcaped the puriuit of his enemies. 

My own efcape waslictle lefs fignal. To the ftra- 
tagems I had already made ufe of I had joined an- 
other, which wrought wonders, I took the name 
of one of my brothers ; and to appear more youth- 
ful, cut off my beard and muftaches. ‘This, how- 
ever, did not difguife me fo well, but that through 
every place where I paffed, I could hear people a- 
bout me fay, that I perfectly refembled my brother 
the Huguenot. ‘lo avoid the queftions that might 
be put to me, I aflumed the ftyle of a zealous par- 
tizan of the league. I fpread the rumour of the 
Prince of Conde’s defeat, and of the rout of the 
Proteftants by the Duke of Joyeufe. I came in this 
manner to {leep at Chateau-Renard. ‘lhe great dif- 
ficulty was to pafs the Loire: This I would hardly 
have accomplifhed, without M. des Arpentis, who 
did me on this occafion the office of a true friend, 
M. de Montbazon did me another. Ino fooner 
alighted at Montbazon, than he fent me a prefent 
of wine and bon-chretien pears, and treated me 
with fo much kindnefs befides, that although I was 
known in this piace, I complied with his entreaties, 
and ftaid there three days. We had need, our 
horfes beginning to be fatigned. By the death of 
M. de Montbazon *, which happened foon after, 
I was deprived of the occations of fhewing my gra- 
titude toa man, all whofe fentiments aimed at the 
welfare of the ftate. 

Under favour of my new difguife, I traverfed 
Chatelleraud and Poitiers At Ville-fagnan, meet- 
ing with a regiment of Swifs that was going to 
join the Mar echal de Matignon’sarmy, I found my 
advantage in thisencounter. ‘The Swifs took all in 


* He was fain at the battle of Argus, 
good 
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good part that I pleafed to tell them, becaufe I took 
care to provide them every morning with a repaft ; 
and in the end I believe 1 might have reckoned up- 
on them, even under my true name. I travelled 
with them four days, and we did not feparate while 
I could poffibly avoid it. Scarce had I quitted 
them, when paling the river at St. Marfaud, I was 
known by Puiferret. He advanced with his com- 
pany to the bank of the river. Happily for me, I 
had already got to the other fide; and having this 
advantage, I gained the houfe of M. de Neufvy. 
At Marton I went down, as ordinary, into the fub- 
urbs, and immediately, from I know not what 
foreboding, returned into the city. I learned the 
next day, that the door of the ftable in which my 
horfes were fuppofed to be, had been burft opea in 
the night by a petard. I made my reflections upon 
this accident; but they did not hinder me from gi- 
ving orders for my departure, when I was accofted 
by a ftranger, ye faid to me, ‘‘ Monñeur, I do 
“ not defire to know who you are: but if you are 
a Huguenot, and intend to quit this place, you 
are ruined; five miles diftant from hence there 
is an ambufcade of fitty horfe, well armed, 
which, in my opinion, waits for you.” J thank- 
ed this man heartily for his kindneis, without ap- 
pearing troubled at what he had told me. Jan- 
{wered coldly, that although I was not a Hugue- 
not, yet to fallinto an ambuth, feemed to me to 
be always dangerous. F then tune to my inn, 
where pretending that one of my fineft horfes was 
lamed, I ordered them to be all unfaddled. 

To fatisfy myfelf of the truth of what I had 
heard, I made one of my valets, named Perigordia, 
who could imitate perfectly the jargon of a peafant, 
difguife himfelf like one; and after inftructing him 
in what he muft do, fent him to that part of the 
country where I was told the ambufh was pofted. 

Perigordin meeting thele fifty herfemen, told 

them, 
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them, in anfwer to the queftions they put to him 
concerning the news of the city, that my departure 
was deferred tll the next day, He followed them 
toa town, two leagues from thence, where they 
retired, not a little uneafy at having mified their 
blow, and in the refolution of returning next morn- 
ing to the fame place, and he came inftanuy back to 
me to make his report. I fetout that moment; 
and after fome other little adventures of the fame 
kind, arrived at the houfe of Made Longa, and 
from that place at Bergerac, where the King of 
Navarre then was. This prince, on whom nothing 
of all that was done for him was ever loft, held me 
a long time embraced in his arms; and f{hewed him- 
felf fenfible of the dangers to which, from my at- 
tachment to him, I had expofed mytelf. lie would 
know the moft minute par ‘ticularities of my jour- 
ney, and principally the rencounter T had with the 
Prince of Condé, and the flippery condition in 
which I had left him. 

Nothing can exprefs the imbaraffment in which 
the King of Navarre found himfelf at this time : 
without troops, without money, without fuccour, 
he {aw three powerful armies marching againft him. 
‘Lhofe of the Dukes of Maienne and Joyeufe were 
advancing, by great journeys, and he had that of 
the Marechal de Matignon actually in front. ‘Phe 
40,000 francs I had brought with me, came very 
feafonably for this prince, who could not have found 
as much in all his court, We marched towards 
Caftitlon and Montfegur, which Matignon made a 
thew of intending to befiege: but he falling all at 
once upon Caftets, we were obliged to turn to that 
fide ; and after a long and very cold march, for it 
was in the month of February, we arrived time e- 
nough to make them raife this fiege. 

But when we learned that the Duke of Maienne’s 
army was near, then it was, that we could no 
longer imagine any means of being able to refift 

the 
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the efforts of two armies fo fuperior; and the afto- 
nifhment was extreme. We knew not to what 
fide to turn ourfelves, nor what refolution to take. 
One was of opinion, that the prince fhould retire 
into the heart of Languedoc ; another, ftill farther ; 
and a third advifed him to pafs over to Engiand, 
from whence, after having fecured himfelf of power- 
ful fuccours, he thould go and put himfelf at the 
head of thofe that Germany had made him hope 
for. Ail agreed in one point, that the Prince. 
ought to remove from Guienne. It was with regret 
that I faw a fentiment, which would leave the By o- 
teftant party in France without remedy, was ready 
to prevail. And the King of Navarre defiring to 
know my opinion, I reprefented, that the extre- 
mity was not fo prefling as to oblige us to aban- 
don things entirely: that it would be time enough 
to do that, after we had endeavoured once more 
to make head againft them every where: this was 
what did not appear to me abfolutely impoffible, 
by leaving, for example, the Vifcount de Turenne 
upon the defenfive in Guienne, with a fmall body 
of troops, fuch as he could get together; and 
while the Duke of Montmorency did the fame in 
Languedoc, and Lefdiguieres in Dauphiné, the 
King fhould referve the defence of Rochelle and the 
neighbourhood to himfelf, tiil the foreign troops 
that could not brt foon arrive, had put the two 
fides fomething upon an equality. The King of 
Navarre relifhed this advice, and declared that he 
would follow it. <“ But,” added he, “ the Duke 
“ of Matenne is not fo perverfe a boy, but that 
“ he will permit me to take a walk*fome time 
“ longer in Guienne.” He then gave fome orders 
before he fer out for Rochelle, a and made a journey 
to Bearn, which the prefent conjuncture rendered 
indifpentable. 
He was there only eight days; and, during this 
interval, the two Catholic armies having joined, 
r and 
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and feized all the paffages by which they thought 
the King of Navarre could return to Poitou, he 
faw himfelf upon the point of not being able to get 
ont of Nerac. In this critical conjuncture, the 
King refolving to attempt all things, rather than 
not fecure himfelf a paflage *, he left * erac, fol- 
lowed by 200 horfe, and took the road towards 
Caftel-geloux. When he was got half way thither, 
he feparated his whole troop, and keeping only 
twenty of us that were beft mounted, and a like 
number of his guards, named dainte-foy for a place 
of rendezvous for all the reft: then, turning {hort 
he tok a road amidft woods and heaths, which 
he knew by having often been at the chace there, 
and arrived at Caumont, where he flept three hours. 
We pafied the river after funfet, and marched all 
night through the enemy’s quarters, and even over 
the moats of Viarmande; after which, fetching one 
compa{fs more by Sauvetat, we came two hours 
before day to Sainte-foy, where all his men, who 
had divided into fmall plato ns, arrived alfo by dif- 
ferent ways, without the leaft lofs, not even of their 
baggage. The Duke of Maienne, nettled at this 
difappointment of his hopes, went to difcharge all 
his wrath upon Montignac le Comte, where Capt. 
Roux and Serj. More made fo fine a defence againft 
all this army, that it could not oblige them to fur- 
render, but by granting them the moft honourable 
conditions, 

‘This general found lefs refiftance in Sainte-Bazeile. 
Defpueilles, the governor of that fmall place, was 
allied to the family of Courtenay, and reputed a 
very brave man; which gave me a defire to fhut 
mylelf up with him, contrary to the advice of many 
of my relations and friends, who without doubt 


r 


* See this pafage of the King of Navarre, andall the military ex- 
peditions on both fides, in D’Aubigné, v1.3.5 Matthieu, vol. 1. 
bock 18.3 Cayet, book 1, and other hiftorians. 
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knew him better than I. The King of Navarre a 
long time denied me the permiffion | afked of him ; 
at laft, vanquifhed by my importunity, he gave me 
thirty men, with whom [ threw myfelf into Sainte- 
Bazeille. I found the place in a very bad condition 
without ramparts, and the houfes all built of clay, 
which the canon went quite through. However, 
it might have held out fome time at leaft; but De- 
foueilles, being feized with fear, liftencd to nothing 
of advice, and was mad enough to put himfelf into 
the enemies hands, who treated the city as they 
judged proper. The King of Navarre, who learn- 
ed at firft the news of this very confufedly, was 
angry with us all; but when he was inftruéted in 
the truth, all his anger was turned againft De- 
fpueilles. What exafperated him the moft was, that 
this cowardly governor being prefented before him 
to exculpate himfelf, advanced moft imprudently, 
that if the prince himfelf had been there, he could 
not have acted otherwife. The King made him be 
put under an arreft, from which, eight days after, 
he was releafed, at our folicitations. 

‘The King did not abandon the field till at the laft 
extremity, and after having difputed the ground 
inch by inch. In retreating, he threw the remains 
of his forces into Monségur, Caftillon, and Sainte- 
foy I lent him 6000 livres more, to fortify Mont- 
flanquin, where Bethune commanded. At laft, 
fearing fome fatal accident on the fid: of Rochelle, 
he left fome troops in Guienne, under the command 
of the Vifcount de Turenne, and took the road to 
that city, by Pons, and ot. Jean d’Angely. 

There were moments when Henry Ill. indignant 
at the fhameful perfonage the league obliged him to 
play, wifhid ardently to find fome means of reven- 
ging himfclf*. But he wanted to do this without 


* I; wasin thefe moments that he faid, as L’Etoile relates, De 
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danger; and from this motive rejected always the 
thought that often prefented itlelf, of calling in the 
King of Navarre, and of uniting himfelf with him. 
‘The deputies from the four Swifs Catholic cantons 
coming to Paris, to treat of the fuccours which 
fome time before had been demanded of this repu- 
blic; the King, who was then in one of his mo- 
mentary fits of {pite againft the league, thought 
proper to make ule of thefe Swifs for this purpote ; 
which, with the troops that were at his particular 
difpofal, and thofe which depended upon the King 
of Navarre, would form a body capable of redu- 
cing the league to reafon. He wrote to the King 
of Navarre, to acquaint him with his new deligns, 
and defired him to fend a trufty perfon, with whom 
he might confer upon the whole affair, and particu- 
larly upon the ufe they were to make of the Swifs. 
A blank paffport was added to this letter, which the 
King of Navarre filling up with my name, obliged 
me to depart without delay. 

I arrived at St. Maur, where the court then was, 
and went down to the houfe of Villeroy, with whom 
I dined, and ftaid the reft of the day. The day after 
he prefented me to the King, I {hall ever remem- 
ber the attitude and whimfical attire in which F 
found this prince in his cabinet. He hada fword 
at his fide, a hood hung down upon his fhoulders, 
a little cap upon his head, and a bazket full of little 
dogs hung from his neck by a large riband; and 
he kept himfelf fo inflexible, that, in {peaking to us, 
he neither moved his head, nor his feet, nor his 
hands. He began by giving vent to his indignation 
againft the league, which made me conclude he 
had received fome new atiront from it, and treated 
of his union with the King of Navarre, as of a 
thing the utility of which he was perfeéily fenfible 
of: but fome remains of fear-made him always 
add, that he looked upon it as impoflible, fo long 
as the King of Navarre perfifted in his refolutions 
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of not changing his religion. I took the word, and 
told the King in anfwer, that it would be in vain to 
propofe this expedient to the King of Navarre, be- 
caufe by following it he muft aćt againft his con- 
fcience ; but although he were capable of doing it, 
this would not produce what his Majefty expected ; 
for that the motive by which the league was actu- 
ated, was neither a love of public good, nor that 
of religion; that fo precipitate an action would 
therefore lofe the King of Navarre all the fuccours 
that he could expe¢t from the Reformed, without 
detaching for alla jingle man from the league; 
that, on the contrary, fuch a weaknefs would in- 
creafe the pride of their common enemies. ! he 
King replied ; and I ftill pertifted in maintaining, 
that the King of Navarre, by complying with the 
terms propofed, could bring only his fingle perfon 
to his aid; whereas by uniting with him in. the 
condition he was now in, and without exacting the 
facrifice of his religion, he would ftrengthen the 
King’s party with a body powerful in the ftate. I 
{poke in the fame terms to the Queen-mother: and 
I perceived that both the one and the other remain- 
ed fatisfied of the force of my reafons; but that the 
fear of the change which a union with a prince of 
the Reformed religion might produce, was all that 
reftrained them. 1 did not, however, defpair of 
bringing them even to ftrike this bold firoke ; and 
by the manner, not only gracious, but even free 
and open, in which their Majefties acted with me, 
I had room to flatter myfelf with fucceeding in 
this. ‘ 

I left them in thefe. good difpofitions, to go to 
Paris. to confer with the Swils deputies.: I had 
not fo much difficulty to bring them to my pur- 
pofe; it only coft me a little expence in entertain- 
ment, and efpecially in wine; by the means of 
which they promifed, without reftri€tion, a fuc- 
cour of 20,000 Swifs; of which goes only were 

ta 
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to remain in Dauphiné, and the other 16,000 to be 
employed in the fervice, and at the difcretion of the 
two Kings. The King of France again affured me, 
by Mefi. de Lenoncourt, de Poigny, and Brulart, 
that his fentiments were not changed and that he 
paffionately defired the union. It was not lefs ear- 
neftly wifhed for by the King of Navarre.’ In the 
difpatches I received from him almoft every day, 
he exhorted me to fet every thing to work to make 
it fucceed, and even to facrifice for this fomething 
of his intereft. 

At my return to St Maur, after having given 
the King an account of my journey, I brought up- 
on the carpet the queftion about the employment 
of the 16,oco Swifs, and the route they mutt ob- 
ferve. The King demanded, that they fhould be 
brought into the neighbourhood of Paris; and even, 
if there was need for | it, ferve him againft the league. 
I forefaw all the inconvenience that might arife from 
this arrangemant, and did not condefcend to this 
artifice, but by the exprefs commandment of the 

{ing of Navarre, who thought fo little ought not 
to fruftrate the accommodation. It will be prefent- 
ly feen, whether this article was fo frivolous as was 
im agined, and what was the confequence of this 
evil compliance, 

‘The treaty between the two Kings being conclu- 
ded, upon the conditions that have been mention- 
ed, I thought of nothing but quitting the court. 
I left only Marfilliere at Paris, under colour of pur- 
fuing the negotiation that had been begun : but he 
had ‘only attended me to Paris, to take the firft fa- 
vourable occafion of going to Germany, by the 
means of Meff. de Clairvant and de Guitry; on 
purpofe to facilitate there the miffion of a body of 
German troops, which the Preteftants of thofe 
countries had promifed to the King of Navarre. 
This defign Manfilliere executed happily. As for 
me, after remaining cight days ‘only at Rofny with 

my 


118 MEMOIRS Book If. 


my wife, I rejoined the King of Navarre, very well 
fatisfied with the fuccefs of my commiffion. 

This prince could not refolve to continue fhut up 
and ufelefs in La-Rochelle. He fo managed, that 
he obtained from the inhabitatants 1200 foot, 200 
horfe, and three cannons, which he gave to the 
Duke de la Tremouille, to'go and take ‘Talmont, 
which he could not fuffer to continue in the hands 
of the enemy. I followed the Duke de la Tre- 
mouille, with Mignonville, Fouquerolles, Bois-du- 
Lys, and fome other officers, and I had the charge 
of the artillery. 

The town having no fortifications, we feized it 
without oppofition, and immediately attacked the 
caftle. The walls were very ftrong, but had no 
works on the outfide. Maroniere, who was go- 
vernor of it, although he did not expect to be at- 
tacked, reckoned upon fome fpeedy fupplies that 
Malicorne had engaged to bring him; which deter- 
mined us to prefs the place vigoroufly. The paf- 
fage by fea from Talmont to Rochelle is but fix 
hours. I imbarked for that place to fetch a fup- 
ply of powder, of which I had not a large enough 
provifion, and to inform the King of Navarre, that 
we fhould hardly fucceed with fo fmall a number of 
men. The King fpeedily raifed 2090 more in the 
neighbourhood of Rochelle, and fhipped them on 
board of three vefleis, which for two days were in 
danger of perifhing. At iength we arrived at Tal- 
mont; the three veffels caft anchor there, one after 
another; and the befieged, learning that the King 
of Navarre conduéted the attack in perfon, furren- 
dered to him, 

It was want of money that had prevented Mali- 
corne from fetching fupplies to the governor of 
‘Talmont. The King of Navarre, feeing himfelf 
delivered from this fear, led his troops to attack 
Chizai. Fayolle, who commanded there, defended 
himfelf perfe&lv: he made good ufe of a culve- 

rine, 
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rine, which was the only piece of artilery he had 
in the place ; and did not yield rill he faw himfelf 
deprived of all refource. I remarked it as a fingular 
thing, that Madame having fent the fteward of her 
houfehold with a letter to the King her brother, a 
bullet of this culverine entered into the body of his 
horfe by his fundament, and came out at his breaft, 
yet he was not thrown down, but continued upright 
above half a quarter of an hour. 

Another fhot from an arquebufe caufed a much 
greater misfortune. A gentleman charged with a 
verbal meflage to the King of Navarre, concerning 
important affairs, was fhot dead at the feet of this 
prince, having only had time to tell that he came 
from Heidelberg. trom Mef., de Clairvant and de 
Guitry. ‘This officer was fent to inform the King, 
that the German horfe, and other Proteftant troops 
from Germany were ready to enter France; and to 
inguire at him through what place he thought it 
proper they fhould march. Some were for their 
entering by Lorrain, where the league was moft 
powerful; others maintained, that they ought to 
take their route by the Bourbonnois, from thence 
by Berry and Poitou, coafting the Loire. Mef, 
de Montmorency and de Chatillon gave their opi- 
nion for keeping chem in Languedoc, and all along 
the Rhone, Never was feen fo great a diverfity of 
fentiments, and, as ill fortune would have it, the 
very worft prevailed; that is to fay, the advice to 
make them enter into Beauce ; doublefs. becaufe 
the King of France did not incline to remove them 
from himfelf, to the end that he might be enabled 
to employ them upon occation againft the league, 
or at leaft to give itan umbrage. It is not probable 
that the King of Navarre would have contented to 
this: but the accident that has been related was the 
caufe that he was not even informed of all thefe 
conteftations, 

This prince, with the fame good fortune, took 
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Sanzay, and afterwards St. Maixant. The noife of 
five or fix canons, which hitherto were feidom 
made ufe of in fieges, produced this effeét. He a- 
vailed himfelf of his good fortune; and feeing 
himfelf reinforced with 20c horie and 1500 foot, 
which were brought him by the Prince of Conde, 
and the Count de la Rochetoucault, whom he had 
juft made Colonel-General of his infantry, he be- 
lieved himfelf able to undertake the fiege of Fon- 
tenay, the fecond place in Poitou; although he was 
not ignorant, that in this place there was a brave 
governor, and a ftrong garrifon. ‘This governor, 
whofe name was La-Rouffiere, refolved to defend 
not only the city, but the fuburb Des-Lodges alfo, 
which was larger and richer than the city itfelf, 
and furrounded on the outfide with a large ditch ; 
to which were added {trong barricadoes, which fhut 
up the entrance of this fuburb, The King of Na- 
varre fent La-Rochefaucault, at the head of forty 
gentlemen, to attack the head of this fuburbd in a 
very dark night. I joined Mef. de Dangeau, de 
Vaubrot, d’Avantigny, de Challandeau, de Feu- 
quieres, de Braffeuffis, Le Chene, and two or three 
others. We pofted ourfelves at the fide of the bar- 
ricadoes, with our pikes in our hands, and our pil- 
tols at our girdles, to throw them down, or leap 
over them, We were repulfed three times. Vau- 
brot, Avantigny, and I, in falling, drew five or fix 
barrels of dung upon us, under which we thought 
to remain intangled ; but thofe who were at our 
fide having at that moment forced their barricadoes, 
we raifed ourfelves under favour of this effort; and 
the enemies feeing us mafters of the barricade, 
thought of nothing but retreating, after having fet 
fire co it, for fear that, by purfuing them too 
clofely, we fhould enter pel-mel with them into 
the city. 
We lodged ourfelves in the fineft houfes of the 
fuburb, where we found at the fame time commos, 
1 dioufnefs 
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dioufnefs and abundance. The only inconvenience 
we fuffered, was from the fmall fhot of the place, 
which, from the terrafs of the grand gate, com- 
manded the whole ftreet, and made the entrance to 
the King’s and our own houfes very dangerous; 
and the batteries upon the ramparts commanding 
all the avenues of this fuburb, it was impoflible to 
enter it without being expofed to continual dif- 
charges, One day, as I croffed the ftreet, going 
from my own houfe to that of the King, which was 
the moft beautiful in the fuburb. a ball battered a- 
gainft my headpiece, juft as Liberge, my valet de 
chambre, came up to faften it. I caufed a rope to 
be inftantly faftened acrofs the ftreet, and, by 
means of fome cloaths that were hung over it, pre- 
vented the befieged from feeing at leaft comers and 
goers. 

We afterwards applied ourfelves without remif- 
fion to the trenching and the fap. The King of 
Navarre took incredible pains in this fiege, he con- 
duéted the miners himfelf, after he had taken all 
the neceffary precautions againft the fupplies that 
might arrive from without. ‘The bridges, avenues, 
and all the roads that led to the city, were ftrictly 
guarded, as likewife great part of the country, One 
night, when I was upon guard with twenty horfe, 
at the ford of a river, 1 heard the noife of horfes 
and irons at a diftance, which left me no room to 
doubt but I fhould be inftantly attacked. This 
noife ceafed for fome minutes, then began again 
with more violence, and was heard fo near, that I 
put myfelf upon the defenfive. I fuffered the troop 
to approach, in order to give them a clofe fire : 
but when we were juit ready to difcharge, I per- 
ceived that what had given me fo great an alarm 
was only a herd of horfes and mares, which had 
been wandring all over this plain, and came to wa- 
ter at the river. I was the firt to laugh at this 
adventure ; but inwardly I was not forry that I had 
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given orders tothe perfon whom I pitched upon to 
go for affiftunce, not to depart til we fhould be 
engaged in tight. 

At this fiese, my principal employment was to 
conduct the artillery. The fap was at laft fo far 
advanced, that we could hear the voice of the fol- 
diers who guarded the parapets, within the lodg- 
ment of the miners, It was the King of Navarr 
who perceived this frt He fpoke, and made 
himfelf known to the befieged; who were fo afto- 
nifhed at hearing him name himfelf from the bot- 
tom of thefe fubterraneous places, that they de- 
manded to capitulate. The propofitions were all 
made by this {trange way ; the articles were drawn 
up or rather dictated by the King of Navarre, the 
fecurity of whofe word was known fo thoroughly 
to the befieged, that they did not require a writ- 
ing. They had no canfe for repentance ; the King 
of Navarre, charmed with the noblenefs of this 
procedure, granted the garrifon all honours, and 
preferved the city from pillage. 

A woman of the city having killed a fat hog the 
fame day that they had eapitulated, hearing “that 
the garrifon had furrendered, imagined a pleafant 
itratagem, to conceal the prey from the avidity of 
the foldiery. She made her hufband hide himfelf, 
and wrapping the dead animal in a fheet, laid it, by 
the help of fome friends, in a coffin, and by her cries 
drew all her neighbours together, ‘The lugubrious 
apparel of a funeral, inftructed them in the fubjeét 
that the pretended widow had to lament at fuch a 
rate. The priefts were deccived as well as others : 
one of them conducted the proccflion aerofs the 
fuburbs, into a church-yard without the city, with 
the permiflion of the King of Navarre. The cere- 
monies being performed, and the night being 
come, people potted by this woman near the grave, 
came to take up the dead, and were juft ready to 
carry it into the city; when they were perceived 
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by fome foldiers, who driving them from thence, 
difcovered the truth, and feized the prey. One 
may well imagine the fecret was not kept; it was 
already no longer one in the city; a pricft, to whom 
this woman, prefed with remorfe of confcience, 
had opened herfelf, fpread the adventure every 
where. 

The King of Navarre leaving the Lord of La- 
Boulaye governor in this place, went to take the 
abbey of Maillezais, the fituation of which he found 
fo advantageous, that he conceived a deflign of 
forming it a regular fortrefs He ordered me to 
draw a pian; and Davailles a relation of La-Bou- 
laye, was appointed to guard it. His troops more- 
over feized Mauleon, and after that the caftle of 
La-Garnache; from whence M. de Genoveis * 
drove his own mother. She retired to Beauvois, a 
{mall town upon the fea-coaft, whither her fon ftill 
purfued her; but he fell at this time into her 
hands himfelf, and fhe in her turn made him pri- 
foner of war. 

I was not prefent at thefe fieges : the forrowful 
news I received from Rofny obliged me to go thi- 
ther. During my ftay at St. Maur, I obtained a 
protection for my caftle and eftate of Rofny, and 
all the paffports that were neceflary for my going 
thither when I fhould think proper. It was this 
that made me eafy with regard to my wife, at a 
time when all forts of outrages againft the Proteft- 
ants were authorifed. I learned that this town was 


* D’Aubigné (vel. 3. b. I. c. 10.) explains this better. The 
lady of La-Garnache, fays he, fftzr tothe Duke of Rohan, held the 
city of La-Garnache, and the caftle of Beauvois upon the fea, in 
nev'ralitv, Her fon, called che Prince of Genevois, upon a pretence 
of his mother’s marriage with the Duke of Nemours, feized La- 
Garnache, by means of a correfpondence he held with the domef- 
tics, He made the fame attempt upon Beauvois; but he found 
him lf the prifoner of his mother. The refult of all this was, that 
the King of Navarre interefting himfelf in procuring his liberty, 
obtained it, and by the fame means the place, &e, 
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at that time almoft totally depopulated by the 
plague: my wife had there loft the greateft part of 
her domeftics; and fear had obliged her to fly into 
a neighbouring foreft. where fhe had pafled two 
days and two nights in her coach. She had after- 
wards taken refuge in the caftle of Huet, belonging 
to Madame de Champagnac, my aunt, which is 
not far diftant. “Phe joy which fhe feit to know I 
was fo near her, gave way to her fears of the dan- 
ger I incurred by coming amongft perfons infected 
with the plague: and ihe thought to force me to 
return, by ordering the gates of the caftle to be 
dhut upon me. She had too much need of fuccour 
and confolation to be abandoned in this ftare. I 
entered, notwithftanding her retiftance, and ftaid a 
month in this houfe, having only two gentlemen 
and two domeftics with me, and breathing the air 
of the country in freedom; for the report of the 
plague kept trom my houfe all the importunate. I 
was net wholly ufelefs to the King of Navarre all 
this while: my wood-merchants ftill owed me 
24,000 livres, and I preffed for the payment of it. 
The perfecution that opened againft all Proteftants, 
left me at their mercy; and the fear left this mo- 
ney, together with all my eftates, fhould be con- 
fifcated for the ufe of the league, obliged me to 
content myfelf with 10,coo livres. 

As foon as the contagion ceafed, I carried my 
wife back to Rofny, after having taken the necef- 
fairy precautions to purify the houfe; and I quitted 
her upon the report, that the Duke of Joyeufe, 
whofe march had hitherto been flow, and his ope- 
rations inconfiderable, was advancing haftily, to 
drive the King of Navarre from Poitou. ‘This 
prince had juft then beenrepulfed before Niort and 
Parthenai; and finding himfclf unable to keep all 
his fortreffes againft forces fo fuperior, he caufed 
the greateft part of them to be rafed and ee 
"= tle, 


RES Coa OIDESFO T L Y ias 


tled, and preferved only Fontenai, Taimont, Mail- 
lezais, and St. Maixant, retreating to Rochelle, 
where I found him. 

The treaty of alliance between the two Kings, 
which was mentioned above, feening. to promife 
quite another thing, the reader, doubtlefs, is im- 
patient to know the fuccefs, It was no longer in 
the queftion; in one moment all was overthrown. 
The procedure of the court had fomething in it 
very fingular. It would be a myftery abfolutely 
incomprehenfible, if one did not know of what va- 
riations a prince is capable, who abandons him- 
{elf to irrefolution, timidity, and floth, In mat- 
ters of ftate, nothing is worfe than this fpirit of 
indetermination. One muft not in thefe difficult 
conjunctures abandon all, nor refufe all to hazard; 
but after having chofen an end by wife and cool 
reflections all the fteps that one makes ought to 
tend to arrive at it One cannot indeed too dear- 
ly buy, nor prefs too mucha neceflary peace ; but 
in critical cireumftances, nothing ought to be more 
carefully avoided, than keeping the minds of a 
people in fufpenfe, between peace and war. It 
was not by fuch maxims that Catharine’s counfel- 
lors conducted themfelves; if they formed any 
refolution, it was only momentary, but never 
final; and in fo timid a manner was it always 
formed, that it did not remedy even the prefent 
evil but moft imperfectly. ‘The fault of all 
minds taken up in little frivolous intrigues, and, 
in general, of all thofe who have more vivacity 
than judgment, is to reprefent to themfelves that 
which is near, in a manner that dazzles them; 
and not to fee at a diftance what is through a 
cloud. A few moments, a few days, are what 
thev call futurity. 

To this fault of never being able to come to a 
decifion, the King, or rather the Queen-mother, 
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aided another to crown all*, It was the ufing I 
kaow net what little affected diffimulation, or ra- 
ther a miferable ftudy of doublenefs and deception, 
without which fhe imagined there could be no po- 
litics, The firft of thefe errors concealing from us 
the evil which threatened us, and the other tying 
the hands of thofe who might have affifted us to 
prevent it; what could we expect if it was not to 
be overwhelmed founer or later? Ít was this that 
happened to Henry IH.; for not bring able to re- 
folve to make ufe of the remedy that was cffered 
him, I mean the junction of his troops with thofe 
of the King of Navarre, in order to repel vigor- 
oufly the enemies of his ‘authority. It was requi- 
fite to engage him in this, (for he did refolve upon 
it in the end), that he thould fee himfelf in an ex- 
tremity which might have been as fatal to the 
royal name, as fhameful to the memory of this 
prince. 

Catharine had recourfe to her ordinary artifices, 
and thought {he performed a great deal, becaufe 
fhe travelled a great deal. She went to Poitou, 
and conferred many times with the King of Na- 
varre + at Coignac, Saint-Brix, and Saint Mai- 


* Tt has been atlirmed, that the interet of the true religien had no 
part in the pclitics of this Qu en. Witnefs thefe werds which fhe 
was heard to fay, when fhe thought the battle of Dreux was loft. 
«© Well! we muf pray to God then in French !” 


+ The Queen afking him wh the would have ? he replied, look- 
ing at the voung oie fke had broug ht with her, « There is nothing 
“ here, Madam, that I would have.” Peref. Mathieu (vol. 1. 
b. 8 p. 5:8.) acds, that Catua ine preffing him to make fome over- 
ture, ‘© Madam,” al he, ‘' there is no overture here for me.” This 
interview was at S". Brix, Sept, 25. He was hurting one day at Sr. 
Brix, and wanting to thew that his herle was more lively than two 
very fine ones belonging to Bellievre, a herd of pigs behind a hedge 
frighted his horfe, who threw himfelf over upon him, He remained 
fentelefs, bleeding at the nofeand mouth, They carried him like one 
dead to the caftle. However, two cr three days after he was net to 
be feenthere, Miem, of Nevers, vol. 2, p, 583. 
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xant. Sometimes fhe fought to feduce him, at o- 
ther times to make him tremble at the fight of the 
confiderable forces that were ready to pour upon 
him, and whole operations, {he told him, fhe had 
hitherto fufpended. In a word, fhe forgot nothing. 
that fhe thought might induce him to change his 
religion, It may well be believed, that it was not 
without regret fhe faw the league in a condition to 
opprefs the King of Navarre, becaufe it was not 
her intereft that this fhould happen. But what fe- 
curity did the give this prince, by the rath and un- 
feafonable meafures in which fhe wanted to engage 
him? Had he not reafon to believe, that this pro- 
pofal of abjuring his religion, which fhe was incef- 
fantly laying before him, was not, at bottom, but 
an artful fnare to deprive him of the affiftance of 
the Proteftants, to make him countermand the 
troops that came to him from Germany, to draw 
him to court, to ruin him, and, after him, all his 
adherents? | had particularly proofs that juftified 
this thought. The conferences at which I was 
prefent with the King, not affording me the means 
of clearing my fufpicions, I held private ones, by 
his orders, with the Ladies D’Uzes and De Sauves, 
who were better acquainted with Catharine’s incli- 
nations than any other perfons; and by whom I 
was fo much beloved, that they always called me 
their fon. The better to know their thoughts, I 
feigned to be aflured of what I did only conjecture, 
and complained that the Queen-mother fought by 
all manner of means to facrifice the King of Na- 
varre to the league. Thefe two ladics confeffed to 
me in confidence, that they believed religion fer- 
ved Catharine only for a pretence, and that things 
were in fuch a ftate, thatthe King of Navarre muft 
no longer think of getting out but fword-in-hand, 
They affured me afterwards, that they faw with a 
good deal of uneafinefs the bad difpofitions of the 
council towards this prince. Thefe words I have 
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always believed to be fincere, although fpoke ina 
court where, next to gallantry, falfchood was the 
principal ftudy. 

Whatever were the Queen-mother’s intentions *, 
fhe returned without having obtained any thing ; 
and Joyeufe with an army came to occupy her 
place. The condudi cf an arny intrufted to Joy- 
ufe was a fecond myitery. Was it to mortify the 
heads of the league, who had pretenfions there, or 
to ruin them outright, if the new general had fuc- 
ceeded? Was it, onthe contrary, the difcovery 
of his conneétions with the league, that induced 
the King to give him a place, wherein he was af- 
fured this ungrateful man would perifh, or at leaft 
mifcarry ? Or was it only to remove a favourite, 
whom a new comer had deprived of the good gra- 
ces of the King: for it is often a mere bagatelle, a 
nothing, that produes the efrects, which we are 
always willing to attribute to motives the moft 
grave. Was it not rather to inhance the luftre of 
his favour by a poft the moft honourable ? Such 
was the fpirit of the court, that conjectures, even 
the moft oppofite. were fupported by equal proba- 
bilities? One thing however which feems to deter- 
mine in favour of the laft, is, that the army 
which Joyeufe commanded was compofed of the 
principal forces of the kingdom, that it was emi- 
nently filled with the flower of the nobility, and a- 
bundantly provided with all that could render it 
victorious. 

The King of Navarre employed himfelf princi- 
pally in putting St. Maixant in a condition of de- 
fence: he went thither with fo much precipitation, 


* Aftera long converfation, the Queen mother asking him if the 
trouble the hai been at was to pruduce no o'her fruit to her who 
wihed nothing more than repofe; hz replied, “ Madam, T am not 
“ the caufe of it; it is not I who hinders tvou from fleeping in your 
“ bed, itis you that prevents me from reting in mine; the trouble 
‘£ you give yourfelf, pleafes and nourifhes you; peace is the greateft 
“enemy of your life.” Werct. part 1, 
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that, finking under his watching and fatigue, he 
was obliged, in his return to Rochelle, to throw 
himfelf into a waggon drawn by oxen, where he 
flept as in the moft elegant bed. To {pare the 
provifions with which he had ftored St. Maixant, 
he had ordered the two regiments of Charbonnieres 
and Des Bories, named to defend it, to poft them- 
felves at La-Motte Saint-Eloi, and there to expect 
the enemy’s arrival. All this could not prevent the 
reduction of this laft place, and of its caitle, nor 
that of St. Maixant, Maillezais, and many others, 
any more thin the defeat of feveral campanies, a- 
mong others that belonging to Defpueilles, which 
was beat almott in the tight of La-Rochelle. ‘The 
cruel behaviour of the conquerors rendered thefe 
misfortunes ftill more fenfible: all we could do 
in revenge, was to fall upon the waggons and the 
ftragglers, during the marches of this army. 

One day, as the Duke of Joyeufe led his army 
back again from Saintes to Niort, I pofted myfelf 
with fifty horfe in the foreft of Benon, near the 
highway, feeking the occafion of ftriking fome 
blow. A foldier mounted by my order to the top 
of a tree, to obferve the crder and motions of the 
enemy’s army, told us, that he faw a detachament 
advancing at fome interval from the firft battalions. 
Thofe who accompanied me were for falling upon 
this detachment, which might perhaps be fubdued, 
before it could be fuccoured, I did not relifh this 
propofal. {remembered a maxim of the King.of 
Navarre’s, That one rarely fucceeded in attacking a 
party atthe head of a whole army; and I reftrained 
the ardour of my troop, who burned with defire to 
come to blows. We faw therefore this detach- 
ment pafs by, and afterwards the whole army, the 
battalions of which we could eafily count. ‘The 
laft ranks marched fo clofe, that I was of opinion, 
there was nothing to be done: but as we were 
ready to retreat, the fentinel informed us, that he 
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faw two fmall fquadrons of fifty or fixty horfe each, 
marching at a great diftance from each other. I 
wanted ftill to have fuffered the firft to pafs by ; but 
it was impoffible now to reftrain the troop. We 
fell upon the firft, and routed them; twelve or 
fifteen were left dead upon the place, we took as 
many prifoners, and the reft faved themfelves as 
they could. Butwhat regret did I not feel for not 
having followed my own opinion, when I learned 
that this fecond troop was compofed of fifty of 
the principal officers of the Catholic army, ‘with 
the Duke of Joyeufe himfelf at their head, who had 
{topped at Surgeres. to refrefh himfelf with a col- 
lation! When I gave the King of Navarre an ac- 
count of this action, he told me fmiling, that he 
perceived very well I was willing to {pare the 
Duke's fquadron, in favour to my two brothers 
who were with him. One of them having a defire 
to fee La Rochelle, I obtained a paflport for him, 
and conducted him every where. I had myfelf oc- 
cafion to take a tour to Niort, where the enemy’s 
army lay, to agree upon terms of a combat that 
had been propofed between the Albanois of Capt. 
Mercure’s company, and a like number of Scots 
under the command of Wymes; but the Duke of 
Joyeufe would not permit it to be executed. 

I found this general gloomy and difquieted. I 
gueffed fo truly the caufe of his uneafinefs, that 
when he told me, that he was on the point of go- 
ing as far as Montrefor; I did not hefitate to an- 
{wer with an air meant to increafe his fufpicions, 
that from thence he could go very eafily as far as 
the court. At thefe words he turned towards my 
brother, as accufing him of having revealed what 
had paffed. Tho’ he knew that there was nothing 
init, he imagined his difgrace was certain, fince 
the report of it had already reached Rochelle; and 
it was this, I believe, that confirmed him in his 
refolution to go and deftroy, by his prefence, the 
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cabals of his ill-willers He concealed his fenti“ 
ments, however, and anfwered coldly, that I fuf- 
fered myfelf to be deceived by my too great dif- 
cernment. He endeavoured to perfuade me, that 
he had no intentions of 1eturning to Paris. I was 
fo well aflured of the contrary, that I went back 
immediately to the King of Navarre, to concert 
with him proper meafures for availing ourfelves 
of his abfence, which would leave the Catholic ar- 
my wichout leaders; for I did not doubt but a part 
of the general officers would take this journey 
likewife : in effect, Joyeufe was no fooner fet out 
than his whole army, already badly difciplined e- 
nough, lived without rule and without obedience. 

The King of Navarre, who had fecretely aflem- 
bled 1200 men, drawn out of his garrifons, fell fo 
feafonably upon the companies of Vic, of Belle- 
maniere, the Marquis of Refnel, Ronfoy, and 
Pienne, and even upon that of the Duke of Joy- 
eufe, that finding part of them in bed, and part at 
table, he cut them all in pieces. He oftener than 
once alarmed the whole army, which remained 
under the command of Lavardin. He followed it 
to La-Haye in Touraine, and found means to keep 
it, as it were, befieged during four or five days. 
If on this occafion he had had forces fufficient to 
have enabled him to keep his poft longer, I believe, 
that hunger would have delivered the whole army 
into his power. ‘The foldiers fpreading themfelves 
over the villages, and expofing themfelves every 
where to procure provifions, we paled the river, 
and furprifed them every moment. 

In this little time, we killed and took above 600 
men. With fix horfes only, I went into a village 
full of foldiers: .they were fo accuftomed to be 
beaten, that I ordered the arms of thofe who were 
at the tables, and upon the beds, to be feized, and 
their matches to be put out, without their ottering 
to repulfe us, although they were about forty in 
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number. I brought them to the King of Navarre, 
and they inlifted in his troops. 

The Count of Soiffons, who had long been dif- 
contented with the court, gave the King of Navarre 
hopes, that he would come over to his party; and 
this prince neglected nothing that could keep him in 
thisdifpofition ‘he negligence of the Catholic 
army furnifhing an occafion, fuch as both the one 
and the other waited for, the Count of Soiffons 
took the road towards the Loire, and the King of 
Navarre fent all his troops to Rofiers, to facilitate 
this prince’s paflage over the river. They ferved 
him likewife to feize the baggage of the i-uke de 
Merceeur’ The great convoy that efcorted it, was 
attacked fo fuddenly near a bank, that they furren- 
dered without ftriking a blow, and the baggage, 
which was extremely rich, was entirely pillaged. 
My part of the booty amounted to 2000 crowns. 
My brothers were no longer in this army; I had 
obtained a paffport for them to leave La-Haye. 

‘This fervice did not remain without recompence : 
they procured me trom the court a pafiport to Pa- 
ris, whither a prefling occafioncalled me. At this 
time the perfecution againft the Proteftants was at 
the height. On which fide foever they turned, they 
faw nothing but open abyfles. In the villages, where 
aii became foldiers for the fake of pillage, their 
houfes could not fecurethem from the fury of their 
perfecutors. In Paris, and the great cities, they: 
were expofed to rigorous fearches, which the zeal 
of religion in{pired, and the defire of being enrich- 
ed by their fpoils made but too cruelly executed. 
Princes will often fee themfelves fubjeéted to mis- 
fortunes like thefe, the greateft that can befal a king- 
dom, fo long as they will not know how far their 
rights and duties extend in this refpect. They 
cannot beyond meafure be enraged at any kind of 
action by which nature, fociety, or the laws, are 

wounded, 
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wounded *. A religion capable of authorifing fuch 
actions, becomes neceffarily an o-ject of the rigour 
of Raeirsualtice ; ; and in this only inftance is religion 
fubjected to the power of crowned heads; but their 
power is not extended to the internal fentiments of 
confciences. In the precept of love to God the 
different apprehenfi:ns of which form the diverfity 
of religions, the Sovereign Mafter referves to him- 
felf whatever reaches not beyond fpeculation, and 
leaves to princes all that tends to deftroy common 
practice. ‘The ignorance or the contempt of this 
maxim, was the caufe that the Reformed led an 
unhappy life. They whofe eftates were large 
enough to admit of their living in Paris, chofe that 
as the leaft dangerous way, becaufe of the facility 
with which they ' could keep themfelves unknown in 
a city fo confufed and fo tumultuous 

My wife had retired thither fome time, having 

ufed the precaution to take a borrowed name: to 
Her was added, befides the common misfortunes, 
that of being far advanced in her pregnancy, du- 


* Tt istrae, ithas never been demonftrated, that religion oblizes 
fovereigns to perfecute thofe who make p:oicfion of another faith s 
but this does not hinder the maxims which the Duke of Sully eta- 
blifhes here from being very dange-ous, in thit they feem to aif- 
charge kings from that ‘indi!penfible obl.gation they are uud 'r to pre- 
ferve the true religion; an obligation hice includes that of making 
the worfhip, and il the exterior praét.e of it, to be exadtiy obfer- 
ved; which is equally co formable to the principles of a wife poli- 
- cy, as to thofe ot religion; a fata experience having but too well 
fhewn, that it is much more occeflary čo prevent ali difpuces upon 
matters of religion, tha to filence them when they are b. guna. Af- 
ter the tonfeffion M. d Sully fo often makes in his Memoirs, of 
that fp rit of revolt and independ nce which conducted all the fteps of 
the Calvinift party in France, it is Pra -ge taathe ts not fenfi.le, that, 
according to his own maxims, this budy deferved .o fur all the ri- 
gour of the law. This p ace, in myopinion, iuffictently juftifies whar 
I have faid in the preface to this work, that i is more proper to relate 
all the author’. fentiments in theology, than to fupprefs them, It is 
not poffible to underftand his meaning here on the fu.jcct of charity, 
Obf-uritv is generally a proof of falfe principtes, and weak reafoning, 
—— “ This note is fuppreffd in the Geneva edition, It evidentl 

<í favours perfecntion, and fhews it was written by a Roman Catholic.” 
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ring which fhe wanted all kinds of conveniencies. 
When I fuppofed the drew near her time, the fear 
of all that might happen to her in this condition, 
was what induced me to take a journey to Paris. 
I found her juht delivered of a fon, to whom I gave 
for godfather the Lord of Rueres, then a prifoner 
inthe goal of the parliament, and the child was 
carried trom the baptifmal font to church, by a ci- 
üzen named Ch ufaille and his wife; for the wor- 
{hip and affemblies of the Proteftants were not fuf- 
pended, for all the fevere informations that were 
made againft them. At this time there were feve- 
ral women burnt for this caufe: The dangers I ran 
myfelf were very great; and I avoided them only 
by the furprifing happinefs of not being known. 

At laft the number of fpies increafing in all parts 
of the city, the fearch was fo diligent, that nothing 
could efcape. Idid not think it poffible to ftay any 
longer in Paris without expofing myfelf to evident 
peril. I left it therefore alone, and in difguife, and 
fled to Villepreux ; from whence I took a by-road 
to Rofny. 

The Duke of Joyeufe had been received in Paris 
with praifes and acc:amations, which ought to have 
made him blufh in fecret for not having deferved 
them better. ‘They did not, however, hinder him 
from being fenfibly aficcted with the defeat of his 
army, of which he was {peedily informed. Hein- 
deavoured, by all poffible means, to make fatisfac- 
tien for this lofs, which, in the difpofition the King 
was in with regard to him, was not a difficult tafk. 
His arrival had difconcerted all the intrigues of his 
enemies, and his favour with Henry was rifen to 
fuch a height, that he could refule him nothing. 
All the courtiers attached themielves to him *; and 

he 


4 
* Tn bis cmbsfly to R. me, he was treated as the King’s brother; 
he had a hen worthy of wis emple fortune. Gne day having made 
the two fecrctarigs of taie wait too long in tre King’s antichamber, 
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he fet out again for ae with the flower of 
the French nobility; while many other bodies of 
troops, taking feparate ways, affembied at the ren- 
dezvous he had appointed for them. 

‘Thefe different marches of the troops having 
made the roads lefs fafe, I found no other means 
of returning to Rochelle, but by accomodating 
the date of my paffport, which was expired. By 
this chicanery I got fafe to the King of Navarre, 
whom I found employed in taking meafures to pre- 
vent the dreadful ftorm he faw ready to burit upon 
him. He drew together all the foldiers he could 
find in Poitou, Ee ‘Tourainne, and Berry, and 
fent orders to the Prince of Condé, the Count of 
Soiffons, Meff. de lurenne, de la Trémouille, and 
Rochefoucaulr, to join him with all the forces they 
had. With all thefe fupplies, his troops were 
greatly inferior to thofe of the Duke de Joyeufe. 
They only ferved to put him in a condition of open- 
ing a way through Guienne, Languedoc, and the 
Lyonnois, towards the fource of the Loire, where 
he reckoned upon meeting the German auxiliaries. 
He made ufe of his utmoft endeavours to accom- 
plith this junétion before the troops of Joyeufe 
were all joined. This prince, therefore, advanced 
with his army towards Mondieu, Montguyon, and 
La-Roche-Chalais, but always clofely followed and 
watched by the enemy’s general, who having pene- 
trated into his defign, thought he ought not to wait 
for the arrival of thé Marechal de Matignon, nor 
of feveral other regiments that were coming to join 
him, left he fhould fuffer an occafion to efcape him, 
which he might never be able to recover. His 
forces were already fo much fuperior to the King 
of Navarre’s, that this determination could not be 
accufed of temerity; and the King, who never ha- 


he excufed himfelf by refigning up to them a doration of 100,000 
crowns which the King had juft given him. Notes on the Henriade. 
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zarded a fignal action, but when forced to it by 
neceflity, inftead of f eking the battle, thought of 
nothing but how to get the river between them, that 
h- might purfue his march without obftacle, and 
gain the Dordogne, upon which he had places com- 
modious enough for putting a ftop to the purfuit 
of the enemies. 

With thefe difpofitions on both fides, the King of 
Navarre arrived at the paflage of Chalais and Au- 
beterre. The poft of Coutras appeared of import- 
ance to him, for facilitating this paffage. It ap- 
peared of no lets importance to Joyeufe, for retard- 
ing it. He fent Lavardin to poflefs himfelf of it; 
but La Trémouille, being more diligent, prevented 
him, and maintained himfelf in it, after a fkirmifh 
{harp enough The King of Navarre refolved to 
take advantage of this poft to attempt the paflage, 
and made us endeavour it all night. He referved 
to himfelf the care of tranfporting the troops, and 
left that of the baggage, particularly the artillery, 
conjointly to Clermont, Bois-du-Lys, Mignonville, 
and me. Asit was neceflary to make ufe of all 
poflible difpatch, we fet ourfelves to work imme- 
diately, having the water up to our knees. One 
half was already got to the other fide of the river, 
when the fcouts, whom the King of Navarre had 
fent during the night to make difcoveries, returned 
with fome prifoners they had taken, and informed 
us, that Joyeufe. refolute to attempt every thing 
to force the King of Navarre to a battle, had de- 
camped about ten o’clock at night, and would be 
up with him at furtheft by feven or eight in the 
morning. ‘This intelligence convinced the King, 
that our labour was not only ufelefs, but very dan- 
gerous ; becaufe, if found by the enemy employed 
in paffing the river, that part of his troops which 
fhould remain on this fide of it muft be inevitably 
routed, as it could receive no affiftance from the 
troops on the other. ‘Thofe who had already got 

2 over, 
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over, were ordered to return immediately. Our 
labour was now redoubled, and to add to it, he de- 
prived us of Mignonville *, for whom he had occa- 
fion. Although we were extremely weakened by 
the fatigue we ee fuffered, yet that did not hinder 
the King from pointing out to me an eminence, up- 
on which he expreiied a with that his artillery could 
have been placed, but durft not hope that we fhould 
have time to gain it. In effect, we already difco- 
vered the enemy’s van. Luckily Joyeufe, who with- 
out doubt was not fufficiently acquainted with the 
ground, or fuffered himlelf to be too much tran- 
{ported by his ardour, had given orders for fixing 
his artillery in a place fo low. that afterwards find- 
ing it would be ufelefs, he caufed it to be removed, 
and by that means gave us a [pace of time, of which 
we were wife enough to avail ourfelves, to place our 
own. It muft be confefled, that this general, after 
all that he did, drew almoft no fervice from his ar- 
tillery; and this doubtleis was one of the chief 
caufes of his lofing the battle. This fhews, that 
there is nothing more neceilary for the general of 
an army, than an exact and piercing fight, which 
fhortens diftances, and prevents confufion, Ine- 
ver knew a general that pofleffed this quality in an 
equal degree with the is ing of Navarre +. 

The battle ¢ was already begun, before our artil- 


lery, 


* Mignonville, who was flain foon after, before Nonancour, when 
Henry IV. ftormed that city. He was marechal de camp, anc an ex- 
cellent officer, Henry had a great numbe: of fuvaltern officers of 
uncommon meri: and abilities in his army 5 fuch were Mong om mrry, 
Bellezuns, Montaufieur, Veudoré, Des Ageaux, Favas, whom the 
hiftorians, in {peaking of this battle, have mentioned with honour, 

+ Le Grain makes him pronounce this milirary harangue to his 
foldiers, <“ My friends, behold here a prey much more confiderante 
‘¢ than any of your former booties; it 1s a new matried man, who 
“Chas ftill the nuptial portion tn his coffers, and all the choice of 
‘ courtiers is with him,” Dec. of Henry the Great, book 4. 

f It began O€t. 20. at nive in the morning, and ended at ten, 
The viory was completes gooo of the enemy were left dead upon 

Vata Me S the 
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lery, which confifted only of three pieces of canon, 
was fixed; and we had foon occafion for it. The 
quarter of M. de Turenne, whofe troops behaved 
very ill, and that of La-Trémouille, had been for- 
ced the firft fhock, which was beginning to throw 
the whole army into diforder. ‘The Catholics cried 
out Vidory; and indeed they wanted but little of 
being victorious in reality But at this very mo- 
ment our artillery began to play ; and fo terrible 
was the fire+, that every difcharge carried away 
twelve, fifteen, and fometimes five and twenty men. 
ft put a ftop immediately to the impetuofity of the 
enemy, and galled them fo much, that, to avoid- 
the fire, they difperfed, and offered only an ill-com- 
pacted and ill-fuftained body to the efforts of the 
King of Navarre, the Prince of Condé, and the 
Count of Soiffons, who had come together at the 
head. of three fquadrons. ‘Thefe three princes £ 
performed prodigies of valour; they overthrew all 
that oppofed them, and advanced victorious over the 
bodies of the dead. Their armour was all bat- 
tered with blows. Ina moment all was changed, 


the place, and soo taken prifoners. Inthe King of Navarre’s army 
there was but a very {malt number of foldiers flain, and not one per- 
fon of difin@tion. See the hiftorians. Father Daniel (vol. 9. qto.) 
gives an exact defcription of tne battle of Coutras. I would fain 
have tranfcribe. the whole artic'e Here. i 

+ The firft fire of che artillery, fays Le Grain (book 4.) carried off 
feven captains of the regiment of Picardy, the beft and moft warlike 
in the Duke’s army. 

} All I fhalt fay to you, faid the King of Navarre to them, is, that 
you are of the heufe of Bourbon, and, as God lives, I will thew you, 
that I am your eldeft brother. ———His valour was that day far fupe- 
rior to that of all others. He wore a plume of white feathers on 
his helmet, to make himfelf remarkable. Some throwing themfelves- 
before him, to defend and cover his perfon, he cried, “ Stand cf, I 
<: befeech you; do not cclipfe me; I would be feen.” He fered the 
firft ranks of the enemy, took feveral prifoners with his own hand, 
and collared one named Chactau-Regnard, cornet of a company of 
foot, faying, < Yield thee, Philiftine.” Peref, id, 


and 
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and the death of the Catholic general * fecured to 
the Proteftants a complete victory. 

As foon as I beheld the enemy fly, I abandoned 
the canon as ufelefs, and mounting my horfe which 
Bois-Breuil kept ready for me behind the artillery, 
I flew to learn tidings of my brothers; and I had 
the confolation to hear, that neither of the two had 
been in the battle. I met the King of Navarre bufy 
in difperfing the fugitives t, and compleating his 
victory, which he did not think fure fo long as any 
remained to make head againft him. ‘The bodies 
of Joyeufe and St. Sauveur his brother, were drawn 
from under a heap of carcafes, and laid upon a table 
in the hall of the caftle of Coutras, and a coarfe 
{heet thrown over them F. 


* Slain in cold blood, by La Mothe St. Henry ; others fay, by two 
captains of foot, named Bordeaux and Defcentiers, 

+ Some perfons feeing the fagitives halt, came and told him, that 
the Marechal de Matignon’s army appeared: he received the tidings 
as a new fubjeét of glory, and turning courageoufly to his men, “€ Let 
“^ us go, my friends,” faid he: ** two battles in one day, is what has 
*¢ never been feen,” 

t The following is an anecdote, the truth of which I cannot an- 
fwer for. However, the reader may not be difpleafed to fee it. It 
is to be found in the Memoirs of Amelot de la H sffaye, vol.2. p. 443. 
who relates it as drawn from the hiftoty of the lords of Enghien, by 
Collins, < The King of Navarre,” fays this author, “ gained the 
«c viGtory, to the great fatisfaétion of the King of France, who fe- 
“c cret!y correfponded with tie victorious army, through the faithful 
‘© interpofition of she Marquis of Rofny, ot the houfe of Bethune, 
“« now Duke of Sully, who remained unknown at Paris.” This 
author feems to have been acquainted with the Duke of Sully’s fecret 
negotiations with Henry III, already mentioned: but ne is miftaken 
in this, that thefe negotiations produced no effeét, fince the Duke of 
Joycufe was fill in high favour with this prince, at leaft if we may 
believe M, de Sully, who ought to know better than any other: and 
that Sully could not be at Paris, becaufe he was at the baitle; and 
that even the laft journey he took there, fome time before, had no 
ether motive than the defire of fering and aflifling his wife. 
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free the Proreftant party might have derived 
great advantages from the victory of Coutras, 
and that they did not derive any, is equally true. 
T am fincere enough to confefs, that the King of 
Navarre did not, upon this occafion, do all he might 
have done, U, with an army victorious and matter 
of the field, he had advanced to meet the foreign 
auxiliaries, nothing could have prevented their junc- 
tion; and, after a ftroke fo important, his party 
would have been equal at leaft to the Catholics. Ik 
is certain, that one never knows all the value of a 
moment: the wifefl are deceived in this*. The 
ambitious defigns and interefted views of fome of- 
the chiefs of the victorious army, fnatched from 
the King of Navarre the fruits of his victory; but 
this is a truth few people are acquainted with. 

The Prince of Condé, feduced by the advice of 
Trémouille, thought the time was at laft come, 
when he could execute the hardy project he had 
long premeditated, which was to difmember the 
crown of France of Anjou, Poitou. the countries 
of Aunis, Saintonge, and Angoumois, to compofe 
of them for himfelf an independent principality. 
With this view, he haftily withdrew all the troops 
he had brought to the general army, and turned all 
his thoughts to make himfelf mafter of Saintes and 
Brouage, which he imagined he would carry eafily 


* Our beft hiftorians are equally agreed in thefe two things, that 
the King of Navarre knew not how to avail himfelf of this victory, 
and that this was not entirely owing to himfelf. D’ Aubigné is al- 
moft the only periun who exculpates all his officers, ami lays the 
blame wholly upon the prince himfclf, Vol, 3. b. 3. Ce 15. 


upon 
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upon the frit alarm ; after which he faw nothing 
that could be able to refit him. For ambition rce- 
fembles the bird in the table, who has a ftrong wing, 
and an infatiable appetite *, 


The 


* The Duke of Sully does not agree here with D’Anbiené, Da- 
Pleffis-\ornay, and the author of the life of the Duke of Bouillon. 
Jt is' probable he had better memoirs than them all, with regard to 
the delign he attributes to the Prince and the Duke on this occafion 5 
but ] am afraid there was fome picjudice and paffion on his fide. In 
my opinion, M. de Thou is better able than any other perfon, to de- 
cide tiis queftion, Speaking of the confequences of the battle of 
Courras, he fays, that a council being aflembled, to deliberate upon 
what meafures were neceffary ta be taken, the Prince of Condé pro- 
pofed, that they fhould go to mect the foreign troops along the fide of 
the Loire, and fecure them a paflage over this river, by feizing Sau- 
mur; that this advice was not followed, for reafons which he relates, 
and which are very bad; and it was agreed only, that the Prince of 
Condé fhould go, with what troops they could ip.re him, to join to 
the German army towards the fource of the Loire, taking his way 
through the heart of Angoumois and Limofin. That the King of 
Navarre, on his fide, feeing himfelf abandoned by the greatett part of 
‘the Nobility of Poitou and Saintonge, marched towards St. Foi in 
Agenois, from whence he took the route up to Pau, leaving the con- 

-dućt of his little army to the Vifcount de Turenne; who not willing 

to Ict the foldiers be idle, befieged Sarlat in Perigord, defigning at leaft 
to lay it under contribution if he could not take it. This is what 
De Thon fays: to which may be added, a very important circum- 
flance, and at the fame time-a very true one, fince neither the Duke 
‘of Bouillon, nor his apologifts, could contradiét it; which is, that it 
was the Vifcount himfelf who reje€ted the Prince of Condé’s prudent 
advice. From all this it follows, that the Prince of Condé was not 
guiltvof what he is here accufed of: which is further confirmed by 
D’Aubigné, who adds, that it was upon a promife the King of Na- 
varre made him to join him foon, that he advanced to Augomois, 
where he waited a long time to no purpofe. This prince, however, 
iş not cleared of having had likewife views of independence, of 
which no hifforian doubts, 

Although the Vifeount Turenne appears to have aéted upon this 
occafion in confequence of the refolution of a general council; yet, 
in my opinion, we are not the lefs authorifed to think difadvantage-~ 
ovfiy of him, It is bad reafoning in Marfolier, to grant cn one fide, 
that he was inftigated by his ambition to wicked defigns, and, on the 
other fide, to complain, that thofe dcfigns are fuppofed the motives 
of his conduct, ‘This is to deftroy the idea he would give us of the 
Duke of Bouillon, as of the greateft politician of his time. ‘Thefe 
rath judgements are condemned by rcligion, but are allowed by the 
laws of hifory; ‘and political conje€tures are often reduced to this 
foundation alone, 

As 
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The Vifcount Turenne, with milar defigns upon 
the Limofin and Perigord, where he already pofieff- 
ed great eftates, purfued the fame conduct with the 
Prince of Condé; and obliging all his troops (which 
alone compofed one third of the army) to follow 
him, led them to the fiege of Sarlat, fiattering them 
that this expedition would enrich even the meaneft 
foldier. He perfectly juftified the proverb, that 
great promifers perform the leaft: the check he ré- 
ceived before this little paltry town, ought to have 
convinced him timeoufly of the vanity of his pre- 
tenfions. Fhe Vifcount had the misfortune not to 
be pitied by any, and leaft of all by the King of 
Navarre ; for he had acted quite contrary to his 
advice. 

The Count of Soiffons concealed his defigns more 
artfully : however, it is certain that his new attach- 
ment to the King of Navarre was not more fincer 6; 
and had been dictated folely by felf-intereft. He 
had gained the heart of the Princefs Catharine, the 
King’s fifter, and he was continually exprefling to 
this prince, the paffion he had of uniting himfelf 
yet more clofely to him by marriage ; but this de- 
fign concealed another too fhameful for him to fuffer 
it to be perceived. He pretended by this marriage 
to fupplant the King of Navarre in all his rights ; 
and as he faw no probability that this prince, ha- 
ving the Pope, Spain, and the French Catholics for 
his declared enemies, fhould ever fucceed in his en- 
terprifes, he reckoned upon enriching himfelf with 
his fpoils, and upon gaining, at leaft, the great 
eftates which make up the appennage of the houfe 
of Albret on this fide the Loire. Such being his 
intention, he took care neither to affift him with 


As for w rhat has been faid in the fame place againft the Count of 
Sains, it is, and will be fill more fuppuited erent, by unan- 
fwerable proof, iis Thou, book 27,3 Mem. of Du- Ples, bck r. af 
1)’ Aubigné, vol. 3. book x. chap. 15.: Marfolier’s hiftory of Henry 
Duke of Bovillen, vel. ©, book 3. 

his 
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his advice, or his arm, to purfue his laft victory ` 
on the contrary, he feized that moment to prefs him 
fo earneftly to allow him to go to Bearn to vifit the 
Princefs his fifter, that the King, feeing himfelf in a 
more forlorn condition than if he had loft the battle, 
thought he was obliged, in gratitude for the affift- 
ance the Count had given him, to grant him this 
fatisfaction. He himfelf was alfo dragged thither 
(and the Count was not ignorant of it), by a patlion 
which had always been the weaknefs of this prince. 
Love called him back to the Countefs of Guiche, 
to lay at her feet the colours taken from the enemy, 
which he had caufed to be fet apart for that purpofe. 
Accordingly they took the road together to Bearn. 
Happily this unfeafonable journey did not produce 
all the difadvantages that might have bean reafona- 
bly feared from it: it was fo far of ufe to the King 
of Navarre, as to give him a more particular know- 
ledge of the perfon on whom he was upon the point 
of beftowing his fitter. The Count of Soiffons 
could not fo well diflemble, but that the King guefl- 
ed at fome part of his fentiments; and a letter 
which he received from Paris perfectly revealed 
them. By this he learned, that the Count of Soif- 
. fons had taken this ftep purely at the inftigation of 
the ecclefiaftics, who had devifed this artifice to de- 
prive him of all his poffeMfions: that the Count had 
folemnly fworn to them, as foon as he had married 
the Princefs, he would bring her with him to Paris, 
and abandon for ever the party of his benefactor, 
and afterwards concert meafures with them to ac- 
complifh the reft. ‘This letter, which the King of 
Navarre received at his return from hunting, when 
he was juft ready to fall into the {nare that was laid 
for him, gave him an avertfion for the Count, which 
nothing was ever able to efface. He broke with 
him, and regretted too late, that he had abandoned. 

himfelf to his counfel. 
I had not the mortification to be a witnefs of all 
thofe 
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thofe refolutions which were taken after the battle 
of Coutras, and which I fhould in vain have oppo- 
fed. Some days after the battle, before thefe foolith 
vefletions had impoifoned all their minds, the King 
of Navarre took me afide, in a garden, and atked 
my opinion concerning the condition into which 
this laft aGtion had put his affairs. F told him, that 
he muf, without lofs of time, march with all his 
forces towards the fource of the Loire, to receive 
the foreign fupplies, or, what would be the fame 
thing, facilitate their paflage, by taking poffefion 
of all the towns on this fide of the river ; which, 
unlefs it were Poitiers and Angouléme, which he 
might leave, feemed to me not difficult to be won, 
By this means he would at leaft fecure to himfelf, 
in all events, the fineft and beit provinces, froni 
whence he could not be driven in a fhort time, or 
by inconfiderable forces. 

The King of Navarre approved of this advice, 
and feemed to me determined to follow it exaétly. 
He told me, that he had juft fent Montglat to the 
foreign-army, and that fince he could not go to put 
himfelf at the head of it, he ardently wifhed the 
Prince of Conti would accept of that charge. He 
had juft received letters from this prince, in which 
he offered to affift him in perfon. The pretence of 
going to join the remains of the royal army, might 
enable the Prince of Conti to reach the auxiliaries: 
without danger. The King then left to me the care 
of prevailing upon the Ta to take this ftep, and. 
commanded me not to give it over. 

I fet out from the army, charged only with a 
letter of three lines, and fending my cquipage to 
Pons, paffed into the Maine, where I expected to 

have Lee the Prince, by means of the acquaint- 
ance I had with the governors of thofe places thro’ 
which he muft pafs. I learned, at my arrival, that 
the Prince of Conti had fet out by himfelf two days 


before, But, had not been able to keep "lhis route fo 
2, fecret, 
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fecret, but that his intelligence with the foreigners 
was perceived; which was the caufe that the roads 
were {till infefted by detachments that were fent 
after him. Iwas therefore obliged to take a circuit, 
in order to join him, and to pafs by Rofny; from 
whence coming to Neaufle, I was there informed, 
that the Germans engaged without order, and with- 
out guides, in provinces unknown, {topped by large 
rivers, and harraffed inceflantly by the troops of 
the league, had at length been totally defeated at 
Auneau *: that the Swifs, to avoid the like mis- 
fortune, had inlifted, to the number of 12,000, in 
the troops of the league: that the King of Navarre 
was at Bearn, his troops inactive, and difperfed on 
all fides. 

This fad news fhortening my journey, and fru- 
{trating my commiffion, nothing now remained for 
me to do, but to turn back to Rolny; where, while 
I deplored in my heart the effects of fo bad condudt, 
I feigned, for my fecurity, to take part in the pu- 
blic rejoicings that followed upon the defeat of Au- 
neau. I vifited my eftates in Normandy, expecting 
the remedies which time, and the King of Navarre’s 
return, might bring to our misfortunes : and when 
I was informed that this prince had returned from 


* See the detail of this in De Thou, book 37. D’Aubigné, vol. 3. 
book 1. Matthieu, vol. t. book 8. p. 537 Chion Noven. vol. 1. p. 39. 
aad particularly ihe Mem irs ot the league, vol. 1. where it is c bler- 
ved, that at t.e time this amy was incamped near the river Yonne, 
Montelat came trom the King of Navarre, to defire the commanders 
of it would march towards the fource of the Loire, where he would 
put himfelt at their head; but they did not'think proper t do fo. 
The leaders were the Baron d’Onau or Dona, Guitry, Cle:vant, 
Bauvais La-Nocle, &c. If they had obeyed ‘his order, tne King of 
Navarre, then returning from Bearn, would have had time to join 
them with all his troops, and the army would not have bren defeated 
Davila (book 8 ) relates the Duke of Guiles reply to the Duke of 
Maienne, who thought it å great rifk to aiteck an enemy fo much 
fuperior in number. ‘© Thefe,” faid he, “ that do nct care to fight, 
« may fiay here. What I cuuld not refolye upon in La an hour, 
‘© I could never refolve upon all my life.” 


NOL. I. T Bearn, 
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Bearn, I went to join him at Bergerac, where the 
news of the taking of Caftillon confoled him a lit- 
tle, amidit fo maniy fubjects of affliction. The fiege 
of this place had coft the Duke of Maienne a mil- 
lion of crowns. and the Vifcount Turenne retook 
it * for lefs thari two crowns. 

A little afterwards, we were informed of two 
events that were likely enough to change the face 
of affairs. One of them was the death of the Prince 
of Condé +, a death as fudden as tragical, the im- 
prifonment of fome of his chief attendants, and the 
punifhment of one of his domeftics 1, who was torn 
to pieces by four horfes, leftno room to doubt but 
that he died by poifon. ‘The news of the populace 
* yifing at Paris f, and barricading the ftreets, and 


of 


* By means of a ladjer of cords. 

+ Although there was a fecret jealoufy between the Prince of Con- 
dé and the King of Navarre, yet the King was extremely affli€ted for 
his lofs, and fhutting himfelf up in his cabinet with the Count of 
Soiffons, he was heard to fend forth great cries, and to fay, “ That 
« hehad loft his right hand.” Perefixe, part 1. This prince was 
caled Henry, and was fon to Lewis of Bourbon, firt Prince of Conde, 
He had no children by his firt wife: bui at his death he left his fe- 
cond, Charlotte Catharine de la Trémouille, three months gone with 
child. It was a great error which was fpread among the people, that 
Henry of Condé, the fecond of that name, was born thirteen months 
after the death of his father, He was torn the 1ft of September fol- 
lowing. 

t The name of this domeftic was Brillant. One of his pages was 
executed in efigy. The Princefs herfelf was comprehended in this 
accufation, .René Cumont, the lieutenant-particnlicr of St, Jean, com- 
menced a procefs againit her, which was fufpended on account of the 
birth of Henry II. Prince of Condé. After fix years imprifonment, 
the Princefs presented a petition to the parliament of Paris, who 
brought this affair before their tribunal, and acquicted Charlotte Ca- 
tharine de la Trémouille of the crime of which the was accufed. The 
Prince of Condé died at St, Jean d'Angely. March 5. 1588, a- 
ged thirty five years. De Thou, book go. Morifot, I know not 
upon what authority, fays, that the death of the Prince of Condé 
might be occafioned by a wound he received in his fide, by a lance, at 
the battle of Coutras. Henry Magn. cap. 12. p. 27. 

* Thurday, May 12. 
` + T thell not give a detail of it here, as it wouid be too Jong, and 
may befites be found in a great many other books. It is f{ufficient to 

fay, 
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of the King, departure from that city, followed 
foon after, and was fpread every where by the 
courier, 


fay, that Henry JII. to prevent the dangerous defigns of the leaguz, 
having ordered about 6000 troops, the molt part Swifs, to enter Paris 
and fpreading them in different quarters of the city, the people rofe 
and being kept together by fome of the chiefs of the league, fortified 
themfelves in the fireets, repulicd the foldiers, difarmed the Swifs, 
defeated the King’s guards, and carried the barricades within fifty 
paces of the Louvre, &c. Henry II, feeing himfelf ready to be be- 
fieged in the Louvre, and not willing to expofe himfelf to the violence 
of anenraged populace, went out privately by the Tuileries, and the 
fuburb Montmartre, from whence he got to Chartres. The affair 
was afterwards turned into a negotiation between the Queen-mother 
and the Duke of Guile, and the abiolute decifion of it remitted to 
the ftates of Blois. 

I obferve, after D’Aubigné, that it was very fortunate for Hen- 
xy Ill. that his troops feized and kept pcff:ffion of the fuburb St. 
Honore, and the back of the Tuileries; and that no one of the 
league thought of feizing thefe quarters. Thofe who guarded the 
gate of Neffe fired at a diftanc. upon the King’s troops, and feeing 
the ferry boat of the Tuileries approach, in which they fuppofed the 


” King to be, cut the eable. Chron. Noven, tom. t. 


Henry IIT. was, on bis fide, guilty of a much greater fault, in for- 
bidding Grillon, colonel of the French guards, to take potieffion of 
the fquare Maubert, and the quarter of the univerfity, and by hinder- 
ing his foldiers from firing up»n the populace ; who, by a ftep more 
firm and feafonable, might have been retained in their duty, The 
Duke of Guife waited fix whole days at Soiffons, not daring to come 
to Paris, contrary to the King’s orders, which were fignified to him 
by Belliévre, in two letters that he fent him at different times by the 
pot. They were to-blame, as Matthieu alfo obferves, vol. 1. book 8. 
for not fending thefe letters by an exprefs to the Duke of Guile; for 
the Duke imagined, that he might elude this order, by denying he 
had received the letters, as in eftect he did at the Quecn’s palace, in 
the prefence of the King and Belliévre; to wham he protetied, with 
deep oaths, that-they were never delivered to him, ‘This fault was 
not committed thiough negligence, but becaufe they had not 25 
crowns to pay the conrier for hrs journey. 

Henry IJI. was advifed by the Duke of Epernon, to fuffer his 
guards to affaffinate the Duke of Guife as he came to the Louvre; 
and this prince, they fay, would have engs,ed La Goefle and Ville- 
guier in the defign, but they difluaded from it. It is reported aifo, 
that the fameday wherein the flreets were barricadad, Alphonfo d'Or- 
nano affured him, he would bring him the head of the Duke of 
Guife, if he would permit him. Ina word, it is thought, that the 
King did not make ufe of half the precautions he might have done, 
informed as he was of all the defigns of tle league, having himfelr 
narrowly miffed being taken as he was going to Vincennes; and had 

uft been convinced, by what had happened at the imprifonment of 
T 2 La- 
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courier, who was difpatched to give notice of it to 
the Duke of Epernon. ‘To this ihameful condition 
a 


La-Morliere, a famous leaguer, that the people only waited for an 
opportunity of infulting bhim. Tie King’s council aéted without 
compzrifon berter in that affair of La-Morliere, than on the aay of 
the barricades. M. mairs of the league, v l. 5. Satyr. Menip. 

‘The Duke's defign in this enterpriie has given rife to great dif- 
putes, which Icannot here enter intoa deiail of. In this, as in all 
other dubious matters, much has been faid pro and cn. Thofe who 
wil have it, that he intended to carry, or fuffer the people to carry 
things toan extremity, to feize the King’s perfon, in a word, to put 
the crown upon his own head, fupport their afl.rtions by fome wri- 
tins or ereat confequence, to which J am obliged to refer the reader, 
Sce Memairs of the Jeague, vol. 1. and the velume marked 3866. in 
the King’s library, The c ief of which are, A letter written tohim 
by the Duchefs of Lorrain, after the victory of Auncau, in which 
fhe advifes him to make ufe cf the prefent opportunity to deciare him- 
fell King, &c. A letter written by the Duke himfelf the next day 
after the fortifications in the f{treets of Paris, tothe governor of Or- 
Jeans, wherein are thefe words: “ I have vanquifhedthe Swifs, cut 
“ in pieces part of the King’s guards, and hold the Louvre fo clofely 
& invefted, that I fhall be able to give a good account of thofe that 
& are within, This viétory is fo great, that it will never be forgot,” 
&c, Many other letters, in which he mentions the King very dif- 
refpeétfully, and the Princes of the blood with the utmoft contempt. 
To this they add, the difcontent the Duke difcovered, and the re- 
proaches he made the Queen-mother, for having amufed him with 
conferences, while his prey efcaped him. In fine, the writings that 
were, fay they, publifhed by his commands, wherein was attempted 
to be proved, the pretended right the houfe of Lorrain had to the 
crown, not to mention an infinite number of other piec-s. which were 
indeed but fo many fatyrical libels againft Francis Duke of Guif, re- 
proaching him with having attempted to affert his chimerical claims 
upon Anjou and Provence; and the Cardinal his br tner, with en- 
deavouring to make himfelf fovereign of Metz, under the proteétion 
of the Emperor; a projeét which the vigilance of Salcede prevented 
the execution of ; but be loft his head for it, and for having treated 
about religion with the King of Spain, at the council of Trent, with- 
out his mafters participation. ‘The greateft part of thefe writings 
are ftill in every body’s hands. 

For the Duke’s juftification they bring thofe arguments made ufe 
of by himfelf in a letter, or a fort of manifefio, which he drew up 
the fame day, being the 13th of May. He there declares, that the 
report of the King’s intention to fill the city with foreigners, and to 
fall upon the citizens with them, was the true caufe of the populace 
tiling ; that, inftead of fupportingthem, he had made ufe ot his utmoft 
endeavours, till two hours after mianight, to calm the tumult; that 
he had preferved the Swifs, and prevented the matiacre: that he 
had intreated the rebels to refpect the royal authority; and that, 
far from attempting any thing againf the King’s perfon, “I M 

fai 
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a King faw himfelf reduced, who knew neither how 
to prevent, to ftifle, or to divide factions; who 
amuied himfelf with conjecturing, when he ought to 
have acted: who never prattifed either prudence or 
firmnefs, nor was ever acquainted with thofe whom 
he commanded, or thofe that were nearett his per- 
fon, The revolutions which happen in great ftates, 
are not the effects of chance, or of the caprice of 
the people. Nothing fo much occafions the revolt 
of the nobility of a kingdom, asa weak and difor- 


faid he, ‘“ have feized him a thoufand times, if I had been inclined 
f todo fo,” &c. Addtothis, that in treating with the Queen-mo- 
ther, he required nothing but the deftruction of the Proteflants, and 
that religion fhould be fecured; and declared likewife, that it was not 
in hisown name he treated, but in that of the Cardinal of Bourbon, 
whofe interefts he fupported againft thofe of the King of Navarre, 
and the other princes of the blood. 

T do not find it fufficiently proved againft the Duke of Guife, that 
his defign was to place himfelf upon the throne, after the death of 
Henry IiI. and the Cardinal of Bourbon; and this is very extraordi- 
nary. What ambitious man, and in his place, could have refitted 
fuggeftions of the Pope, the King of Spin, and a great part of Eu- 
rope, who all confpired for his elevation ? See the Duke of Parma's 
opinion of this event, Davila, book 9, It was, “ That the Duke of 
“© Guife had made a fhew of doing too much, and ceffedtuated too 
* little ; that he ought to have remembered, that whoever draws his 
« fword againft his prince, ought to have that inftant thrown away 
«© the fcabbard.”? Sixtus V. when he received the news, cried out, 
« Oh, thatrafh Duke, and that weak King.” The Earl of Stafford 
ambaffador from England, (I relate this anecdote in the words of Le 
Grain, bouk 4.), ‘ being advifed to take afafe conduét from the 
e Duke of Guife, J will have no other affurance, faid he, than the 
«© right of nations, and the protection of the King to whom Iam fent, 
« whofe fervants and fubjects you and the Duke of Guife both are.” 
The firit Prefident de Harley anfwered the Duke of Guife with the 
fame firmnefs, That, in the King’s abfence, he would go and take 
his orders from the Queen-mother, 

There is a picce upon the different fteps of the league and council, 
before and after the mutiny in Paris, that deferves to be read, and is 
intitled, ‘© The verbal procefs uf Nicolas Poulain, the mayor ot Pa- 
€! ris, upon the league, from 1585 to 1583.” This Nicholas Pou- 
lain, who fecretly favoured the King’s partv, often gave good advice 
in this affair, which was never followed. This moriel of fecret hifo- 
1y is to be found in the Journal of Henry H1.’s reign, vol. 1. p.132 
st feqq. 
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derly government For the populace. they never 
rebel from a detire of attacking, but from an im- 
patience of fuffe:ring The juft refentment that filled 
the heart of the King of Navarre, for an infult fo 
outrageous, offered to one of his own blood, and 
which, in fome degree, reflected a difgrace upon 
all crowned heads, effacedin a moment the remem- 
brance of Henry MI.’s injurious treatment of him- 
felf | He declared his forrow for it in his council, 
who all, with one voice, approved of his refolution 
to affift and defend the King of France; and he fent 
his tecretary immediately to this prince, to aflure 
him, that he might difpofe of lis perfon and of his 
troops. ' 

The Count of Soiffons, whofe mind was deliver- 
ed to perpetual chimeras, looked upon this event as 
a ftroke of fortune, which, by ridding him of all 
hisrivals, would give him the chief fway in the 
council and court of Henry MI. Changing there- 
fore his battery in an inftant, he refolved to goand 
offer his fervice to this prince; and to make a 
greater merit of this action; he fought dependents 
in the court of the King of Navarre, and from a- 
mong his moft affectionate fervants, whofe fidelity 
he did not fcruple to tempt. ‘The King of Navarre 
was fenfible, as he ought, of the indignity of this 
procedure; but diffembling his refentment, and re- 
fle€ting that it was his intereft to have fome perfon 
with the Count of Soiffons, in whom he could con- 
fide, to watch all his motions, and ftudy the new 
fyftem he purfued at court: he commanded me to 
lend an ear to the Prince’s difcourfe, and to affect 
a zeal for him that I did not feel. ‘The Count of 
Soiffons fuffered himfelf to be eafily deceived ; he 
applauded himfelf for having gained me. The dif- 
tinction with which he treated me, procured me 
{fome enemies, who envied me the fhare I pofleffed 
of his favour. J accompanied him in his journey, 
after having fecretly received inftructions from the 


King 
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King of Navarre, and concerted with him thofé 
meafures which his fervice required me cto take up- 
on this occafion. 

During our whole journey, the Count continually 
entertained me with the favour, the magnificence, 
and the honours that waited him at court. ‘The 
King of Navarre, he fancied, would not even think 
to vie with him, In all the ftrokes of vanity and 
infupportable pride, which efcaped him, he infen- 
fibly mingled a vein of gall and bitternefs againft the 
King of Navarre, that difcovered the hatred and 
antipathy he bore him. ! could neither refolve to 
flatter his inclinations, nor to applaud his ridicu- 
lous {chemes; and all my anfwer was, that I fore- 
faw the difunion of the royal family, which had 
been already the caufe of fo many misfortunes, 
would finally bring France under the power of the 
houfe of Auttria, after it had made them deftroy 
each other, A difcourfe more flattering would have 
been more to his tafte; but mine, however, feemed 
to bear the marks of a fincere attachment to him, 
which could not fail of pleating. 

We arrived at Nogent-le-Rorrou, and afterwards 
at Mante, where the King of France was. We 
found him abandoned to that agitation which arifes 
from the moft violent refentment, and filled with 
confufion for the affront he had fo lately fuffered. 
Notwithftanding all this, he was fo incapable of 
profiting by this reverfe of fortune *, that even at 

thar 


* Tt is betieved that if Henry IIT. had ated with more prudence 
and fteadinefe, he won'd hove been {till able to retrieve his affairs. 
It is certain, thai the Parifians, in confternation at l.s leaving Paris, 
fent deputies to him at Chartres, to fupplicate him with every kind 
of fubmiffion to return to that city, To render this deputation more 
affecting, they made the Capuchins walk in proceffion, and enter the 
cathedral with the inffrumen:s of the paffion, crying, Adiferiordia, 
The King received them with the air of majefty and authority fuit- 
able tothe occafion. He careffed the deputies from the parliament, 


which had not been any wife concerned in the affair of the barri- 
cades 3 


z 
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that very time he made the Duke of Epernon Ad- 
miral, and foon after gave him the government of 
Normandy, vacant by the death of the Marechal 
Joyeufe. The Count of Soitlons was received 
fo ungracioufly, that it was impoffible but he muft 
have felt the folly of his great projects. "The King 
addreffing himfelf to me, afked me if I had quitted 
the King of Navarre? I evaded this embarrafling 
queftion, by telling him, that in coming to offer 
my fervice to his Majefty, I did not reckon myfelf 
feparated from the King of Navarre; becaufe l was 
aflured, that that prince, whofe interefts were the 
fame with his, would in a little time do the like. I 
found this anfwer did not difpleafe the King; bur 
being furrounded, and carefully obferved by per- 
fons on whofe countenances it was eafy to read the 
uneafinefs which my difcourfe gave them, he con- 
cealed his fentiments. The weaknefs cf this prince 
had fomething in it incomprehenfible; his real e- 
nemies could not be hid from him, after the auda- 
cious manner in which they had fo lately taken off 
the matk ; but ftill feigning ignorance, he again 
delivered himfelf up to the Queen-mother *, and 


through 


cades; the cthers he threatened with a refolution never again to en- 
fer Paris, and to deprive it of its charters and fovereign courts 5 at 
which they were fo greatly alarmed, that the Duke of Guife needed 
all his addre‘s and all his credit to pacify them. 


* In the circular letter that Henry III. fent into the provinces, af- 
ter the aétion of the barricades, and which began thus, ‘ Dear and 
“© well-beloved, you have, as we fuppofe, heard the reafons that in- 
“© duced us to leave our city of Pars the 13th of this month,” &c. 
this prince {peaks more like a fupplicant thana king ; he deferids 
himfelf for having introduced a foreign garrifon into Patis, and 
dounted the fidelity of the Parifians. He gives a falfe and bad co- 
lour to his evafion, and declares that he is ready to begin the war o- 
gainft the Huguenots, at the head of the league, AZSS of the 
reyal library, No. 8366. 

The author means tle conferences which the Queen-mother held, 
bv this prince’s command, withthe Cardinal of Bourbon and the 
Duke of Guife, to which were alfo admitted, as I find in vols. 
$906. of the MSS in the King's library, the Lords J: Lanfac, Le- 

2 noncourt, 
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through her to his perfecutors, to whom fhe re- 
conciled him. Perhaps, however, this laft ftep 
was in this prince but a ftroke of the moft pro- 


found diffimulation ; for the hardy aéticn + he 
committed 


noncourt, Des- Chateillers, and Miron, firt phyfician to his Ma- 
jefty, who had been employed in carrying meffiges between the two 
parties onthe day of the barricedes, ‘Thi fe conferences were held 
at Chalons, at Sarry, a houfe belonging to the Bithop of Chalons, at 
Nemours, &c. The league made mott extravagant demands there, 
fuch as the entire abolition of the pretended reformed religion, the 
difmiffion of all the Calvinift officers, even if they abjured ; the 
publication of the council of Trent, the inquifition, &c.; and at laft 
obtained all they demanded by the edict of July 21. which was given 
in conf quence of thofe conferences, Mem. of the league, vol. re 
Mem. of Nevers, vol. 1, Matthieu, vol. z. book 8. Chron. Noe 
ven. vol, 1. and others. 


+ The death of the two brothers, the Duke and the Cardinal of 
Guife, whom this prince caufedto be murdered in his own aparte 
ments, by his guards, Dec. 23. at Blois, where he held tue ftates. 
See this execution in the fame hiftorians, with a detail of the pro~ 
ceedings and intrigues of both parties in the ftates of Blois. The 
Cardinal of Bourbon was kept prifoner : the other brothers of the 
Duke of Guife fled. 

The Duke of Gu.fe perifhed as the Adminal de Coligny did: pre- 
fumption hindered hem both from fecing the danger with which 
they were threarered, The Duke herded none of the warnings that 
were given him, I: is faid, that the Marchtonefs de Noirmoditier, 
the fame tady who made fo much no fe underthe name ot Madam de 
Savves, came on puipofe to pafs the might with him ; and nether by 
arguments nor inireaies could hinder him f om going the next day to 
the council. 

Some perfons took upon them to juftify Henry IIF. for this action; 
ameng others the Cardinal de Joy.ufe, in along memorial upon this 
fubject, which he ient from R me, where hethen was. Viileroy’s 
memcirs of flate, vol. 2. p. 175. Put the moft judicious «f our hie 
ftorian-, and even tlofe who have carried the privilege of the royal 
authority fartheft, all deteft it. ‘* The fhockirg circumftances of the 
* murder cf the Guifes,” fays Perefixe, ** appearcd horrible, even 
«c'in the eyes of the Huguenots, who ia'd, that it too much re- 
se fembled the mafiacre or St. Barth lomew.”’ On the other fide 
jt cannot be denied tha: Henry HHE had no other way of preferving 
the crown in his houfe, and perhaps on his cwn head; for there is 
not the leaft probubssity in what Villeroy alerts in his Memoirs, 
vol. 1 p 26. thatthe King, without taking that courfe, might 
have mace himfelt mafler of the deliberations of the ftates of Blois, 
and have obliped them te comply with his will, 
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committed againft the ftates of Blois, leaves room 
to believe, that he did not lofe for a moment the 
view of his vengeance. And if one might forma 
judgement of this aflembly, in all appearance, every 
individual there had each a latent object that he 

purfued 


In this alternative ane cannot help lamenting the confequences of 

bud conduét ina prince, w..ich reduces bhim to futha fag neceffity. 
Fle was himfclf a fatal example of this truth, thar he who ftnkes 
with a kniie, mall perifh by a knif>. 
_ The Duke of Guife was the idol of the Catholics, efpecially of 
the people, who called him always Our great man. He had a fear on 
‘the left cheek below his eye ; which only ferved to make h m more 
yefpected, becaufe he received it fighting againft the Huguenots, at 
the battle of Château- Thierry, by a p ftol-fhot from a German 
trooper. He was, on the contrary, fo hated by his own family, 
whom he treated with an infupportable infulence and feverity, that 
we are affurcd his relations, end even his awn brothers, through 
fear of falling under the power of a tyrant, were the perfons that 
fent Henry JIT, the mof certain inteiligence of his actions and de- 
figns 5 an intelligence which was fufp.éted by this prince, as that 
given to the Duke by many of the courtiers concerning the King’s 
viovent ref lution againft him, was by him; for thev both imagined 
from thence, tha: the defign was to prevail upon them to qui: the 
party,.and break with the iste of Blois, in which each ot them 
would have f und hisacevunt. Henry LTT. at Arb defigned only to 
arre(tthe Duke of Guife ; but he found it wou d be dangerous, and 
Stili more to mikehim prifoner; the ‘refore he determined to have 
him porgnarded Both the bodies were confumed in a fire, the 
bones burnt in a low hall of the caftle and tie afhes thrown into 
the zir. 

The King of Navarre, who had no hand in this afafinatien, was 
the perfen that gained mof by it. In all appea-ance, while the 

uke.o* Guife lived, he would never have ob:ained the crown. We 
are afiured alfo, thac there were then great dettyns formed be*ween 
france and spam not only to ex: irpate the Proteftant party, but 
even to dethro e Elifabeth; which the event of the batricades, fol- 
lowed by the fh of the Dake of Guile, was only able to hinder 
the execution of. The King of Navarre lamented the fate of the 
Duke o Guife, without blaming Henry IT]. ‘ T always, (fais he) 
* forefaw, and faid, tha Mef. de Gui e, would never undertake the 
«© enterorife they had conceived, and bring it to an iffuc, witheut 
“© endanger ng their lives,’ Cayet, val. r p. 114, Several other 
‘perfons were «f the fame opinion. ‘* Curfed be Lorrain” faid Hu- 
-bert de Vins, in the Memoirs of Caftelnau, ** for his ftupidity in 
‘© fuppofing, that a King, whofe crown he wes attempting, would 
“c not likewife diffemble with him, to take away his hfe.” ec Since 
“ they are fo near each other,” faid Madam de Towbin, the fifter of 

de 
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purfued by ways, which fuccets difcovered in fome. 
and difappointment concealed in others. 

‘The death of Catharine de Medicis, which hap- 
pened foon after * the affaflination of the Duke of 
Guife, did not afford Heary tl. more liberty to 
follow the inclination which led him to unite him- 
felf with the King of Navarre. ‘The league was 
not extinét with the Duke of Guife. He had the 
people to calm, the grandces to regain, the Pope 
to appeafe, Spain to keep in, and all the Catholics 


to manage, who, after this execution, were tho- 


roughly difpofed to take umbrave at his religion. 
S'Hy p 5 ò 


de Vins, * we thall hear the very firft day, either the one or the o- 
e ther has flain his companion,” 

The tragical events of the year 1583 have appeared to fome to 
verify the prediction of Regivumontanus, and othe. aflrologers, that 
this year would be the climacteric of the world. J find in it only a 
new confirmation of the folly of this ridiculous feience, 


* In the opinion of thofe who have beftowed fo many praifes upon 
this princefs, it feemed fufficient to merit the title of a politician, 
that fhe knew how to ingrofs the management of all affairs, and to 
keep herfeif in pofleffion of authority ; 3 but when one reflects, that 
there fuppofed abilities, which confifted, however, in making ufe of 
unworthy means and contemptible artifices, brought things at lait 
to fuch an extremity, that neither fhe, nor any other, knew any 
longer what remedies to apply to them ; it may be juftly afferted, 
that the quality of a polivician did not compenfate for the num- 
berlefs faults fhe committed. It is beHeved, that the fatal confe- 
quences which fhe apprehended would attend the murder of the 
Guifes, in which fhe had had no part, the Cardinal of Bourbon’s re- 
proaches, the horror of the prefent time, and perhaps the ftings of 
her confcience, haftencd her death, which happened far. §. 1529. 
She was forgot foon afterwards, De Thou, book 94. Her laft ad- 
vice to her fon was, to put an end tp the perfecution againft the 
Proteftants, and to eftabhifh an intire liberty of religion in France, 
Chron. Noven. vol 1. p. 132. Brantome’s prejudices againft this 
queen render all he has faid to her difadvantage very doubtful, vol. 
7. of his Memoirs, p, 31. e! fegg. Varillas is not more to be be- 
lieved, when he fays, that her death was oceafioned by her grief for 
the murder of the Duke, of wh m the was very fond. Siri praifes 
Ms like a foreigner, who was net well acquainted with the affairs 
of our court at that time; for he came to France long after the death 
of ihat queen, Memoirs of Recon di Vittorio Siri, vol. 1. p. 26. 
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Henry, confiftently with the character of all weak 
men, moreover mgnitied to himfelf all thefe dith- 
culties: he hoped to rectify all by mildnetfs : he ex- 
plained his right and his reafons, and endeavoured 
to jufty himfeif by dint of declarations. He ought 
to have emplo.ed arms alone again{t a party which 
had no longer any refpect for the royal authority ; 
and, inftead of increafing the audacioufnels of the 
populace (who in power are no lefs infolent, than 
abject in obedience) by a moderation which can 
only be imputed to weaknefs, he ought to have de- 
clared himfelf boldly the aggreffor, and fought for 
vengeance like a King. Had he acted in this man- 
ner, conjunétly with the King of Navarre, he might, 
in all probability, have prevented the lofs of Or- 
leans and an infinite number of other * places; nor 
had he been at laft reduced to the cities of Blois, 
Beaugency, Amboife, Tours, and Samur. 

I was either a witnefs to all thefe events, or I was 
well informed of them at Rofny, whither I had re- 
tired, as to a place from whence I could eafily re- 
mark all that paffed at court. IT left it, as foon as 
I thought it was time to give the King of Navarre 
an account of thefe tranfactions. He had not been 
a little perplexed bimfelf, during this interval, in 
unraveling and difconcerting the fchemes of the 
Vifcount Turenne; who putting himfelf in the 
Prince of Conde’s place, continued all his projects 
for himfelf, and acted in the fame manner by the 
King of Navarre a the Duke of Guife did by Hen- 
ry IH. In an affembly of the Froteftants, held at 
Rochelle, he boldly declared, that France, in the 
pretent conjuncture, could not poflibly avoid fecing 
her monarchy dif{membered; and he gave them 
likewife to underitand, that, in this divifion, he 
would not forget himfelf. ‘The King of Navarre 


“ °Tis a puff of wind, faid 4fecry IHI, fpeaking of thofe cities, 
which has thrown down a pack of cards. 


complained 


~ 
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complained of thi- conduct in the fame afemblies ; 
and, to engage the Proteitants the more firmly to 
his perf n, he joined actions to words, feized upon 
Garnache, and took Niort by ftorm, after a bloody 
battle lt was at his return from this expedition, 
that he fell dangeroufly ill at La-Mothe-frclon *, 
I took my way through Blois, in order to form 
my lat conjcctures upon the fituation in which I 
fhould find: the court. Although I took all pre- 
cautions to avoid being known by any perfon, the 
Marquis of Rambouillet, feeing me pafs through the 
ftreet, knew me, though wrapped up in my cloak, 
and ordered me to be followed, to know where I 
put up. The Marquis was an upright man, who 
had always the good of the ftate in view, without 
any coniiderations of felf-intereft: he believed it his 
duty to avail himfelf of this encounter, to make 
his laft effort upon the King’s mind, and engage him 
finally to throw himfelt into the arms of the King 
of Navarre. He found him in fuch a difpofition as 
he wifhed and the King confented the more willing- 
ly to employ me upon this occafion, as he remem- 
bered I had already been deputed to him on that 
bufinefs. Rambouillet coming to me by his order, 
we concerted together what was neceflary to be done 
on this occurrence ; after which he prefented me 
to his Majefty, who confirmed to’ me himfelf his 
intentions, ‘Che many ineffectual engagements into 
which he had entered with the King of Navarre, 
-made me think it neceffary to afk him for a letter 
of credence to that prince ; but he refufed it, out 


* He left St, Hermione, in Lower Poitou, in the month of Janu- 
ary, to go ard aflilt Garnache, which was befieged by the Duxe of 
Nevers. Du Pleilis- Mornay Jed h.s troops, and he himfelf marched 
on foot, as if he was fhooting. He overheated himfeif, and was fei- 
zed with a pain in his fide, .ttended with a fever, which obliged him 
to ftop at the firt henfe he came to, which belonged to a gentleman 
called La-Mothe Frélon, Du Pleffis perfuaded him to be Jet blood, 
which cured him, Life of Du Pleftis-Mornay, b.i. p, 125. 
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of an apprehenfion that it might fall into the hands 
of x<uncio Morofini, or the Duke of Nevers *, to 
whom he faid, nutwithftanding his goodwill towards 
me, he th uid be obliged to deliver ine, if I came 
to be difcovered in Blois. I muft therefore pafs 
from the ietter. I afterwards demanded, for the 
fecurity of the King of Navarre, that when he 
fhould advance into the midft of a country full of 
his enemies, a town might be given him, that would 
attord him a free paflage over the Loire. his, for 
the fame reafon, was refuled. I did not attribute 
thefe refufals to any b..d intention of his Majefty, but 
only to the fear he was in of thofe two men, upon 
whom he had voluntarily rendered himfelf depen- 
dent. I did, not, however, believe, that the King 
of Navarre, without this laft article efpecially, ought 
to advance with his trocps as far as Blois. But this 
difficulty was in fome meafure removed by Brig- 
neux, the governor of Beaugency, whom I yifited 
before I went away. This officer prevented me: 
after telling me, that he faw, with grief, this place, 
like the reft, would be infallibly loft by the meafures 
the King purfued, he offered to refign the care of 
it to me, or to Rebours, or to any other officer the 
King of Navarre would fend thither; chuling ra- 
ther to lofe the place, and follow his prince as a 
fimple voluntier, than to continue in Beaugency, 
where they did not hearken to his counfels. 

After this affurance, I returned fpeedily to the 


* John Francis Mornfini, Bithop of Brefce, Lewis de Gonzague, 
Doke ot Nevers. Sixtus V, had juft then publ fhed a bull of excom- 
munication againft Henry, whica this prince ufed his utmott endea- 
vour io get recalled. T is Pope, who was faid to be equally fit to 
govern a grea. kingd m as to be the head of the church, fecretly ap- 
proved f that juftice which the King of France had executed upin 
the Duke of Guife; tur he cculd not pardon him for involving a car- 
dinal in it. See in Visleroy’s memvirs of ftaie, vol. 2. p. 175. the 
Cardinal de Joyeufe’s letters already cited. Sixtus V. foretold, that 
the league would reduce Henry to the neceffity of applying to the 
King of Navarre and the Huguenots for aftiaace, 


King 
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‘ Kingof Navarre This prince liftened to me att: n- 
tively ; but not being able to diveft himfelf of the 
diffidence that the paft had infpired him with he 
often afked me, with an unquict tone, and feratch- 
ing his head, if the King acted at this time iincerely? 
J affured him of it; and added the engagement of 
Rambouillet. ‘4 Well then ” replied the King, “A 
« will mot take his towns, while he continues to 
« treat honeftly wich me;” for he had taken Châ- 
telleraud that very day. “ Return then,” added 
he, “ and carry him my letters; for I neither fear 
** Morofini nor Nevers” He made me go with 
him that moment to breikfaft in his clofet; and I 
took poft again for Blois. 

The King of France, who did not doubt but the 
‘King of Navarre’s anfwer would be fuch as he de- 
fired, had, through impatience, advanced as far as 
Montrichard, with all his retinue. 1 found all the 
lodgings in this little place either taken up or be- 
fpoke ; fo that, as I arrived very late, I began to 
think I fhould be obliged to pafs the night in the 
ftreet, Happily Maignan found out the Marquis of 
Rambouillet’s lodgings, and he provided me with 
thofe that had been detigned for one of my brothers, 
then at Tours, At midnight I went to the King, 
who waited for me in a garret of the caftle. He ap- 
proved of, and figned every thing, even to the paf- 
fage over the Loire; and would have had me to fet 
out again that very night. The rumour of a treaty 
between the two Kings had already reached Chatel- 
leraud, when I arrived there; and was fo paflionate- 
ly defired by the people, that i received a thouland 
bleffings as foon as I appeared. 

The King of Navarre was no longer there. This 
prince, who never almoft reckoned but upon his 
{word, being informed that the league had entered 
Argenton through intelligence, marched haftily thi- 
ther, and arrived fo feafonably, that he difloged the 
troops of the league, before they had received the 

. fupplies 


160 MEMOIRS Book III. 


fupplies that were neceffary to maintain them there. 
He left Beaupré governor in this place, after I had 
vifited the caftle, and put into a proper condition 
the fortifications of the place. 
The fatigue of fo manv journeys made fo preci- 
itately threw me, at my return, into a continued 
fever, which confined me to my bed twelve days 
completely. Du-Pleflis found means to avail him- 
felf of this accident, to deprive me of the honour 
of atreaty which he had only the trouble of dreff- 
ing, and in which the Marquis of Rambouillet * 
had a much greater fhare than himfelf. ‘This treaty 
was figned at Pleffis-le-Tours, to the great fatisfac- 
tion of the two Kings. Samur was the place of 
fecurity that was agreed upon, and Du-Pleffis did 
not fail to procure the government of it, as the na- 
tural recompenfe for him to whom they had the 
obligation of the treaty. 
This procedure appeared to me fo irregular, that 
I could not help complaining loudly of Du-Pleffis, 
and even of the King of Navarre himfelf, who had 
favoured another with the fruit of my labour. The 
Count of Soiffons, who never accommodated him- 
telf to the general intereft. or took part in the pu- 
bli joy, laid hold upon this occafion, to endeavour 
to draw me into his new defigns ; and my two bro- 
thers, on the other fide, prefed me earneftly to at- 
tach myfelf wholly to the party of the King. Ire- 
jected this pr opofition ; nor was my fidelity to my 
prince to be fhaken by all the efforts which were 
made to feduce me. When I refleéted alfo, that 
the government of Samur would have obliged me 
to a continual refidence there, and by confequence 
muft have removed me from the King of Navarre 
for ever; I found, that what had appeared an act 


= cis jut to inform the reader, that the facts are rclated very 
difierently in the life of Du Pleflis-Mornay, book 1, p.131.3 but to 
which ef the writers mof creuit ought to be given, is not ealy to de- 
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of injuftice, was rather a favour which merited my 
acknowledgement. 

Nothing now remained for the two Kings to do, 
but to have a conference together, in order to con- 
cert their enterprifes. For this purpofe, the King 
of Navarre fet out for Pleflis-les-Tours Agita- 
ted by fome remains of diftruft*, which he could 
not eafily diveit himfelf of, I remember he halted 
near a mill, about two leagues from the caftle, and 
would know the opinion of each of the gentlemen 
that compofed his train, upon the ftep he was ta- 
king. Iwas of this troop, and the remembrance 
of whatI called injuftice kept me filent. The King 
of Navarre turning to me, “ You {peak not a word,” 
faid he, “ of what you think?” I anfwered, in 
few words, That although the ftep he was taking 
was not without danger, becaufe the troops of the 
King of France were fuperior to his, I believed this 
to be one of thofe occafions, where fomething 
ought to be left to hazard; and one ought to be 
contented with taking all the precautions which 
prudence could fuggeft. This prince reflected a few 
moments, then turned towards us, ‘f Let us go, 
“ Ictus go,” faid he, “ the refolution is taken, 
«© we muft not think of it further *.” 

The King had advanced into the country to meet 
the King of Navarre; and the joy of an union fo 
defired had drawn together a concourfe of people 


* His old Huguenot officers, they fay, were afraid, that at a time 
when treachery was fo neceflary to Henry IIT. to extricate him out 
of the Jabyrinth into which the a€tion he had committed at Blois had 
brought him (for he had been excommunicated by Sixtus V.) he 
would not feruple to purchafe his abfoiution at the price of the King 
of Navarre’s life. Perefixe, ib. This prince had often himfelf faid, 
as.De Thou relates, ‘* That he never went to the King’s clofet but 
<E through the midft of two armies, ranged on each fide.” 

* He wrote to Du Pleffis-Mornay tn thefe terms. ‘* Monfieur 
« Du-Pleffis, the ice is broken, not without many warnings, that if 
“© I went, I thould be a dead man. 1 patled the water, recommend- 
< ing myfelf to God,” &c, l 
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{o prodigious, that the two Kings continued near a 
quarter ofan hour, at fifty paces the one from the 
other, without being able to approach nearer. They 
embraced, with equal fatisfaction *, and took the 
road together to Tours, where the King of Na- 
varre lay only one night, and then returned to his 
quarters at Maillé. As for me, I ftaid at ‘Tours, 
being detained by a great number of my friends 
and relations, whom I found there, and took a 
lodging in the fuburb St. Symphorien. 

The Duke of Maienne, armed to revenge the 
death of the Duke of Guile, and to fupport the in- 
tereft of the league, had no defign to leave us there 
tranquil. He marched with his whole army tewards 
this city. ‘The King, who had walked as far as 
Marmoutier, unarmed, and followed only by, twen- 
ty horfe, wanted very little of being taken, and was 
obliged to return precipitately to Yours. ‘The fub- 
urbs having no other entrenchments than fome 
flight barricades, erected in hafte, by fix or feven 
regiments of royalifts, who defended them, I quit- 
ted the fuburb of St. Symphorien, and ordered all 
my equipage to be tranfported to the city. My pre- 
caution was by the officers taxed with timidity ; but 
it was not long ere it was juftified. 

The Duke of Maïenne attacked the fuburb. 
He was ftopped fome moments by means of five or 
fix houfes, on the top of the hill, where our peo- 
ple had pofted themfelves; but they were very quick- 
ly obliged to abandon them, in order to entrench 
themfelves behind the barricades, where expecting 
foon to he affaulted, they made ufe of this interval 
to {natch a morfel in hafte. 


* At the bridge of La Matte, a quarter of a league trom Tours. 
** Courage, my Lon,” faid Henry IV to Henry Il < two Henrys 
“£ are worth more than one Carolus.” Matthieu, vol. 1. p. 152. 
The Duke of Matvenne’s name was Charles. 
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I found the King at the gate of the city, who 
made me enter it, by telling me that it woud be 
idle, in his opinion, to defend the fuburbs In 
effect, the barricades could not refit the enemy’s 
cannon ; they were forced at the very firft ; and as 
they had no ditch to fupport them, their retreat in- 
to the city was foconfufed, and fo much expofed to 
the enemy, that I am furprifed all the foldiers in 
the fuburbs were not either taken or flain, and even 
that the enemy did not enter the city along with 
them. ‘Two pieces of cannon would have been 
fufficient for this purpofe. I beheld the rout of our 
people from the convent of Jacobins, which looked 
over the walls of the city; and fearing left the mif- 
fortune fhould become {till greater, I ran with my 
two brothers to the gate, by which they were all 
entering tumultuoufly. By the favour of fome flight 
intrenchments, which we ordered to be made, we 
leffened the danger, and with a little time and order, 
they all entered ; after which we clofed up the gate, 
and fet a itrong guard over it. 

It being no longer doubted, but that the city 
would be befieged in form, I joined Chatillon and 
fome others and we went to intreat the King to 
confide fome important poft to our defence ; he gave- 
us the illes *, and we laboured there without inter- 
ruption from that moment till the next morning, 
when the King came in perfon to vifit our work ; 
and addrefling himfelf to me, greatly praifed our 
diligence. It was ufelefs. At the firft news of what 
had happened, the King of Navarre haftened with 
his troopsto ‘Tours, and appeared in three hours 
before the city. ‘Lhe Duke of Maienne did not 
wait for him, but retreated, after plundering the 
fuburbs, and the neighbouring places. A fervice of 
this importance gave great expectations of the al- 


* Read the Ife. This quarter, which is inhabited only by wa- 
termen, and the meaneft people, is of great confequence to the dea 
fence of Tours, 
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liance of the two Kings, and made the inhabitants 
of ‘fours look upon the King of Navarre + as their 
deliverer. 

‘The two Kings patied eight or ten days together; 
after which they feparated for the expedition that 
had been projected on the city of Poitiers. While 
they carried oa the works there, the King of Na- 
varre ordered me, with 399 horfe, and a like num- 
ber of arquebutiers, to whom he alfo gave horfes, 
to defend Chartres, it having been difcovered, that 
Maintenon was privily endeavouring to poflefs him- 
felf of this city, in the name of the league. I pro- 
vided myfelf with rope-ladders, petards, and other 
inftruments, and came directly to Bonneval, with- 
out eating any thing that whole day. Some pri- 
foners whom we took froma detachment of twenty= 
five troopers, informed us, that there was a party 
of 400 horfe in the field, having Broffle Saveufe at 
their head; and that Reclainville, who conducted 
the twenty-five troopers, had taken us for the troop 
of 120 horfe with which Lorges had juft furprifed 
Chateaudun. We judged from this account, that 
the party of 409 horfe wanted to come up with us ; 
and we, on our fide, having the fame defire, Jeft 
our arquebufiers to purfue the road to Chartres lei- 
furely, and taking ours through the little hills, in 
order to reach the enemy’s fquadron, we met them 
on the tep of a fmall hill, which each party had 
climbed up on his own fide; fo that we neither faw 
them, nor they us, till we were within two hun- 
dred paces of each other. 

We came to blows without deliberation, and 
with fo much fury, that, by the firft fhock, forty 
of our men were thrown to the greund. I was of 
this number, together with Mefi. de Chatillon de 


+ Honry IV. highly extoiled the behaviour of Henry II, whe 
fhewed great cou:age upon this occafion, Mem. of Nevers, vol. 2. 
P. 5° 9s 
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Mouy, de Montbazon, d’Avantigny, and de Pref- 
faigny. Happily I had received no wound; my 
horfe, who was only {plit in the dh by the pufh of 
a lance, got up again, and I found niyfelf ftill on 
his back Perhaps there never was an attion, of 
this kind of combat, more hot, more BONTAT, or 
more bloody. Four or five times we returned to 
the charge, the enemy rallying again the moment 
they were put into diforder. I had two {words 
broke, and I had recourfe to a pair of large piftols 
loaded with balls of fteel, againft which no arms 
were proof, Our enemies finding they had loft 
200 of their men, left us at laft the field of battle. 

We were fcarce in a condition to relifh the fruits 
of our victory, becaufe of our wounds and our wea- 
rinefs, which rendered us almoft motionlefs. A 
little repofe was all we wifhed for, when a heavy 
rain fell, which, mixing with our fweat, wet us all 
over in an inftant; for we were obliged to cover 
our arms with ourcloaths: and to compleat our 
misfortune, we learned that the Duke of Maienne 
was at our heels. In this melancholy fituation, a 
council being held, it was refolved, notwithftand- 
ing the condition in which we were, that we fhould 
march all night, and endeavour to get back to Beau- 
gency. We arrived there, almoft {pent with fatigue 
and thirft. My ftr ength failing me, all I could do 
was to fink down upon a bed; nor was it poffible 
to awake meto take any nourifhment. 

The report of this battle being fpread, the King 
of Navarre came to Beangency to vifit us, and 
praifed infinitely our action. Saveufe being among 
the prifoners, was brought before him; and the 
King, who, from the fame principle of generofity, 
was led to carefs the brave, and to bewail the un- 
fortunate, endeavoured to confole him, by prailes 
on his conduct, and every kind of good treatment. 
But Saveufe knowing that a great number of his re- 
lations, and almoft all his friends, had perifhed in 

the 
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the fight, his grief for their lofs, joined to the fhame 
of having been vanquifhed, and the confiderable 
wounds he had received, threw him into fuch de- 
{pair, that he became furious, and died in the 
height of a raging fever, without fuffering his 
wounds to bedrefied. ‘The King of Navarre made 
us fet out for Chateaudun, where eight days repofe 
made us forget the paft. 

I was ready to depart, when a courier brought 
me notice, that my wife was dangeroufly ill. I flew 
to Rofny, with Dortoman, firft phytician to the 
King of Navarre, whom this prince ordered to ac- 
company me. All this canton was in the interefts 
of the league; and one of my brothers, who had 
taken poffeflion of my houfe, the fame wherein my 
wife lay ill, had the cruelty to draw up the bridge, 
and refufe me entrance. Pierced to my inmoft 
foul, with a treament fo unnatural, I fwore I would 
enter, or perifh. I began actually to force my own 
Houle, and the ladder was already applied tu the 
wall, when my brother, who did not perhaps ex- 
pect fo much intrepidity, ordered the gate to be o- 
pened. 

The only confolation I had was to find my wife 
ftill alive, and to receive her lat embraces All re- 
medies were ineffectual, and fhe died four days af- 
ter my arrival. I acknowledge, that the lois of a 
wife fo dear, and whofe life had been expofed to 
fuch cruel viciffitudes, fhut my heart, during a 
whole month to every other fentiment. I heard 
with infenfibility the progrefs of the arms of the 
two Kings, which at any other time would have in- 
flamed me with an ardent defire of having fome part 
in it: for it was about this time that Gergeau, Piu- 
viers, Eftampes, Cliarteres, Poifly, Pontoife, the ifle 
Adam, Beaumont, and Creil, were befieged. E- 
very little inconfiderable town boafted of having 
{topped her King, who found nothing but re- 
volt and difobedience over all. He was now fen- 
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fible of the great advantage he drew from the 
Wing of Navarre’s affiftance. As for this prince, 
he was as prodigal of life as if he had been weary 
of it. Where-ever there was moit danger, there 
was he certainly to be feen at the head of his {ol- 
diers. In one of thofe frequent encounters which 
he had to maintain, at the very moment when, to 
reft himfelf, he was leaning upon Charbonnicre, 
this colonel was, by a mufket-fhot, laid dead at his 
feet. 

I waked as from a profound fleep, when T heard 
that the two Kings kept Paris befieged*; and tear- 
ing myfelf from a place where every object 1 faw 
renewed my affliction, I haftened to join the army. 
It was here that I foothed that grief which ftill 
filled my heart, by expofing myfclf heedlefsly in 
all the fkirmifhes we had with the enemy, then more 
frequent than ever, particularly in the field which 
was called the fcholar’s meadow. ‘The King of Na- 
varre perceived it, and obferving that Maignan, my 
equerry, whom he often ordered to go to me, and 
force me away, durft not do it, he defired him 
fimply to tell me, that he wanted to fpeak to me. 

Scarce had he uttered one word, when he was 
interrupted by a gentleman, who whifpered fome- 
thing in his ear, and left him immediately. The 
King of Navarre, ftruck with what he had heard, 
called me again inftantly, and told me an affaffin 
had dangeroufly wounded the King with a knife *. 

HE 


* If we may believe Matthieu, vol, 2. p. 3. thefetwo kings were 
not greatly contented with each other. Henry II. could not con- 
ceal his jealoufy of Henry IV. who, far from expeCing to reisn, 
refolved to retire as foon as he had re-eftablithed the King upon his 
throne. 

* By James Ciement, a Jacobin monk, born in Sorbonne, a vil- 
lage in Burgundy, He was introduced by La-Guefle, the folicitor- 
general, into the King’s chamber, as having a letter of great confe- 
quence to deliver 10 him. This prince, who had a great kindnefs 
for monks, role from the clofe-ftoo] upon which he was fitting, ha- 
ving already read part of the letter, when the alafia fuck Limin the 

belly 
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He had about him only five and twenty gentlemen, 
with whom he took the road with all fpeed to St. 


belly with a knife, which he left fticking in the wound, The King 
drew it out, and wounded the Jacubin with it in the forehead, who 
was immed:ately killed by the gentiemen of his chamber. Jlis body 
was burnt, and the afhes thrown into the Seine The hitiorjans 
have rot forgot to obferve, as a circumftance at that time not doubt- 
ed of, that Henry IIl. was murdered in the fame houfe, and (if we 
believe them) inthe fame chamber, plice, ard month, where, fe- 
ventcer years before, that prince had aflifted at the council, in which 
the miffacre of St. Gartholomew was refolved upon, M. Bayle icems 
to have given credit to this anecdote, which is now proved to be 
folfe, the houfe at the meflacre of St. Bartholomew not being built. 
Henry I]. died inthe night between the 2dand 3d of Auguft, aged 
38 years. James Clement (fay the notes on the Henriade) being at 
St. Cloud, iome perfons who fufpected him, went at night into his 
chamber, to obferve him, They found him in a profound fieep, his 
breviary before him, open at the article of Judith. He fafted, con- 
felfed himfelf, and received the facrament before he fet out to afiaf- 
finate the King. He was praifed for this action at Rome, in the 
chair where Henry III.’s funeral ciation ought to have been pronoun- 
ced. At Paris, his pidture was placed on the altars with the eucha- 
rift, Cardina] de Retz relates, that on the anniverfary day of the 
barricadoes, in the minoity of Lewis XIV. he faw a gorget upon 
which this monk was engraved, with thcfe words underneath, Sv, 
James Clem ent. 

The King of Navarre (fays Chron. Noven. vol, 1. p, 223.) kneeled 
at his bed-fide, fighs and tears not permitting him to {peak a word. 
He took his Majefty’s hands between his and kifled them. The 
K.ng perceiving that he was filent through the freng emotions with 
which he was agitated, embraced his head, kiffed him, and gave 
him his benediétion Haid not the knife been poifoned, the wound 
would not have been mortal; for it was not deep, and had not reach- 
ed the inteftines, p.217. Durgoin, prior of the Jacobirs, was tore 
so pieces by four hurfes. They could extort nothing but thefe words 
from him: ‘ We have done what we could, but not what we would 
«e have done 3’ ’which made it be believed, that Henry IV. was defigned 
to have been affiflinated at the fame time. The Sieur de Rouge- 
mont was arrefted, for hav:ng defired to ftrike the blow himfe!f, 
p. 228. He died like a good Chrifiian, He forgave his enemics, and e-~ 
ven Clement himfelf, fays Matthien, See, in the hiftovians, a iul- 
ler account of hisdeath, His charaéter may be collected from what 
is faid of him in thefe Memoirs. He was called, at his baptifm, Ed- 
ward-Alexander, by Edward VI, King of England, and Antony King 
of Navarre: but Catharine made him attcrwards aifume the name of 
his father. 

Itis faid, that feventeen or eighteen peifons having gathered up 
the afhes of Clement, which the wind had difpeirfed, getting into a 
boat with thefe athes, the boat was fwallowed up by the Seine, and 


all that were in it. l 
i Cloud, 
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Cloud, where the King’s quarters were. At his 
entrance into this prince’s apartment, he found he 
had juit reccived an injection, which came away 
again without either pain or blood, He approached 
his bed, with all the inquietude that the fincereft 
friendihip could infpire. ‘The King conforted him 
with affurances, that his wound would have no bad. 
confequences, and that God would prolong his 
life, that he might be in a condition to give him 
new proofs of his affection. ‘The wounded mo- 
narch pronounced thefe words in fuch a manner, as 
removed part of the King of Navarre’s apprehen- 
fions, and feeing befides no mortal fymptom, he 
left him to his repofe, quitted his chamber, and 
returned to his quarters at Meudon, 

My lodgings were at the bottom of this caftle, 
in the houfe of a man named Sauvat. After I had 
feen the King of Navarre difmounted, I went home 
to fup, and had juft placed myfelf at table, when E 
faw Ferret his fecretary enter, who faid to me, “Sir, 
“ the King of Navarre, and perhaps the King of 
“« France, defires you in an inftant.” Startled at 
thefe words, I went with him immediately to the 
caftle; and, by the road, he told me, that Dorto- 
man had informed the King of Navarre, by an ex- 
prefs, that if he would fce the King alive, he had 
not a moment to lofe. 

I went ftraight to the apartment of the prince, 
where, while our horfes were faddling, he did me 
the honour to confult me upon the prefent conjunc- 
ture. The different refleQions with which my mind 
was filled at this moment, kept me for fome time 
filent. ‘Che King was in no lefs agitation. It was 
no longer the happy iffue ofa little negotiation, nor 
the fuccefs of a battle, nor afmall kingdom, fuch 
as Navarre, upon which he meditated; it was the 
fineft monarchy in Europe. But to arrive at it, how 
many obftacles were to be furmounted ? and by what 
travel muft he not purchafe it? All that the 

Now. 1, Yy King 


Ie M Een R 5 Book TI. 


King of Navarre had fuffered until this moment, 
miglit, ia comparifon, be accounted nothing. How 
cruth a party fo powerful, and fo creditable, that it 
had made a prince eftablifhed on the throne to 
tremble, and almoft obliged him to defcend from 
it! This difficulty alre cady fo great, appeared in- 
furmountable, when one reflected, that the King’s 
death wouid deprive the King of Navarre of the 
principal and the greateft part of his forces. He 
could not reckon either upon the princes of the 
blood, or upon the orandees ; and in his prefent 
E E, he had occation for every one’s affiftance, 
yet he had no one in whom he could confide. I 
trembled, when it came into my mind, that fuch 
furpr ifing and unexpected news might occafion arc- 
volution, ec would expofe the King of Navarre, 
with only a handful of his faithful fervants, to the 
mercy of his old enemies, in a country where he 
was deftitute of all refources. 

Notwithftanding all this, all agreed that the King 
of Navarre had but one only part to take, that of 
availing himielf of the occafion, and of ufing 
with all thofe precautions which ordinarily render 
it happy or otherwife, Indeed, without attempting 
to judge of the future, which depends upon too 
many things, and {till lefs to fubject it to our pre- 
cipitation; in great and painful enterprifes, we 
{bould endeavour to fubdue obftacles one after an- 
other; nor fufter ourfelves to be rebuted by their 
ereatnefs, or by their number. We ought never 
to defpair of what has been pofflible to any one. 
How many things to which we have attached the 
idea of impoffible, have become cafy to thofe who 
knew how to take advantage of time, occafions, 
lucky moments, the faults of others, different dif- 
pofitions. and an infinitude of other circumftances ? 

The aniwer I made the King was agreeable to 
thefe maxims. He did not think differently him- 
felf. We agreed therefore, that, inftead of return- 
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ing to the diftant provinces, this prince fhould re- 
main in the midft of the royal army, to fupport his 
claim, and that we fhould fet out inftantly for Sz. 
Gout but well armed at all events, taking care, 
however, to keep our extraordinary arms concealed, 
that we might not ourfelves be the firft to create 
terror and fufpicion. Upon entering St. Cloud, 
they told usthe King was better; and obliged us 
to put offour fwords. I followed the King of Na- 
varre, who advanced towards the cafile; when all 
abonce, We heard a man exclaim, “Ah! my God, 
« we are loft.” The King of Navarre making ents 
man approach, who Ponnicd Ening Akou the 
« King is dead,” afked him feveral queftions, which 
he fatisfied, by fuch a circumftantial recital of the 
King’s death, that we could no longer doubt the 
truth of it. 

Henry no longer doubted, when advancing a few 
fteps, he faw the Scotch guard, who threw them- 
felves at his feet, faying, “ Ah, Sire! you are at 
« prefent our King and our mafter.” And fome 
moments after, Mef. de Biron, de Bellegarde, d’O, 
de Chateauvieux, de Dampierre, and feveral others, 
did the fame. 

‘The King of Navarre perceived, that this was one 
of thofe critical moments, the good or bad employ- 
ment of which muft decide his deftiny for life. 
Without fuffering himfelf to be dazzled with the 
view of a throne, upon which this inftant placed 
him, or overpowered by difficulties, or by ufelefs 
grief, he calmly began to give orders for keeping 
every one in their duty, and preventing miutinies. 
He turned himfelf to me, and with that air of fa- 
iniliarity with which he entertained thofe of whofe 
affection he was affured, bid me go to the Ma- 
rechal d’Aumont’s quarters, and there, with all 
the addrefs neceflary to attach them more ftrongly 

to his intereft, fpread among his troops the news of 
the King’s death, and to make this marechal fpeak 
Yo 2 to 
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to the French guards, to engage their officers to 
come and pay their homage to him in the afternoon, 
and to prevail upon the nobility to do the fame, 
He recommended me to have a fharp eye upon my 
own quarters, and to keep all there in due obedi- 
ence. He ftudied, moreover, to ftrengthen him- 
felf by all the foreign powers, on whole afiiftance 
he thought he might rely. He wrote or fent depu- 
ties to Germany, England, Flanders, Switzerland, 
and the republic of Venice, to inform them of this 
new event, and the right which it gave him to the 
crown of France. ' 

I reprefented to him, that one of the things that 
feemed to be moft preffing, was to get pofieflion of 
Meulan, a place, upon this occafion, of the utmott 
importance, the governor of which (who was called 
St. Marc) he knew to be a zealous leaguer in his 
heart. I explained to him in few words, how eafily 
this might be executed; and the King approving, I 
went to Meulan, and demanded a conference with 
St. Marc, upon affairs, l faid, of great confequence 
to him He came to me; and while I amufed him 
with a feigned confidence, the Marechal d’ Aumont 
pafled over the bridge with his troops, and, taking 
advantage of the firft moment of confternation, 
proceeded to the caftle, which he made himfelf ma- 
fter of, and we drove out the too credulous St. 
Mare, 

‘The King offered me ‘this government, which 
many confiderations kept me from accepting. Part 
of the King’s apprehenfions were foon juftified by 
the event He found it impofiible to keep either 
the Duke cf Epernon *, or many other difaffected 

Catholics, 


* The author of his life affigns very had rea“ ns for this retreat : 
it is plain that nothing can «xcufe it, Upon this cecafion it appears, 
that, befides the Proteftant party, there were three otters among 
the Catholics them elves: the firft of which was compofed of tho‘e 
perfens who abandoned Henry TV. after the death of Henry ITL. ; 
-he fecond, thofe who nut being able to prevail upon this prince to 

declare 
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Catholics, in his fervice, efpecially thofe who owed 
their fortune to the deceaied King. Their defer- 
tion reduced him almoit tothofe troops only which 
he had brought with him, and put it out of his 
power to continue the fiege of Paris, or even to 


continue in its neighbourhood. ‘The foreign p wers 


either gave him nothing but fine words, or offered 


lir {uch fupplies as could be no remedy to actual 
evils. He was obliged therefore to retire to the 
centre of the kingdom. He had already (though 


without difcovering his real motive for it) caufed a 


report to be fpread among the foldiers of an intend- 
ed journey to ‘Tours. ‘This retreat was no lefs ne- 
ceilary for the fafety of his perfon, than for the 
itate of his affairs. A thoufand dangers threatened 
him, in the neighbourhood of a city, where the 
King his predeceifor, thougha Catholic, and with a 
powerful army under his obedience, could not e- 
{cape a tragical end. There they had jutt taken fi- 
nal refolutions to rid them/elves of this prince ; and 
he had ftill more reafon to tremble when he re- 
flected that thofe cruel counfels were held in the 


declare that very moment, that he would embrace the Catholic re- 
ligion, cotinued with him, but had ncither affection to his perfon, 
nor a fincere at achment to his interet, The numbcr of thete was 
very great. Tae chief among them were the Dukes of Longue- 
ville and Nevers, d'O, (who had fpoken to him in the name of the 
ret) and many «thers, The third party was made up of thofe who 
decla.ed publicly, (fays D°Aubigné), that they would ferve the 
King without any conditions: and thefe were indeed but very few in 
number; among which were the Mare:hals D’Aumont and Biron, 
Givry, &c. Henry was excremely perplexed at the rude propofiticn 
made him by the Catholics, and the declaration they added to it, 
that they would retire, if he did n t give them this fatisfa€tion, He 
told them refolutely, that he would never be reproached with having 
been conftrained to take fuch a fep; and demanded fix months time 
to think upon it. Sce the hiflorians upon this fabject, and particu- 
larly D'Aubigré. vol.3. b. 2. c. 23. Henry IV. received farh im- 
portant fervices Upon this occafion trom the Marechal Biren, that it 
was reported, it was he who made him King : and the Marechal is 
faid to have reproached Henry with his furvices in thefe very terms. 
Mem, of Brantome, vol, 3. p. 346. ; 
midt 
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midft of his army, and that the affaffins were per- 
haps near his perfon. 

In a conjuncture fo imbarraffing, itwas neceflary 
to place a governor in Meulan, who had a regiment 
actually ready to defend it aga ainft the league, which 
becoming infolent by the King’s death, in imagi- 
nation already enjoyed the conqueit of it. I had 
not one; nor fuflicient time to raife one ; the go- 
vernment of Meulan was therefore given to Bellen- 
greville *. 

the King, in his retreat, took Clermont, and 
fome other {mall towns, His forces were too in- 
confiderable for greater enterprifes; and this alfo 
was the reafon that I miffed of raking Louviers, up- 
on which I had a defign that in all appearance 
would have fucceeded. ‘This defign I communicat- 
ed to the King, and defired he would give me fome 
forces for the executicn of it. He could give me 
only acompany of his light-armed horfe, command- 
ed by Arambure, which was not fufficient; but he 
affured me that I fhould be joined at Louviers by a 
regiment of 12¢0 men, which was then at Nogent; 
and for this purpofe he wrote to Coronneau the cc- 
lonel of this regiment. 

In thishope I came before Louviers, where I 
waited in vain for the fupplics that had been pro- 
mifed me. The river of Eure, which ran into the 
ditches of Louviers, having been turned, a great 
aqueduct that fupplicd the city with water, became 
dry. This I had remarked, and it was through 
this place that I propofed to enter it: but it was 
not probable, that Mef. d'Aumale, de la Londe, de 
FYontaine-Martel, de Medavy, de Contenant, and 
many other officers of the league, of which this city 
was full, would furrender, or eer themfelves to 
be taken, without firiking a blow, I thought it 
would be rafhnefs to aitempt to force them with a 


* Read Joachim de Berengueville, 
handful 
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handful of men. In order therefore to juftify the 
the truth of what I had afferted, I contented myfelf 
with fending feveral perfons into this aqueduét, 
where I employed them only in enlarging the en- 
trance, by forcing up with a petard the grate that 
clofed it. By this means they feveral times pene- 
trated into the city, and came out again without 
being perceived ; which convinced them, that the 
enterprife only failed for want of men, 

J returned by Pont- de-l’ Arche, to meet the King 
at Ecouy ; from whence he hoped to pafs imme- 
‘diately to Touraine; but he found the Normans 
fo well affected to him, that he was determined, by 
their offers, to attempt the important ficge of 
Rouen. While preparations were making for 
this expedition, we took Gournay, Neufchatel, 
the city of Eu, Treport, and Darnetal; where the 
King received advice, that the Duke of Maienne 
fought to come to a battle with him. I was com- 
manded to go with fifty horfe to reconnoitre this 
general’s army, which I found in the neighbour- 
hood of Mante, and fpread over all my lands. I 
went and potted myfelf in my foreft ; from whence 
I made obfervations, and brought the King infor- 
mation, that the army of the league confifted of 
25,000 effective foot, and 8000 horfe. The King, 
who had only a little flying camp to oppofe fo for- 
midable an army, was not willing to neglect any 
precaution. He had already caufed the commander 
of Chaftes to be founded, to know if in cafe of 
any inconvenience, he would receive him into 
Dieppe: and he had reafon to be perfectly fatif- 
fied with his anfwer; but, in order to be better 
affured of this governor's intentions, he went him- 
felf to confer with him, and returned very well fa- 
tished. Seeing therefore that he might reckon 
upon 
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upon a retreat fo fecure as Dieppe *, he the lefs 
feared to keep the field before the enemy; and re- 
folving to make head againft them to the laft ex- 
tremity, he came and poited himfelf before Arques. 

At the end of the caufey of Arques there is a 
long winding hill, covered with coppice; beneath 
is a fpace of arable land, in the mid{t of which is 
the great road that leads to Arques, having thick 
hedges oneach fide, Lower down, upon the left 
hand, there is a kind of great morafs or boggy 
ground, A village called Martinglije bounds the 
hil, about half a league from the caufey. It was 
in this village, and in the neighbourhood of it, 
that the whole army of the Duke of Maïenne was 
incamped. The King was fenfible, that by at- 
tempting to refift an army of more than 30,000 
men, with lefs than 30c0, his conduct might be 
taxed with temerity. But betides that it would be 
very difficult to find a place more favourable for 
his few forces. and that there was danger in going 
back, he thought that the weaknefs of his party 
demanded fome bold ftroke at the beginning. He 
neglected nothing that could any how compenfate 
for the fmailnefs of his number. He ordered deep 
trenches to be cut at the caufey, and above as well 
as beneath the great road; he pofted 1200 Swils 
on each fide of this road. and 600 German foot to 
defend the upper trenches ; and placed rocco or 
1200 others in a chapel, which ftood in the midft 
of the upper and lower trenches, It was all the 
infantry he had: his cavalry, which amounted 
upon the whole only to 609 men, he divided into 
two equal fquadrons: and with one pofted himfelf 


* Henry IV. it is faid, was reduced to fuch an extremity under 
the wails of this city, that he was upon the point of retiring into 
England; which the Marechal de Biron pievented, by advifing him 
to make good his poft at Arques. Defore the battle at A:ques, he 
faid, that he was a kingwithout a kingdom, a hufard without a 
wire, and a warrior without money, 
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between the wood and the road, and feparating 
the other into platoons, made them go diwn be- 
tween the road and the morafs, to fill in fome fort 
the interval. He did not lie down that whole night; 
during which, fearing that the enemy would make 
themfelves mafters ot the caufey, he kept guard 
there himfelf. In the morning they brought him 
fomething to eat into the trench, where he called 
his principal officers to breakfaft with him ; after 
which he thought, perhaps, to have taken a few 
moments reft, when he was informed by the 
guards, that the army of the league was marching 
towards him, in order of battle. 

At this news, he ordered the Vifcount de 
Chartres, Patcheux, Braffeufe, Avantigny, and 
three or four others, to advance into the wood, to 
make fome prifoners: they returned in an inftant, 
bringing with them the Count de Belin. ‘The King 
went to meet him, and embraced him fmiling. He, 
whofe eyes were every where in fearch of the 
King’s army, feeing hardly any foldiers about him, 
anfwered him no otherwife than by marking his 
furprife to fee fo few around the King. “ You 
‘* fee not all,” faid the King to him with the fame 
“« gaiety: ‘* for youreckon not God, and my juft 
« right, who affift me .”’ Accuftomed as ] was to 
fee this prince, I could not help admiring his fe- 
rene and tranquil countenance, on an occafion fo 
much the more defperate, as it left him full time 
for reflection. His air was fo ftayed, and his ar- 
dor tempered with fo much prudence, that he ap- 
peared to the foldiers to have fomething more than 
humanity, and infpired them in their turn with all 
theintrepity of their chief. 

The Duke of Maienne ordered the upper 
trenches to be attaked by a fquadron of his Ger- 
man foot, who made as if they declined fighting. 
becaufe they had only Germans to encounter, 
‘Lhey even pretended to furrender; and our Gere 
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mans were fo effectuaily deceived by this artifice, 
that they fufFered the others to advance and gain. 
the trench, from whence they drove out ours; and 
from this advantageous poft they gave us a great 
deal of trouble. I foon loft fight of ail that was 
done at the fide of the wood; becaufe that part of 
the morals where I wis, gh ten of my men, was 
that moment aitacked by afguadron of 8 or goo 
horfe. At the approach a a troop fo luge op 
we drew together about 150 es and drove 
irem back as fam as the v alley ; where meeting 
with four other fquadrons, we were obliged to re- 
treat, till being joined in our turn by the Count 
d'Auvergne ¥, “who brought 150 horfe more to our 
affiftance, we a fecond time be back the enemy’s 
{quadrons ‘This management could not laft long. 
Three hundred horfe from the enemy’s army join- 
ing the firt, we were forced to yield, and we re- 
gained the chapel in diforder; where fortunately 
our foot-foldiers who were pofi fied there, ftopped 
this cavaly fhort, and engaged i in a battle, in whiclr 
Sagonne and fome other oificers were lain. 


* Charles de Valois, natural fon of Charles IX. Heis mentioned , 
hereafter. It is upon the relation of this Count, afterwards Duke 
of Agou'éme, that Father Daniel, in his hiftory of France, vol. 9. 
has given a vefcription of this battle, to which nothing can be added, 
and difers but littl: from that in our Memoirs. See alfo Matthieu, 
vol. 2. pet4. et feg7.; Cayet, vol. 1 b. 2. p. 263 ef fegg.5, the Mee 
moirs of Nevoirs, vol, p. 597. and the phyfician Du Chefne’s rela- 
tion, &c. This battle was fought on Wednefday Sept. 20. It be- 
gan at ten o'clock in the morning, and ended at Eleven, The Duke 
of Mitenne, five days before, made feveral attempts upon Dieppe, 
which were called efcarmoubes du Polet. ‘* My companion, (faid 
Henry IV. to Arreguer, colonel of the regiment of Soleur,) “I come 
“(to die, or to gain honour with you.’ <‘* He drove back the 
< treacherous Germans,” &c. Le Grain, book 5, ‘* My father,” 
(faid this prince to Col. Golati,) keeps a pike for me, for I will 
“© fivht atthe head of your battalion,” Matthieu, ib. p. 14. Af- 
ter the battle he wrote to Grillon inthefe terms. “ Hang thyfetf, 
“ brave, Grillon, for we have fought at Arques without thee. A- 
« dieu brave Grillon, Ilove thee whether 1 will or not.” 
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The Duke of Majienne commanding all the reft 
of his German foot to attack the chapel, we quitted 
at lenth this poft; and overpowered by numbers, 
abandoned the hollows in the road, and even the 
road itfelf. This was the beginng of a defeat: 
the confequences had been fearful, if we had 
not met the battalion of the Swifs, who fuftain- 
ed the fhock, gave us time to rally, and put us a- 
gain into a condition of renewing the fight. No- 
thing could have happened more feafonably with 
regard to myfelf. My horfe that moment falling 
dead of his wounds, I mounted a freth one. To 
vanquifh the brave refiftance of our Swifs, the o- 
enemy thought proper to order 500 horfe to march 
along the fide of the morafs; they would have 
taken us in tne rear, and have eafily overpower- 
ed the Swifs, and the reft of the foldiers, when 
luckily the herfes approaching too near the mo- 
rafs, they remained intangled in the mire, and their 
riders with diffculty enough difengaged them, by 
leaving their lances there. 

The battle continued fome time longer in this 
ftate, that is to fay, while we had any ftrength left ; 
but at length wearinefs began to overcome us. On 
our fide they were the fame men who were always 
in action ; inftead of which our enemies were re- 
newed, and multiplied every moment. Great part 
of our brigade was difarmed and difmounted. In 
this extremity I was deputed by the troop to repre- 
{ent our fituation to the King, and to demand from 
him a reinforcement. I met this prince coming to 
Ger quarter. “My friend,” faid he to me, “I 
“ have not a foul to fend you; we muft not, how- 
& ever, lofe courage for all that.” In effect, he 
was in no better condition than we He turned, 
however, towards M.le Grand, and bid him follow 
me with all the men he could get together from the 
upper part of the road. Į went back to my party, 
and with apparent joy informed them of a fupply, 
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upon which T but little depended. Every one was 
re animated, and one may fay, that at that moment 
acts of valour were done that were incredible. lhe 
thick fog, which concealed us from our enemies, 
hid from us likewife a grear part of our danger : 
but when this fog was diflipated, the fun fhewed us 
to them, and difcovered their whole army to us, 
ready to overwhelm us. It was by this time fo near, 
that we could not hope to gain the end of the 
caufey, where our laft intrenchment was, and we 
thought of nothing but felling our lives dearly. 

Our fafety came from what we had looked upon 
as our greateft misfortune. The cannon of the 
cattle of Arques had been rendered ufelefs by the 
thicknefs of the fog; but as foon as the enemy 
could be diftinguifhed, it made a difcharge fo juft, 
and of fo terrible an effect, although there were but 
four pieces, that the enemy were difordered. Four 
other volleys fucceeded with fuch rapidity, as went 
quite through their army ; which, no longer able 
to endure the fire, retired in diforder to the fide of 
the valley: behind which, fome moments after, all 
this terrible multitude were loft ; aftonifhed, with- 
out doubt, at the great lofs they had fuftained, and 
deprefled by a refiftance which the Duke of Mai- 
enne had not expected. 

The King, after an action which covered him 
with glory, retired to Arques ; from thence he 
went to Dieppe, always harraffed by the enemy, 
and engaged in frequent {kirmifhes ; the detail of 
which | fupprefs, as having nothing fufficiently in- 
terefting after the battle of Arques. The King, 
however, in one of thefe rencounters, found him- 
feif expoted to a danger ftill greater: for, believing 
the enemy at a diftance, he was exercifing with us 
a kind >f military game in a meadow, and fuftain- 
ed a difcharge from 209 fufileers, who lay in am- 


buih upon the ground between two hedges, but two 
hundred 
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hundred paces at moft from the place where we 
were. 

It is certain, that any other than Henry would 
have infallibly funk under thefe difficulties, before 
he had received the fupplies which were preparing 
for him; but by his valour * and his fkill in difpu- 
ting the ground, he gave time ro 4000 Englifh and 
Scotch, that Q_Elifabeth fent him, to pafs the fea; 
and this reinforcement was {oon after follow: d by 
one greater, which was brought him by the Count 
of Soiffons, Henry of Orleans, Duke of Longue- 
ville, d'Aumont, and Biron. It was owing to the 
Count of Soiffons thut he was fo often in danger at 
Dieppe, who amufed himfelf with difputing about 
the command of the forces, inftead of flying to the 
King’s afliftance. 

Maienne durft not wait for the junction of all 
thefe troops; he difappeared with his army, and 
left the King mafter of the field Henry {poke no 
longer of keeping in Normandy ; he fet out again 
for Paris, which he had quitted with regret. He 
pafied through Meulan and Poifly ; and from this 
place detached me, with the Duke of Montpenfier+, 
to endeavour to perfect a correfpondence he had a 
long time before begun in Vernon, or to feize the 
city by means of that terror which his approach 


* Sixtus V. prefaged, that the Bearnois would be the uppermoft, 
fince he was nat longer in bed than the Duke of Maienne was at 
table. The Duke or Maienne was extremely flow in all his motions, 
** If he does nat aét in another manner,” faid the King, “ 1 fhall 
«< certainly beat him always in the field.” Perefixe, ib. part 2, The 
fame Pope, after the battle ot Arques, applied thefe words to Hen- 
ry IV. ** Thou fhalt tread upon the lon and adder; the young lion 
“ and the dragon fhalt thcu trample under feet.” Pfal. xc. 13. 
Mesning the Duke of Marenne, the Duke of Savoy, the King of 
Spain himfelf. 

t Henry of Bourbon-Montpenfier, Prince of the blood, the only 
fon of Francis and Renée of Anjou, at that time twenty-feven years 
old. Henry III. took the government of Bretagne from him, with- 
out any caufe, to beftow it on the Duke of Merceur. He foon had 
reafon to repent it. i 
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would caufe in it. We found no probability of 

fucceeding in either the one or the other. eee 

Duke of Montpenfier returned to Normandy, and 
joined the King at Villepreux. 

His defiga was to alarm Paris, and even to at- 
tack it; and as he faw his time, to attempt to make 
himfelf malter of it. He had taken the precaution 
to fend to demolith the bridge of St. Maixance, by 
which the Duke of Maienne might have been able 
to affift this great city; for that general, alarmed 
by the King’s march, had alfo come near Paris by 
the oppofite nde, that he might not meet the King, 
This prince, therefore, gave the neceffary orders 
for attacking all the fuburbs at the fame time: that 
of St. Germain fell to M. d'Aumont, de Chatillon, 
and me. As foon as the fignal was given, we fell 
upon this fuburb, and having indeed an immentfe, 
but a confufed and frighted multitude to oppofe, 
we hemmed two confiderable troops of foldiers 
within the inclofure of the market of St. Germain; 
and there, in lefs than two hundred paces, we left 
400 of them in a moment dead upon the place. I 
could hardly prevail upon myfelf to kill men whom 
fear rendered more dead than alive; but putting 
them out of a condition to refift us, we pafled for- 
ward, and advanced as far as the gate of Nefle : 
fifteen or twenty of us entered the city, and went 
very nearto Pont-Neuf; but feeing that our men did 
not follow us, we turned back, An order from the 
King to give over the attack wasthe caufe of their 
abandoning us. The perfon whom he had fent to 
demolifh the bridge of St. Maixance * had difchar- 


~ De Thou obferves, that the guard of this tridge was given to 
Williem de Montmorency, Lord of “Chore; but being fick t Senlis, 
he could not defend it. Book o7. Jt was attac’ted en All-{ints day, 
npon advice fent bv James Corbinelly, a Florcn ine gentleman, to 
Henry IV. in thefe three words, ** C me, come, come,” written in 
a bit of paper, which the bearer inclosed in a quill, and held ia his 
mouth. They did net carry it for want of cannon to beat down the 
gates, Matthien, vol, 2, b. 3. p. 17. Cayet, vol, 1. p. 27°. 
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ged this commiffion fo ili, that the Duke of Maienne 
appeared within fight of Paris with his whole army, 
almoft at the fame moment that we came within 
view of it ourfelves, 

The King was now convinced that his enterprife 
was become impoflible, and that although we fhould 
make ourfelves mafters of the city, which on our 
fide would infallibly have happened, an army thus 
difperfed in a city fo extentive as Paris, would have 
been in danger of being overpowered, having an in- 
numerable multitude of people to oppofe within, 
and an army without to defend ourfelves againft, 
which would either have entered after us, or have 
kept us betieged there. It was thus that the ardor 
which this prince difcovered in battle, did not ever 
tranfport him fo far as to make him deaf to the 
countel of prudence. He thought he had done e- 
nough, having created terror in the very heart of 
that city that dared to defpife him, and given it a 
fenfible intimation of what it had to fear from him, 
Part of the fuburbs was pillaged: our foldiers left 
nothing in that of St. Germain *, that they could 
conveniently carry away, I had tor my fhare full 
3000 crowns, and all my men made very confider-. 
able booty. 

Two days after this expedition, the King went 
to feize Eftampes ; and refuming his firft defign of 
fhewing himfelf in the heart of the kingdom, at 
leaft with a part cf his troops, he went towards 
‘Tours, and in a fhort time took a great many little 
towns in Touraine, Anjou, Maine, and Lower 


* The Sieurs de Chatillon and La Noué (fays Le Grain, book 5.), 
affaulted the fuburbs of St. Germain, Bufly, and Nefle, which were 
richer and more magnificent than the others, and where they expeét- 
ed to fnd moft refidance, as well upon account ot the fine houfes that 
were in the fuburb of St. Germain, which makes its value equal to, 
the fecond city in France, as the abbey St. Germain, which was for- 
tified. Chatillon made it appear, that he remembered St. Bar: holo- 
mew’s day, and was refulved to expiate the murder, and appeafe the 
manes of the Admiral his father, 
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Normandy *, He left fome troops with the Mare- 
chal Biron, who took Evreux, without cannon. I 
drove the Catholics from before Anfreville. ‘The 
King gave me all the countries about Mante and 
Roiay to preferve, with a {mall body of troops, 
with which I narrowly miffed caking the Duke, 
d’Aumale, as he paffed by Rony. After I joined 
the Marechal Biron, for the fiege of Evreux. I 
cannot give a more circumftantial account of actions | 
fo inconfiderable, and muft even fupprefs the great- 
eft part of them, as it is neither p<ffible, nor to the 
purpofe, to expatiate upon facts fo trivial, 

I forewarn the public, therefore, to expect in’ 
thefe memoirs a detail only of events of fome con- 
fideration, and only fuch as | have been a witnefs 
to, or as happened to the King himfelf. If I join 
to thefe any others, they fhall only be fuch whofe 
certainty I can warrant, by the fidelity of memoirs 
which have fallen into my hands. As for all others, 
it will be fufficient juft to hint at them, that the ` 
reader may himfelf collate the affairs of Henry the 
Great, in the different periods of time. It was to 
affift my memory, that I at firft committed fuch 
traits as moft ftruck me to paper; particularly fech 
difcourfes as the King held with myfelf, or as I 
have heard him hold with others, either upon war 
or upon politics, in which I apprehended there might 
be fingular benefit to myfelf. This prince, who 
perceived it by my fometimes repeating, word for. 
word, what he had fpoken, commanded me to put 
my work in fome order, and to extend it. I found 

reat difficulties in this; for my ftyle was among 
the meaneft: but upon the reiterated commands of 


* Alençon, Le-Mans, Chateau-Briant, Sabie, Château-Gontier, ; 
Maienne, Laval, Argentan, Falaife, Lifieux, Baieux, Ponteau-de- 
mer, Pent- 1 Evéque, Honfieur, Havre-ce Grace, Donfront, &c. 
De Thou, bo k 97. D’Aubizné, vol. 3. be 3. €. 4. &c. See alfo the 
Memoirs ot the league, and ae rclations of CE expeditiona 
printed at that time,” 
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his Majefty, and his promifing to corrcét it with his 
own hand, I refumed and continued this work more 
affiduoufly. ‘This it was that gave birth to thefe 
memoirs. But I return to my fubject. 

'The army of the league fitting down before Pon- 
toife, took it, and afterwards laid fiege to Meulan. 
As I judged this place to be of extreme importance 
to the King, I endeavoured, by all the methods I 
could think of, to make its powder hold out *, and 
to introduce fome perfon into it on whom I could 
depend, to prevail upon the befieged to ftand firm, 
tll afliftance, which was very near, arrived. And 
this I performed, by making a man {wim over to 
it; and in the mean time fent notice to the King of 
what had pafied, and demanded fupplies. My re- 
doubled inftances determined this prince to come 
thither himfelf; but it was with great unwillingnefs 
that he left other places, where his prefence was no 
lefs neceffary. ‘‘ By your importunity, I am upon 
‘ the road to Meulan.” Thus he wrote to me. 
“ If any thing unfortunate fhould happen, I fhall 
“t reproach you for ever.” It would indeed have 
appeared very furprifing to me, if no misfortune 
had happened : for this prince leaving all his infan- 
try before Honfleur, brought with him fo fmall a 
number, that it was impoffible for him to fuftain 
the attack of a whole army which prefed Meulan, 
and would not fail to fall upon him, as foon as it 
was known how ill he was accompanied. 

This I took the liberty to reprefent to him; and, 
in effect, he had no fooner left Verneuil to proceed 
to Ivry, than going out to reconnoitre, I faw the 
whole army of the league, inftructed doubtlefs of 
his march, bearing ftraight upon him He was 
obliged to tu n back to Verneuil. It was not ordi- 
nary for this prince to give ground before his ene- 


* The Duke of Sully is mentioned with diftinétion in the relation 
ef this fiege, by De Thou, book 98. and Matthieu, vol. 2. p. 22. 
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mies, nor did he now do it without a good deal of 
regret. In the firft tranfports of his anger, he ac- 
cuted me of having expoied him to this affront, and 
of being lefs foliciious for his reputation, by call- 
ing hini hither, tian careful to preferve my lands 
from pillage. it was ealy for me to juftity mylelf; 
and this prince, who comprehended the importance 
of fuch a place as Meulan, gave orders for all his 
army to join him. 

This produced the effet which I had premifed 
myfelf. The cnemy feeing the army on its march, 
began to draw their cannon on this fide the river, 
aad, without wholly raifing the fege, Aeon 
the care of it, to bed aga ‘int being furprifed. 

‘I fent the King advice ot this proceeding, and he. 
thought it proper to haften its march, to prevent 
any accident wivch might occafion the lofs of Meu- 
fan, and fent me the feouts of his army, that while 
1 waited for his arrival, I might perpetually annoy 
the befiegers. He came foon after, and entered the 
fort, where being defirous of obferving the enemy’s 
army, he climbed up, with fome of us, into the 
Belfrey *. The befiegers having, at this moment, 
pointed a battery againft this belfrey, demolifhed 
the ftair-cafe, and obliged the King, and all of us 
that were with him, to come down with the help 
of a cord, and a {tick pafied between our legs. 
The King, to pay them in the fame coin, ordered 
four pieces of cannon to be raifed in this place : 
which was contrary to my opinion: becaufe | fore- 
faw that the enemy would quickly difmount them; 
which actually happened before we could derive the 
leaft advantage from them, and the befiegers fired 
there fo furioufly all day, that we were not able to 
remove thefe four pieces till night. The enemy, 
who had put the river between them and the King, 


* As Henry TV. was afcencing the "ae of St, Nicaife, a can- 
non-ball pafled through his legs. Match. 24. 
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made a terrible attack on the bridge on that fide 
but this was their laft effort. The King pofting him- 
felf at Orgreux, they were afraid of being over- 
come, and decamped forthwith. 

‘Lhe Marquis of Allegre had better fuccefs, and 
feized Rouen for the league. I received the news 
of itat Rofny. ‘the King, who had done every 
thing to hinder the reduction of this place, march- 
ed inftantly to Rouen; but upon his arrival at Gail- 
lon, he learned that the evil was without remedy. 
In exchange, he went to befiege Dreux, after put- 
ting mein garrifon in Pafiy. ‘The Duke of Maienne, 
who had juft been reinforced with the whole Spa- 
nith army, pafled the river, and fpread his troops 
all around Manteand Rofny, refolute to raife this 
fiege. ‘Lhe vanguard of this army, which was con- 
duéted by one of my relations, that bore my name, 
had orders from the general to poffefs himfelf of 
Paily in his way. I gave the King notice of his 
approach ; who replied only, that I might do asI 
pleafed. J refolved, therefore, to defend myfelf ; 
and although M. de Rofny wrote me, reprefenting 
to me, that it would be rafhnefs to fuffer myfelf to 
be frormed in a place that had not even walls, and 
ofiered me very advantageous conditions*, yet he 
could gain nothing upon me. 

I thanked him for his falfe politenefs, and, in 
the night, caufed a ditch to be dug, which ferved 
the garrifon at leaft fora fhelter, Luckily the ene- 


* Matthicn mentions this fret, exactly in the fame menner as it 
is here; he even relatcs (he Duke of Sully’s reply, in the very words 
he made vfe of. ‘ Here is the King ready to give battle; tell the 
« Duke of Marenne that he is row reckoning upon winning it; and 
e then Iwill confider whether I am to lofe it.” 

The only diference in the two recitals ts, that this officcr of the 
enemy's, who is here called Rofny, was, accerding to Matthieu, the 
Baron de Rolny, one of the general officersef the league. However, 
to tnefe who read the Memoirs of Sully, it would feem impoffiole for 
the error to be on his fide. Compare the two writers, Ocennomies 
Royales, &e, vol. 4, p.7t. and Matthzeu’s hift. val. 2, bs a. p.25 
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my had no mind to wafte time in fo inconfiderable 
a capture, and wanted only to feize the place as 
they paffed. Next morning, the noife of the bag- 
gage gave me to underftand, that the army had 
purfued its route; which drew me out of great per- 
plexity. During the night, which I fpent entirely 
without in fortifying Pafly, I thought I faw diftingily 
two armies fighting inthe air *. I know not whe- 
ther this was a reality or an illufion ; but this ob- 
ject made fuch an impreflion upon my mind, that I 
was not furprifed at reading a letter next day fiom 
the King. He informed me, that the Duke of Mai- 
enne’s army, joined to the Spaniards, had approach- 
ed with a defign to offer him battle; that he had 
waited for it till the evening of that “day on which 
he wrote me, but that the whole day had been paff- 
ed in fkirmifhing, making lodgements, and fecuring 
advantages, and that the general action was put off 
till the morrow. His letter concluded with thefe 
words: ‘I conjure you therefore to come, and 
“« bring all with you that you can, particularly 
“< your own company, and the two companies of 
« Badit and James’s horfe-arquebufiers that I grant- 
“ ed you; for I know them, and would make ufe 
“ of them.” 

I was fenfible, that, without very great diligence, 
{ fhould arrive too late for the battle with thefe com- 
panies, which { forefaw the King would be in ex- 
treme need of, as he was much inferior in number 


* Davila, who alfo takes notice of this phænomenon, beok xr. 
defcribes it in this manner, ‘¢ The thunder and lightning, fome- 
times mingled with horrid darknefs, added to their terrors 3 and fuck 
a flood of rain poured fuddenly down, that the whole army was a- 
larmed. A prodigious apparition, which appeared in the fky as foom 
as it had ceafedto rain, increafed the general confternation ; for du~ 
ring the noife of the thunder, at which the ftouteft among them’ 
trembled, two great armies were diftinttly fcen in the air, that, after 
continuing fome time engaged in fight, difappeared, covered with a 
thick cloud; fo that the iffue of the battle could not be difcovered 
sy the fpegtators. 
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tothe enemy. I therefore loft not a moment, and 
was fortunate enough to ariive an hour and’a half 
before it began ‘The King ordered me to make my 
company pafs to the right wing, where his own 
fquadron was. to which he joined it; and making 
the two companies of arquebufjers difmount, fent 
their horfes among the baggage, defigning to make 
ufe of them as the forlorn hope. After this, he 
bid me follow him to fee the difpofition of the two 
armies, ‘‘ in order,” added he,‘ “ that I may learn 
** my trade.” He had no fooner placed himfelf at 
the head of his fquadron *, than the trun pets found- 
ed the charge. 

I fhall attempt nothing here againft the rights of 
hiftorians ; I leave it to them to particularife this 
battle, and fhall confine myfelf only to what I was 
an eye-witnefs of It is fufficient to fay, that, up- 
on this occafion, the principal caufes that gave the 
victory to the weaker party, were, the valour of 
the Marechal d'Aumont, who prevented the entire 
defeat of the light horfe; the infinite difference 
between the enemy’s manner of ufing their artillery 
and ours; and more than all this, whe fingular ta- 
lents of the King, which were never fo perfeAly 
known as in the day of battle, in the difpofition of 
his troops, rallying them, their difcipline, and their 
exact and ready obedience, Í 


* e My companions,” faid he, addreffing himie!f to his fquadron, 
“© if to-day you run my fortune, I alfo run yours. Iam refuived to 
“ die, or conquer with you; keep your ranks, I befeech you, and if 
** I fhould quit them in the heat of the battle, rally immediately, 
«e which will be gaining the victory : you willdo it between thofe three 
“ trees which you fee up there on the right; and if you fhould lofe 
e fight of your enfigns, your cornettes, or your ftandards, keep my 
“ white plume of featheis always in view; you ‘fhall ever find them 
“€ inthe road to honour and to vidtory.”” Perefixe, ibid, part 2. 
They loft fizht ot him in the battle, where, accompanied only by tweive 
or thirteen peifons, he was furrounded by the enemy. He killed the 
Count of: Egmont’s equerry with hisown hand. ‘« We mutt ufe our 
t. piftols,” faid he to his troop, ‘* the more men the more glory.” 
Matthieu, vol, 2, book 1, p, 26. &ca I 
Chey og t 
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It is certain the Duke of Maienne, and the Count 
of Egmont, who were at the head of the Spaniards, 
imagined, that if the King durft wait for them, the 
victory would certainly be theirs; and that, if he 
yiclded, or gave ground before them, as they ex- 
pected, they did not reckon upon any thing lefs, 
than forcing him out of whatever place he fhould 
retreat to, and thus fnifhing the war at a {ingle 
blow. With fuch difpofitionus, what muft be the 
confequence ? I fay nothing of the perfons of the 
generals, who alone are worth many thoufand men. 
The fironger party never makes ufe of thofe pre- 
cautions that are neceffary againft an enemy of 
equal ftrength; and, upon the other hand, the 
weaker never forms a refolution to defend itfelf a- 
gainfta more numerous army, without determining 
likewife to fupply, by valour and addrefs, the defi- 
ciency of numbers. The furprife that a courage, 
animated by glory and difficulties, creates, aflifts a 
fmall number againft a greater: by this all become 
in fome fort equal. 

The King’s fquadron * where I was, had the at- 

tacks 


* See upon this a€tion De Thou, book 58. D’Aubigné, vol. 3. 
book 3. chap. 3. Le Grain, book 5. Memoirs of the league. 
Father Matthicu, id. Chron, Noven. vol. 2. p. 327. andan account 
printed in 15co, and others, 

De Thou and Cayet obferve, that Menry IV.'s artillery had fired 
nine times before the Duke of Maienne’s began; they alfo blame the 
Duke for having difpoted his army in the form of a crefcent, like 
Henry’s, when, being fuperior in number, he euht to have given it 
the form of a triangie. According to Matthieu, Henry IV. was 
guilty of a great fauir, in not beginning the batile, by falling upon 
the light horfe commanded by Du-Terrail, and upen the Duke of 
Maicenne’s bodv, who, having advanced too far, was obliged to go 
half a league about in retreating. lr appears, thar the cavilry only 
fought there; and, if we believe Le Grain, 1200 horfe deteated an 
army of 20,000 men. But here is a little exaggeration, The King’s 
army was compofed of about 2000 cavalry, and 6 or Foo infantry ; 
and the league’s confifled of 5coo horfe and 3oco foot. . The Count 
of Egmont, who had boafted that his fquadron alene was fuficient to 
fubdue the royal army, was flain in the fight. He was the fon of 
L’Amiral d’ Egmont, who was beheaded at Bruffels with the Count of 

Horne, 
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tacks of the Count of Egmont to fuftain, who fell 
pon us with his own fquadron, and a fecond of 
1002 or 1200 German horfe. It is true, the Ger- 
mans, who pr ‘fefled the fame religion as our fol- 
diers did, fired almoft in the air: but the Count of 
Egmont, we muft do him juftice, behaved like a 
man who was determined to conquer. He charged 
us with fuch fury, that, notwithftanding the de- 
fertion of the Germans, after a terrible fire, and 
encounter which lafted a full quarter of an 
hour, and covered the earth with dead bodies, the 
left of our fquadron fled, and the right was broke 
and gave ground, At the firft onfet, my horie was 
wounded in the noftrils, and in the neck at a fe- 
cond, where the faddie did not reach, and a third 
brought him quite down, carrying away two of his 
feet, and a picce of ficih off the calf of my leg. I 
received another wound in my hand. A piftol- {hot 
gave me a third wound more confiderable ; the ball 
entered my hip, and came out near my belly. I 
fhould have infallibly perifhed, if my equerry had 
not run to my afliftance with another horfe, upon 
which I mounted, though with a good deal of dif- 
ficulty. This affection brought many wounds upon 
poor Maignan, and had like to have cof him his 
life. 

At a fecond charge, this horfe was likewife flain, 
and in the fame moment I received a piftol fhot in 
the thigh, and a cut with a fword in the head, I 
remained upon the fpot, and with my fenfes loft all 
the remaining part of the action, which, from the 
advantage the Count of Egmont had already gained, 
boded, I thought, no good to us: and moft cer- 
tainly the King had been vanquithed, if all the reft 
of the enemy’s army had behaved in the fame man- 


Horne. It is faid, that when he came to Paris, the perfon who com- 
plimented him, mixed in his difcourfe fome paies of L’ Amira: his 
father, “ Do not mention him,” he replied; ‘f he was a rebel, and 
* d ferved to die,” 
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ner, All that I know is, that, along time after, 
recovering my fenfes, I faw neither enemies, nor 
any of my domeftics near me, whom fear or dif- 
order had difperfed; another prefage which appear- 
ed to me no lefs unfavourable 

I retired without a head-piece, and almoft with- 
out armour, for my own had been battered to 
pieces. In this condition I faw a trooper of the 
enemy’s running towards me, with an intention up- 
on my life. By good fortune I found myfelf near 
a pear-tree, under which I crept, and with that 
little motion I was fill capable of, made fuch good 
ufe of the branches, which were extremely low, 
that į evaded all my adverfary’s attempts, and kept 
him at a diftance, who being weary with turning 
round the tree, at laft quitted me. Feuquieres had 
not the like good fortune; I faw him killed that 
moment before my eyes. Juft then La-Rocheforet 
(who has fince been with me) pafling by, I atked 
him for a little nag which he was leading, and paid 
him for it upon the fpot thirty crowns. 1 always 
believed, that on fuch occafions it is proper to car- 
ry a little money about one. 

Thus mounted, I was going to learn news of 
the battle, which I believed to be loft, when I faw 
feven of the enemy coming ftraight towards me, 
one of whom carried the white ftandard belonging 
to the Duke of Maienne’scompany. I thought it 
impoffible to efcape this new danger; and upon 
their crying Qui vive ? I told my name, as being 
ready to furrender myfelf prifoner. What was my 
furprife, when, inftead of attacking me, I found 
four of thefe perfons intreating me to receive them- 
felves for prifoners, and to fave their lives; and 
while they ranged themfelves about me, appearing 
charmed at having met with me ! I granted their 
requeft : and it feemed furprifing to me, that four 
men unhurt, and well armed, fhould furrender 


themfelves to a fingle man, difarmed, covered with 
: 1 his 
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his own blood, mounted upon a little paltry nag, 
and fearce able to fupport hiu:felf, that 1 was tempt- 
ed to take all I faw for an illufion, or the effe& of 
my wounds, I was foon undeceived. My prifon- 
ers, (fince they would be fo) made themfelves known 
for Mef. de Chataigneraie, de Sigogne *, de Chan- 
teloup, and d’Aufreville. They told me, that the 
Duke of Maienne had loft the battle ; that the King 
wa; that moment in purfuit of the vanquifhed, which 
had obliged them to furrender, for tear of falling 
into worle hands, their horfes not being in a condi- 
tion to carry them out of danger: atthe fame time 
Sigogne, in token of furrender, prefented me with 
the white itandard. The three others, who were 
the Duke of Nemours, the Chevalier d’Aumale, 
and Tremont, not feeming inclined to furrender, E 
endeavoured to perfuade them, by good reafons; 
that they ought to do fo; but in vain. After re- 
commending their four come As to me; feeing a 
body of the victors advance, they rode away, and 
fhewed me that their horfes were fill vigorous €- 
nough to bear them from their enemies. 

‘I advanced with my prifoners towards a battalion 
of Swifs, and meeting one of the King’s chief pa- 
ges, I gave him the charge of the ftandard, which 
was a burden too heavy for me. I then faw more 
plainly the marks of our victory. The field was 
full of the fugitive leaguers and Spaniards, and the 
victorious army + of the King purfuing, and fcatter- 


ing 


* Tohn de Vivonne, Lord of Chataigneraie. Charles de Beau- 
foncle, Lord of Sigagne, Cornet of the Duke of Maienne’s compa- 
cy. The hiftorians take notice of the prifoners M. de Rofny took 
in this encounter, and the wounds he received, to the number of fe- 
ven. It was for fome time believed, that Henry IV. was flair. What 
probably occfioned this fal’e report was, that the Marquis of Nehe, 
who had that day dreffed himfelf like the King, was fe furrourded 
by the enemy, and wounded in feveral places, of which he died, 
Matthieu, ib, 

+ The King cried, ‘¢ Spare the French, and fall upon the forcicn- 
‘ers, Perefixe, ibid, parte. Henry (fays the author of the Hen- 

Vor. L Bb riade) 
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ing the reft of the large bodies, that had difperfed, 
or gathered together. The Swiis foldiers of the 
two armies meeting, bullied each other with their 
pikes lowered, without ftriking a blow, or making 
any motion. 

. The white ftandard embroidered with black 
flowers-de-luce, was known by every one to be 
that of the Guiles, which they bore in memory, and 
through horror of the affaflination of Blois, and at- 
tracted all, as to a prey equally rich and honourable. 
The black velvet coats of my prifoners, which were 
covered with filver crofles, were refplendent from 
afar in the field. The firt who flew to feize them, 
were Mef. de Cambrai, de PArchant, du Rollet, 
de Crevecceur, de Palcheux, and de Braffeufe, who 
were joined by the Count de Torigny. I advanced 
towards them, and {uppoting they would not know 
my face, altogether distigured by blood and duft, I 
named myfelf. The Count de Torigny no fooner 
knew La-Chataigneraie, who was his relation, than 
Judging that, in “the condition he faw me, I could 
not “preferve my prijoners from infult, he iotreated 
me to give Chitaigneraie to his care, for whom he 
would be aniwerable to me. I readily granted his 
requeft, yet it was with regret that I faw him go 
away. What Torigny did through a principle of 
friendthip, had in etfét a fatal confequence for the 
unhappy Chataigneraie. He was known fome mo- 
ments after, by three men belonging to d’O’s com- 


riade) owed this vidi ry to the fuperiority of his fxill and valour. Bue 
he confefied, that Mavenne hat performed ail the duties of a great 
general; he had no fault, be Lid, bu: in the caute he fupported, 
“The Duke of Matenze weuld have been token, but for his precan- 
tos in breaking the bridge cf ode as be fed. But by thet means he 

wutchered the German horfe and root, 12co cf which were killed up- 
en the tpot; a hike number cf French intantry, aed Ioco horte. 
Some hare made the lois itachi greater. Of the royalifts, §co private 
m n acd shout 20 genclemen were Killed. Tims bactle was fought 
betweer Dreux and Nonanceer:, a: the villeges of Sz, Anec zed 
Fouerginvill2, 
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pany, who had been guards to Henry III. Thefe 
men levelling their pieces at him, {hot him dead, 
crying, “ ’Sdeath! thou traitor to thy King, whom 
“ thou haft murdered, and triumphed in the deed.” 

I might have made the Count of Torigny pay 
this prifoner’s ranfom, and J was counfelled by few 
veral perfons to do fo; but I could not refolve to 
add this new caule of affliction to what he already 
felt for the death of a man with whom I had my- 
felf been particularly acquainted. 

I was not long ere I was furrounded by many 
perfons, amongit whom there was not one that did 
not envy my good fortune. D’Andelot came after 
the reft, and prefling through the croud, perceived 
Sigogne, and the page who carried the ftandard. 
He was preparing to feize it, believing his good de- 
ftiny had kept this prey for him, when a report that 
the enemy had rallied, obliged him to depart a- 
bruptly, I had not time to draw him out of his 
error; for after he had bid the page keep that 
ftandard for him, he fuddenly difappeared. The 
intelligence was found to be falfe, and had no other 
foundation than the arrival of 2co foldiers from 
Picardy, which Meff. de Moy and de la Boiffiere 
had brought to the Duke of ‘Maienne. 

Being now difengaged from the croud, and ha- 
ving need of help, efpecially for the wound.in my 
hip, by which I loft a great deal of blood, I advan- 
ced with my prize to the head of Vignole’s regi- 
ment, which had behaved bravely in the battle. 
Here, fearing no further furprife, ! ordered a fur- 
geon to bind up my wound, and defired fome wine 
to prevent fainting, which I found coming upon 
me. My ftrength being a little recovered, I got to 
Anet, the keeper of which gave me an apartment, 
where I caufed the firft dreffing to be put on my 
wounds, in prefence of the Marechal Biron, who 
fpent a few moments there after my arrival, and 
took a collation in my chamber, He was condudt- 

Bb 2 ing 
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ing the corps de referve, which he commanded, to 
the King. who, without ftopping after his victory, 
had paffed the river of Eure, in purfuit of the ene- 
my; and, as it was reported to me, had taken at 
laft the road to Rofny, where he lay the fame 
night * 

After the Marechal Biron was gone, D’Andelot 


arrived at Anet, full of refentment againft me for 


wreiting from him his prize, for fo he thought it. 
He entered my chamber, attended by five or fix 
armed men, and, with an air equally fierce and in- 
fulting, demanded an explanation, or rather fought 
to do himfelf juitice: for perceiving the white ftar- 
dard, which, with that belonging to my company, 
had been placed at the head of my bed, he would 
have taken poffefiion of it by force, without attend- 


* That night he fupped at the caftle of Rofay. Being informed 
‘that the Marchal D’Aumont was come to give him an account of 
what he had done, he rofe up to meet him, and embracing him af- 
< fe€tonately, made him fit down at his table with thefe obliging words, 
that it was bu ‘uft, that he who nad ferved him fo well at his nup- 
tials, ‘bould thare in the fea. Perefixe, ibid. part 2. 

Perefixe, in the fame place, relates another circumftance, which 
does honcur to the King. He remembered, that, the evening before 
the battle, he had ufed fome harfh expieffions to Col. Theodcrie 
Schomberg, who had afked him for monev, and told tim ina paffion, 
that it was not acting like a man of honour, ta dsmard money when 
he came to tak. or ers for fighting. He afterwards wint to him, 
when he was ranging his troops in order, a d faid, © Colonel, we are 
«© now upon the point; perhaps I thal) never go trom this place ; it 
is not juf that I fhould deprive a brave gentleman as you are of 
yeur honour; I c me therefore to declare, that T knew yon to be 
an honeft man, and incapable of committing a bafe action.” Say- 
ing this, he embraced him with great affection, The Colonel, fen- 
fibly moved with this behaviour, replied, with tears in his eyes, “ Ah! 
& Sire, in refloring t me my honour of which you had dep ived me, 
“© you deprive me ot my Lif, for, after this, I foula be unworthy 
«c of your f-vour, if I did not facrifice it to-day for your fervice. If 
« Thad a thoufand lives, I would Jay them all at your feet.” In 
fa&, he was killed upon this occafi n. Ibid. 

The Marechal Biron, who, at the head of the corps de referve, 
had greatly contributed towards this victory, faid 10 Herry IV, “ Sire, 
“© you have performed what Biren fheu!d, and Biron has cone thet 
‘¢ which the King ought to have done,” 


ce 
ce 
ce 
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ing to what I faid to him. I changed my tone im- 
mediately, and words run high on the one part and 
on the other. In the condition wherein I was, I 
could do no more, Bur as he fpoke with tranfport, 
and made ufe of threats, the noife drew fifteen or 
twenty of my armed troopers into the chamber, at 
the fight of whom D’Andelot reftraining his rage, 
went out, commanding digogne to follow him, 
which he refufed, endeavouring, but in vain, to 
make him comprehend the injuftice of his preten- 
fions. 

The next morning I caufed myfelf to be carried 
by water to Paffy, with an intention to go from 
that to Rofny, to get myfelf cured. On my arri- 
val at Paffy, I learned that part of the foldiers in 
my train, and my valets, with all my baggage, had 
retired thither, not knowing what was become of 
me, and intimidated by a falfe report which was 
{pread, that the King had loft the battle. Being ap- 
prehenfive of the reproaches I might make them, 
they kept themfelves concealed. 1 caufed them to 
be fought for, but they were fo much afhamed of 
having difcovered their cowardice, that the night 
following they fled away on foot; nor have I fince 
been ever able to learn what became of them. They 
Jeft all my baggage behind them, with four of their 
own horfes, which I ordered to be fold by auction, 
and I diftributed the money among their wounded 
companions, 

As I was not in a condition to endure a horfe, I 
ordered a kind of litter, compofed of the branches 
of trees, with the bark ftill on, and the hoops of 
fome veffels, to be made for me in hafte, and tra- 
velled by Beurons, to avoid the afcents and declivi- 
ties of Rougevoie and Chatllon. 

Maignon, who was a youth full of gaicty and 
imagination, thought proper to give this march the 
air of a little triumph. Two of the grooms of my 
ftable were at the head of this train, each leading 

one 


. 


198 MEMOIRS Book Ill. 


one of my fineft horfes; they were followed by my 
pages, one of whom rode on my horfe, the fame 
who having received three wounds in the battle, and 
being thrown to the ground by a fourth, got up 
again without a faddle, and running about oe fie!d 
of battle, was fortunately known by three of my 
arquebuiiers. ‘This page carried my cuirafs, and 
the Duke of Maienne’s ftandard, the other bore my 
bracelets, and my helmet, all fo bruifed and bat- 
tered, that they were no longer of any ufe. My 
equerry, the contriver of this pleafant fancy march- 
ed next, his head bound up, and his arm ina {carf ; 
he was followed by Moreines, my valet de chambre, 
drefied in my coat of orange-colour’d velvet, with 
thin plates of filver, and mounted upon my Englith 

g, holding in his hand, as a trophy a bundle of 
the fhivers of my piftols, the broken pieces of my 
fwords, and the fragments of my plume of feathers. 
The litter in which I lay came next, covered only 
with a cloth, upon which they had hung the black 
velvet coats of my prifoners, with their plumes, 
and pieces of their piftols and fwords at the four 
corners, Thefe prifoners themfelves followed my 
litter, and preceded the reft of my domeftics ; af- 
ter whom, ranged in order, came my own com- 
pany of houfehold troops, and the march was clo- 
fed with James’s and Baddit’s two companies of ar- 
quebufiers. ‘They were fo maflacred, that you 
could fee nothing among them, but heads bound 
up, and arms in icarfs; and fome of thefe brave 
foldiers were even obliged to make themfelves be - 
carried. 

When we came near Beurons, we perceived all 
the plain covered with horfes and dogs; and the 
King himfelf, who, after a flight repatt, had re- 
turned from Rofny to Mante, hunting in my war- 
ren. ‘This thew feemed to rejoice him; he thought 
it very happily difpofed, and tiniled at the vanity of 
Maignan, who had the honour of being known to 
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this prince, ever fince his father, who was a very 
brave man, had diftinguithed himfelf at the taking 
of kaufe. The King approached my litter, and, in 
the fight of his whole train, difdained not to de- 
fcend to all the teftimonies of fenfibility that a 
friend (if I may be permitted to make ufe of this 
term) could render to his friend I could not ex- 
prefs my acknowledgement by throwing myfelf at 
his feet, but I aflured him, and with tiuth, that I 
would fuffer with pleafure a thoufand times more 
for his fervice. He had made himfelf acquainted 
with all the hazards I had run in the battle He 
inquired, with an obliging anxiety, whether all my 
wounds were of fuch a nature, that I might hope 
to be cured without mutilating any part of my bo- 
dy, which he thought almoft impoflible, knowing 
that I had been thrown down fenfelefs, and tram- 
pled under the horfes feet. When he was convin- 
ced that I had nothing to fear, he caft himfelf on 
my neck, and turning to the princes and the gran- 
dees who followed him, he faid aloud, that he ho- 
noured me with the title of a true and honeft che- 
valier, a title which, he faid, he regarded as fupe- 
rior to that of a chevalier companion of his orders. 
He was afraid of expofing me to fpeak too much, 
and finifhed this agreeable converfation with his or- 
dinary proteftations, that I fhould fhare in all the 
good things that Heaven might fend him; and, 
without giving me any time to anfwer, left me with. 
faying, “ Adieu, my friend; take care of yourfelf; 
“ and be aflured you have a good mafter.”” There 
are princes who are capable of gratitude; but how 
rarely is this fentiment augmented, or even prefer- 
ved, in good fortune! 
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HE fame day that the King gained the battle 
of Ivry, his party alfo obtained a victory at 
Auvergne, where Randan commanded the troops 
of the league. But fortune, it would feem, when 
fhe gave this Prince fuccefles fuflicient to put him 
in poffeffion of many crowns, took pleafure, at the 
fame time, in producing circumftances which hin- 
dered the ‘effect, and left him of his victories only 
the glory of having vanquifhed. After the battle 
of Ivry, terror and confternation feized the whole 
party of the league, fo that it feemed hardly pof- 
fible for the King, who was at this time attentive 
to avail himfelf of all his advantages, to have failed 
of drawing very great ones. Nor did he expect to 
fee them ravifhed from him by a general mutiny 
of his army, particularly of the Swifs, who refu- 
fed to advance a ftep further, till they were paid 
the fums which the King owed them. 

‘This Prince had then ncither money nor means 
in readinefs to recover any. He came to Mante, 
to demand fome of the fuperintendant of the fi- 

nances. ‘Chis man, who fecretly bore a mortal 
hatred to the King, and beheld his fuccefs with 
grief, took pleafure i in augmenting his imbarraff- 
ment, and had but one anfwer to make to all his 
inftances. In this time of confufion, when the 
royal treafure became a prey to the firft invader, 
the finances were very difficult to manage, and the 
King’s revenues fearcely fufficient to fatisfy the avi- 
dity of the receivers, which ordinarily increafed 
with public mifery. Henry wanted that abfolute 
authority, which alone was able to check them, 
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and ftill more the means of convicting them of any 
mifdemeanour ; for he had not the flighteft know- 
ledge of the affairs of the finances. Notwithftand- 
ing this, he entered, contrary to his inclination, 
into a detail which became neceffary for him and 
oblidged d’O to remit certain fur s, which it was 
not difficult to fee had paffed through his hands. 
‘Thefe fums he made ufe of to pacify his foldiers ; 
but this affair took up at leaft five days, during 
which the King could not leave Mante, or, by con- 
fequence, derive any advantage from his victory. 
I remember to have heard this Prince declare, that 
at this moment, for the firft time in his life, he 
faw himfelf in a fituation to convert his defires into 
defigns : ‘*. for I have often had defires,” faid he, 
“ but never found the feafon to form defigns.” 
He took this laft term in the fignification that all 
wife men give it, for a project, the fuccefs of 
which is warranted by reflection and prudence. In 
this fenfe indeed a man may incline to take what 
feems right in his own opinion, without prejudice 
to any other perfon ; but fools only rafhly engage 
in defigns, without any appearance of iucceeding 
in them. 

During the King’s ftay at Mante, D’Andelot 
went to him to complain of me; and this prince 
gave himfelf the trouble to come to Rofny, that 
he might hear us both. D’Andelot was there ge- 
nerally blamed, and the raillery his ridiculous pre- 
tenfion drew upon him fromthe principal officers, 
made fuch an impreffion on his mind, that he went 
over to the parcy of the league. I did not think 
the fame juftice was done me with regard to the 
government of Mante, the taking of which was al- 
moft the only fruit of the battle of Ivry. The 
King, of whom I requ: fted this poft, gratified the 
Catholics *, at which I could not help making loud 


* This goverrment was given to M. de Rofny’s youngeft bretler. 
Wow, I. Cx complaints. 
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complaints. I confefs, to my confufion, that if L 
had ferioufly reflected upon the fituation the King 
was then in, every moment upon the point of be- 
ing abandoned by the foreigners for want of pay- 
menc, and thofe catholics that were in his fervice, 
ready to feize the flighteft occafion of difcontent for 
a pretence to quit him, I fhould not have murmur- 
ed that he granted to a Catholic, who had but little 
affeétion to his perfon, what he refufed to a faith- 
ful fervant. ‘There was more greatnefs of mind in 
being fatisfied with the friendihip of this prince, 
without its effects, than in receiving favours, which 
he was obliged to adjuft to policy, and to the ne- 
ceflity of the times. 

All obftacles being removed, the King advanced 
with his troops, took Dreux, and marched to- 
wards Sens, which he expected to have furrendered 
through the correfpondence he held withinthe city ; 
but this failed, and Henry, unwilling to have come 
fo far in vain, and being betides informed that the 
place was unprovided with ammunition, he under- 
took the fiege of .it. It was not long before he 
found himielf, through the malice of his fecret e- 
nemies, in a general want of all things neceffary to 
finifh this enterprife, und was therefore obliged to 
abandon it ‘To efface the ihame, he gave out, 
that he raifed this fiege, only in order to go and 
inveft Paris itfelf, and he took his rout thither by 
Corbeil, Meulan, Lagny, and St. Denis, which 
he made himfelf mafter of in his way. 

I was notat any of thefe fieges; and my wounds 
were not yet even half cured, when I learned that 
the King was before Paris. I could not refift the 
defire I had to be prefent at this expedition; I fet 
out, with my arm in a fcarf, and fupported by two 
crutches The King, forgetting all my complaints, 
received me with his ufual goodneis, and com- 
mauded me to {tay near his perfon. He commu- 
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nicated to me the defign he had formed upon Pa- 
ris, all the fuburbs of which he was refolved to 
make himfelf mafter of at the fame time, in order 
to deprive the city of the fubfiftence it drew from 
them, fuch as fruit, vegetables, &c. He divided 
his army into ten little bodies, to equal the number 
of the fuburbs he defigned to itorm ; and having 
made choice of the night for the execution of his 
fcheme, he withdrew to the mountain of Mont- 
marte, to be able to fend fupplies wherever there 
was occafion for them. He placed himfelf in an 
abbey, where he was not only followed by the 
wounded, who could not partake in the glory of 
this night, but by all the aged, and the gentlemen 
of the robe and the pen. He gave mea place ar 
the window from which he beheld the action; dur- 
ing which he converfed with Du-Pleffis, Rufe, de 
Frefne, Alibour, and me. 

The attack began at midnight, with a terrible 
noife of artillery, which was anfwered by the city. 
There was not one perfon, who did not think that 
this immenfe city would be deftroyed, either by 
the fire, or by the infinity of mines kindled in its 
intrails. Never was there a fpectacle more capable 
of infpiring horror Thick clouds of finoke, 
through which darted by intervals {parks of fire, or 
long trains of flames, covered all that place of the 
world, which by the viciffitudes of light and dark- 
nefs, appeared plunged in black darknefs, or buried 
in an ocean of fire. Phe thunder of the artillery, 
the noife of arms, and the cries of the combatants, 
added to this objcét all that can be imagined fright- 
ful, which was moreover redoubled by the natural 
horror of night. ‘This fcene continued two whole 
hours, and ended with the reduction of all the fub- 
urbs, not excepting that of St Antoine; altho’, 
by its great extent, we had been »bliged to begin 
the attack at a confiderable diftance. ‘They blocked 
up the city gates, fo that nothing could now enter 

Ce 2 without 
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without the permiffion of thofe who guarded them ; 
and the people in:mediately faw themfelves reduced 
to an excefs of mifery and famine, which I cannot 
yet think of without horror, 

I muft be permitted to pafs rapidly over this 
place; | find no pleafure in enlarging upon fo dread- 
ful a fubje&. ‘The King, naturally compaffionate, 
was touched. He could not bear the thought of 
feeing this city, the empire of which was deftined 
for him by Proyidence, become one vaft burial- 
place. He underhand permitted every thing that 
could contribute to its relief, and {hut his eyes to 
the fupplies of provifions which the officers and fol- 
diers futfered to enter the city, either out of com- 
paffion to their relations and friends who were in 
it, or with a delign to make the citizens purchafe 
them at a high price. Doubtlefs he imagined this 
conduct would gain him, in the end, the hearts of 
the Parifians: but he was deceived ; they enjoyed 
his benefits, without ceafing to look upon him as 
the author of the public mifery ; and, elated with 
the Prince of Parma’s arrival, they infulted him, 
who only raifed the fiege becaufe he difcovered 
himfelf too fenfible to the misfortunes of the be- 
fieged *. 

To 


* Perefixe, Cayet, and many others, are alfo of opinion, that the 
King was with-hel’ from *aking Paris by form, and from yielding 
to the repeated intreaties of his foldiers, particularly the Huguenots, 
by his having perceived, that on this occafion they were refoived to 
revenge the maffacre of St. Bartholomew, by pu:ting all within Paris 
to the fword. The Duke of Nemours, fays Perefixe, fent all ufelefs 
miouths out of Paris: the King’s council oppofed his granting them 
paffage ; but the King, being informed of the dreadful fearcity to 
which thefe miferable wretches were reduced, ordered that they fhould 
be allowed to pafs. “ Tam not iurpiifed, (faid he,) that the Spani- 
“ ards, and the chiefs of the league, have no compaffion upon thefe 
“© poor people; they are only tyrants: as forme, I am their father 
< and their king, and cannot hear the recital of their calamities, 
t without being pierced to my irmoft foul, and ardently defiring to 
“ bring them reljef,” : Perefixe, part 2. The Cardinal de Gondy, 

l ` ` Biop 
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To juftify an action, in itfelf as much blamed 
by the mafters inthe art of war, as praifed for its 
principle thoroughly humane, the King fpread a 
report, that he had raifed the fiege of Paris, only 
to meet the Prince of Parma, and, by a decifive 
action, to-terminate a war already too long. He 
made ufe of all the precautions neceflary to fecure 
a fafe retreat from a city fo populous as Paris, and 
commanded every one to hold themfelves in readi- 
nefs for a general fignal; to the end that all the 
fuburbs being evacuated in a moment, no perfon 
might remain at the mercy of the populace, ‘This 
retreat required great wifdom and conduct, and 
was happily effected on the ıft or 2d of September 
in the fame year: after which the whole army ar- 
rived at the common rendezvous, without meeting 
with any inconvenience, 


Bifhop of Paris, having been fent, during this fiege, to make Henry 
propofitions for peace. ** I will notdiffemble, (faid he,) but difcover 
<“ my fentiments to you freely. I am willing to grant you peace, I 
& defire it myfelf; I would give one finger to have a battle, and 
*¢ two to have a general peace. I Jove my city of Paris, I am jea- 
é lons of her, I am defirous of doing her. fervice, and would grant 
‘¢ her more favours than fhe demands of me; but I would grant 
& them voluntarily, and not be compelled to it by the King of 
& Spain or the Duke of Marenne.” It may be added, that Henry IV. 
expected the Parifians would capitulate before the Prince of Parma’s 
arrival, The extremity to which this city was reduced, raifed at 
once compaffion and horror. In the fpace of a month, 30,000 per- 
fons died of hunger; mothers fed upon the fch of their children ; 
by the Spanith ambaflador’s advice, they dug up the dead bodies, and 
made ufe of their bones pounded, to compofe a kind of pate. This 
deteftable food coftthe greateft part of thofe that eat of it their 
lives. See a relation of this in the hiftorians, particularly in Vilje- 
roy’s Memoirs of ftate, p. 358. &c. Read alfo the fine verfes of 
the Henriade upon this fubject, canto 10. The Parifians owed their 
fafety chiefly tothe Duke of Nemours, whofe gallant defence has 
been highly praifed by our writers, The people feconded him with 
an obftinate eagernefs, which had more of fury than true courage in 
it. A regiment of priefis and monks were feen there, Capuchins, 
Feuillans, Carthufians, é&c. grotefquely armed above their frocks 
This awkward regiment being eager to falute the legate, killed his 
fecretary at his fide. The monks of St Genevieve, the Celefiins, 
and fome others, would have no pait in the military mafquerade ; 
Cayet’s Chron, Noven, ib. 360 ` i 

i The 
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The King * knowing that the Prince of Parma 
was in the neighhourhood of Meaux, pofted him- 
{elf between this city and Paris, and made his light 
horfe advance as fara» Claye ; where the two camps 
being fo contiguous one to the other, that an inf- 
nity of {mart encounters enfued. ‘The King, upon 
the Marechal Biron’s reprefentations, preferred to 
this poft that of Chelles, and went thither contrary 
to his own opinion; becaufe he looked upon this 
poft to be more advantageous, and at the fame time 
fitter to fhut upthe road to Paris trom the enemy’s 
general ; for he had {till fome views upon the city, 
and carried on a correfpondence within it, which. 
if the Prince of Parma had entered, would have 
failed him, as it did without this. ‘The King there- 
fore occupied a rifing ground, which on one fide 
prefented nothing to view but a deep valley and a 
morafs, that took away all poilibility of acting in 
that place. The Prince of Parma no fooner per- 
ceived this, than he incamped on a hill eppofite to 
this. It was neither his defign nor his intereft to 
hazard a battle, but to be a check upon us; his 
camp anfwered this purpofe moft exactly, as he 
was there fheltered from all infult, and out of the 
reach of the cannon, The King became fenfible of 
the error, which too much complaifance had drawn 
him into; when, after remaining two or three days 
in this pofition, he faw Lagny taken before his eyes, 
without being able to hinder ir t. 

This 


* De Thou fays, that Henry IV. was obliged to pretend, that he 
only raifed the fiege of Paris in order tə go and meet the Prince of 
Parma, and to give him battle; for fearthat his fuldiers, whom no- 
thing but the hepes of the pillage of Paris Lad prevailed upon to fay 
with him, fhould have abandoned him. 

+ The Duke of Sul'y 1s mere candid than the greateft part of the 
hiftorians, who will n t nonfels that Henry iV. committed any fault 
upon this occafon, They cannot agree among toemfelves,eituer a- 
beut the raifing cf the fiege of Paris, or all thefe difiient incamp- 
meats, Villeroy, in hi Memoirs, meations this circummarce in the 
fame manner as Suliy dues: and attributes to that one fault, of pre- 
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- This event, joined to his raifing the fiege of Pa- 
ris, gave him fenfible uneafinefs, becaufe he per- 
ceived that it might be concluded from thence, that 
the enemy was fuperior to him in capacity, which 
the prince confidered as a matter of extreme impor- 
tance in war. What troubled him ftill more, 
was, that nome were more ready to believe, or 
even to fpread, thefe difadvantageous reports, than 
the Catholics of his own army. He could but little 
rely upon the arms of thofe whofe hearts he did not 
poifefs. The King, moreover, knew that the dif- 
obedience of his foldiers, and the want of moneyy 
which he fuffered, were effectuated by the fame per- 
fons; and he concluded, that this difpofition with 
regard to him was an incurable malady, which his 
guod or his bad fortune equally rankled. Such, in 
effect, is the antipathy of which religion is the 
principle; and, in the fequel, the King often and 
feverely experienced it. 

He took a prudent part, and the only one that 
was left him. He no longer perfifted in his defign 
of taking Paris, which fo many circumftances con- 
curred to fruftrate. He quitted his camp at Chelles, 
where he run great hazards with an army fo little 
conneéted in intereft with its chief, and even fud- 
denly abandoning all thofe quarters, retreated to the 
river of Oife, and fettled at Creil; where, without 
ceafing to harrafs the Prince of Parma, he fuffered 
him flowly to confume of himfelf During all this 
‘time, he made no other motions than what ferved 
to keep his army from being enervated by idlenefs. 


ferring the poft of Chelles to Claye, all the honour the prince of Par- 
ma gained, by obliging the King to raie the ficge of Paris, without 
coming to a battle; the taking of Lagny, &c. vol. 1 p. 1g0. vol. 2. 
p. 466. See likewife upon all thefe «xpeditions Matthieu, ibid. p: 
53. &c. and the other hiftorians, The Prince of Parma was defirous 
ot feeing Paris, and entered it incog vito, ‘* I am informed,” faii he, 
to the Duke of Maienne, ** that the King of Navarre makés more 
“ ufe of boots than thoes, and that vne can tuin him fooner by de- 
« Jay than by force,” Cayet’s Caron, Noven, ibid. p. 390. 
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He engaged it in the fiege of Clermont, and employ- 
ed it in frequent detachments. My company he 
pofted in the neighbourhood of Mante, to keep 
the country of Chartraine, and part of the ifle of 
France, in order. I obtained leave to continue 
near his perfon, though I was not in a condition 
to do him any great fervices; the wound in my 
hip not permitting me to fit my horfe, but with 
great uneafinefs and aukwardnefs ; and that in my 
elbow took away the ufe of one of my hands. 

It happened as the King had forefeen. ‘The 
Prince of Parma forthwith boafted of his advantage 
in being mafter of the field; and to make ufe of it, 
he laid fiege to Corbeil. ‘The King had provided 
this place, as well as all the other royalift towns, 
with whatever was neceflary to fupport a long fiege. 
The enemy’s general did not expect this, and was 
greatly aftonithed at the firm refiftance of Rigaut, 
governor of Corbeil, whom he a long time defpaired 
of fubduing. He thought his honour was engaged, 
and in the end he fucceeded. It was with this only 
exploit, however, that the campaign was conclud- 
ed. He had bought it too dear to attempt a fecond 
at the fame price; and not being able to affect any 
thing upon the King’s army, more than upon his 
towns, he thought it wifeft to return to the Low 
Countries; to the extreme regret of the league, 
whom his prefence had greatly relieved. 

He judged, like an able general, that the King, 
who had (fo to fpeak) clofed his eyes upon all his 
advances, would open them upon his retreat; and 
that this would not be effected with the fame eafe 
as the reft. He was not miftaken; but he conduét- 
ed with fo much prudence, that one may fay he pre- 
vented the laft misfortune which probably had hap- 
pened to any other. le could not however do to 
well, but that the King, by an infinite number of 
attacks and fkirmifhes, fometimies beat up his quar- 
ters effectually, and brought him within a finger- 
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‘breadth of his ruin. The moft confiderable of thefe 
little battles, was at the paflage over the river of 
Aine. It was upon this occafion, that the Baron 
de Biron engaged himfelf fo far amidft the enemy’s 
battalions, that if the King had not run thither in 
perfon, with as many of us as were about him, and 
made a powerful effort to bring him off, he would 
have certainly loft his life there, or at leaft his 
liberty. 

I was well enough to kecp my rank with the reft 
during this whole march, which was an excellent 
{chool for a foldierto learn his trade in It no lefs 
juftified the conduét the h ing had till then obferved, 
than it did him honour by the manner in which he 
executed it. Laying afide only the terms of fhame 
and ignominy, which the courtiers, eager to pleafe 
this prince, joined (in my opinion unjuftly enough) 
to the Prince of Parma’s retreat, it is.true, that the 
manver in which the King knew to render an army 
ufelefs, that had promited itfelf the conqueft of 
all France, his hardinefs in attacking a powerful 
enemy, who retreated not through weaknefs, and 
his addrefs in feizing all advantages, were a fubject 
of admiration to perfons confummate in the art, 
and equally ftruct the eyes of the ignorant *, ‘Ihe 
King’s conduét alfo upon this occafion gave his par- 
tizans new courage, ‘Many towns furrendered, and 
fome Catholics came over to his party; among o- 
thers, the Duke of Nevers, who brought his troops 
along with him, either becaufe he began to be g- 
fraid of him, or becaufe he was difgufted with the 
Jeague. 


* Henry IV, (fays Matthieu, vol. 2. p, e9.) when he was in pur- 
fuit cf he Prince of Parma, ftole away from Attichy, and went, for 
the fft time, to fee the beautiful Gabriella at Cæuvres, He con- 
tented himfelf with eating fome bread and butter at the gate, that 
he might not raife any fuipicion in her father, Afterwards mounting 
his horfe, he faid, he wes going t. wards the enemy, and that the 
fait one fhould foon hear what he had done for the love of her. 
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Tt was not fuch allies as thefe that I wihed the 
King. I found he dearly bought by his deferences 
the affiftance of aman, ‘vho might indeed have been 
of fome ufe to him; but who, to fpeak my own 
opinion, only increafed the number of his fecret 
enemies in the council + It is thus I denominate 
all thofe interefted Catholics, who carried every 
thing there with a high hand, and thought they had 
aright to prefcribe laws to Henry. 

During this prince’s ftay in the neighbourhood of 
Mante, I took Gifors,; by means of a correipond- 
ence which a gentleman in my company, named 
Fourges, carried on with his father, who was in 
the place. I did not imagine the government of 
this city would have now been refufed me; but it 
happened in this inftance as it had done in all o- 
thers. Mefi. de Neveis, d'O, and other Catholics, 
put in practice all thofe low artifices, which pro- 
cured them all the favours that ought only to have 
been the recompenfe of fervices, and prevailed up- 
on the King to give this poft to one of their reli- 
gion. 

I was too fincere to hide my thoughts of fuch 
injuttice ; I chofe to explain myielt to the King, at 
the very time when all thef2 gentlemen might hear 
what! faid, and concealed nothing that lay upon 
my heart. ‘| he King, a much abler politician than 
I, did not feem to be touched with my invettives 
againft the Catholic party, although he fecretly a- 
greed that I did not injure it. He only anfw ered 
me coldly, “ I perceive you are heated at prefent ; 
« we {hall {peak another time.” ‘* We muft allow 


+ By all the letters that paffed between the Duke cf Nevers and 
Henry IIT. which are at the end ot vol. Y. of thy Memoirs that bear 
his neme, it appears tha: the Duke of Nevers ferved this prirce ef- 
fetually agen! the league, but withcut any kindrefs to the King of 
Navare, When he jo nedihi pr nce, their reciprocal etrers fhew, 
thut the ferviecs he did Henry IV. were confiderabl indeed, but that 
he exacted a very high price for them, and tha it was Ricki dificulcy 
Henry kore with his caprice, his jealoufy, and his bad temper. 
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“ him to talk,” added he, after I retired : ‘he is 
“ of an hafty humour, and has even fome kind of 
reafon : however, he will never be guilty ot any 
ihe bafe or wick ed; for heis a good man, and 
“« loves honour ” In the firit moment of my dif- 
content I left my company to the care of my lieu- 
tenant, and went to take a tour in the valley of 
Aillant, and to Combrailles, upon my wife’s eftate, 
taking only along with me fix gentlemen, and my 
domeitics | I did not expect to be employed in any 
military functions in this journey While I was 
at Bontin, the Countof ‘Tonnerre engaged me, to 
fecond an enterprife that he made upon Joigny. His 
delign was to f vce with a petard a poftern gate, 
which for a tong time before had not been opened, 
and through that to enter the town. Tonnerre for 
thi exploit, had only 2cco arquebuiiers, which he 
had got together in hafte. They followed him a- 
bout “three hundred paces into the city; but here 
their leader being thrown down, by a fhot from an 
arquebufe, fear began to feize them, and they ha- 
itily retreated towards the poftern, carrying the 
wounded Count along with them ‘Their danger, 
oronly their fear, redoubling, they had the bafe- 
nefs to leave him upon the pavement, about thirty 
paces‘frem the poftern; where he wonld have been 
cut to pieces by the citizens, if I had not flown to 
his aflittance, with only twenty men: for notwith- 
ftanding all mvendeavours. I could not.prevail upon 
thofe cowardly foldiers to face about However, 
J difengaged Tonnerre, who took the road to Gien, 
of which he was governor ; after which I muftered 
up his brave treop, and refumed wy way to Bont n. 
The remembrance of the King’s former goodnefs 
to me, and an invincible inclination, drew me to- 
wards him. I found him occupied in the fiege of 
€ Chartres *; the taking of which was principally 
owing 
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* Thema f:ate of this city made Lim a very long harang.. 
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owing to the valour and addrefs of Chatillon}. 1 
was prevented from being prefent at this fiege, by 
an adventure which I muft reckon among the moft 
perilous I was ever engaged in, in my whole life ; 
nor have the intentions of the authors of it, or e- 
ven their names, ever come to my knowledge. 
Returning from an affault which Chatillon made 
upon the body of the place, by means of a bridge 
of a new and a very ingenious ftructure, the King, 
who obferved that my former ardour for his fervice 
was not diminifhed, called me, and commanded me, 
to bring my company before Chartres. I was obli- 
ged to go myfelf, and fetch it, at the fame time to 
take the funds neceflary for its maintenance. A- 
bout three leagues from Mante, near the town of 
‘Fouvery, | faw a brigade of twenty horfe in the 
field, which 1 ordered Tilly to reconnitre, Upon 
his information that they bore white feari I ad- 
vanced without fear or precaution : as for them, 
continuing their route, as if they had not even re- 
marked us, they entered into the wood: from 
which, according to the courfe of the road I had 
taken, I could not expect to fee them come out. 
Trode on with Tilly, La-Poterie, and La-Kue, be- 
fore the reit of my troop, which confitted only of 
fix other gentlemen, and four fervants, who fol- 
lowed at fome diftance feparately. Thefe troopers 
or robbers. I know not what name to give them, 
know the foreft perfectly, and had taken their mea- 


and telling him, that he ack wledged the city was fubjeét to the 
Kirg by civice ard hum.n right; the King, cui of patience at his 
prclixity, snterrupted h m, pufhing forward his horfe to enter, a d 
faia, “€ Ay, and gad alfo by the cannon law.” F. Chalon’s hiftory 
of France, vol. 3. p. 277. This fisge was long and bloody. See 
Matthicu, vol. 2: p.63. ; Cayet, vol.2. p. 415. 3 and other hito- 
rians, 

t Francis de Coligny, fon to the Admiral, and Admiral of Guy- 
enne, He died this year, 15914, in his caflle of Leuve. thirty y ars 
old, leaving three fons. The Calvinift party had a great lofs in him; 
for it is believed, that if he had lived, he w uld even have excelled 
his father. De Thou; book 102. Three fons of D’Andelot, the 
Acmiral's brother, disd at one time, in the year 1586, Book 8s. 
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fures fo well, that they met us at the paflage out of 
the foreft, juft where our road croffed theirs. The 
two firft took off their hars, when to the Qu? vive? 
we aniwered, Vive le Roi ; but at the fame time, 
taking advantage of our confidence, they fired al- 
moft clofe to our breafts I faw three of the fore- 
moft take aim particularly at me. Naturally not 
one of us ought to have efcaped; but doubtlefs 
precipitation, fear, or a bad confcience, caufed the 
hands of hefe villains to tremble, fo that of three 
{hots aimed at me, one only reached me, which 
entering my lip, came out at the nape of my neck : 
it appeared to me, that La-Poterie and Tilly recei- 
ved the two others in their cloaths, La-Rue was 
the only perfon who was brought down 

‘The ret of my troop running up at the noife, 
furrounded me, crying, Vive Rony We all to- 
gether charged our aggreffors, who retired, firing, 
to a village covered with hedges, where weloft then. 
They continued only to fire upon us from within 
the houfes, which covered my face with {mall thot. 
By this circumftance I concluded, that our adver- 
faries were in a country that they knew, and that all 
this village was full of foldiers, who only fought, 
perhaps, to draw us nearer. After feveral times 
calling to thofe traitors, to turn and accept a de- 
fiance, feeing them averfe, I thought it was the 
wifeft way to leave them, and take fome care of 
my wounds; efpeciaily that in my neck, which 
was the moft confiderable, and by which I loft a 

ood deal of blood. I got to Touvery, where, in 


the houle of M.d’ Auteuil *, I put the tirft drefling 
upon 


* Itis tothis year, and while Henry IV. ftaid at St. Quentin, that 
we muft bring back this prince’s letter to M de Rofny, which is 
with.ut da‘e, and may be feen amoneft the MSS. cf the King’s li- 
b: ry, toe coments of waich perfectiy agree with the text of our 
Memoirs, and is as follows. ** Al! the news I have from Man‘e are, 
«€ th. tvou have been tatipun d, and are much emaciated : if you have 


© any cefire to ssfreth yourketf and grow fut, 1% is my opinics, that 
‘you 
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upon them, and from thence retired to Mante, 
where Iwas fix whole weeks under the furgeons 
hands. During this fpace, the King’s army not 
only feized Chartres, but me likewife. Parabere 
conducted this fiege, in the abfence of the King; 
who was kept at St. (ecinity by his new paflion 
for Mademoitelle d’lftrees *. l 

The fiege of Noyon followed that of Corbie. 
There is none which I could have more wifhed to 
have given a circumitantial detail of than this, if J 
had been a witnefs of it. A thoufand fine actions 
were performed by the befieged. ‘The Duke of 
Maienne, who faw that this place was of great im- 
portance to the league. gave orders to the Duke 
d’Aumale, Minerit general, who was then at 
Ham with fome of the forces of the party, to fpare 
nothing to fupport this place, till he approached him- 
felf. The Duke d Aumale endeavoured twice to 
throw fuccours into it; but La Chantelerie and 
Tremblecourt, who conducted them, were cut in 
pieces one after another. The Vifcount de T'a- 


*€ you cught toccome hither, Mean time your brother will fend us 
“¢ pews from thence of cur fi ge at Chartres,” &c. 

Fram fevera! places in th f. Memos, where the hare Henry IV. 
gave to M de Roiny nall his refolutions is mentioned, particularly 
that relating to his converfion, which we fha'l come to prefently, we 
may infer, that this prince lad always as entire confidence in him, 
J have tranferibed the foregoing letter. to thew, by another tefimony, 
that this opinion is not il’ fuuvded, ard that the Duke of Sully has 
not. thee’ vanity, impofed upon his reavers. The hifor.ans have not 
teven to mention t is min fter till he began himfelf to appear in a 
public character. . It is m re than preb bie, that, a long time be- 
foret a!, Le had been the foui of all the aét:ons aadccurcils of Hen- 
ry the Great. Tt is ¿afv to trace thi: time back to his mof early 
youth ; th u.h indeed all the actions of the Duke -f Suily compote a 
life, wherein one fees no youth, This advantage muft be all-wed to 
minds born grave and feriotis, over thofe more lively and full of fire. 


* She is often mentioned in the courfe of this work, Her name 
was Gabrielle : the was daughter of John Antony d’ Eftrees, and Fran- 
ces Babou de la Bourdaifiere. She bore | fuccefiively the names of ‘*the 
« fair Gabrielle, Matame de Liancourt, the Marchioneis of Mon- 
G ceaux, and Duchef s of Beantert,”’ 


vannes, 
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vannes, major-general, thinking he migbt be more 
fuccefsful, prefented himfelf with 400 arqucbufiers: 
psy met witha party of fifty or tixty horie, belong- 

ing to us; who, after the Qui vive : charged them 
boldly, and put them to Hight: the principal 
officers, who would have refitted, were all wounded, 
and taken prifoners with Lavannes their chief : 
D’ Aumale flattered himfelf, that he fhould, in his 
turn, beat two quarters of light horfe, which he 
had ordered Bellanglife to recomnoitre; but he found 
them mounted, and going to meet the King; and 
having attacked them, thefe light horie, notwith- 
{tanding the great fuperiority of the enemy, defend- 
ed themfelves fo long, and io well, that the Baron 
de Biron, Meff. de la Largerie and de la Boifiiere, 
had time to come to thei afiiftance ; after which, 
thefe two troops joining, they defeated d’ Aumale’s 
whole detachment, which contifted of 500 horfe, 
and as many agqueputicrs on horfeback. Very tew 
reached Ham without wounds, and a great number 
of prifoners were taken. 

The Duke of Maicnne arriving at Ham at the 
very moment that thefe fhattered remains retreated 
thither, was a witnefs of his lofs, and protefted pu- 
blicly, that he would wipe off this fhame, either by 
raifing the fiege of Noyon, or by a battle. He 
drew together all his forces, ordered the Baron de 
Rofne to bring him the Spanith troops, under the 
command of the Prince of Afcoli in Champagne ; 
and finding himfelt at the head of yoo foot and 200 
horfe, he advanced towards Noyon. He forgot his 
oath, when he faw thar he had to do with men who 
feemed not to have even perceived his arrival. The 
commander of Noyon had reprefented to him, bya 
gentleman whom the King permitted to pafs thro’ 
his army, that he had engaged to furrender the 


ò o 
piace in fix days, if no fuccours were fent him. 


The Duke of Maienne, the Prince of Afcoli, and 
the Duke of Aumale, futiered Noyon to be taken 
before 
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beíore their eyes. This commander certainly de- 
ferved to have been better feconded. His name was 
Rieux ; and from a private foldier, he had become 
governor of Pierrefond, by his bravery and his ge- 
nius Upon he report of Noyon’s being attacked, 
he had found means to throw himfelf into it, with 
fifty horfe, and as many arquebutiers, to reaffure 
this city, where all was in confternation and dif- 
may, and to hold it out till the laft extremity. 

The Duke of Maienne feeing that his army was 
ufelefs, fent it into quarters, and marched flowly 
towards Paris. He had long carried on a corre- 
fpondence in Mante, and he now thought it time 
to proceed to execution. He fecretly drew out the 
garrifons of Paris. Dreux, and Pontoife, and fud- 
«denly prefented himfelf within n ufket fhot of this 
city, before day. My brother was governor, and 
I was then there myfelf; my wound not permitting 
me to keep the field. I was advertifed of the ene- 
my’s arrival, and ran upon the ramparts, with my 
head bound up, time enough to make fome dif- 
charges upon the affailants, which hindered them 
from continuing their defign. 

The Duke of Maienne fucceeded no better be- 
fore Houdan, which he alarmed as he pafled. My 
other brother, who was there with his regiment, 
and fome companies, gave him fuch a reception, 
that he retreated with fhame. 

What had happened at Mante, joined to the in- 
formation my brother had received, left us no room 
to doubt but that the enemy had fome correfpond-. 
ence inthe city After confulting together upon 
what was neceflary to be done upon this occafion, 
I fixed upon the following expedient. I had ftill 
in mv pay fix of thofe brave foldiers who ferved as 
a forlorn hope in the battle of Ivry, and to whom, 
betides their pay, I gave eight livres a-month. They 
were then in my brother’s garrifon, to whom I 
could not refufe them; and their fidelity I was ab- 

2 folutely 
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folutely affured of. In concert with us two, they 
feigned to be difcontented with the governor of 
Mante ; and prefenting themfelves to the garrifon 
of Pontcife, were received with open arms. They 
were no fooner there, than they propofed to d’A- 
lincourt to make him matter of Mante, by the con- 
neCtion which they faid they ftill preferved in that 
place. To convince the governor of this, they de- 
manded four foldiers, whom, by my connivance, 
they conveyed into Mante, and directed them to 
get acquainted with fome citizens, who were well 
difpoied to engage in all forts of factions. In a 
little time every thing was agreed upon, and the 
day fixed for delivering up Mante to the league. 
Thefe four foldiers found every where a facility in 
the profecution of their defign, which made him 
believe the fuccefs of it infallible, and he would 
have all the honour of it to himfelf. My foldiers 
informed me exactly of all ‘hat was contriving in 
Pontoife, and of the joy which fo well concerted an 
enterprife occafioned there. The general council 
of the league, headed by the Cardinal of Bourbon *, 
refided in that city. 

Meantime I took my meafures very deep, that 
no affectation might appear in my conduct. I cau- 
fed trains of gun-powder to be laid upon the ram- 
parts which they intended to fcale, without any 
one’s perceiving it; and {hut up all the houfes that 


* This is not the old Cardiral, Charles of Bourbon, fon of Charles 
of Beurbon, Duke of Vendome, and broter to Antony King of 
Navarre, whom the league had proclaimed King. He died of the 
fone the year before at Fontenai, in Poitou, wheiher Henry IV. had 
caufed him to be removed from Chinon, aged 67 years, a Prince, 
who had reafon to complain, that they obl.ged him to afcend a throne 
which had no allurements for him, He coul! not conceal his joy 
for the victory that Henry IV, gained at Coutras; and only accepted 
the crown, fays Cayet, to preferve it for that Prince whom he loved, 
Chron, Noven. vol. 1. b.2 p.357. It isthe Cardinal his nephew. 
He was fon of Lewis I. Prince ot Condé, who was flain at Jarnac, and 
brother to the Prince of Condé, who died at St, John d’Angely, to 
the Prince of Conti, and the Count of Soiffons, 
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ftood near that fide; ‘after which I introduced into 
the place, by {mall divifions, at different times, the 
beft foldiers in the garrifons of Nogent, Vernon, 
and Meulan. ‘This done, I thought mytelf obliged 
to fend and inform the King, who was at Com- 
piegne, of all that paifed; and it was this that 
ruined our project. Ihis prince could not refitt 
the defire he had to receive the Duke of Maienne 
himfeif in Mante, and imagined he had taken fuffi- 
cient precaution not to hurt our fcheme, by not 
entering Mante till the night that it was to be exe- 
cuted, and by carrying in with him only fifty horfe, 
and the fame number of valets. As for me, when 
I faw him arrive, I was fo well perfuaded that all 
our meafures were broke, that j could not help re- 
ie e him with fome warmth, for coming thus 

deftroy our work, and expofing, perhaps, the 
scar of the four foldievs who conduéted iter 
means of the evidences that might be brought a- 
gainft them, The King affured me, that nothing 
of what I feared would happen, and went to fup 
at the governor’s; and there, being fatigued with 
his long journey, threw himfelf upon a bed in his 
cloaths and jack-boots, 

The night paffed, and the day came, without 
any appearance of the enemy. J watched for them 
all night as, the ramparts, with one of my bro- 
thers; the other ftaid with the King. Juftas I had 
gone to repofe, Bellengreville, whom I had ordered 
to obferve the enemy's motion without, came to 
me, and informed me, that the Duke of Maïenne 
having received advice that fome troops, led by the 
King in perfon, had entered Mante in the night, 
fuppofed his defign was difcovered, and had retreat- 
ed, after having advanced as far as Bourgenville. 
T carried him to the King, to whom he made the 
fame report; and, as a proof of the truth of what 
he faid, produced two carts loaded with rope-lad- 
ders, and fech other inftruments, which the leaguers, 

imagining 
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imagining they already faw the King at thcir heels, 
had ieft in the field, to retreat more expeditioufly, 
‘The thing became public and irretrievable; for the 
foldiers who efeaped on both fides could not be 
filent. 

The King fucceeded better with regard to Lou- 
viers. ‘Lhis city kept a pricit in its pay, who, from 
the top of the higheft belfrey, which he never left, 
played the part of a ipy with a gcod deal of exaét- 
nefs. As {oon as he faw any one appear in the 
field, though it were only a fingle perfon, he rung a 
certain bell, and at the fame fide hung out a great 
flag. We did not defpair of fhaking his fidelity ; 
and 200 crowns of the fun, with a promife of a 
benefice of 3000 livres of revenue, corrupted him. 
it remained only to gain fome of the garrifon; the. 
Sieur Du-Rollet took this upon himtelf, and fuc- 
ceeded equally well. He addrefled himielf to a cor- 
poral and two foldiers, who eafily accuftomed the 
reft of the garrifon to truft the guard of one of the 
gates to them alone. Every thing being thus con- 
cluded, the King prefented himfelf before Louviers, 
at eleven o’clock in the night *, No one rung the 
bell, nor was there the leaft motion in the garrifon. 
Du-Rollet entered, and made the gate be opened, 
through which the King pafied, without the fmalleft 
refiftance, into the centre of the city. Fontaine- 
Martel made fome ineffetual efforts to draw the 
garrifon together; as for the citizens, they were 
wholly occupied in concealing their wives and their 
daughters. The city, whofe principal riches con- 
fifted in its magazines of linen and leather, was en- 
urely pillaged. I had a gentleman with me, called 
Beaugrard, a native of Louviers, who was of great 
ufe to us in difeovering where thefe kinds of mer- 
chandife were concealed, and a prodigious quantity 
of them was amafied together. ‘The produce of my 


june s. 
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fhare amounted to 3000 livres, ‘The care of Lou- 
viers was by the King configned to Du-Rollet. 

The fame good fortune attended the Duke of 
Montpenfier in all his enterprifes in Normandy +. 
This fuccefs was no more than neceflary to confole 
the King for the news he received, that the Duke 
of Guife *, whom he confidered as his principal 
eremy, had efcaped from the caftle of Tours, where 
he had been kept prifoner ever fince the aflaffina- 
tion at Blois. The King now refumed his former 
defign of attempting every thing, to become mafter 
of Rouen Affured of the affiftance and affection 
of almoft all the cities of Normandy, he quitted 
Mante, where for fome time paft he had fixed his 
abode, and made it a little capital for the refidence 
of his court and his council ; and caufed his troops 
to file off towards this city. While preparations 
were making for this important fiege, Henry made 
a fecret journey to Compeigne, of which love was 


+ In the Lower Normandy, Falaize, Bitcux, Argentan, Lizieuxy 
&c. were in the interet of the league: Caén, Alençon, Séez, Ecoue 
ché, &c. in the King’s. The moft confiderable action happened in 
April 1529, in the field of Argentan, near Pierrefi:te, Villars, and 
Commeaux, where the Duke of Mortpenfier cut cff the leagu.rs of 
thofe cantons, whom they called Gautier:, to the number of 5 or 6000. 
Three thoufand were left dead upon the fpot, and a thoufand taken 
prifoners; the reft e‘caped to Argentan, Commeaux, which is at 
prefent {carce a village, was taken with great difficulty. At length 
the Duke of Montpenfier extirpated this whole party and reduced feve- 
ral of the rebellious cities. He was affift-d by the Count of Torigny, 
Mef, d'Emery, de Luncauni, de Beuvron, de Viques, de Bacqueville, 
PArchant, and others See thefe expeditions in the 3d volume of 
the memoirs of the league. 

* Charles of Lorraine, fon of Henry Duke of Guife, who was flain 
at Blois, and of Catharine of Cleves, H: was borne in 1571. 
< The flight of the Duke of Guife will ruin the league,” faid Hen- 
ry IV. as it is related by Le Grain. ‘The Duke’s walet de chambre 
having found means to amu‘’e Rouvrai and his guards, either by 
play, or drinking. let him down trom the higheft window in the 
cattle, in the micht of the day, wiih a rope, whi h he afterwards 
made ufe of to defcend hinfelf. The Duke got into a fmall boat, 
which carried him to he other fide of the river, where two horfes 
waited for him, &ce Matthieu, vol, 2. p. 81, Cayet, vol. 2. book 3. 
p. 465, &c, 

‘ the 
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the true motive, though he gave out that it was to 
fend to Germany for a levy of cavalry. ‘I he Vif- 
count Turenne undertook this affair, from grati- 
tude for the King’s having effected, and honoured 
with his prefence, his marriage with Mademoifelle 
de Sedan +, daughter and only heirefs of the de- 
ceafed Duke of Bouillon, which was concluded 
this year. I was not forry for my part, that this 
retreat gave me an Opportunity of enjoying, fome 
time longer, at Mante, the company of Madam 
Chateaupers, with whom chance had lately brought 
me acquainted, and to whom I felt myielf attached 
more and more, by an inclination fo ftrong, that it 
made me think of a fecond marriage. 

The King had exprefsly forbidden all commerce, 
and tranfportation of merchandifes, and of every 
kind of provifion, into Paris and Rouen, as being 
cities in open rebellion: but in this, as in every 
thing elfe, he was very ill obeyed. Tie governors 
of paffes, efpecially along the Seine, gained by the 
immenfe fums, which their facility produced, al- 
moft publicly granted the neceflary paffports for 
merchants, and mafters of boats. De-Fourges, 
whom I have formerly had occafion to mention, 
came one day to inform me, that a large boat, 
whofe lading was reputed worth 50,oco crowns, 
had gone up the river towards Paris, where, after 


T Charlotte de la Mark, daughter of Robert de Ja Mark, fovereign 
prince of Sedan, and of Frances of Bourbon Montpenfier, by the 
de .th of her brother, William Robert de la Mark, Duke ot Bru.llon, 
which happened at G. neva, in the year 1588, fhe became heirefs of 
this princioality. The Duke, in his lar will, forbade his {:ftcr to 
marry a Roman Catholic. This was the difpofition, but the King’s 
friendfhip for the Vitcount Turenne, his deft e of taking the lady 
from the Dukes of Lorrain, MontpenGer, and Nevers, each of whom 
demanded her for his fon; policy, which advifed him to give an am. 
bitious neighbour to the D-ke of Lorrain; and pethaps the belief 
that this marriage would induce the Vifcount to lay afide his defign of 
making himtelf head of the Calvinifts in France; wore the motives 
which determined Henry IV, to ren the heirefs oi Sedan to the 
Vifcount Turenne, 
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a few days ftay, a lefs one would bring back the 
value in filver to Rouen: which.he was well affured 
of, becaufe his own father was to conduét the boat. 
I caufed it tg be fo weil watched, that in its return 
it fell into my hands, and I faw with aftonifhment 
the pafiport figned by Berengueville, and my bro- 
ther, the one governor of Meulan, and the other 
of Mante ; but they did not care to mention this 
to me, nor did 1 take any notice of it to them, but 
caufed the boat and its conductor to be brought to 
Mante. I opened two large packets, where I ex- 
pected to find the 50,000 crowns in fpecie. But 
feeing only fome pieces of gold and filver thread, 
and Spanifh filk, 1 threatened to put the mafter of 
the boat into a dungeon. ‘The elder Fourges, a- 
larme at this threat, prefented me with letters of 
exchange for 36,000 crowns, which he would have 
perfuaded me was the whole produce of the fale. 
As he defended himfelf with a good deal of action, 
the weight of the gold he had about him broke his 
pockets, and fo great a quantity fell from them, 
that the floor was in an inftant covered with crowns 
of the fun *. He probably intended to apply this 
fum to his own ufe, or thought it could be in no 
place fo fecure as about himfelf. One may ima- 
gine what was his confufion, After diverting my- 
Self fome time in obliging him to take feveral turns 
about the room, I ordered him to ftrip, and found 
goco crowns in gold fewed up in his cloaths. I 
was then in very great need, waiting the fale of my 
corn, wood, and hay, at Rofny: the King made 
me a prefent of this fum, and was fingularly plea- 
fed with the recital of poor Fourges’s adventure. 
It was not fo with Berenyueville and my brother, 


* A gold coin current in thofe times. Tt was firft fruck in the 
reign of Lewis XI. and fo called, becaufe there was the figure of a 
fun above the crown. Whe value of thefe crowns at this time is 64 
fols. Le Bizne, traité ‘hit. des monnoies de France, p. Q. de lintro- 
duction, ct p. 372. 
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they were extremely angry with me. I come to the 
fiege of Rouen. 

‘The King had not feen himfelf at the he:d of 
forces fo confiderable. Four thoufand Englifh ar- 
rived to him, conducted by Roger Williams ; and, 
moreover, he expected foon a fecond reinforce- 
ment from this country, which difembarked du- 
ring the iliege, under the command of the Marl of 
Efex *, the minifter and favourite of Queen Eiifa- 
beth, The United Provinces, belices the two re- 
giments in the fervice of this prince, fent a fleet of 
fifty fail well equipped to the coatt of Normandy, 
having on board 2<00 foldiers, commanded by 
Count Philip of Naffau. The Duke of Bouillon 
(for fo the V ifcount of Turenne called himfelf fince 
his marriage) fucceeded fo well in his negotiation 
in Germany, that he brought back 5 or 6000 horfe, 
befides fome companies of fvot, with the Prince of 
Anhalt at their head. ‘Chefe foreign auxiliaries, 
joined to Gcoo Swifs, which the King had in his 
pay, to different reinforcements that came from fe- 
veral places, particularly Normandy; and to thofe 
troops, either Proteftants or Catholics, that were 
at his own difpofal, compofed an army of 40,000 
men, Caén, and the other chief towns of the pro- 
vince, engaged to furnifh provifions, and every 
thing neceflary for a fiege, which could not fail of 
being long, both becaufe of the goodneis of the 
place, and becaufe of the ftrength of the garrifon. 
The Marquis of Villars, known ‘for his bravery 
and capacity, {hut himfelf up there with the fon of 
the Duke of Maienne, refolved to-bury themfelves 
under its ruins. In effect, from the day that we 
fat down before this city, till the Prince of Parma’s 
arrival, which obliged us to raife the ficge, there 


# Robert D’Evreux, Earl of Efex, favourite to Q. Evifabeth, 
See the letter of thanks -which Henry iV. wrote to Elifabeth, in 
Villcsoy’s Memoits, vol. 4. p. 249. 
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paffed aimoft fix months; and what is worfe, fix 
Winter months: for it was invefted in the beginning 
of Otober, and abandoned the 20th of March fol- 
lowing, after efforts on the part of the befiegers, 
and a refiftance on that of the beficged, iome cir- 
cumftances of which I fhall relate. 

The troops of the befiegers were placed in dif- 
ferent quarters; the King’s were at Darnetal, and 
that of my company at Frefne li: fplen, whicher I 
rarely went, the King having honoured me with a 
lodging in his. Here I difpoted myfelf for a long 
Stay, and hardiy ever quitted him or the Marechal 
de Biron, At jirft there appeared fuch an emula- 
tion amongft the officers to be employed, that, to 
avoid all difcufiions, the King regulated the time 
and duration of each of their fervices ; and decla- 
red that one day of four he would himfelf work at 
the trenches, with the gentlemen that were about 
his perfon, who were to the number of two or 
three hundred. 

I had folicited beforehand for a poft in the ar- 
tillery, for which my inctination was fo ftrong, that 
I fubmitted to ferve not only under the Marechal 
de Biron, but Mef. de la Guiche, de Born, and 
de Fayolles alfo. But Biron, who had no affeétion 
for me, gained over thefe general officers, and pre- 
vailed upon them to exclude me, with which } had 
afterwards reafon to be well contented ; for thofe 
pieces of ordnance of which I was to have the 
charge, happened to fall into the power of the e- 
nemy. 

Jhe motive of this Marechal’s hatred towards 
me was, that in the council, where it was debated 
on what fide the place fhould be attacked, Biron 
being of opinion, that we fhould attack the caftle 
I was not afraid to maintain, that we ought firft to 
apply to the city, which would bring along with it 
the reduction of Fort St. Catherine. This queftion 


was a long time the fubjeét of all converfations, as 
I well 
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well at the table as at the council; and Biron never 
forgot the expreffion I generally ufed, “ ‘Che city 
s“ taken, the caftle muft furrender.” 

I cannot indeed comprehend, how a man fo ex- 
perienced as the Marechal was, could determine 
for attacking the caftle, which, not to mention the 
commander, or the garrifon, (and neither the man 
nor the garrifon were ordinary) nor its excellent 
fortifications, had this in particular from the nature 
of the place, that in attacking it without, not half 
the number of foldiers could be brought againft it 
which the befieged could oppofe to defend it; which 
is quite contrary in cities of war. 

However, the opinion of the Marechal de Biron 
carried it; for his authority, and the dependence 
to which he had accuftomed the other general offi- 
cers, captivated all the votes. Without doubt, this 
Marechal flattering himfelf that nothing could be 
able to refift fo ftrong an army, embraced the part 
which he thought the moft glorious, and the like- 
lieft to bring the fiege foon to an end; and the 
King, who was refolved not to {pare himfelf *, by 
following this advice, feemed to be of the fame o- 
pinion, For I look upon as a pure calumny, dif- 
ieminated by the Marechal’s enemies, that report 
which was whifpered in the army, that he had atk- 
ed the King for the government of Rouen, which 
this prince had refufed him, becaufe he had before 
promifed it to Du-Hallot, upon the recommenda- 


* Perhaps alfo they depended upon blowing up the fort of St. 
Catherin? with the mine: but the defign was difcovered hy the be- 
fieged. Memoirs of the league, vol. 5. Thole writers that have de- 
fended the Maréchal Biron’s advice againft that given by the Duke of 
Suliy, with regard to the place at which they fhould begin the attack, 
fay, that it was very difficult, and, at the fame time, very dangerous, 
for the army of Hen:y IV. to leave behind them the fort of St. Ca- 
therine, the hill efpecialiy being fo near the city. Sce, upon he o- 
rerations of this fiege, Matthieu, vol. 2. p. 96. et f qq.; Cavet, 
Chron. Noven, vol. 2. book 4 (who is for the Lure of Sully’s opi- 
nion againft the Marechal Biron); and other hiftorians, 
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tion of M. de Montpenfier; and that he endea- 
voured underhand to fruftrate this enterprife, and, 
through envy, gave a counfel which he knew would 
render all our efforts upon this place ineffectual. It 
is more certain, that thefe eternal conteftations with 
the Duke of Bouillon had more than once been like 
to ruin all; for this nobleman, to be revenged on- 
the King, raifed a mutiny amongft the horfe, and 
other German forces which he had brought. 

‘The batteries were accordingly raifed oppofite 
to the fort, and we contented ourfelves, for guard- 
ing the lower part of the river, to place there fome 
companies of German foot, which having been 
worfted in fome fallies that were made on that fide, 
yielded the poft to the Hollanders, who underftood 
fieges better than they. In effect, thefe laft main- 
tained themfelves there, and prevented fallies by that 
place It was not leng before the King perceived 
that he had engaged in a work of extreme difficul- 
ty; but nothing, he imagined, was impoffible to 
abitinate labour. Villars was not contented with 
defending himfelf within ; he came out of the ca- 
ftle, and.caufed a deep trench to be cut upon the 
declivity of the hill, over againft the fort, with 
which the end of it communicated, and placed there 
in the night a guard of 6 or 700 men, 

As this new work was extended far into the 
country, and as it not only incommoded the be- 
fiegers in their attacks upon the caftle, but alfo ex- 
poted them to be fallen upon in the rear, while at 
the fame time they had the garrifon from within in 
front, the King refolved to feize it, and to render 
it ufelefs. He made choice of the fame night when 
it was his turn to watch the trench with his 300 
gentlemen, whom he commanded to be completely 
armed, and to have, befides their ufual arms, hal- 
berts in their hands, and piftols at their girdles, 
and to his troop added 4oo mufketeers or pike- 
men, It was at midnight, and amidft the extreme 

cold 
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cold of December, that we attacked this trench in 
different places. ‘Lhe action, which was very ob- 
ftinate, continued half an hour with equal animo- 
fity on the one part and the other. We made con- 
fiderable efforts to gain the brink, and the bctieged 
repulfed us feveral times. I was twice thrown to 
the ground, my halbert broke, and my arms loofen- 
ed or broke in pieces. Maignan, whom I had ob- 
tained permiffion to bring with me, ra fed me, put 
my arms again in order, “and gave me his halbert. 
The trenchawas at laft carried by main force, and we 
cleared it of more than fifty dead or dying enemies, 
whom we threw from the precipice of the hill, 
This trench was open to the canon of the fort; but 
the King had the precaution to order fome gabions, 
hogfheads, and pieces of wood, to be brought there, 
which covered the Englifh, to whom he committcd 
the guard of it. 

Villars had not expected to fee his outworks car- 
ried in fo fhort a time. Whien he was told it, and 
that it was the King in perfon who had conduéted 
the enterprife. “ By heavens,” faid he, ‘ this 
“ prince deferves a thoufand crowns for his va- 
“ lour. I am forry that, by a better belief, he 
& does not infpire us with as {trong an inclination 
** to acquire him new ones, as, by his prefent 
creed, he gives us fubjcét to difpute with him 
“ his own: but it fhall never be faid, that I have 
** failed to attempt in my perfon what a great king 
‘© has executed in his.” In effeét, he put himfelf 
at the head of 400 men, armed as he had been 
told the King’s were, and taking alfo 800 pikemen 
felected out of his whole number, he attacked the 
Englith, and diflodged them from the trench. The 
King felt himfelf piqucd at the vanity of Villars, 
and refolving not to let go his hold, prepared for 
a fecond attempt. The tnglith, apprehending re- 
proaches, which they certainly had not meritcd, 
intreated the King to put 100 Englifh gentlemen in 
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his troop, and to fuffer all the foot, who were to 
attend him on this occafion, to be Englifh likewife. 
They alfo demanded leave to fuftain the firit effort 
of the enemy, and behaved in fuch a manner, that 
in fpite of the reñitance of the befieged, who had 
doubled their number the trench was a fecond 
time regained : they afterwards maintained them- 
felves in it, and took away from the betfieged all 
inclination to approach it for the future. By what 
happened for a imple ditch, it is eafy to judge of 
the event of a diege, of which this attack was but 
the beginning. ‘The King was fenfible. that not- 
withitanding all his care, and the infinite pains that 
he gave himfelf, he would find great difficulty in 
fucceeding ‘The deftiny of France alone preferved 
this prince on occafions, when he hazarded his 
perfon in fuch a manner, as made us fometimes 
defpair of his life And it was upon this account, 
that, the next day after the trench was taken, 
I found occafion to exprefs our common fears, 
when he drew me afide in the prefence of the 
Catholics, and all the courtiers, to converfe with 
me upon the prefent fituation of his affairs. “ [ 
<* cannot do otherwife, my friend,” replied this 
prince, as foon as ] began te make my reprefenta- 
tions; “ and fince it is for my glory and crown 
e that I fight, my life and every thing elfe ought 
<¢ to be of no confidcration with me. 
it is certain, that in the King’s fituation he could 
not do lefs than he did, to periuade the world, that 
if this fiege failed, it was not through his fault ; 
and all thefe inftances of eminent valour were no 
more than necefiary to evite the fhame of being 
foiled in an attempt which one half of his army 
feared he fhould fucceed in, almoft as much as the 
enemy themfelves. ‘Chefe were the very fame Ca- 
tholics whom I have formerly mentioned, who, not 
contented with having obliged him to begin the fiege 
at a place which rendered the taking of the city im- 
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poffible, fuffered him to fuftain all the trouble, obeyed 
him but by halves and with regret, created obfiacles 
upon obftacles, and publiciy declared, thar nothing 
was to be expected from them, while he was of a 
religion different from their own. 

It was to open his heart upon fo many fubjects 
of difquietude and chagrin, that he was defirous of 
difcourfing with me, and I then faid nothing to 
him which he did not know as weil as myfelf; at 
fo little trouble were his domeftie enemies to con- 
ceal their fentiments. He told me, he had percei- 
ved for fome time, that he was threatened with a 
mifchief ftill greater, which was the defertion of all 
the Catholics in his army ; “ which will bring along 
“« with it” (thefe are the very words of this prince) 
* the ruinof the ftate, and that of the heufe of 
Bourbon ; for if they once break with me, they 
will never after chufe for a king a prince of that 
“ family.” He added, that this difobedience was 
an incurable evil, which he was obliged to diffemble. 
He made me obferve, that, at the very time he 
{poke to me, Mefirs. de Nevers, de Longueville, de 
la Guiche, d’O, and de Chateauvieux, jealous of 
fo familiar a converfation with an Huguenot, ob- 
ferved us malignantly from a corner of the hall, 
and whifpered continually together. For this rea- 
fon, he faid, it would be neceffary to feparate, and 
that he mutt be obliged to tell them that our dif- 
courfe turned folely upon a negotiation with the 
Marquis of Villars, which, in reality, the King had 
hinted to me in this converfation. 

Nothing could have happened more advantage- 
ous for the King, than to have put an end to the 
fiege of Rouen by a treaty with Villars, which, in 
reality, would have difengaged him from the league, 
anc brought him into his own party. It was what 
this prince ardently wifhed for, but ftill lefs for the 
honour of his enterprife, than for the advantage of 
gaining over fuch a man as this governor. Hei- 
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magined it might be brought about by means of 
La-Font, for whom Villars had great confideration, 
though he was only his ftewara. The King was 
not ignorant that Villars had received this dome- 
ftic into his fervice, after he had left mine; and 
that La Font owed his favour with his new mafter 
to thofe teftimonies I had given of his probity. 
This thought had ftruck me before it was men- 
tioned bythe King, and I had even found means 
to get La-Font founded upon the fubjeét His an- 
fwer, which I related to the King, was, that at 
prefent he faw no appearance of what I propofed, 
that he even thought hiufelf obliged to prevent his 
mafter’s entertaining any fufpicion of his fidelity, 
to have no commerce with me, much lefs to fee 
me, as I propofed: that all he could do, was to 
obferve if M. de Villars changed his fentiments with 
regard to the King, and in that cafe to confirm 
him as much as poffible in them, and to inform me 
ef it. 

Henry thought no more of it; but before we fe- 
parated, he aifked me what he ought te do with 
regard to the fiege, and the Prince of Parma, who, 
he had juft learned, had paffed the Somme, to join 
his troops with thofe of the Duke of Maienne. 
The King doubted not but that his intention in this 
was to proceed directly to Rouen, and {tiil lefs but 
that Villars would eafily hold out till his arrival. I 
told the King, that I faw but two things for him 
to do, and that it was his part to determine upon 
one of them, the firft was, to change totally the or- 
der, and place of attack, and to carry it to the fide 
of the city, and there ufe his utmoft endeavours to 
make himfelf mafter of itbefore the enemy fhould 
appear. The fecond was, that without lefs of 
time he fhould go and attack the Prince of Parma, 
and oblige him to repafs the Somme, and continue 
afterwards the fiege withont fear. 

The 
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The King refolved upon this laft advice: but as 
by following it he had no defign to raife the fiege, 
left the Prince of Parma, who perhaps had than 
only in view, fhould afterwards avoid the battle, 
he told me, that he would go and meet him with 
7 or 80co horfe, who were of no ufe at the fiege; 
and that he would attack him with this cavalry, or, 
if he had not paffed the Somme, difpute his paffage. 
He quitted me, ordering me to prepare myfelf to go 
along with him with 15 or 20 troopers only, chofen 
from the reft of my company. 

I returned at the end of two days from Frefne 
VPEfplen, and, on my arrival at Darnetal, I learned 
that Villars had made a fally at the head of 100 
horfe, with whom he had overpowered the guard : 
and would have been the caufe of much greater 
diforder, if the King, armed only with a cuirafs, 
had not run thither, followed by the Baron de Bi- 
ron, an Englifh officer whofe name has efcaped me, 
Grillon, and fome others who were about him: 
thefe three gentlemen efpecially had covered them- 
felves with glory. Grillon had his arm broke by a 
fhot from an arquebule. As for the King, having 
precipitated himfelf into a danger, fomewhat like 
that which is related of Alexander the Great in 
the city of the Oxydrace, he extricated himfelf 
out of it with the fame prefence of mind, and the 
fame intrepidity. If this, which is only an ex- 
ample, has all the appearance of a fable, Henry’s 
action had two whole. armies for witneiles. 

The Prince of Parma, with his whole army. 
pofleffed the border of the Somme, and, fatisiied 
with recovering this river, made {carce any mo- 
tion ; for befides that the governor of Rouen had 
fent to inform him, that as he intended to ftrike 
fome important blow, he might let it be a good 
while before he came to his afliftance; he waited 
for the arrival of Sfondrate, who was to bring him 
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the troops of his uncle Pope Gregory XIV. *, and 
thofe of the Duke of Maienne, who however came 
not fofoon. He had been obtiged to go with his 
Deft troops to Paris, to punifh the infolence of the 
Sixteen, who, abufing the power he had fuftered 
them to affame, had dared to bans the Prefident 
Briffon +, and fome other counfellors, as refpect- 
able for their virtue as for their age ; and had 
doubtlefs gone farther, if the Duke. fearing perhaps 
fome fudden caprice of thofe feditious counfel- 
lors ¢ againft himfelf, had not doomed them to the 
like punifhent: but as, in executing this act of 
juftice, he had certain meafures to keep, he did 
not join the Prince of Parma as foon as had been 
expected. l 

The King, when he was informed of this difpo- 
fition, thought it neceffary to haften his march. 
He left to the Marechal Biron the care of carrying 
on the fiege, whofe forces he weakened but by 7 or 
8coo horfe; confifting from 3 tc 4000 French 
troopers, as many German horfe, and roco horfe- 


* Sixtus V. died in Auguft 1590. Henry IV. when he was in- 
formed of his death, fzid, * Here is a tick of Spanith policy: I 
*¢ have loft a pope who was my all.” 

+ “ A cataftrophe very unworthy of fo learned and excellent a 
“« taan, (fays Mezeray, fpeaking of the Prefident Briffon, Ga but u- 
« fual to thofe who think to keep well with two parties.” For the 
parliament being transferred by the King to Tours, Briffon was the 
only one of the fix prefidents who remained at Paris. The league 
obliged him to perform tie duties of Firft Prefident, and it was he 
that helped to Gegrade K. Henry IJI. According to the Duke of 
Nevers’s obfervation, his death was looked upon to be a jut punith- 
ment of his ingratitude. Henry III. had freely beftowed upon him 
the poft of Preficeat. However, he was one of the greateft men of 
the robe, The Duke of Maienne revenged his death, by caufing 
Louchard, Ameline, Aimonet, and Amoux, four of the fixteen, to 
be hanged in a parlour of the Louvre. 

t One of the fixteen, nam-d Normand, feid one day, inthe Duke 
of Maienne’s chamber, *¢ Thofe who made him Fave a right to un- 
make him.” Hamilton, the curate of St. Come, a furious leaguer, 
came himfelf, attended by priefis inftead of foldiers, to feize the 
Counfellor Tardif in his hiuk. 

2 arque- 
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arquebufiers; at the head of which he departed 
from Darnetal, and took the road to the Somme, 
He paffed the firft day by Boiffiere and Neuf Cha- 
tel; the fecond by Blangy, Londinierc, Longue- 
ville, Senerpont, and Gamache; and the third ad- 
vanced to Folleville, with a fimple detachment, 
leaving the body of his cavalry behind him, to be 
conducted by the Duke of Nevers. 

We met a confiderable party, led by Mefi. de 
Rofne, de Balagny, de Vitry, the Baron de la 
Chatre, St Pol, La Mothe *, and others, who had 
doubtlefs advanced with the fame defign as we, to 
reconnitre the fituation and forces of the enemy. 
The King commanded the Baron de Biron, Mef. 
de Lavardin, de Givry, de St. Geran. de Marivaut, 
de Chanlivaut, La-Curée +, d’Arambure, and fome 
others, to go and attack them; who were repulfed 
and handled very roughly.; and part fell, among 
which was Lavardin. Henry ran with 300 horfe 
to difengage them ; and, believing this encounter 
might be followed by an action more ferious, at 
leaft between the cavalry of the two armies, which 
was what he greatly wifhed for, fent orders to 
Nevers to quicken his pace. But the Prince of 
Parma, who had a quite contrary defign, reftrain- 
ed his fquadrons, who had retreated of themfelves 
when they perceived ours advance ; and the King, 
fecing no appearance of affecting any thing in the 
midft of fo many battalions, and the night ‘already 


* La Mothe, governor of Valenciennes, was a Frenchman, of the 
country of Beauvaifis; but he had all his life ferved in the Spanith 
army, and was flain in 1§9, a* the fiege of Dourlans, at the head 
of the Spanith artillery, very much regretted by the Spaniards. The 
King of Spain had juft created him Count of Ekclbcke, See his death 
and panegyric in De Thou, book 112. 

+ La Cuée was one of thofe perfons in whom the King confided, 
and was called by him nothing but Curé, He performed wonders 
at the battle of Ivry, and on many other occafions. The volume of 
MSS. in the royal library marlzed 8929. is filled with relations of his 


intrepidity. He was killed in an encounter at the fiege of Mont- 
auban, 


VoL. I. Gg ap- 


x 


34 MEMOIRS Book IY. 


approaching, contented himfelf with cbferving this 
army clofely, and checking its motions, as he weut 
to his quarters at Breteuil; where his cavalry, for 
fear of g fuxprift, were © biiged to keep themfelveg 
extremely clofe, and part of them even lay with- 
out all wilted though the ground was covered with 
fhow. 

The ardour with which the King went to meet 
an enemy greatly fuperior, awakened our fears for 
the dangers to which he expofed his perfon, and 
obliged us ftrongly to reprefent to him the confe- 
quences. But this prince, who had no conception 
of that management we propofed to him, when 
Aa was in queftion, changed not his couduct. 

He contented himfelf with naming thirty of us to 
Be r near his perfon, and not to leave him 
upon any occafion whatever. An employment 
very honourable in truth; but the denger of 
fomewhat abat d the paffion for it. With this 
precaution, which was no more than tee he 
only expofed himielf {till more 

Being informed that the Duke of Guife, who 
commanded the Prince of Parma’s vanguard, had 
put himfelf at the head of his fquadron, to cee 
tate the lodgement of this infantry in a large town 
called Bures, he refolved to cut off this {quadron,; 
which he execut d with the utmoft vigour, at, the 
head of 1200 horfe and roco horfe arquebufiers, 
A great number of the enemy were left dead upon 
the place, and the reft betook themfelves to flight. 
The Duke of Guife’s green ftandard was taken, 
and all the baggage plundered. Herry, who was 
not willing that any of thefe cavaliers fhouid efcape 
him, efpecially their Colonel, fent immediately or- 
ders to the Duke of Nevers to advance with all 
fpeed to Bully, that he might poflefs himfelf of the 
road through which he conjectured the Duke of 
Guife and the fugitives would retreat to the reft of 
the army, and take them prifoners, 1 had orders. 

to 
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to fuftain the Duke of Nevers with fixty horfe ; 
which I obeyed with reluétance, not doubting, but 
in fuch hands the afair would have an iffue little 
worthy of its beginning. 

The Duke of Nevers, the floweit of all men, be- 
gan by fending to make choice of the moft favour- 
able roads, and marched with a flow pace towards 
Bully, with his hands and his note in hismuff, and 
his whole perfon well packed up in his coach. This 
once he had no occafion to boaft of his extreme 
caution. It was fo long before he arrived, that he 
gave time to the Prince of Parma, who was greatly 
more alert than he, to throw a regiment of 15 or 
1600 men into Bully, who made fuch hafte, that 
they reached the town in the beginning of the night. 
Avs for the Duke of Nevers, the fun rifing the next 
day found him at laft upon the height of the moun- 
tain at the foot of which Bully is fituated, preceded 
by his couriers, whom he had -that day doubled, 
through an excefs of precaution againit a flying 
enemy: the firft, to the number of fifty, marched 
two or three miles before him; and the fecond, 
Which amounted to 10c. went fome. few paces be- 
fore his coach. But unfortunately with all his fore- 
fight, hehad forgot to make fure of this paflage, 
aud had not fent afingle foldier to keep guard there. 
He began to defcend the mountain with great tran- 
quillity, and doubtlefs with more tranquillity than 
if he had known whom he was to find in Bully. 
His firft couriers, entering the city, were fufficient- 
ly furprifed at the fight of fo much good company ; 
but asthe cold had obliged thefe foldiers to difarm, 
and to lay down their pikes, to range themfelves 
round a large fire which they had kindled, thefe fifty 
couriers had time to fave themfelves hy flight. ‘This 
they did not indeed upon that fide where their ma- 
fter was. but by pafling quite through the city, and 
getting out at the oppofite end as faft as their legs 
could carry them, without troubling themfelves a- 
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bout what might become of the Duke of Nevers ; 
who, with his coach, was juft then fticking in the 
deepeft part of a defcent, equally fteep, rugged, 
and winding. It was in this place that the Duke 
of Nevers, hearing the noife of fome fufileers who 
were firing after his firft couriers, and the fecond 
having come to make their report, full of con- 
fternation, was frozen with fright; and refol- 
ving now at laft to lofe notime, he threw away 
his muff and his furs, not without often exclaim- 
ing, ‘ The devil,” nor without quarrelling his va- 
lets for not coming readily enough to help him out. 
All their endeavours could not difengage the coach, 
which was forced to be dragged back to the top of 
the mountain; where the Duke again made ufe of 
it, to return a littie more haftily to the place where 
he had lain the preceding night. It was thus that 
we feconded the King upon this occafion: A truly 
ridiculous exploit, where the danger did not equal 
the fear by a great deal, fince not a dingle man was 
loft. 

The Prince of Parma, by this important blow, 
knowing what fort of an enemy he had to deak 
with, durft not for the future fuffer his vanguard to 
be feparated from the army ; and perceiving that the 
King almoft never loft fight of him, redoubled his 
dithdence; which was, without doubt, the caufe 
that he did not take all the advantage he might have 
done of the encounter at Aumale: An aétion fin- 
gularly hardy on the King’s fide, and well deferving 
a particular relauon. 

Some days after that I have juft mentioned, the 
King following the Prince of Parma at a great di- 
fiance, had advanced, with 6000 horfe towards Au- 
male Givry, whom he had fent at the head of 
iome troopers to get intelligence, returned and in- 
formed him, that the enemy’s army was advancing 
directly towards him in the plain, in good order, 
apparently with a defign to force him back, and to 

cut 
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cut him off in his retreat. The King called a coun- 
cil; and finding, as he faid, that he had too many 
and too few foldiers, he refolved to fend all his ca- 
valry back to Ophy, Blangy, and Neuf Châtel, and 
to keep with him only 400 troopers, and sco horfe- 
arquebuficrs, and with this body of men to advance 
into the plain, to difcover exaétly the condition 
and the number of the enemy; and hovering about 
them, to take or cut off fome fquadrons. 

He mounted the hill of Aumale, with his goo 
horfe, and marched two leagues without perceiving 
any thing, till the ikv, which had been extremely 
dark, becoming very clear, he a fecond time iaw 
Givry return, who came to give him full fatisfaction 
in all that he wanted to know about this army. It 
was fo near, that they heard diftinétly the found of 
the trumpets and drums, But Henry would needs 
fee it himfelf. He made an exact review of it, and 
found that it confifted of 17 or 18,000 infantry, 
with 7 or 80co cavalry, who marched very clofe ; 
the cavalry in the midft of the battalions, and the 
whole flanked with chariots and baggage, that ren- 
dered approach impoffible. From this fituation of 
the enemy, he found he had {till too many men ; 
and retaining only 100 troopers, ordered the 800 
others to repafs the dyke and town of Aumale, and 
300 horfe of his fquadron to ftop upon the decli- 
vity of the hill, to be within reach to affift him, if 
there fhould be occafion Five hundred arquebu- 
fiers he gave to the conduét of Lavardin. with or- 
der- to poft them in the ditches and hedges thar 
were at the entrance of the town, from whence 
they might incommode fuch of the enemy as ap- 
proached too near. As for himfclf, he not only 
waited for the enemy with his 100 horfe, but even 
marched to meet them, 

At this moment we all gazed upon one another, 
perfectly aftonithed at the temerity ofadefign, which 
Amed to expofe the perfon of the King to inevi- 

table 
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table death. No one durft venture to expoftulate 
with him, yet knew not how to be filent. At length 
I was chofen and deputed by the reft, to reprefent 
tothe King, in the name of us all, the danger to 
which he expofed himfelf, and to intreat him toal- 
ter his refolution. ‘This commiflion I performed in 
the moft cautious terms thatl could devife. < "Tis 
“ the language of fear,” replied the King; “ from 
* you, of all others, | would never have expeéted 
“© it.” l prayed him not to think fo unjuftly of 
any of us; and told him, that the only thing we 
required was, that he would give us what orders 
he pleafed, provided he would himfelf retire. This 
prince confefled to me afterwards, that being fen- 
fibly affected with thefe words, he repented of 
what he had faid to me. He anfwered, that no ex- 
preffions of our fidelity could reach the idea he con- 
ceived of it. “ But,” added he, coldly, and with 
an air that convinced me that it was ufelefs to foeak 
to him more, ‘‘ be you alfo aflured, that I am not 
«< fo rafh as you imagine; that | am as much d- 
‘c fraid of my ikin as another; and that I will re- 
e“ treat fo feafonably, that no inconvenience fhal} 
Pappen. 

The Prince of Parma could not but look upon 
an attempt fo hardy, as a fnare that was laid for 
him, to draw his cavalry into an open field where 
he fhould meet with the King’s, which he fup,;ofed 
to be concealed, and fuperior to his. He even fu- 
fpect d a long time, that the King’s whole army 
could not be far off; and having no defign to en- 
gage him, he did not quit his poft, which was in 
the centre of his army, where he was feated in an 
uncovered chariot, without arms or boots, and em- 
ployed in giving orders to reftrain the ardour of the 
toldiery, who iuffered with impatience roo men 
to tatult 30,000. However, when he was affured, 
by the report of his light horfe and his carabineers, 
that at prefent he had but 100 horfe im front, and 

that 
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that if there was any cavalry, it muft be on the 
other fide of the valley, he thought he fheuld run 
no rifk by attacking us ; which he did with fech 
fury, and at fo many ‘places, that we were broke 
through, and driven back as far as the valley. Here 
it was that our arquebufiers ought to hime pofted 
themfelves; and on our arrival, the King cried to 
them to charge, after having firft warned us not to 
charge, in order that the enemy might fuipect an 
an ambufcade in this place, and itop. In effect, they 
did ftop fhort; and finding that this cry was follow- 
ed only with fifty or fixty fhots which we fired up- 

on them, they came on again with more obftinacy. 
Our arquebufiers, feized with fear, or perhaps 
willing to chufe a more advantageous ground, had 
retired much lower than the place that had been 
marked for them, and they were the principal caufe 
of the misfortune that happened. The enemy’s 
fquadrons, encouraged by the little refiftance they 
found, puriued their point, and we could not hin- 
der them from mixing among us. We faw onr- 
felves reduced to the neceflity of fighting with this 
vait multitude with our piftols ron {words, in a 
danger that may be eafily imagined; and, indeed, in 
my opinion, there could not be a greater ; for from 
a hundred we were already reduced to forty. Hen- 
ry, fecing that none came to affift him to extricate 
himfel€ out of this bad fiep, refolvcd to make his 
retreat : which, on this occafion, was almoft as pe- 
rilous as his defence, becaufe we had a bridge to 
pafs, and that bridge at a great diftance. This 
prince, with a compofure truly admirable, placed 
himfelf in the rear of his troop, and made it file off 
towards the bridge of Aumale, which, by the or- 
der he caufed to be obferved, it pafled over without 
confufion. He was the laft that paffed, and held 
firm againft the enemy till every one of us was on 
the other fide. That moment he was fhot in the 
reins; and it was a fignal happineis, that he re- 
ceived 
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eived no more than this one wound, which did 
not hinder him from continuing to fight on the 
other fide of the bridge, while he was endeavouring 
to gain the hill; where the 400 horfe he had fent 
thither made fo good an appearance, that the Prince 
of Parma, more than ever perfuaded that he only 
fought to draw him to a battle, forbid his troops to 
advance, and made them all return to Aumale. 

The King, on his fide, reached Neuf Châtel, 
where his wound obliged him to go to bed. The 
furgeons removed our confternation. by affuring us 

that itwas inconfiderable. He obliged us to come 
near his bed, and converfed with us familiarly upon 
the dangers of that day: upon which I obferved, as 
fomething fingular, that among us all, who wete in 
the chamber, there were not two perfons who could 
agree in the recital of the moft particular circum- 
ftances of the action*, In general, it paffed as I 
have related : what appeared doubtful to me, I have 
fuppreffed ; but as it is here, one may be certain, 
that there are few kings whofe lives prefent as mucht. 

The Prince of Parma’s over-prudence hurt him 
upon this occafion: it hindered him from cutting 
off our whole {quadron, that is to fay, fr. m finith- 
ing the war that day, by the death or taking of the 


* There is fcarce gny fkirmifh or b-ttle of which as much may 
not be faid. Although there area great number of writers, and even 
contemporaries, who have treated uf the musitary exploits contained 
yn thefé Memoirs, J cannot meet with two who ag-ee exactly in their 
defcriptions, D’Aubigné, in that of the encounter at Aumale, does 
not even mention the King’s wound, which was the oniy one he ever 
received in his life. Matthieu, ibic. p. 100. a.d our beft hiftcrians, 
differ but little from our Memoirs. 

+ Henry having fent to the Prince of Parma to ask his opinion of 
the retreat, he replied. that ‘indeed it was a very Sine one; but 
“ that, for his part, he never engaged in any place from whence he 
** was obliged to retire.” Peref. ibid. part 2, It was on this o.cafion 
that Du-Pleffis-Mornay wrote this pretty le!ter tothe King. “ S.re, 
«© in war you have been an Alexander: it is time you fhould now be 
s Auguftus: it isour glory and duty to die for you; and your», I dare 
& tell you, Sire, to live for France,” &c, Notes upon the Hen- 
sade, 
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King; for the one or other wasinevitable. But he 
was determined to undertake nothing till he was 
joined by the Duke of Maienne, not being willing 
to bear alone all the inconveniencies of a war, of 
which he was not himfelf to reap all the fruits. 

He was not able to comprehend the caufe of this 
delay in the chief of the league : the fufpicions he 
entertained of it made him fuddenly change the 
march of his army, and take the road back to the 
Somme. An action excufable in a ftranger, who 
faw himfelf in the midft of a country, where he was 
not warring in hisown behalf. Henry, who, with- 
out confidering what was glorious for himfclf in the 
laft battle, called it only the error of Aumale ; and 
being folicitous to repair this heroic error, could 
not refolve to {ufer the Spanith general quietly to 
retreat. He put off the cure of his wound to an- 
other time, and remounting his horie, continued to 
gall him, very much troubled that he could not do 
more, But he hada politic general to deal with, 
who, notwithftanding all his endeavours, prefented 
him always with an infantry in front, which he 
could not open; and conducted himfelf with fo 
much wifdom, that it was impoMfible, even at the 
paflage of the river, to have an encounter with 
him. The King at length, quitting him at Pont- 
dormy, returned to Neuf-Chatel, to have his wound 
cured, at the houfe of M. de Claire ; where I was 
received as a friend and relation. I kept only ava- 
let de chambre, a page, and a footman with me, 
and fent all the reft of my equipage to my quarters 
before Rouen. 

The fuccefs of the fiege became more doubtful 
every day: at laft the King was informed, by a 
courier. that Villars, at the head of 200 muiketeers, 
and 3 or 400 foldiers, had in the night made a fu- 
rious fally on the fide of Darnetal; that he had pe- 
netrated even into the King’s quarters. w' ere he had 
cut all the German foot to pieces, and carried off 
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fix pieces of cannon, and all the powder ; that af- 
terwards, purfuing his point, he had fallen upon 
the trench, which he attacked behind; had killed 
there three or 400 men, and put the reft to flight; 
in a word, that he did not retire till he had cleared 
and demolithed almoft all the works of the befie- 
gers. 

‘This melancholly news recalled the King imme- 
diately to Rouen: he was there convinced, that 
this misfortune was wholly occafioned by the Ma- 
rechal de Biron’s fault; but although he looked up- 
on it as irreparable, and hated this commander *, 
he was much upon his guard, not to let any thing 
appear. The natural hatred of the Catholics of his 
party againft the Proteftants, took this occafion to 
infult the Marechal de Biron, who next to the 
King, was looked upon as the principal fupport of 
the Huguenots. ‘The Catholics faid openly, that 
Heaven would never favour Henry's party, while 
he continued 2 heretic, (a fpeech very fenfible after 
all the fuccefles he had met with till this very mo- 
ment !); and that they expofed themfelves to the 
divine malediction, by affociating with this reprobate 
body. From thence, animated by their zeal, they 
formed adefign of taking up all the Huguenots, who 
had been interred indifcriminately with the Catholics, 
and leaving their carcafes a prey to the crows Two 
things hindered the execution of a defign as contra- 


* There cannot be a ftronger roof of the refpeét and deference 
which Heny IV. thought him If oblige’ to fh:w the Marechal Bi- 
ron, than what this prince f id .1e day .o young Chatillon, on a cere 
tain occafion, when he offered me very reafonable advice, but cone 
trary to he mind cf the Marechal: ‘ The goflings,” faid he, 
«© wou d lead the gecfe to the paflure. When vour beard is white, 
“© perhaps you may have acquired fome knowledge. I do not approve 
© of your fpeaking fo freely 3 that belongs only to my father there,” 
pointing 10 Biron, who hadthreavened to retire, ‘? We muft,” pur- 
fued he, embracing him, <‘ go all to his fchool.” Matthieu, vol. 2, 
p. I6. 
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ry to religion as to nature itfelf: the difficulty of 
diftinguifhing the bodies, and fear left the Prote- 
ftants, who compofed two thirds of the army, fhould 
hunk their honour engaged to revenge upon the li- 
ving Catholics an outrage, cecal through a zeal 
for religion, exceeded ail other 
The King, who perceived wee difpofitions on 
both fides, inftead of blaming any particular perfon, 
or fuffering a difcontent to appear, which might in- 
creafe the public broils, affected to fay openly, that 
the misfortune was not fo great as they figured to 
themfelves. In reality, great as it was, it did not 
appear fo coniiderable to this prince as a divifion, 
which, without the greateit addrefs upon his ‘peat, 
might ‘either deprive him of all the Catholics in his 
party, or, on the firft opportunity, fet one half a- 
gainft the other, It was very hard for this prince, 
in the midft of fo many and fuch fenfible difquic- 
tudes, to be obliged to keep all within his cwn 
heart, and fuftitute unworthy compliances in the 
place of abfolute commands : but he was not igno- 
rant that the tone of authority, which has the 
power of fubjecting all men, when it proceeds from 
a man known for his fuperior abilities, has no ef- 
fect upon minds inflamed and difunited by religion. 
He was alfo perfectly fenfible, that after the 
misfortune occafioned by fuch bad condu&, no- 
thing now remained to be done but to raife the fiege 
of Rouen: and he only fought for a plaufible pre- 
tence for doing fo, without awakening at the fame 
time the public diffenfions. He learned therefore 
with great joy, that the Prince of Parma, reinfor- 
ced by the troops of the Duke of Maienne and 
Sfondrate, was returning haftily to give him battle. 
He thought this a favourable opportunity to lefien 
the fhame of raifing the fiege, and to turn againft. 
the common enemy the fury of two parties which 
were rending his army in pieces. 
iti That 
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That he might giin time to abandon his lines 
without coniuiion, and regulate the order of his 
march, he fent Givry to throw himfelf into Neuf- 
Châtel, which the ene ity would be obliged to take 
before they could come to Rouen. ‘This, although 
a place of fufficient ftrength, did not hold out near 
fo long as he had expetted : the caufe of which is 
difficult to be affigned; but the whole blame was 
caft upon Palcheux, who was much weaker, and 
worfe fuftained, than Givry *, although an old offi- 
cer, and diftinguifhed by his actions and his wounds, 
he fuftained all the violence of the ftor m ; and was 
put under arreft at Dieppe, in my opinion, very 
unjuftly. The relations and friends whom the gar- 
rifon of Neuf-Chatel had in the party of the league, 
feemed to me to be the true caufe that the place 
made fo flight a refiftance. It furrendered in the 
middle of March, ‘The King, by his care and di- 
ligence, repaired this misfostune, and drew off his 
troops from Rouen without receiving the leaft 
check +; and putting himfelf at their head, ad- 
vanced without lofs of time to that fide on which 
he knew the Prince of Parma was approaching the 
city. 

On his arrival at a plain, where the enemy’s ar- 
my muft pafs, he waited for it; and as foon as it 
appeared, fent and offered the Prince of Parma 
battle. The Prince accepted it with apparent joy, 
although inwardly he was very averfe. He was a- 
fraid of engaging with a general fuch as he knew 
Henry to be, and of expofing to the event of a 


* Neuf Cha el might have been taken in an hour's time, fays 
Mattiieu ; who neverthelefs, as well as the Duke of Suliy, blamed 
Givry for furrendering without making greatcr refiftance. Val. 2. 
oo LEZ 

+ This fiege cot the King a great many foldiers, In thofe times 
it was reported that he loft 3coo men, and the befizged on!y soo, 
The Earl of Effex chall nged Adm. de Villars to fingle combat, who 
replied, that his quality of Governor forbade him, Sce the Chrors 
Hoven, and Mezerai, 
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battle the reputation of the moft able warrior in 
Europe, which a long feries of great actions had 
acquired him among his partifans. Finding him- 
felf now in fuch a fituation as that he might be for- 
ced to fight, he had recourfe to one of the moft 
artful ftratagems imaginable to avoid it: he caufed 
the beft troops amongft all his battalions to ad- 
vance, and compofed of them a front of battle ; 
igmind which he drew up, as without defign, all his 
cavalry. Under favour of this front of “infantry, 
ordered as ufual for an action, and feeming to 
wait only for the fignal, all his cavalry, the 
remainder of his foot, and the whole baggage, 
entered into the defiles, which ferved for an out- 
let to the enemy’s camp; and, covered by hills 
and bufhes, which the Prince of Parma knew mar- 
velloufly well how to take advantage of, they faw 
themfelves very foon out of reach of the King’s ar- 
my, who were ignorant of all that paffed behind 
the camp. ‘This front of infantry, which had no 
depth, taking the fame route after the others, in 
four and twenty hours all difappeared; nor was i 
poflible, on account of the ground being full of 
narrow ftreights and necks of mountains, to difor- 
der the enemy’s retreat, or to engage with his 
rearguard. 

The Prince of Parma was extremely rejoiced, 
that, without the leaft lofs, he had reached the ve- 
ry gates of Rouen. He knew no perfon would be 
hardy enough to attempt to ftorm him under the 
walls of this city; his defign, therefore, was to 
itay there about fix weeks, which was a fufiicient 
time to refreth his army, and afterwards to march 
back to the Somme by Nenf-Charel, Aumale, St. 
Valery, and Pontdormy; confining all the expedi- 
tions of this campaign to the advantage of putting 
this capital, and the reft of the cities that kept firm 
to the league, out of a condition to apprehend any 
thing from the King’s army. Henry penetrated in- 
: : to 
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to this general’s defigns ; and forbearing obftinately 
to make head againft an army fo advantageoufly 
pofted, fuffered the Prince of Parma to enjoy his 
triumph, and laid another fnare for him. He dif- 
banded his whole army, as if it had now become 
ufelefs to him, or as if he had been conftrained to 
it by neceflity. Part of it was difperfed in Arques, 
Dieppe, Gournai, Andely, Gifors, Magny, and o- 
ther diftant places; and part had Mante, Meulan, 
and the adjoining places for its quarters: the reft 
he fpread about Pont del’ Arche, Evreux, Pafly, 
Vernon, Conches, and Bretenil, and fixed himfelf 
at : ouviers. This conduct was fufliciently juftified 
by appearances : it would not have been long pof- 
fible to have fubfifted a numerous army, had he 
kept them together ; but by the difpofition of his 
quarters, particularly the laft, where he had diftri- 
buted all his beft troops, and by the promife he 
had exacted from his officers to repair to Pont de 
V Arche at the firft order, it was eafy for him to 
reunite his army in a fhort time. ‘This feparation, 
he reckoned, would make the Spanith general per- 
fectly fecure, and furnith him with fome means of 
furprifing him, at leaft in his retreat, 

In effect, the Prince of Parma, fearing that 
Rouen, furrounded by fo large an army, would be 
fpeedily famifhed, and to whom it was reprefented 
that there would be no danger in fpreading himfelf 
over the country, made part of his troops advance 
to Ponteau-demer: D’Hacqueviile delivered up this 
city to him cowardly enough; and the King not 
only feemed to be indifferent about it, but feign- 
ed moreover an ignorance of the enemy’s delign up- 
on Caudebec, which greatly annoyed the city of 
Roven; and neglecting to fend fupplies to La Garde, 
who was governor of it, fuftered this place co be 
taken. He obferved, with extreme pleafure, that 
the enemy, after thefe two conqueits, attracted by 
the conveniency of lodgings and provifions, extend- 

ed 
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ed themfelves along the Seine, below Rouen, as far 
as they could. ‘Lhe Spanifh General, however, 
was not without fufpicion of fome fecret defign in 
this inactivity, fo unufual with Henry; and doubt- 
lefs, had he been the fole commander of this ar- 
my, he would not have hazarded fo much. But 
he repofed himfelf upon the affurances of his col- 
league, the Duke of Maienne, who was then de- 
tained in Rouen, by an indifpofition, that no mif- 
fortune could befal him ; and he believed it, upon 
a fuppoiition that he was better acquainted with the 
ftate and difpofition of the countries. 

The King, finding the enemy contributed of 
themfelves to ferve his defigns, refolved to haften 
their execution. In lefs than cight days he affem- 
bled 20,000 foot and 8009 horie, with whom he 
{peedily advanced to Varicarville and Fontaine-le- 
bourg. All the paflages between Rouen and Cau- 
debec he {hut up, and began with revenging him- 
felf completely for the taking this place and Ponteau- 
demer, by cutting off from the troops which were 
there, all communication with the body of the ar- 
my, which put them wholly into his difcretion. 
He afterwards came in perfon with 10,coo foot and 
3090 troopers, to attack, without delay, the ene- 
my’s vanguard, commanded by the Duke of Guite. 
The furprife into which his fudden arrival threw 
this troop, rendered the conqueft of them eafy. 
The Duke’s fquadrons were broke through at the 
firft onfet, and he was obliged to fly with precipi- 
tation towards the body of the battalions, leaving 
with a great number of the flain, all the baggage, 
which was confiderable, in the power of the van- 
quifher. 

The Prince of Parma, ftruck as with a thunder- 
bolt at this news, applied himfelf wholly to fecu- 
ring his other quarters, by placing the Duke of 
Guife at Yvetot, and in fortifying the camp, in 
which he lodged his difperfed troops, on all fides. 

He 
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He was defirous of quartering all the army there ; 
but as this camp was too imall to contain it, he 
commanded the reft not to remove far from it, to 
guard their pofls with great care, and to keep them- 
telves very clofe. After this precaution, which he 
did not think fufficient, to fupport all the lodge- 
ments fpread around his camp, he pofted 3c00 
men in a wooed which bounded them, fortified this 
wood all round with intrenchments, and joined it 
by a line of communication with the camp. ‘The 
laft ftep the King had taken made him extremely 
formidable to the Prince of Parma; bur this prince 
thought to efcape him by his great forefight, and 
diligence in going where-ever his prefence was ne- 
ceflary: he was again miftaken. The next day the 
King ordered the Baron of Biron to attack the 
wood with a body of 80co infantry, compofed of 
an equal number of Englifh, Dutch, and Germans, 
to animate them by emulation to excel each other, 
and caufed them to be fupported by 600 troopers, 
completely armed ‘The attack lafted three hours; 
at the end of which the wood was carried Thofe 
who defended it, feeing themfelves broke through, 
fled in diforder to the fortified camp, after having 
loft above 800 of their men. ‘Their flight expofed 
the createft part of the lodgments, particularly that 
of Yvetot, where the Prince of Parma thought he 
had inclofed, as in a place of afylum. the Duke of 
Guife, with the fame vanguard that had been fo 
badly handled already, Henry, as if he had a per- 
{onal hatred to the Duke of Guife, haftened to re- 
connoitre the quarter of Yvetot; and judging by the 
alarm, and the confufed cries he heard there, that 
their confternation was not yet over, he fell upon 
this quarter with 400 muiketeers and 1000 foot, 
armed with piftol: and halberts. and attacked it in 
feveral places at once. The Prince of Parma, who 
had not expected fuch rapid execution, faw his whole 
vanguard upon the point of being put to the fword; 
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and taking counfel only of neceffity, ran thither 
himfeif, and vigoroufly fuftained our efforts, till 
the troops of this whole quarter had gained the 
fortified camp. He loft there 7 or 800 men, al- 
moft all private foldiers. The greateft misfortune 
was, that in this action, wherein he behaved like 
a man who knew as well how to fight as to com- 
mand, he received a very dangerous wound in the 
arm. 

Night approached before this battle was ended. 
The King, inftead of taking any reft after a day fo 
well improved, employed the night wholly in pre- 
paring himfelf tor greater advantages. Judging 
therefore, that the enemy’s army, numerous in- 
deed, and covered with intrenchments, yet dif- 


* The little reliance one can have on the exattnefs of thefe mili- 
tary details which the hiftorians give ns, is fhewn particularly in this; 
in which [ have obferved a great many contrad:ctions amongft them, 
with regard to the incampmencs, and the number and date of the 
encounters, The author of thefe Memoirs relates all thefe expedi- 
tions in {uch a manner, that he fecms to allow but three or four days 
for a¢tions which could not, and were not, performed in lefs ihan 
three weeks. He can no otherwife be iuftified, than by fuppofing 
that he intended to give a flight notion only of this campaign. D’Au- 
bigné, either becaufe he was ignorant of the facts, or had no Jefign 
to relate them minutely, gives room for the fame miftake, seur 
Memoirs, vol, 3. book 3. c. 15 Trisin De Thou, Davila, Matth:eu, 
Cayet, and the Memoirs of the league for 1592, that we muft look 
for them; although, as T have juft faid, their relations differ in many 
circunftances. According to the Memoirs of the league, which, in 
my op-nion, merit moft to be creded, the King defeated the Duke 
of Guf- on the 28ch of April, and another body of troops on the 
tft of May; onthe g'h attacked the fortifications bef. re the camp 5 
and on the roth, at five o'clock in the morning, began the great at- 
tack, in which the Prince of Parma received this dangerous wound, 
vol. 5. De Thon will have it, that it was at the taking of Caude, 
bec that the Prince of Parma was wounded, ard hat he did not pafs 
the Seine till the 22d of May. Book 103. Caye is of the fame 
opinion ; vol. 2. b.4. p. 82, et feqq. Matthieu blames Henry IV. 
for not taking the Duke of Maienne prifoner at ‘he tkirmith of Yve- 
tot, and, with as litte reafon, for avoiding a dec:fiv- batle p, Ico- 
The King is by fome others ac-ufed of {ill greater fauls, in being 
ignorant ot the P ince of P rma`s preparations to pafs the river, and 
with not knowing how to prevent him, 


Wow... Li mayed 


256 MEMOIRS Pook lV, 


mayed, ,and half vanquifhed, would keep clofe 
within their camp, where their number would huit 
them more than it could ferve them, he heñtatcå 
not a moment in undertakiag to force it. That 
readinefs which governed all the actions of this 
prince, was in him not only the efieét of nature, 
but the fruit of reading, in particular the lives of 
Cxfar and Scipio, whom he ftudied preferably to 
all the conquerors of antiquity te drew out in 
the night fix pieces of cannon, which he pointed 
againit the fortification of the camp, that he might 
make ufe of them at the dawn of day. He vifited 
his whole army ; and kept it in fuch a difpofition, 
that it might be drawn out at this hour at the fame 
place, in order of battle. Klis commands were 
executed with the greateft exaétnefs: his former 
fucceffes gave an authority to all his words, that 
mide the moft mutinous docile. 

Here I cannot refufe all my praifes to the Prince 
of Parma for an action, which, in my opinion, can 
never be fufficiently admired. His camp was be- 
tween Rouen and Caudebec, at fome diftance from 
the Seine, over which, in all that interval, there 
was not any bridge; yet the next morning there 
was nothing to be found any longer in this camp. 
All the troops who lay there, if I may {peak fo, 
heaped one upon another, thofe that were in Cau- 
debec, and, in general, all that were fpread about 
the neighbourhood of it, had tranfported them- 
felves to the other fide of the river. Can it ap- 

ar otherwife than a fable, or an illufion? Scarce 
could the King and his army believe their own 
eyes? 

. The Prince of Parma had forefeen the King’s 
refolution to attack him in his camp the next day; 
and he did not donbt, after what had pafied, but 
it would be forced, and his whole army delivered 
up to the mercy of the vitors. A forfight ufe- 


lefs, and only productive of defpair to any other, 
whofe 
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whofe prudence had not beforchand provided a re- 
fource. But, notwithftanding all the Duke of 
Maienne’s reprefentations, he had not delivered 
himfelf np fo entirely to that fecurity he would have 
infpired him with, as to negle&t any means that 
might extricate him from a bad ftep, if it fhould 
happen that he fhould be one day inveigled in a 
country where there were few refources, as on the 
borders of the Seine below Rouen.’ 

‘Thefe meafures had been to provide himfelf fe- 
cretly with all the boats he could find, which he 
caufed to be brought near Caudebec. It was to 
this precaution, which few generals had been capa- 
ble of, that the Prince of Parma owed the fafety 
of his troops, and the prefervation of his: glory, of 
his reputation, and perhaps of his life. He caufed 
thefe boats to be laid over the river in the night ; 
and notwithftanding the diforder of his camp, “and 
the inconvenience arifing from his wound,’ he gave 
fuch gcod orders, that a bridge was built that very 
night, over which his whole army and baggage paff- 
ed fecurely. This we received particular informa- 
tion of the next day at Caudebec, which furrendered 
as focn as we approached, He only deferves the 
— ion of a confummate warrior, who, before 

a battle, is as cautious as if he was perfuaded he 
dhoii be conquered, and in it behaves as if he was 
{fure of conquering, 

On the King’s fide, the firft moment only was 
loft in furprife; all the others were employéd in ta- 
king fpeedy meafures to deprive the Spanifh general 
of part of the fruits of his dexterity. Henry, af- 
ter having well confidered his si ie and remo- 
ved all doubts of fuccefs from his own mind, held 
a council of war, and there propofed to pafs his 
army over Pont de PArche, or at Vernon, and 
purfue the enemy without lofs of time. Some of 
us, though indeed a very fmall number, fupported 
this fentiment as it deferved. If it had been fol- 

ae lowed, 
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lowed, this campaign had perhaps been the laft of 
the war. But one may fay, that the Prince of Par- 
ma, having done more than could have been ex- 
pected from humanity, obliged fortune now to come 
over to his fide; for, upon the propofal of march- 
ing the army to Pout de l’Arche, a cry was raifed 
in the council, and a kind of general mutiny, as if 
the King had made the moft unreafonable propofi- 
tion in the world The Catholics, the Proteftants, 
and toreigners, feemed to outvie each other in fearch- 
ing for difficulties to oppofe it: they cried, that the 
Prince of Parma’s army, being in a level country, 
might reach the gates of Paris * in four or five days; 
whereas it would be as long before we could even 
gain Pont de ? Arche. They reprefented to the 
King, that the way through which they muft pafs 
being full of forefts, mountains, and defiles, the 
amy could reach the rendezvous but in fmall divi- 
fions ; and that, although it fhould have time to 
come up with that of the league, the fatigue of fo 
troublefome a march would make it impoflible for 
them to attack it. Ina word, they all treated this 
p opofal, in itfelf fo fenfible, as a defign equally 
ridiculous and chimerical. 

The King, more enraged at the fecret intentions 
of thofe who talked to him in this manner, than 
the purport of their difcourfe, could not hinder 
himfelf from replying, with fome bitternefs, that 
all thefe difficulties were only unfurmountable to 
thofe to whom fear, and a diflike of fatigue, made 
them appear fo. He made it evidently appear, that 
they might reach Pont de l Arche in two days, and 
Vernon in four, from whence they might continu- 
ally fend detachments of 4 or 500 horie, to retard 
the Prince of Parma’s march;.to which alfo the 


* It is acknowledged by De Thou, that the King might have ftopt 
this army, by fending his cavalry to fhut up the paflage to Pont de- 
PArche, Ic is very unjuftly, as we find here, that he charges Hen- 
ry 1V. with this error. .. 

many 
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many obftacles he would meet with would contri- 
bute, fuch as the paflage over the river of Eure; 
Louviers, Paffy, Maintenon, Nogent le Roi, and 
Chartres, all being fufficient to oblige him to go 
greatly out of his way: that the enemy had no 
bridge open to them but thofe of Aquigny, Coche- 
rel, Serify, and two or three others which lay out 
of their road, and that it would not be impoffible 
to break or burn part of thefe bridges, before the 
enemy arrived. 

Thefe reafons rendered the thing not only plau- 
fible, but palpable; and it may be faid, that the ge- 
neral officers, by refufing to yield to them, refifted 
reafon with full conviction. And this naturally fug- 
gefts two reflections: Firft, how it happened, that 
a prince, who in all his expeditions made ufe of 
mercenaries, picked up here and there, of different 
countries, manners, religions and interefts, often 
a very fmall number, and always ready to mutiny, 
fhould be able to perform what is related of him in 
his hiftory.” ‘Che fecond is, what this prince would 
have ‘done, if, inftead of fuch troops, he had had a 
confiderable number of foldiers under his command, 
docile, united, difciplined, obedient to his will, con- 
ftantly attached to his perfon, and willing to facri- 
fice their lives for him; in a word; fuch troops as 
thofe conquerors had, who have been fo highly ex- 
alted? If thefe reflections are not made every time 
they offer, it is becanfe there is ground for them in 
every page: and, befides, no one can be ignorant, 
that we fhould judge very ill of merit and abilities 
by the fuccefs, if we did not at the fame time judge 
of the fuccefs by the obftacles. 

It is fcarce poffible to conceive a reafon for that 
invincible obftinacy which the gencral officers in the 
King’s army difcovered upon this occafion, in oppo- 
fing fo wife.an advice, unlefs it was owing to that 
fame difpofition of minds which I have juft now 
mentioned. If a {mall number of French Protetft- 
— ants 


254 MEMOIRS Book IV. 


ants be excepted, whofe fidelity was unqueftionable, 
and moft of the Englifh troops, who feemed to act 
fincerely, all the reft of the King’s army,, Proteit- 
ants, Cotholics, and foreigners, ferved him with- 

out affection, often with regret, and perhaps withed 
more than they feared that he ae kg fuffer fome 
confiderable lofs = Notwith{tanding this difeftection 
to their leader, there were occafions when all thefe 
perfons were as it were ferced to fecond him, and 
to do their duty Such had been the attack of the 
Duke of Guife, thè encounter at the wood, and the 
battle that followed it. Such would have been the 
attack of the Prince of Parma’s camp, if he had 
waited for us; for at that time all the King’s ope- 
rations, which he knew well how to connect with 
each other,, were executed ‘with fuch rapidity, 
that he did not fuffer their courage, when once 
heated, to have time to cool, nor rheit minds time 
to return to their firft fafhion of thinking.. More- 
over, the conduct of a {mall number of brave men 
is alone fufficient to raife emulation in a whole ar- 
my, and force it to follow their example, when 
they are once engaged: but this fiercenefs, and this 
ardor, once abated, their former ideas awakened, 
more ftrongly, and they were fo much the more 
capable of imbittering their minds, as they then 
became fenfible that they had done the very con- 
trary of what they intended to do. 

Unhappily the chiefs of the royal army were oc- 
cupied in this wicked train of refieétion, when the 
King made a motion to purfue the Prince of Par- 
ma. The Catholics, who had a little time before 
publicly declared, that they were refolved to with- 
draw their affiftance, if the King did not abjure Cal- 
vinifm, within a certain term which they pasiewiied 
to him, and to reunite themfelves with the reft of 
France, there to appoint a King of their own reli- 
gion: thefe Catholics, I fay, could not relifh a pro- 
ject, which, by making the King mafter of his ene- 
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mies, would put him into a condition of giving thcm 
law, initead of receiving it from them. 

‘The Huguenots, who reared this change of reli- 
gion as much as the Catholics endeavoured to en- 
hance the neceflicy of it, took umbrage at every 
thing, and always thought they were upon the point 
of being facriticed, fo long as the King did not fa- 
crifice to them that intereit that made him court 
the Catholics. ‘Through an apprehenfion that, by 
exterminating the league, they fhould only labour 
for the Catholics againtt th. mlelves, th- y the more 
eatily accommodated themfelves to a ftate which 
would at leaft leave the balance even, and render 
them neceflary : and, in cafe the King fliould one 
day forfake their religion, they were refoived to 
take fuch meafures beforehand, as might make them 
be feared both by the Catholics, and by him whom 
they gave them for a mafter. 

Thefe precautions were, to procure fo great a 
number of towns to'be yielded to them, to obtain 
fuch favourable ediéts, and fo many other affuran- 
ces, that the King, although a Catholic, fhould find 
it his policy and “his intereft to be wel! with then. 
It was towards this end that the Duke of Bouillon, 
who was the principal mover of the party, diretted 
all his views, and to which he made the ¢ or 600 
German horfe under his command fubfervient. 
On the flighteft occafion of difcontent, or rather‘on 
the firft caprice, they broke into murmurs, and 
threatened as they did then, that they would return 
immediately to Germany. The I King, being obliged 
to behave in fuch a manner as to "fatisfy equally 
fuch oppolire parties, was greatly pee by his 
endeavours to choak thefe leeds of divilion: he was 
defirous of avoiding 3n open rupture, or at teaft of 
protractiag is, till be fhould be out of danger, It 
was this perplexity thit reduced him to pone oe 
and proceedings, very prejudicial to the Mate of his 
aMlirs. 


n 
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There is no labyrinth like this complication of 
interefts which divided the different parties that 
compofed the King’s army I have yet but touched 
upon the fmalleft part The Catholics, befides their 
common object, bad each of them a particular in- 
tereft, which was, to make Henry purchafe their 
perfonal fervices very dear; and he was convinced, 
that, without this fatisfaction, they would not bring 
affairs to a general conclufion. The interefts of 
the French Calvinifts were not entirely the fame 
with thofe of the foreign Protcftants. ‘There were 
certain times when the Englifh, who alone were 
united, agreed among themfelves, that, in all the 
dangers they were expofed to, they were actuated 
by a principle of generofity, which, whatever turn 
alfairs might take, would bring them no advantage ; 
and, while this reflection emploved their minds, 
they would look upon themfelves as madmen, who 
facrificed their lives purely to gratify the paflions of 
foreigners, and demand leave to retire, as they did 
upon this occafion, when they abfolutely refufed to 
engage beyond the Seine, feeing neither any fecu- 
rity nor refource for them in a country fo diftant 
from the fea. To exafperate them more, and to 
ftrengthen their fufpicions, the Catholics feized thofe 
moments to perfuade them, that the King’s abjura- 
tion was become a point abfolutely neceflary. 

With regard to the other foreigners, who acted 
only as they were paid, d’O, and thefe fame Ca- 
tholics, had a fecret equally fhort and infallible, and 
they made ufe of it frequently: this was to keep 
the King in want of money. Therefore, when the 
Swifs and German horfe were afked if they would 
purfue the Prince of Parma, they replied only by 
demanding their pay; protefting, that if it was not 
inftantly given them, they would not pafs the river, 
but to return home, or to engage in the fervice of 
the league. 

Even the Spaniards, the King’s declared enemies, 

I had 
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had alfo their intrigues, and took part in this prince’s 
affairs. At this very ume they made a propofal to 
him, not only to withdraw their troops, but even 
to lend them to him, to ferve him againft the 
league, in a word, to put the crown upon his head, 
provided he would yield Burgundy and Britany to 
them for ever. In order to affift the King to van- 
quith thefe {cruples which the making fuch liberality 
might raife in his mind, they recalled to his remem- 
brance the example of Francis I. who, they faid, 
in a fituation lefs prefling, had abandoned to them 
the * fovereignty of Flanders and Artois; and that 
of Henry II. who had given Spain more towns + 
than were contained in thefe two provinces. ‘The 
King had fufficient reafon to believe, that a nego- 
tiation fo unfeafonable was a piece of Spanith arti- 
fice, in the tafte of Hagemau, which tended only 
to create more confufion, and render him fufpected 
both by the Proteftants and Catholics; but, altho’ 
this propofition had been really fincere, he had a 
motive for rejecting it infinitely ftronger, which was 
the implacable hatred he bore to Spain, and the 
houfe of Auftria. 

At laft, even the league, for fome view or other, 
entered into the refolutions that were in the King’s 
council, Villeroi, Jeannin, Zamet, and others, of- 
fered Henry, in the name of the league, to give 
him the crown upon certain conditions. It is very 
difficult to guefs the true motive of this ftep: whe- 


* By the treaty which was pafled during the imprifonment of this 

prince at Madrid, Feb. 25. 1526, Francis I. refigned his claim there 
likewife to the duchies of Burgundy and Mi‘an, to the kingdom of 
Naples, &c.; but this treaty was declared null by the S.stes of the 
kingdom uffembled t Cognac. 
_ t By the weaty of Cu ateau-Cambrefis, in January 1559, after the 
battie of St. Quentin, for three cities o Jy of Ham, Cavelet, and St. 
Quentin, France yi lded to Spain and er allies more shan 150 forti- 
fied places. The Conftable Montmorency’s ‘e:k ufy of the Duke of 
Guife, and his ea-ernefs to be freed from his confinement, made him 
patch up this treaty, ‘at which the whole kingdom murmured. 
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ther difeuft at the haughtinefs and infolence of the 
Spaniards, an artifice to procure new supplies, or a 
poi to alienate ine Proteftants from the King. 

he only evidence of the ñncerity of this propoli- 
tion, was the very hard conditions that were an- 
nexed to it: I thall foon have cccation to expatiate 
upon this fubjec, 

‘The leaft confequence of this chaos cf views and 
interefis was the foreading over every alien ia 
penetrable obfcuriy, and creating in cvery mind 
jeaiouly anddiftrnt It is:indeed iurpriting, ther, 
after this, the Proteftants and Catholics could live 
together in the fame camp, without expoting the 
King to the grief of fecing them mutiny, or of 
cutting one another’s throats, ‘Fhofe who in a 
prince fought what is termed policy, might her 
find ample room to praife the prudence of a King 
who kept fo many jarring intercfts united, and to 
admire his difcernment in diftinguilhing thofe who 
acted with fidelity towards him: nor ought it to 
país unobferved, as a finifhing ftroke, that fo many 
fecret movements prefented to view an outfide tran- 
quil and uniform, Falfehood aflumed all the fem- 
blance of truth, and enmity concealed itfelf under 
the matk of friendfhip. ‘Thofe who pretended the 
greateit affection to the King, either betrayed him, 
or laboured only to advance their own intereft. 

It would be ufelefs to diffemble, that the Ma- 
rechal de Biron often played this game, either 
through malice at being refufed the government of 
Rouen, or defire of protracting the war*, or a dif- 
pofition that tock pleafure in creating over all dif- 
cord and confufion. He was never known to agree 
with the general opinion, or to yield to the King’s 
inclinations. He inceffantly contradicted, either 


Z ‘(What then, rafcal |! weul?ft theu feed us to plant eabbages for 
< Biron ? ° fald this marechal to his fon, who propofed to him an ex- 
pedient to finifi the wer at one blow, Perefixe, part 2. ibid. 


for 
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for the pleafure of contradicting, or for that of ob- 
liginexevery onetomerbrace hiss@pinton. in the 
cour acil, when the quettion that has oceafioned this 
digrefiion was debated, he was neither for purfuing 
the Yencmy, nometergtayimeg im „Normandy : gle 
thought it was neceflary to go before and wait for 
the Prince of Parma on the frontiers of Picardy, 
through which he would be obliged to pafs in his 
Pern to Flanders Agpnoegh fing: ularly chimeri- 
cal, which was immediately applauded by the Pro- 
teftants, who were fubjected to all the inclinations 
of this marechal. 

The King faw plainly, that all efforts to retain 
fuch di fcontented troops in his fervice would be in 
vain. ‘the campaign was drawing towards an end, 
and a fiege fo long and fatiguing as that of Rouen 
made the foldiers extremely detirous of repofe. The 
King was refolved to grant it them: he followed 
that maxim, Ihat a prince fhould always have the 
appearance Omecms voluntarily seven winrar ‘he is 
conitrained to do. He {poke to thé foreigners, who 
Daed to recurn home, and gave them permiftion. 
He diftributed all the money he had amongtt them, 
leaving himfelf without any to fupply his mof effen- 
tial expences: and though they were not yoy 

fatisfied in this refpećt, yet they had reafon to be 
eased witht the noble manner in whithshe praifed 
@eeeeankecd themtcr their fervices. As he had 
left Normandy in peace. and (except Rouen, anda 
few other cities) entirely reduced under his obe- 
dience; and as there was no reafon to apprehend, 
that the army of the league would come thither 
foon, he permitted all the officers of his army, 
as well Catholics as Proteftants, to rethre. Yo their 
habitations ; and, to lay the Marecha! de Biron un- 
der a neceffity of not abandoning him with his Pro- 
eftants, which, after this permiffion, he forcfaw 
he would do, he deciared, that he would abide by 
his advice, and ina few days would fet forwards to 
Kk 2 Picardy ; 
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Picardy; not that he really entered into ‘this ma- 
rechal’s views, but as he had not yet fhewn himfelf 
in that province, nor in Champagne, he thought it 
neceflary to make himfelf known there, and to en- 
deavour to conciliate the affections of the people 
towards him. A more fecret motive * contributed 
to favour and confirm this refolution; and Biron, 
who knew and flattered the King’s weaknefles, drew 
from thence his beft reafon. 


ESSE SED En TOL Esato RECT EEEE ECE STOLE 
BOOK We 


Witte the King, with a few Proteftants, pur- 

fued the road to Picardy, the Prince of 
Parma loft not a moment in regaining Paris, from 
whence, without any difficulty, he returned to Flan- 
ders, but little fatisfied with his campaign, difcon- 
tented to the laft degree with the league and its 
chiefs, and much troubled at a wound which he 
perceived was incurable. 

It is in general and particular hiftories that a de- 
tail of all that was performed this year, and the 
preceding, in different places of the kingdom, muft 
be fought for. ‘The attack of St. Dennis +, where 
the Chevalier d’ Aumale loft his life; the taking Ste- 
nay and Dun, in Lorrain; the defeat of the Sieur 


* His paflion for Mademoifelle d’FEftrées. Ile fometimes ftole 
from his arrny to go and fee her, He once diiguifed himfelf like'a 
country-man, paffed through the mi ft of the enemy’s guards, and 
came to her houfe, net without running the riik of being taken. 
Notes upon the Henriade. 


F Claude de Lorrain, knight of the patrol St. John of Jerufalem, 
having forprifed tais city at the head of a body of tro psin the fervice 
of Te league, De Vie ran and beat him back. The Chevalier d'Au- 
male was kiiled in this encounter, ; 


d@’Amblife, 
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d’Amblife, with the Duke of Bouillon’s f other 
martial exploits, either before or after his marriage; 
the lofs of the battle of Cr on*; the defeat of the 
Sieur de la Guerche, and the blockade of Poitiers, 
are the principal actions, to which an infinite num- 
ber of others in Provence, Dauphiné, and Poitou, 
may beadded. From the departure of the Prince 
of Parma, to the negotiations which preceded the 
King’s coronation, many things happened worthy 
of remark, and may likewife be found there. Ihave, 
in another place, juftified my filence in all thefe re- 
{pects, and the liberty I allow myfelf of fpecifying 
only the moft important facts; among which are 
thofe that regard the Count of Soiffons, and the 
Duke of Fpernon; and even upon thefe the narra- 
tion I have juft made has not pen i me to €x- 
patiate, 

The Count of Soiffons, Sit having abandoned 
the King’s party, and been at open variance with 
him at Bearn, ftill retained hopes of marrying the 
Prince's, his fifter, of whofe affections he always 
remained mafter By the death of Henry HI. to 
whom he had laft attached himfelf, he was left in 
the King’s army. whom he ferved without affection, 


t The Du-e of Bouillon trok Srenay the fime day that his nup- 
tials were celebra ed, Afticanusd’Arglured Amblife, general of the 
trocps of Lorraia, coming to attack Beaumont in Argonne, a city 
thiee lesgues from Sedan, which the Duke of Bouillon had taken from 
the Duke of Lorrain, Bouillon defeated his troops ungerthe walls of 
the piace, and D’Amblife was flain. 

* This battle was fought before the city of Craon in Anjou, which 
was then befieged by the rovalift troops; they were compoted of 
French, Englifh, and Germans, to the number of 7 or Roco men, 
commanded by the Duke of Mentpenfier, the Prince of Conty, the 
Duke of Damville, &c. who were defeatea by the Duke of Mer- 
ceur, at the head of the Spanifh troops, and thofe of the league. A- 
bout the fame time, George de la Villequier, V. fcount de la Guerthe, 
attempting to pafs tne Vienne, a river in Poitou, was defeated at the 
head of afmall hody of troops of the league, and himfelf drowned ia 
the river, Sve a relation of the blocade of Poitiers, and the feveral 
fkirmithes before this city, in d'Aubigné, vol. 3. book 3. c. 31, For 
all thefz expeditions confult likewite the hiforians above cited. 


and 
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and only till he had refolved upon fome new pro- 
ject, or till fome occafion favourable to his love pi e- 
fented idelf, He thought he found one in the liege 
of Rouen, an enterprife, in his opinion, of too 
much importance to aiford the King Icilure to oc- 
cupy himfelf in other affairs, He feigned a journey 
to Nogent, and, flealing away from the camp, 
went fecretly, and with the uunoft expedition, to 
ECE in order to accomplith his marriage there 
unknown to Henry. But he was one of thofe per- 
fons whofe moft inconfiderable actions were ftrictly 
obierved by the King. ‘This prince pencusa irig in- 
to the Count’s defigns, fent fuch orders there, that 
the Count, upon his arrival at Bearn, found dae 
Princefs Catharine indeed in the moft favourable dif- 
pofitions towards him, and tome fay that fhe had 
herfelf folicited him to take this journey: but it 
was quite otherwife with the council, which the 
King had eftabiithed, in his abfencc, to condué this 
province. ‘The Sieur de Pangeas, Whon Sm ame 
head of this council, made head againft him, fhewed 
him the orders he had received from the King, rai- 
fed the country upon him, and obliged him at laft 
to return to France, with the diferace of having 
failed in his attempt; for which the Count could 
take no other vengeznce on Pangeas, than by throw- 
ing him down a ftair-cafe one day, when he met 

TOE aa apiriments at Pontoi 
By all thele ftrokes the Count of Soifion’s cha- 
acter may be ealily underfteod ; to mimiiiiiuiei pie= 
tere; Tenie be added, "Time ee never was a more 
biind or more boundlefs ambition. ‘fo him all new 
events appear ed as io many = whereby to arrive 
at his ends, and engaged him ia new meatures, 
which threw him at 10 much the greater diltance 
trom them, as he imagmed he appr roached nearer. 
He himfelf knew not well the object his withes aim- 
ed at; reftlefs, uneaiy, aud jealous, his ambition 
was fed by cvery thing, and drew advantage from 
nothing. 
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nothing. Nature had given him qualitics quite con- 
trary to thofe of the King ; he refembled him nei- 
ther in humour nor manners. ‘The King was open 
and frank; the Count of Soifions, to a mind natu- 
rally dry and improvident, added an efie€tual phlegm, 
and all that is defpicabie in diffimulation. He en- 
deavoured to impofe upon the world an affumed fe- 
riouinefs for an air of grandeur ; laboured to appear 
impci jonah, and Mirco the frozen countenance 
which falfe = y wears for refpet. Pomp and 
apparel was perfectly his tafte : in a word, ambi- 
tion had taken aion cf his heart, and his whole 
exterior conduct was made up of ceremonials and 
formality. ‘The near affinity this character bore to 
that of the Spaniards in general, was perhaps the 
fource of that antipathy the King conceived for 

him, and which he could never furmount. 
As for the Duke of Epernon *, ambition was not 
his 


# John Lewis de Nogaret de la Valette, Duke of Epernon, Colo- 
nel-General of France, Governor of Ginenne, Metz, and the county 
of Meffin. We ded in 1642, aged 88 years; and, as the author of 
his life obferves, he was the olde duke and peer of France, the ol- 
deft officer of the crown, general of an army, governor of a province, 
knight of any order, and counfeller of ftate, and almoft the oldett 
man of rank in his time. He was called the ¢* King’s wardrobe, te- 
caute of the great number of pofts which he polefed in this prince’s 
houfehold. ‘There is recorded a very fine anfwer of his to Henry IV. 
who one day, in anger, reproached him with not loving him. The 
Deke of Epernon, favs his hiforian, without being furpri‘ed at the 
King’s rage, anfwered cooly, but with great gravity, “f Sire, vour 
CG Majefty tas not a more faithful fervant than myfelf in the king- 
** dom: I would rather die, than fail in the leaft part of my duty to 
“ you; but, Sire, as for fiienathip, your Majelty well knows that ts 
“only to be acquired by friendthip.”” The King, who equally knew 
how to admire great actions, and E CE kind, e aN eca all 
his Jad gnation into efteem, &c, Life of the Duke of Eperacn, 
Paez The character which is here g-ven of him by the Duke of 
ea. is rather too difadvantageous; however, it would not be caly 
to reture what he fys, All the hiflorians agree with him, in char- 
ging the Duke cf Escrnon with a boundlefs ambition: and his cor- 
relpondeuce with Spain is proved by feveral letters of the Cardinal 
d'Offat. As for his extraction, *¢ Patrem,” fays Bu bequius, “ ha. 


** buit bello cgregium, avum tabellionem five notatium.” Epift. 17. 
Oa 
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his only and predominant paffions; he was likewife 
actuated by an unconquerable pride; an info- 
lence, or rather a natural ferocity, which fhewed 
idelf at the firft inftant. Ambition, ’tis faid, 
make ufe of various methods to accomplifh its de- 
figns. Epernon, upon this footing, could not be 
an ambitious man; for he knew only one way, 
which was that haughtinefs by which he expected 
to carry all before him. Inaword, ambition was, 
in him, but a natural love of independence, infpired 
by hirdnetfs of heart, mifanthropy, and a prefump- 
tion that made him confider himfelf above conde- 
fcenfion and recompenfe. He hated the King, be- 
caufe he hated the whole world; and, without 
doubt, there were many moments when he was not 
too well fatisfied with himfelf. A conftant difobe- 
dience to his fuperiors,an ungainly intercourfe with 
his equals, and a cruel and unfupportable conduct 
towards his inferiors, make up the reft of this cha- 
racter. 

Epernon, finding that his enterprifes had not the 
fucceis his pride had promifed him, was obliged to 
alter his behaviour, and fometimes, though but fel- 
dom, behaved courteoufly to thofe whom he 
might have occafion for; but even his very carefles 
(if that phrafe may be allowed when {peaking of him) 
had a fort of fpleen and contempt in them: fo that 
if he hated the world, he was equally hated by it: 
no one ferved him from any other motive than 
fear, which was the caufe that, with great difpo- 
fitions for war, and in a fituation which might have 
made them ufeful, he ruined his affairs. Provence 
and Dauphiné held for him, and for La-Valette his 
brother. Thefe provinces, whofe governor, be- 


On the contrary, according to Father Vaiffette, he defcended from 
William de Nogaret, famous for his quarrels with the Pope in the 
rcizn cf Philip le Bel. Coafalt likewife our genealogists. 
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fore him, had been the grand prior *, the natural 
brother of their three laft Kings, defpifed him firft 
for his extraction, and hated him after for his cru- 
elty. They were rejoiced when Epernon (who, 
when Henry III: was living, would not remove far 
from the court) fent them La-Valette in his ftead, 
who made himfelf agreeable to Provence, and fer- 
ved the King with fidelity, Henry HI. becoming 
acquainted with the true character of his favourite, 
began to be apprehenfive of him himfelf; he dif- 
graced Epernon, and had thoughts even of putting 
him under an arreft at Angouleme. La-Valette; 
on this occafion loft his government ; but all was 
reftored to him after the murder of the Duke of 
Guile, which laid Henry III. under the neceffity of 
ftrengthening himfelf with every one whom hecould 
engage in his party, at any price whatever. After 
the death of this prince, Epernon, whofe vanity 
would not fuffer him to obey the King of Navarre, 
quitted him at Pontoife, notwithftanding all the in- 
ftances he made him by itel. de Bellegarde and 
Roquelaure to return, and all the prayers he himfelf 
employed, To oppofe a King was a circumftance 
too flattering to his pride, and in his government 
of Provence he forgot nothing that might contri- 
bute to it. He was the firft amongft the nobility 
to dign the King of Navarre’s exclufion from the 
crown. It will not be rafh to judge, by Epernon, 
of the fincerity of this motive cf religion, with 
which it was then ordinary to cloak themfelves, in 
withdrawing from lawful authority. 

The remainder of the Duke of Epernon’s hiftory 
will give a fuperficial knowledge of the affairs of the 
provinces in the fouth of France Hc there expe- 
rienced great reverfes : the two brothers aflifting 
each other mutually, were often worfted, and could 
not prevent three or four confiderable parties from 

* Henry, Count d’Angouleme, fon of Henry II, and of —— Li- 
vingfton, a Scotch lady. 
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being formed in Dauphine and Provence, whick 
oppoted them there, without reckoning one in each 
of the great towns, which endeavoured to make 
themfelves independent. ‘The Duke of Savoy, and 
the Duke of Nemours his brother, carried on in- 
trigues there; and their party became very power- 
ful, after the King of Spain had permitted the Duke 
of Savoy, who was his fon-in-law, and whom he 
vigoroufly fupported, to be acknowledged Count of 
Provence, and hold this fief of his crown. In the 
midit of their fuceefles, thefe two princes met with 
a formidable adverfary, that ftopped them in their 
career, and reduced their party to ineffectual me- 
naces. This was Lefdignieres, remarkable for his 
valour and good fortune againft the Duke of Savoy. 
He always continued faithtul to the King, and could 
never be reproached with having appropriated to 
himfelf the fruits of his actions, nor of having co- 
veted the fovereignty of Dauphiné. Perhaps he only 
wifhed that the King might long have occafion for 
his affiftance, and nevey come into this province. 
Meff. de Montmorency and d’Ornano gave much 
ftrength to this party. The others were formed by 
the Duke of Joyeute, the Countefs of Sault, and 
the Count of Carces, with the Sieur de Vins. 
Lewis d` Aix and Cajoux, Ligny, Martinengue, and 
many others, raifed tumults there, and filled thefe 
countries with divifion and carnage ; but their fac- 
tion did not yet extend itfelf beyond the bounds of 
one city. La-Valette was hardly able to fupport 
himfelf longer in Dauphiné, when he was flain at 
the fiege of a little inconfiderable town. ‘The Duke 
of Epernon immediately invaded this government: 
for form’s fake, he demanded latters-patent for it 
from the King, who durft not refufe them to him; 
but upon this, inftead of quelling all thefe different 
parties, he went thither only to makea new one, 
upon which the King had as little reafon to depend 
as upon any of the others, One may judge of this, 
k T by 
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by what paffed at the fiege of Villemur, the only 
action which I fhall particularife from memoirs, the 
authenticity of which I can warrant. 

The Duke of Joyeufe, a zealous partizan of the 
league in Languedoc, having drawn together 5 or 
6000 foot and 8 or gco horfe, inthe neighbourhood 
of Touloufe, advanced with them on the 15th of 
June, in the year 1592, towards Mountauban, pil- 
laged the little villages, and the flat countries, and, 
after exercifing all the cruelties which pafled as 
common in thofe miferable times, came and laid 
fiege to Villemur. 

The Sieur d’ Ariat, from whom I give this detail, 
and the citizens of Villemur, had recourfe to Thé- 
mines, who commanded for the King in that pro- 
vince, and intreated him to come immediately, with 
powerful fupplies, to their affiftance. 'Thémines, 
knowing he was not ftrong enough, addrefied him- 
felf to the Duke of Epernon; and while he waited 
for the reinforcement the Duke promifed to give 
him, fent a detachment of finall bodies of cavalry 
and foot, which got into Villemur with great diffi- 
culty, the troopers on foot, becaufe their horfes 
could be of no ufe tothem, the city was fo clofely 
invironed. Joyeufe was feverely punifhed for the 
error he was guilty of there, as we fhall fee pre- 
fently. ‘This error was the attacking the towa 
itfelf, inftead of beginning with the caitle, which, 
although much {ftronger in appearance, was in rea- 
lity the weakeft. Doubtlefs he was not fufficiently 
acquainted with the place, or had a defign to make 
ufe of the magazines of corn, and other ammuni- 
tions, of which he knew the city was full. 

Epernon fent indeed a confiderable body of troops; 
but as he had given them orders to act but faintly, 
and, above all, not to run the rifk of fighting thefe 
troops, altho’ upon their arrival they made a very 
great noife, minded nothing but recreation, aban- 
doned their pofts, and, by their bad example, did 

Ll 2 
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more harm than good to the other royalift foldiers. 
Joyeufe, who did not want courage, efpecially when 
he was to act in perfon, finding the occafion favour- 
able, and perhaps doubtful of the Duke of Eper- 
non’s defigns, fell upon his foldiers, furprifed them, 
and would have made a great flaughter, if Themines 
had not run thither time enough to fave the rc- 
mainder ; he could not, however, prevent 7 or 
800 from being fain. There needed no more to 
make Epernon recall them abfolutely *, Thémines 
afterwards ftrongly folicited both him and the Ma- 
vechal de Matignon for affiftance, but in vain; and 
all he could do was, to throw himfelf into Villemur, 
with d’Ariat, 250 arquebufiers, and about 100 or 
120 troopers, to fupport the befieged, whom Joy- 
eufe prefled more vigoroufly than before. Heobli- 
ged Reiner, who was Lord of it, but who was 
grown too infirm to perform the duties of a go- 
vernor upon this occafion, to go out, and refolved 
to defend himfelf there till the laft extremity, be- 
ing affured, that the King, to whom he imparted 
his fituation, would not fuffer him to perith. 

In effect, this prince wrote inftantly to the Dukes 
de Montmorency and Epernon, to fend him fup- 
plies. This laft, accuftomed to difobey, gave no 
attention to thisorder; but Montmorency fent him 
Lecques and Chambaut, with fome brave Proteftant 
troops. ‘Thefe wcre ftill too few in number to op- 
pofe the army of Joyeufe, lately reinforced by the 
inhabitants of Touloufe. Lecques and Chambaut, 
therefore, had recourfe to Meflilac, lieutenant for 
the King in Auvergne, and to the Vifcount de Gour- 


* All this is fo pofitive, that it may balance the authority of De 
Thou, who mentions this faét very favourably for the Duke of Eper= 
non, and that of the author of this Duke’s life, who maintains, that 
his foldiers drove thofe belonging to the league from Villemur, and 
put this placc into a ftate of defence, p, 134. The Chron, Noven. 
agrees here with our Memoirs, b. 4. p. 63. as likewife the Memoirs 
of the league, vol. 5. : ' 4 
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don, as remarkable for his courage and fidelity, as 
for his deformity. ‘Vhefe two officers marched im- 
mediately to the affiftance of Villemur, with 800 
arquebufiers and 280 horfe. Joyeufe fent to offer 
them battle, which they refufed, warned by the 
misfortune which had happened to Epernon’s 
troops, and occupied only about their object. Af- 
ter this refufai, the betiegers cavalry, who found 
themfelves too much ftraitened in their lines, de- 
manded permiffion of Joyeufe to remove into the 
neighbouring villages; which this general granted 
with difficulty, and contrary to the opinions of the 
Sieurs d’Onous and Montberaut. He obliged the 
officers to give their words, that, upon the firit 
fignal which fhould be made them, they {fhould re- 
turn to the camp without lofs of time. 

Meflilac, Lecques, and Chambaut, perceiving that 
this removal of the cavalry had extremely weakened 
the army of the befiegers, divided their whole foot 
into four bands, to each of which they added fifty 
troopers, whom they caufed todifmount. A regi- 
ment of 800 men was drawn up in battalia, within 
view of the intrenchments, with orders to charge 
on a certain fignal. Four hundred men attacked the 
firft intrenchment, and were fupported by the four 
troops. The guard there ufually confifted of no 
more than 200 foot; but Joyeufe, who had fpies 
amongit us, being advertifed of the attack a few 
moments beforehand, fent thither 400 men more, 
and at the fame time made the cannon fire three 
times, which was the fignal agreed upon with his 
cavalry. It happened, that either through flacknefs 
in obeying on their fide, or eagernefs on that of 
the Proteftants, this cavalry did not come up till 
after the action was begun. Our men advanced be- 
fore funrife, and falling upon the firft intrench- 
ment, laid 100 of thofe who defended it dead upon 
the ground; the reft fled towards the fecond in- 
trenchment, and carrying thither their only fears, 

this, 
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this, though much better than the firft, was forced 
in the fame manner, and with a confiderable lofs. 

‘Thémines beholding all within the walls, fecond- 
ed the affailants, and made fo feafonable a fally, 
that he completed the rout of the befiegers. Their 
cavalry fhewed themfelves that moment at the head 
of the camp; but, inftead of putting a ftop to the 
diforder, they no fooner perceived the 8co men, 
which compofed the body of referve, with 300 
horfe puthing againit them, than they followed the 
motion of the reft of the army, and fought for 
their fafety in flight. Fear increafing every moment, 
it foon became a general rout, which it was not pof- 
fibie for Joyeufe to prevent, Dragged along him- 
felf with the fugitives, he gained a bridge of planks 
and ropes which he had erdered to be thrown over 
the Tarn. ‘The number of thofe who haftened 
thither, on this fide, overcharging this bridge, it 
funk under Joyeufe, and he and all that were with 
him were fwailowed up in the river. Fear had fo 
blinded the reft of the troops, that, ftill imagining 
they faw a bridge where none now was, they plun- 
ged into the waves where it had ftood. More than 
3c00 foot and 400 horfe perifhed on this occafion, 
either by the fword or the water. An enormous 
lofs for an army fo inconfiderable ; whereas the 
royalifts did not lofe thirty men. ‘The citizens of 
Villemur beheld this aftonifhing fpeCtacle from the 
top of their walls, with a joy mingled with furprife 
and horror; which made them compare an effect 
of fear, which had the appearanc of a prodigy. 
with that which the facred hiftory relates of the E- 
gyptians at the paflage of the Red-fea. But it is 
time to return to the King, 

"This Prince went into Picardy, and, in order to 
give occupation to his troops, fent the Marechal de 
Biron to befiege Epernai, The fiege was long and 

obftinate ; 
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obftinate; Biron was flain there bya cannon-ball *, 
And ìf the King, who during this time ftaid at 
Compeigne, had not determined to fhew himfelf 
before this city, they would have found a difficulty 
in taking it. He defeated a powerful fupply which 
endeavoured to throw itfelf into the place, and ob- 
liged it at laft to furrender. 

His funds failing him abfolutely, he was obliged, 
after this expedition, to dilband all the remainder 
of foreign troops. He continued fome time longer 
in his quarters, upon the report that was fpread, 
that the Prince of Parma was to return, for the 
third time, into France, to execute the great pro- 
jeéts he had formed againft the King. ‘lhe death 
of this brave general + happened very fortunately 
to remove the difquietude of Henry, who faw him- 
felf not in a condition to refift fuch an enemy. 
The Spanifh army, having loft its chief, difperfed. 
The time that was taken up in appointing his fuc- 
ceffor, gave the King leifure to breathe again; he 
drew near to Paris, and thought of nothing but 
availing himfelf of the Spaniards removal. 


* Which took off hishead. He was almoft as famous for his 
learning as his abilites in war. De ‘i hou grea ly regrets the lofs we 
have had of his Commentaries. He commanded in chief in fever 
battles, and every wound he received in thefe battles made a fear. 
He was godfather to Cardinal de Richelieu, who was named after 
him, ‘The city of Gontaut, in Agenois, gave its name to this 
family, See the panegyric of this Marechal in Brantome, vol. 3. 


+ At Arras in the abbey of St. Vaat. The Spaniards were ac- 
cufed of having poifoned him through jealoufy, but the wound he re- 
ceived in Normandy the year before, joined to the bad make of his 
body, was the only caufe of his death, as was acknowledged when 
he was opened. Cayet, ib. 90. See in De Thou, book 104, a 
panegyric on his great qualities, His body was carticd through Lor- | 
rain to Italy, attended by 1€0 horfe, caparifoned in black, He was 
no more than 48 years of age, He complained of being twice poi- 
foned by the Spaniards, if we may believe D’Aubigné, who aflu 1¢3 
us that the Italians were fo ftrongly perfuaded of it, that from 
that time they could never endure the Spaniard , vol. 3. b. 3. C. 28. 
And th.s alfo isthe opinion of Eergars, book 4g. 
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I did not attend the King in his journey to Pi- 
cardy. J went to Mante, where finding Madam de 
Chateaupers in a difpofition favourable to my love; 
I married this lady, and our nuptials were cele- 
brated the fame day thatthe Prince of Parma *, 
with his army, paficd through Houdan. 

To confefs the truth, the King’s politics were not 
to my talte. I faw with uneafine!s, that the exi- 
gency of his affairs laid him under the neceMity of 
complying with every defire of the Catholics of his 
party, and that all the Proteftants remained with- 
out recompenfe, and were altogether neglected, 
efpecially fince the departure of the foreign troops, 
which gave their rivals all advantages over them. 
T had, in particular, often expe erienced the effects 
of their hatred or jealouly, from whence Iconclu- 
ded, that all the roads to fortune were fhut againft 
me forever. I was likewife difgufted with the 
King’s behaviour towards me; ie coldnefs, tho’ 
I knew it to be feigned, had fuch an appearance of 
a total eftrangement, that I determined to quit war, 
and retire to my eftate, there to live far from bu- 
finefs, and the tumult of life. 

The event juftified the King’s prudence, and I 
was the firft to come over to his opinion, and to 
give him advice very oppofite to my firft fenti- 
ments; but then I faw all things with other eyes. 
The reflection on all that the Proteftants and my- 
felf had to fuffer; the little confideration l appear- 
ed to be then of, aud fomewhat of that general dif- 


ice 
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* This could not be but the 24d or 24th of May, as the Prince 
of Parma did not pafs the Seine till the night of the 21ft or 22d of 
that month, There muft therefore be a miftake either in the New 
journal of Henry ITT, printed in 1720, (where, ın p. 271. the Duke 
of Sully's marriage is obferved to be celebrated on the 18th), or in 
the Mcmoirs of Sully, The Baron de Rofny’s fecond wife was called 
Rachel de Cochefilet, daughter of James Lord of Vaucelas, and of 
Mary d’Arbalefle. She was firt married to Francis Daraa Lora 
of Chateaupers, and Marais, who died in rego, She died after the 

Deke of Sally, in 1659, aged 93 years. 
2 pofktion 
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pofition of mind which always dictates the intereft 
of religion, formed all my refolutions, and were 
the foundation of a fyftem which I built for the 
King, and which at that time feemed to me to be 
the only one reafonable. I would have had this 
prince doing juftice to thofe who had ferved him 
with zeal and affection, to have refufed all other 
affiftance, and caft himfelf entirely in their arms. 
I was perfuaded, that after fuch an open declara- 
tion of his dependence upon the Proteitants, Eng- 
Jand, Holland, and all the Proteftant powers in 
Europe, would exert themfelves fo effetually in his 
favour, that they would foon, without any obligation 
to the Catholics, feat him upon the throne. 

In this, as in every thing elfe, the King’s under- 
ftanding was greatly fuperior to mine. He knew, 
from the firft inftant, that a kingdom, like France, 
was not to be gained by foreign hands; and al- 
though it had appeared even poffible, vet it was the 
hearts of the French, rather than their crown, that 
this good prince fought to conquer And he would 
have thought the rewards which, on that occafion, 
he fhould be obliged to beftow upon the authors of 
his elevation, to their prejudice, to have been of 
incroachment upon their lawful right. 

My laft motive for retiring was, that a little after 
I arrived at Mante, the wounds in my mouth and 
neck, which I had received in that unfortunate ren- 
counter at Chartres, opened again, and obliged me 
to go to Rofny to be radically cured, to prevent the 
fatal confequences which generally attend wounds 
of that nature. I continued there fome time: after 
a life fo tumultuous as that which till this moment 
I had led, | tafted the pure pleafure that a retired 
life offers to thofe who are devoid of ambition. I 
amufed myfelf alfo in writing the events, varied by 
good and bad fortune, to which I had been expo- 
ied for twenty years, 
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Buhy, the King’s lieutenant in the Vexin, came 
one day to vifit me, and informed me, that the 
King had written to all the governors to draw to- 
gether all the troops they were able, and to come 
fpeedily to his affiftance : for it was about this time 
that they were in the fulleft expectation of the Prince 
of Parma’s return into France; and Buhy, therefore, 
aiked me, if I would not, upon this occafion, do as 
others. ‘This queftion recalled the remembrance of 
the many governments which f had requefted, and 
had been denied to me; and lattly, the poft of one 
of the King’s lieutenants, which the Duke of Ne- 
vers and the Catholics had hindered me from ob- 
taining, in a haughty and infulting manner. Ian- 
wered this officer, with fome emotion, that if the 
Ning had had any occalion for my fervice, he 
would have done me the honour to write me. Buhy 
found a of anger in my reply, and, like a 
se courtier, cxaggerated it, when he repeated it 
to the King, and gave him to underftand, that he 
ought no longer to have any dependence on me, 
for I had refolved to {pend the reft of my days in 
the country. This circumftance was altogether of 
his own invention; for | did not efteem Buhy fo 
nuch as to make him the confident of my fecrets, 
‘© His humour then is greatly altered,” replied the 
King immediately, ‘* for he never failed to be pre- 
‘ lent on fuch occafions as are now approaching. 
‘Although he excufes himfelf on account of his: 
“wounds, Í know well what detains him; he is 
“© offended with me, and with fome reafon. He 
« would play the philofopher for the future; but 
“when I fee him, I thall be able to make all up 
“ again; fer lewowsdtiae’ 

This converfation pafied in the prefence of the 
Prefident Seguier, who dined with me fome time 
after, and related imto"me. Having freelyspoured 
my heart into the bofom of this great magiftrate, 
whom { knew to be equally a good friend, an ho- 
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neft man, and an excellent politician, he anfwered 
me in thefe words, which | fhall never forget, be- 
caufe they firft began to open my eyes, and to cure 
me of my firft way of thinking “< Sir, you ap- 
« pear to me to be a little in anger. We live ina 
“« time when tranquillity is very difficult to acquire. 
« The wifeft amongft us are filent, and patient, in 
“ hopes of a better age; and the King is fo good, 
“< and fo wife, that God has deftined him to be 
“ our reftorer.” 

From that moment, finding no other inconve- 
niency from my wound, than a little difficulty in 
pronunciation, I began again to ride, and followed 
by fome fifty horfe, I made excurfions over the great 
road of Verneuil and Dreux to Paris, in order to 
refume my former occupation, which I perceived 
was again likely wholly to ingrofs me, In the fe- 
cond of thefe journeys, one day when I was riding 
towards Dreux, between the villages of Marolles 
and Gouflainville, I met ten or twelve men on foot, 
who, the moment they faw us, {truck into the 
woods with which that country abounds. I follow- 
ed them immediately, and made two of them be 
feized, who-had not quitted the great road. ‘lhefe 
were peafants who were returning from Paris, whi- 
ther they‘had been to fell their poultry. I afked 
them fome queftions, and they anfwered me very 
ingenuoully ; they told, that it was their cuftom to 
travel in the night, to avoid the inconveniencies 
they were expofed to in thofe roads in the day ; but 
that they-had taken courage this once, having nine 
or ten perfons in their company, among whom they 
faid two or three were domeftics belonging to Mefi. 
de Mercceur, de Medavy, and.de Vieux-Pont. 

There needed no more to make me purfue thefc 
three men, whofe myfterious journey excited my 
curiofity, It was impoilible to overtake them; my 
people could only feize two others of thofe that 
were of Verneuil, from whom finding ] could draw 
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nothing by threatenings, I made ufe of another me- 
thod I gave them four crowns, and promifed them 
more, if they would tell me all they knew concern- 
ing thefe three domeftics. They defired me to fol- 
low them, and led me directly to a large hollow 
oak, furrounded with thickets, where they told me 
thefe fervants had ftopped, and put fome papers 
which they bad about them into the trunk of this- 
tree: in effect, I found there two tin boxes, and a 
ticking fack, which feemed to me to be full. Iwas 
confoled for the meffengers efcape: and after fatis- 
fying the two men, l returned to Rofny, very im; 
patient to open my packets. 

They appeared to be fuch as I wifhed. In the 
firft I found commiffions from the Duke of Mai- 
enne to levy foldiers, feveral letters written in cy- 
phers, in this general’s own hand, to the Duke of 
Moerceur: but pieces more important foon enga- 
ged all my attention; they related to the third par- 
ty, which was then beginning to be talked of, and 
among thefe I found two memorials that feemed to 
be of the utmoft confequence. The firft was a me- 
morial of the demands which the Prefident Jeannin 
made upon Spain, in the name of the Duke of 
Maienne, and the fecond contained the anfwer gi- 
ven to thefe conditions by the Archduke Erneft for 
the King of opain. Al the refletions imaginable 
could not throw fuch light upon the Duke of Maï- 
enne’s defigns, the fpirit of the league, and the po- 
litics of Spain, as the contents of thefe two pieces: 
of which it will nat be difagreeable to prefent the 
reader an extract. 

The Duke of Mayenne fubmitted the league to the 
Pope, and put it under the King of Spain’s protec- 
tion, upon the following conditions. which regard- 
ed the party in gencral, as well as himfelf in parti- 
cular. Firft. ‘Phat the King of Spain fhould fur- 
nifh and maintain, in the fervice of the league, an 
army of £6,000 foot and 3000 horle; in which ar- 

my 
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my there fhould be 2coo foot and 500 troopers all 
French, of whom he, the Duke of Maienne, was 
to have the abfolute difpofal, befides coo foot 
more, and 500 horfe, French likewife, who were 
to continue near his perfon only, and to be main- 
tained by Spain: That the number of thefe troops 
fhould be augmented as occafion required, but this 
without ftipulation, and only in the way of favour: 
That the Duke of Maienne fhould have the chief 
command of thefe troops, and thofe of all the party, 
with the title of Lieutenant-General of the crown, 
till a King of France was elected : That this elec- 
tion fhould be made in a general conference; by 
which exprefion they certainly meant the {tates of 
the kingdom: That till this election was made and 
accepted, the penfion which Spain already paid to 
the general fhould be augmented to as much more, 
that is, from 30,000 livres a-month to 60,coo, be- 
fides 100,009 crowns which he fhould receive im- 
mediately, and 100,000 livres after the ratification 
of the treaty ; in expectation of which, they fhould 
begin, by putting him in actual pofleffion of Bur- 
gundy: That after the nomination of the future 
King, the Duke of Maienne fhould be continued 
in the government of the ftate, with the title of 
Lieutenant-General ;~ and that then, and not before, 
he fhould yield up the city of Soiffons to the Spa- 
niards, becaufe it was at prefent the only place of 
fecurity he had for himfelf in France: That if he 
found unfurmountable obftacles, either in the elec- 
tion of a future King, probably from the King of 
Navarre, or in the invafion and keeping of Bur- 
gundy for the Duke of Matenne, the King of Spain 
fhould make the Duke amends for this lofs, by an 
annual penfion of 300,000 livres, for the poffeflions 
he might lofe in France ; which penfion fhould ne- 
ver be leflened or taken away, whatever agreement 
might be made between the King of Spain and the 
acknowledged King of France, but fhould pafs to 

his 
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his heirs for ever. It was moreover ftipulated, 
that Spain fhould cancel all the Duke of Maienne’s 
debts, or thofe of the King elected with the con- 
fent of this crown, if he was a native of France: 
That they fhould give fuitable fatisfaétion to the 
other principal officers of the league. pee were 
not exprefled, either becaufe the Duke of Maienne 
was leis folicitous about the interefts of others than 
about his own, or that he thought this article would 
be eafily fettled, becaute, if money was wanting, the 
lords mght be fatisficd with penfions, dignities, or 
governments. 

Such were the demands of the chief of the league, 
in which, as we have feen, he was not forgotten, 
For all this, he offered the King of Spain, (befides 
the crown, which, although he was not mentioned, 
could only be defigned for a prince of the houfe of 
Auftria, fince the Duke of Maienne feemed to ex- 
clude himfelf), he «frered, I fay, a certain number 
of towns, for whofe names, as well as that of the 
future King, blanks were left; thofe that Spain 
might take being to be reftored to the French Ca- 
tholics, under the protection of the King of Spain 
and the Duke of Maienne. All was calculated for 
the fecurity and caution of Spain, till the election 
of a King, without any further explanation; which 
proves alio, that they thought this election would 
iufficientiy indemnify this crown ; at leaft that they 
wanted, by this favourable infinution, to flatter it 
with hopes. in order to procure an immediate and 
efreQtual affiftance. What gave rife to this fufpi- 
cion was, their care in infifting upon, and often 
refuming the following claufe : That till all thele 
articles were agreed to at Madrid, for which they 
allowed. the fpace of a month, Spain fhould firit 
begin by fending a powerful fupply into Burgundy, 
which they faid was in very great danger. ‘The 
snore to kafen the re lutoi of th’s court, the 


Duke of Mafenne, who throughont the whole trea- 
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ty fhewed himfelf to be a faithful fervant (although 
a little interefted) of the houfe of Auftria, aflured 
them coldly, that if thefe conditions were not 
thought advantageous enough fer Spain, fhe might 
turn to another fide than his, and that weary of 
bearing this burden, he requefted nothing better 
than to be difcharged. 

But this was only a feint; he had to do with a 
council who would not fo eafily change, and who 
underftood their intereft ftill better. ‘fo this me- 
morial the Archduke tŁrneft anfwered, in the name 
of the King of Spain, ‘That his Majefty was well 
pleafed with the ude of Defender of the league, and 
wifhed to be regarded as the chief of the party < 
‘That they fhould find him always ready to grant 
them whatever fupplies they demanded againit the 
King of Navarre, and even more than they demand- 
ed; for he confented to fend into Picardy alone 
the 19,000 men formerly mentioned, (it is eafy to 
fee with what defign, for this province bounded the 
Low Countries), befides thofe which he offered to 
fend into different parts of the kingdom. He did 
not feem to be fo much alarmed on account of 
Burgundy as the Duke of Maienne, probably be- 
caufe the council of Spain difcovered that this ge- 
neral, who had demanded the poffeflion of the pro- 
vince, would be glad that the troops fhould be all 
employed there. Upon this article, he only grant- 
ed wherewithal to raife 1000 German foot, and te 
maintain 300 horfe. He added, however, that if 
the whole force of the war was turned againft this 
province, his Catholic Majeity would not refule to 
fend confiderable troops thither; and, doubtlefs, 
in this he meant to keep his word. 

As to what regarded Matenne in particular, his 
Catholic Majefty appeared much lefs liberal. Of all 
the articles this was the moft reduced, He would 
make no addition to the penfion of 30,000 livres 
a-month; and would grant him only for himtelf 2906 
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foot and §co troopers, and that no longer than he 
was in the army in perfon. Upon the other arti- 
cles he was perfectly filent. With regard to thofe 
places which might be feized, Spain confented that 
the Duke of Maienne fhould keep what might be 
taken, provided fhe was allowed to do the fanie. 
She would noc defift from her demand of Soiffons, 
and was abfolutely refolved to have this city for a 
fecurity for thofe advances fhe made in this war ; 
fhe promifed only to rcfign it after the eletion of 
the King: this nomination appeared ftill doubtful 
to Spain, who gave them to underftand, that if fhe 
was fatisfied with it, every thing might be expected 
from her gratitude, but betor chand the would riik 
nothing. For this purpofe, all the other articles 
were left unanfwered, and a new one was added ; 
which was, that the Duke of Maienne fhould re- 
move certain perfons from about him, who, doubt- 
left, did not fupport the interefts of Spain with the 
French general; their names were not written; but 
it was faid, that they had been fignified by word of 
mouth to the agent of the treaty. Such were his 
Catholic Majefty’s difpofitions, who, by attending 
only to his own interefts, and refolving to fell his 
affiftance very dear, followed exactly the Duke of 
Maienne’s example, and thought greatly more of 
it than of him. 

Upon reading thefe papers, all my refentment 
was extinguifhed ; and thinking them of great im- 
portance to the King, I haftened inftantly to Com- 
peigne. I found time and abfence had not altered 
the fentiments of Henry with regard to me. Ihad 
half an hour’s private converlation with this prince, 
to whom I related in general the occafion of my 
journey. The reading of thefe papers was put off 
till the evening of that day,when, all the courtiers 
being retired, I was introduced into the King’s a- 
partment, and remained there fhut up with his Ma- 
jefty, who fent for Beringhen and Choiiin, to de- 
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cypher the greateft part of the papers. We learn- 
ed of whom the third party was compofed, whicli 
as yet had been only mentioned in whifpers. It 
was formed in the midit of the court, under the au- 
{pices and upon the plan of the Abbé de Bellozane, 
the two Durets, and I believe the Abbé du Perron; 
all of them creatures of the Count of Soiffons and 
of the Cardinal of Bourbon, and particularly at- 
tached to the laft. In all appearance, thefe perfons 
were the authors, and at firit the only promoters 
-of this faction ; but it was afterwards joined by Mef. 
de Nevers, de Longueville, de Villeroi, d’O, and 
the reft of thofe Catholics who were in the court, 
who valued themfelves upon being too good French- 
men to fuffer the Spanifh dominion, and too zea- 
lous for the Roman religion to confent to have a 
Proteftant king. ‘The Count of Soifions fome time 
after joined thefe gentlemen ; and it was reported, 
that, inconftant to his former miftrefs, he was fe- 
veral times upon the point of marrying Mademaoi- 
delle de Longueville. They had aflumed the name 
of politicians, to-diftinguifh themfelves from the 
royalifts and leaguers, and to fhew that they re- 
- garded the good of the ftate, and the prefervation 
_.of the rights of the crown beyond every other con- 
fideration. Their principal view was alike to ex- 
clude every foreign prince, the Duke of Maienne, 
-and the King of Navarre, from the throne, The 
-bulk of the party knew no more: but the chiefs, 
who were mafters of the fecret, thought of nothing 
-but getting rid of the two laft by the fword or by 
poifon *; after which they might, without any dit- 
ficulty, make the Cardinal of Bourbon King, and, 
-not to difcontent Spain altogether, obtain a difpen- 
fation for him to marry the Infanta, 


_ * This accufation is to be met with in no other writer, and is of 
‘the number of thife which the author ought not to have afferted 
without giving likewife a proof. 
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When this projeét is compared with that of Jean- 
nin, it is matter of furprife, that papers which con- 
tained fuch contrary fchemes fhould be found in 
the fame packet. Without feeking for the reafon 
of it in the fecrets of providence, which by prefent- 
ing the King, at one and the fame time, with all the 
plots that were formed againft his perfon, feemed 
to point out to him the meafures neceifary to pre- 
vent them; it is my opinion, that it may be found 
in the different intereits of all thofe perfons, who 
correfponding together, and fome from a great di- 
ftance, fuch as the Duke of Mercceur, without any 
other common motive than the hatred they bore to 
the King, hatched a thoufand chimerical deiigns, 
and delivered themfelves up to thofe hints which 
darted into their minds, without any other fixed and 
determined object than that of excluding the King 
of Navarre. In this confufion of fentimenis, it is 
not aftonifhing, that he fhould, by the fame means, 
meet with fuch oppofite machinations. 

I continued three days at Compeigne, often in 
conference with the King, who appeared to be fen- 
fibly affected with the defigned attempts again{t his 
perfon, becaufe he had flattered himfeif, that his 
conduct ought to have fuppreffed fuch thoughts. 
He fent me to Mante, perceiving that my endea- 
vours to fpeak in thofe converfations might open 
my wounds. I received from this good prince all 
the marks of a tender and undoubted confidence. 
At parting, he defired me to obferve carefully every 
motion of his enemies, and to prepare myfelf to 
give him good advice upon his arrival at Mante ; 
for he intended, he faid, to regulate his behaviour 
in fo difficult a conjunéture wholly by my directions. 
He ftaid no longer in Picardy than was neceffary to 
make fome proper difpotitions there, and fet out for 
Mante. ‘This city he preferred to any other, be- 
caufe, by its fituation, it feemed to him the moft 
proper relidence to difcover and overthrow the dif- 
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ferent cabals of his adverfaries, at a time when the 
intrigues of the cabinet were likely to fucceed to 
the operations of war. His council was already 
there, and he had caufed the Princefs, his fitter, to 
be conducted thither. After the difcovery this 
prince had juft made of the plots that were laid a- 

gainit his life, it had been extreme imprudence to 
have negleéted any precautions neceflary for his fe- 
curity. He doubled his guards; he placed in Li- 
may, which is the fuburb of Mante, a body of 
buy wlith troops, whofe affection to him was unque- 
ftionable, and refolved to hold all the world fulpect- 
ed, fince he was convinced, that thofe perfons 
whom he had admitted to his councils, to his table, 
and to his pleafures, were capable of furming the 
moft violent refolutions againft him, 

If of all che favours that a prince, as eftimable 
for the qualities of his mind as for his great actions, 
could grant, the fentiments of his heart are thofe 
which moft affect a man of honour: I owe a great 
deal to this prince, who honoured me in particular 
with his confidence, at a time when infidelity, dark- 
nefs, treachery, and all that intereft could fuggeft 
to fubjeéts who had exalted this idol into the 
place of love to their King, had left him no other 
= t to take than thator referve and general diftruft. 

l have fomething yet further to fay, (for why fhould 
omit that part “of all my life which feems ee 
likely to procure me the efteem of pertons truly vi 
tuous!) Icis, that ia a conjuncture fo delicate, this 
prince was refolved to abandon himfelf wholly to 
my direétion, and to confide to me his gc and 
his crown * ; for without me he undertook not the 

fmalleit 


* If wemay believe De Thou, Gafpard Shomberg. Count of Nan- 
teuil, Lew:s ce Revol, Secretary of State, and inmfelf, had a great 
Ha ie! ermining Mensy IV. to change his religion There isro 
hivertan who fpecifies any particular man, as kaving fruck this bold 
ftreice ; tiep co not even feem to have d:eamed of M. de Suliy in this 
afair; which however docs not invalidate the truth of what is affeit- 
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fmalleft affair; perfuaded, doubtlefs, that the ad- 
vice of a man actuated by a fincere attachment, 
and (if I may ufe the expreffion) a true friendfhip, 
ought to be preferred to penetration and ability, 
when they are joined with a doubtful fidelity. No- 
thing ever gave me fo pure and noble a delight as 
the honour of fuch a diftin€tion : but after having 
wholly refigned myfelf to it for fome moments, Í 
perceived the weight of that burden I was loaded 
with, and trembled amidft my joy, leaft my weak- 
nefs and incapacity fhould engage me in fome falfe 
ftep that might prejudice, not me, (for on thofe oc- 
cafions felf, I believe, is leaft in one’s thoughts), 
but the prince who repofed himfelf upon me. 
From this moments all thofe precautions the King, 
made ufe of for his perfon, I alfo obferved in the 


` 


ed in this part of his Memoirs, that itischiefly, and even in fome man- 
ner wholly to him, the honour of it is due. Tacitus tells us, that 
Auguftus, after having demived one of his chief minifters entire- 
ly it his f-vour, permis ed him fill to have the appearance of enjoy- 
ingit, With regard to the Duke of Sully, it was quite the contrary ;' 
for he already wes in abfolute poffeflion of his matter’s favour, while 
nə one fufpeéted it. And that which is moft remarkable in their hi- 
ftory ts, tha: a long time after this minifter’s favour with the King 
was known, bv his being in poffeffion of the firft employments in the 
ki gdom, even until his mater’s death, in public the King behaved: 
to him with the utmot circum fpection 5 ; while in private, never were 
feriiliarity aad confidence carried further between a King and his 
fubjeét. Hence it was, that in fome hiflories of Henry the Great, 
the authors of which, without penetrating into the fecrets of the ca- 
bin-t, contented themfelves with reprefentiag only the public face of 
affai s, the name of Rotny i is never mentioned, and that of Sully fo 
weil known to writers better informed, very feldom, confidering the 
part Sully played during the ten or twelve years of this Prince’s tive. 
Incompe. ensble as this referved and myfterious conduét appears, 
thofe who refieé&t upon the fituation of afiairs in thofe times, toge- 
ther with the religion of the Duke of Sully, will comprehend with- 

out any difficul y, the necefh y the King and his minifter were un- 
der, to obferve this condudt, and never to depart from it, Nor is this 
one of the leaft inftances of the prudence and abilities of thefe two 
great men, Ithought it necefiary to make this obfervation once for 
eili og Rofny,’ *fays Matthieu, vol. 2. p. 273. “© hada long time 
‘s a fhare in the King’s moft important uel 3 and fromthe time of 
e Henry INM. was one of his moft intimate confidents,” &c, 
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advice Iwas going to give him. I prepared myfelf 
for it by the deepeft reflections on the ftate of the 
neighbouring kingdoms in general, and on that of 
France, of the parties into which it was divided, 
and of the King in particular. I confidered, that 
if, in fuch employments as mine, one cannot com- 
mit faults, even innocently, with ut deferving fome 
reproaches, we draw thofe reproaches upon our- 
felves, when we a& according to the dates of 
paflion. This reflefion led me to ftudy thoroughly 
my own difpofition and inclinati ns, and convinced 
me of the neceflity of beginning with obliging my 
own heart to fubdue and forget itfelf. A ferious 
review of my paft conduct thewed me the imjuftice 
of thofe complaints which I fuffered frequenily to 
efcape me againit the King’s behaviour to me and 
the reft of the proteftants, I iearched into the 
ground of it, and I foon found it in that com- 
mon prejudice, that to be worthy of the religion 
one profeffes, cruelty, perjury, and deceit ought 
to pafs for noth ng, provided ne can fecure its fuc- 
cefs. I fupprefled thefe fentiments, equally inju- 
rious to the author of religion, and prejudicial to 
the religion that is promoted by fuch unworthy 
means ; and when I declare, that there was nothing 
I more diitrufted than thofe {nares which the zeal 
of religion might lay for me, 1 fhall be eatily be- 
lieved, if the advice I gave the King be confidered. 
When I was thus certain of myfelf, I the lefs 
feared to carry my views into that impenctrable 
chaos of different interefts, and to found a futurity, 
which offered, on every fide, nothing but frightful 
precipices. Muft the miferies of France be pepetu- 
ated, by giving arms, perhaps for more than an 
age, to two parties in religion, then nearly equal ? 
Muft a prince, who fo well deferved to be happy, 
confume his whole life amidft the horrors of a war, 
which till then had not given him a moment to 
breathe; and (if I determined upon this) prepared 
or 
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for hin labours infinitely greater than all he had 
yet endured ? On the other hand, ought I to ex- 
pofe the whole body of Biodefense in France, who 
fought only juftice and peace, to be victims of hu- 
man policy, and at the mercy of their moft cruel 
enemies? While uncertain of the event of the 
war, and of the moment when the King might be 
fuddenly taken off, onght Ito bring things to fuch 
an extremity, that France might, perhaps, become 
a prey to Spain, and to all her neighbours, or, dif- 
membered by a thoufand tyrants, lofe in one mo- 
ment the glory of her name, the peie of her 
mon chy, and the fucceflion of her kings ? What 
perils in war? What fnares in peace? What fub- 
jects of fear on all fides? How form a refolution, 
alarmed by fo many dangers almoft inevitable ? 
But the greateft of all was the not fixing upon 
any. At laft, when all was thoroughly a 
it feemed neceffury to prefer that which would put 
an end to the civil war, reftore tranquillity to France, 
fubmit it to a good King, and put itin a condition 
to take vengeance on its foreign enemies: I mean 
that refolution which might the moft effectually re- 
move the prefent inconveniencics, and procure time 
to bring a remedy for thofe which were to be ap- 
prehended. In one word, I refolved to prevail up- 
on the King to embrace the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion, and to perfuade him to it by degrees. I was 
fenfible, that by this means I fhould give difguft 
to two forts of perfons, the Proteftant neighbours 
of France, and the French Calvinifts. But as to 
the firft, France, when united with itfelf, had no 
occafion for any foreign afliftance ; and it was eafy 
to give the fecond fuch advantages, as would make 
them behold this change without murmuring, With 
regard to both, I depended upon that gratitude 
Which a prince like Henry could not fail of having 
for perfons to whom he had the moft effential ob- 
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Thefe reflections whoily employed my mind from 
the moment I left Compeione, and I was {till ab. 
forbed in them when the King arrived at Mante. 
The firft thing he did, was to fend for me to come 
to him, withthe ufual precautions. Jaquinot con- 
ducted me into his chamber before day, and we im- 
mediately entered upon our fubject. Henry, who 
on his fide had made a thoufand reflections on the 
perplexing fituation he was in, began by drawing a 
very natural reprefentation of it ; irreconcileable in- 
tereft in the princes and nobility of the kindom ; 
hatred amongit themfelves, and againft him; mu- 
tiny and difobedience in all minds ; inagtivity in the 
foreign allies ; intrigues and animofity on the part 
of the enemies ; treachery within; violence with- 
out; rocks and precipices on all fides. The end 
of this pathetic difcourfe was to demand what re- 
medy I knew to all this. 

l replied, that, without taking upon me to give 
his Majefty advice, 1 faw fimply thrce ways to take, 
and he might determine upon which he pleafed. 
The firft was, to fatisfy all at his own expence, or 
rather at the expence of the ftate; the fecond was, 
to fatisfy none, but to endeavour to carry all with a 
high hand; the third, which held a medium be- 
tween thefe two, was, to remove all obftacles that 
oppofed his acceffion to the crown, by turning Ro- 
man Catholic. ‘The King then told me, that what 
I had faid to him was nothing but an advice, and 
commanded me to tell him plainly, what I would 
do if Iwere in his place. I endeavoured to make 
him underftand that, by refuming one after another 
the three different methods I had laid before him. 
I made him fee, that, by following the firft, he re- 
duced himfelf to nothing, and that if there was a 
neceflity to gratify wholly the avidity of Spain and 
the French leaguers, he would fcarce, out of fo 
great a kingdom, keep a few provinces for himfelf. 
As to the fecond, I reprefented to him, that as foon 
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as he fhould give occafion to believe, that he de- 
pended only upon the claim his birth gave him to 
the crown, the defertion of all the Catholics, and 
the unbridled fury of a whole nation of enemies, 
both within and without the kingdom, would draw 
upon hima terrible fturm, The inconftancy of 
fortune, and the ufual reverfes of war, although 
this prince had not yet experienced them, found 
their place in this reflection. 1 did not enlarge up- 
on the third, but only told the King, that being a 
Proreftant myfelf, I could f4y nothing to him upon 
this fubject. 

As | was foeaking, I perceived the perplexity in- 
to which the prefent conjuncture had thrown the 
King, to increafe every moment. I did not doubt, 
but the review of all thefe difficulties would bring 
him to the point I defired. I was fure that he 
would not even think of the firft of my propofals. 
I knew him too well to believe him capable of agree- 
ing to an accomodation which would leave him 
only the femblance of King, a fubject or dependent 
upon Spain, or reduced at laft to a fmall part or 
France. It was the two others only that imbar- 
raffed him. On one fide, he faid, by continuing in 
his religion, he faw united againft him all the princes 
of his blood, the nobility of the kingdom, and 
thofe who were at the head of all affairs and the 
finances, fuch as Mef. d’Epernon, de Nevers, de 
Longueville, de Biron, dO, de Rieux, de Villeroy, 
‘de Manou, de Chateauvieux, de Vitry, d’+ ntragues. 
and de Sourdis. It would be too tedious to men- 
tion them all. He faw them ready to refolve upon 
forming againft him a party independent of the 
Teague, or, what was moft probable and likewife 
moft dangerous, ready to unite themfelves with the 
league, and to concert together meafures for ob- 
ftruciing all the avenues to the thrown. On the 
other, he objected the complaints of the Dukes of 
Bouillon and la Trémouille, and the outeries of 
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fo many Proteftants whom he was going to aban- 
don; thofe who were fo dear to him, and from 
whom he had fo long drawn his only affiftance. He 
reprefented them as pafling from difcontent to a re- 
folution which defpair at being facrificed by an un- 
grateful prince would infpire, which was to elect a 
chief, canton themfelves out in France, and oblige 
him to turn his arms againft them, He ended with 
thefe words: ‘‘I can never ufe them ill, nor declare 
*‘ war againft them; I will always love them.” 
This fentiment, which difcovered a fenfibility and 
gratitude fo feldom to be found in the hearts of 
fovereigns, moved me extremely. I thanked him, 
in the name of all the Proteftants, by bending upon 
one knee, and kiffing his hand. ‘he reafons with 
which this prince oppofed his change of religion, 
and the manner in which he delivered them, were 
what alone diffipated my apprehenfions, and con- 
firmed me inthe opinion, that no other remedy 
could be found to the prefent evils. I told him, 
that Meff. de Buillon and de la Tremouille, and 
all of merit and diftinétion in the Calvinift party, 
would riot be fo unreafonable as to take arms againft 
him, for a refolution which mere neceffity had for- 
ced him to embrace, when he continued to treat 
them with all the regards due to their perfons and 
fervices, After explaining all my thoughts on this 
fubjeét to the King, I added, that the foundation of 
all religions which believe in Jefus Chrift being ef- 
fentially the fame ; that is, faith in the fame myf- 
teries, and the fame belief of the Divinity, ic 
feemed to me, that one who from a Catholic be- 
came a Proteftant, or from a Proteftant became a 
Catholic, did not change his religion, but followed, 
for the intereft of religion itfelf*, that practice in 

which 


* Add to thefe words of the Duke of Sully what he fays fome 

ages before, and what has been obferved a little higher, where he 

Fes of the duty and authority of Kings in religious matters; it 
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which policy alone had made them to differ. But 
although I may be miftaken in this notion, it was 
always inconteftable, that the embracing the Catho- 
lic religion did not include the necefiity of perfecu- 
ting allothers; on the contrary, that God perhaps 
difpofed the King to this change, to give a new ex- 
ample to Europe, and one more worthy of religion 
itfelf ; that the difference of religion had long e- 
nough occafioned the moft tragical fcenes in France, 
and proved a fource of diforders and calamities, by 
the averfion with which it infpired people againft 
thofe of a contrary faith from their own, which was 
equally the cafe with the Proteftants as well as Ca- 
tholics: ‘That he might remedy this dangerous 
evil, by uniting thofe who profeifed the two reli- 
sions in the bands of friendithip and Chriftian cha- 
rity; or, ifthis was impoffible, prefcribe to them 
rules fo juft, as might make both parties be con- 
tented with what fhould be granted them. I foften- 
cd this prince by the fingle thought of immortali- 
zing his memory, in re-eftablifhing in a defolate 
kingdom, peace, abundance and fecurity, and of 
meriting, by the ufe of thofe abilites he had re- 
ceived, from heaven, the glory of giving happinefs 
to France, after fhe had begun to defpair of it, and 
to look upon her wounds as incurable. l am cer- 


may be determined that he was a moderate Calvinift, and confidered 
al religions as indifferent which agreed in the fundamental] article . 
It is thus that the aes of the MS. which I have quoted in the 
preface cf this work » fpeak sof it; andit is even the chief reafon 
whics he makes ufe of to juftify the Duke of Sully, for having given 
to Henry IV, fuch advice, as, without this, would have but iH agreed 
with the laws of confsience and natural redti'ude, “t It being lis 
“ opinion, (favs hz, fpeaking of the Duke of Sully), that the King 
“ might as eafily work out his falvation in cur religion as in hisown, 
& he offered no great viclence to his cunfcience, in perfuading bim 
“ to this change; on the contrary, it was efieQlually ferving the frate, 
«c nay, Chriftianity itfelf, without hurting his reputation.” Eappily, 
Henry the Great did not adopt the neutral opinions of his minifier, 
z: he himéelf acknowledg d very fincereiy. F 
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tain, that this motive is more interefting than that 
of his own quiet; which, however, I did not for- 
get; and I obliged Henry tacitly to confefs, that 
his fpirits, after being exhaufted, if I may ufe that 
term, with war, demanded a fituation lefs turbu- 
lent, and more tranquil. 

The ftrongeft proof that I pleaded upon this oc- 
cafion for reafon and juftice, was, that the King, 
who poffeffed that happy fagacity of diftinguifhing 
immediately the truth or falfehood of any pofition, 
confefled to me that my difcourfe had penetrated 
to the bottom of his heart: he added, that he 
would reflect upon it more thoroughly, but that he 
believed he fhould fellow no other advice. In ef- 
fet, at the end of three days he had taken his re- 
folution, and he now only endeavoured to remove 
the difficulties which remained. Some of thefe re- 
garded himfelf; for as fincerity and rectitude were 
rooted in his heart, and regulated all his words and 
actions, I am perfuaded, that there is not any thing 
which could have prevailed upon him to embrace 
a religion which he internally defpifed, or even but 
doubted of. A prince who had never deceived 
man, was far from intending to deceive God, 

The other difficulties related to the leaders of 
the Proteftant party, whom the bare propofiticn of 
changing his religion would not fail to make re- 
volt, as well through fear, as through a point of 
honour. He affembled them, and addrefling him- 
felf to the moft diftinguifhed amongft them, which 
were Mef. de Bouillon, de Sancy, du Pleffis, de 
Salignac, de Morlas, de Conftans, and dalettes * ; 
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Salettes wes prefident cf the parliament of Pau, ard coun- 
fellor of late at Navarre. Morlas, his natural fon, was member of 
the privy ccuncil, counfellor of ftare, and fuperintendant of the ma- 
gazines of France. They were both conveitcd, Henry IV. when 
he was infermed of the death of Morlas, who was a man of great 
O02 merit, 
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I alfo being prefent. He told them, (with an in- 
tention to found their inclinations) that he had 
brought them together to know their fentiments 
upon what he had to communicate to them. He 
faid he had received certain advices, that Bello- 
zanne and the two Durets, agents for the third 
party, had an interview with Villeroy and Jean-. 
nin f, and thatit was agreed upon to unite all 
the forces of the league and the other Catholics a- 
gainft him; that the time which the Catholics had 
fo often threatened him with was now come, for 
they were going to abandon him unanimoufly; 
their common defign being now to place the Car- 
dinal of Bourbon upon the throne, to marry him 
to the Infanta of Spain, and to endeavour, by all 
poflible methods, to rid themfelves of his perfon. 
‘That the Cardinal, indeed, had expreffed great re- 
luétance to this laft propofition, but, by all appear- 
ances, they would foon gain his confent, when 
they convinced him, that the crown could by no 
other means be fecured to him. He conjured them 
to tell him, fincerely, what they thought he had to 
do upon this occafion, particularly upon the defer- 
tion of the Catholics, which would reduce his par- 
ty to the laft extremity. 

By the noife and confufion this declaration crea- 
ted in the affembly, it well appeared that all thofe 
who compofed it, without any forecaft or manage- 
ment, without any fettled point, and even without 
any fincere attachment to the King, had till then 
thought only of living from day to day; of gaining 
time, and profiting by their mafter’s abilities foy 
war. ‘Chey could never agree, nor form any con- 
nected refolution. They did not know whether to 
wifh for peace, or continue the war. One faid, 


merit, faid, ‘ I have loft one of the wifeft men in my kingdom.” 
Chron. Noven, book 7. p. 545. 
+ See Matth. vol.2. p. 66.&c. Chron, Noven. l. 2. De Thou. 
Mem. de Nevers, Mem. de Villeroy, &c, 
that 
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that there was nothing for it but to refume their 
arms, and rifk all at one caf. Another imagined, 
that by arrefting eight or ten of the principal Ca- 
tholics, who were not yet upon their guard, parti- 
cularly the authors of the plot, it might be ren- 
dered abortive, Others, more moderate, or per- 
haps more irrefolute, contented themfelves with 
faying, that ic would be neceflary to acccommodate 
matters by negotiations, without being able to tell 
how. I feized this overture, and by digefting it to 
fomewhat reafonable, I carried all the votes for a 
negotiation. It was known that I had fome in- 
fluence over the Count of Soiffons, and that I had 
free acceis to the Cardinal of Bourbon, ‘This car- 
dinal often faid in public, that although I was a 
Huguenot, there was no perfon for whom he felt 
fo ftrong an inclination as for me. I offered to ufe 
my mediation with thefe two princes, to prevail 
upon them not to liften to the perfuations of the 
King’s enemies; and the better to infure fuccefs, I 
promifed I would endeavour to gain their creatures 
and their counfellors, efpecially the Abbot be Bel- 
lozanne, the Durets, confidents to the Count of 
Soiffons, and a lady called Madam des Roffiers, an 
intimate friend of the Cardinal’s, 

No perfon contradicted this opinion, doubtlefs 
becaufe the Proteftants, who had heard the decla- 
ration, fenfible that they were too weak actually to 
renew hoftilities, thought that at prefent there was 
nothing better to be done. ‘The King, on his fide, 
was not forry at its being unanimoufly voted by the 
Proteftants, that he fhould addrefs himfelf to the 
princes of the blood, and hold a commerce with 
the Catholics of the league. According to my plan, 
I began with the Abbe de Bellozanne. I knew jea- 
loufy had made him the fecret enemy of the Du- 
rets,and believed that by taking him on this fide, 
confirming him in his hatred, and flattering him 


with having fhortly the chief hand in all affairs, I 
fhould 
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fhould reach my end. I introduced myfelf with 
tellinghim, that I was come to thank him, in the 
name of the King, for having in his favour fo ge- 
gerally oppofed the enterprifes of the Durets; 
which could only proceed from the reétitude of his 
heart, and his good-will towards the King, which 
his Majefty. although he had but a fmall acquaint- 
ance with him, efteemed as he ought, till he fhould 
be in a ftate to give him more fenfible proofs of his 
affection, which he would certainly do, by pro- 
curing him a cardinal’s hat, or at leaft one of the 
richeft benefices in the kingdom, when thofe fa- 
yours were in his power, by the change of his reli- 
gion, which was likely to happen very fhortly. 

This introduction, which flattered the vanity of 
the man extremely, gave me occafion to enter, as 
if undefignedly, into the fecret proceedings of the 
Durets, which I pretended to be very pofitively 
informed of, in order to learn them from him, and 
to engage him to oppofe them yet more refolutely. 
In effeét, I had fcarce dropped a few words on this 
fubject, when my man, giving way to his incli- 
nations, fell upon the Durets, and {poke fo much 
to their difadvantage, that I fell into the other ex- 
treme, and believed that he was induced by his 
hatred of them to accufe them fallely. ‘The hint 
of the cardinal’s hat and the bifhopric producing its 
effect, Bellozanne pretended to feei that zeal forthe 
King’s fervice, which I attributed to him from pure 
fiction. It was not his fault, that I was not per- 
fuaded, that he had oppofed all the violent refolu- 
tions of the Catholics, whofe intrigues and views 
he informed me of. I flattered myfelf for fome 
time, that I had brought over this man to the King; 
but rogues foon refume their natural character. 
Immediately after he had made this proteftation to 
me, he made one quite contrary to the Cardinal of 
Bourbon, and afterwards to Villeroy and Jeannin, 
so whom he repeated from one end to the other all 

the 
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the converfation he had juft held with me. If he 
drew advantage from his treachery, by the new de- 
gree of favour it procured him, 1, on my fide, per- 
haps, made better ufe of it for the King, than if he 
had kept the fecret. Moreover, I had hereby found 
means to inform thofe gentlemen of the King’s 
coming difpofition to embrace their religion, which 
drew them internally towards this prince, but efpe- 
cially the Cardinal, who was more enamoured of 
religion than of a crown. Bellozanne’s imprudence 
likewife produced another effect, which was the in- 
fpiring them with a defire of fupplanting each o- 
ther, in their endeavours to acquire the good graces 
of the King. I heartily therefore pardoned Bello- 
‘zanne’s double dealing, and even drew a third good 
confequence from it, with regard to the Durets. 
Thefe gentlemen perceiving the honour Bello- 
zanne had gained by the new fecrets he had difclo- 
fec to his patrons, and the increafe of favour they 
had procured him, were the more ready to hear 
the propofitions I went afterwards to make them. 
I told them, the King, offended at the knavery of 
Bellozanne, (which in reality he was, becaufe he 
had carried it fo far as to give umbrage to the Pro- 
teftants), would have no commerce for the future 
with aman fo faithlefs, and was difpofed to make 
ufe of them in his future meafures. I confided 
fome papers to their care, the reading of which I 
was certain would have a marvellous effect. It was 
the project of accommodation between the league 
and Spain, and the anfwer in confequence of it, 
which they had no knowledge of, and which I fhew- 
ed tothem that moment. This ftroke piqued them : 
they thought themfelves defpifed, and the project 
fo reafonable as to fear it might be executed, and 
affairs brought to a conclution without their contri- 
buting any thing to it; which to thefe fort of men 
is the moft mortifying confideration, They heli- 


tated not a moment in offering me with ardor their 
fervices 
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g. The change of religion; 
which I had alfo infinuated to them, feemed to re- 
move all the oppofition that could be made to this 
prince, They «were wavilhed with bemoan 
meddlers in a project, the invention of which ap- 
peared to them more happy than that which the 
Duke of Maienne had propofed to Spain; or ra- 
ther, there remained no other part for them to 
take, after the victory Bellozanne had juft gain- 
ed over them. In eftect, they kept the fecret bet- 
ter, and laboured in it ufefully enough. 

I applied myfelf afterwards to the Abbé du Per- 
ron, who, by his character, his reputation, and 
his eloquence, had more power with the Cardinal 
of Bourbon, when he aimed at making him either 
take or quit a refolution, than all the artifices of 
Bellozanne and the Durets. We had been ac- 
quainted a long time, and he had fome obligation 
to me. I concerted my difcourfe, as having to do 
with a man for whom eloquence, grand fentiments, 
and deep reafoning, had powerful charms *; and I 
iatroduced into it as much or more of politics and 
worldly views, as of religion. My brother, the 
governor of Mante, was pretent at this converfa~ 
tion, when after having thrown out my ordinary in- 
finuations about the King’s future abjuration, I un- 
dertook to prove to Du Perron, that, except Spain, 
and foine turbulent perfons in France, it was the 
intereft and advantage, not only of France, but of 
all Europe,that the King of Navarre fhould afcend 
the throne, and poffefs the kingdom in the fame 
extent, and with the fame power, which had been 
enjoyed by the Kings his predeceficrs. 

I began with the Pope. I told Du Perron, that 
he who had fo perfect a knowledge of the court of 


*The Duke of Sully’s judgement of the Cardinal du Perron feems 
more conformable to truth, than that given him by Jofeph Sca- 
Viger, wha treats him only as a babler, /ocutadcins, ci deutu levis. 
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Rome, knew better than any perfon, that Cle- 
ment VIII. now in poffeflion of the holy fee, was 
neither fo violent as Sixtus V. nor fo changeable as 
Gregory XIV. That this Pope contidered the pre- 
fent affairs of Europe and Chriftianity in a clear and 
impartial view, ‘That it was not his intention, by 
breaking the neceffary balance between the houfes 
of Auttria and Bourbon, to fubjeét France to Spain; 
becaufe he was not ignorant of any of the vicws of 
this laft power for univerfal monarchy. That the 
Pope would in this find not only his intereft, as 
common father of the Catholics, but alfo his tem- 
poral intere{ts in particular ; becaufe Italy and the 
patrimony of St. Peter would fcon follow the deftiny 
of France, and the other kingdoms ; and the Pope 
would be in danger of feeing himtelf one day redu- 
ced to the quality of fimple chaplain to the Kings 
of Spain That befides, his Holinefs had too much 
judgement not to open his arms to a King, as foon 
as he fhould exprefs his defire to be received there, 
without troubling himielf about that mighty phrafe 
a relapfe, with which fools only were affected. 

I had ftill leis difficulty to fupport my propofition, 
with regard to the other crowned heads of Europe; 
I therefore did not dwell long upon them, that I 
amet turn all the converfation upon Spain. I atk- 
ed the Abbe du Perron, if he did not agree with 
me in the opinion, that thofe deep politicians who 
gave rife to all the diforders in France, began to 
defpair of the fuccefs of the great pr ojedt they had 
formed to conquer all France, and this upon the 
knowledge they had, as well of the King and the 
’ Proitettants in his intereft, as of the French Catho- 
lics? Could the King of Spain ever ferioufiy intend 
to make a Spanith province of France, and flatter 
himfelf that his domination would be endured by a 
peopie who had always emulated and hated Spain? 
Of all this there was already more than mere fuf- 
picion. 

Nox I. Pp By 
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By the King of Spiin’s conduct it was vifible, 
that he im agined the Dukes of Marenne, Guife, and 
Merceeur, fought oniy to make him chet dupe ; 
nor had lie a more favourable opinion of the Dukes 
of Savoy and Lorrain, whom he faw make ufe of 
his troo.s and money without thewi ing any greater 
reipect for hi nm Cne convincing proof that thefe 
were the real fentiments of Philip, was, the propo- 
fitions he had made, and often renewed, to the 
King of Navarre, by D. Bernardin de Mandoce, 
Mureau, and the Count de Taxis. For, in reality, 
this Prince feeing that all he could pretend to from 
the troubles in France was, at the moft, the pof- 
fefion of two or three of its provinces, it was of 
little con equence to him, whether he obtained them 
fro'n the King or from the league. Fe is true, that 
if he divided France amongit the chiefs of the 
league, he gained hopes of one day getting it all 
to himfelf, by feparately attacking thofe petty kings; 
but that, in effect, he ‘purchafed. thefe hopes at a 
very high price, by that fearcity of troops and mo- 
ney into which the avidity of the league had thrown 
hin. And althongh the King fhould be able to 
maintain the war but a thort time, Philip perceived 
that he might be obliged to recall the fupplies he 
lent to France, having but fufficient for himfelf in 
Flanders, where the war was kindling more and 

more every day. 

Obferving that Du-Perron liftened to me atten- 
tively, and feemed to be inwardly convinced of the 
revionablenefs of all I faid, I did not fo foon quit 
the fubje&t of Spain. ` I told him it was not pro- 
bable that fo many brave men, fond of their li- 
berty, their laws, and cuttoms, would ever be eaty 
under a foreign flavery, and reiolve to bear away 
no otier reward for their gallant actions, than the 
honour of being dependents upon the grandees of 
Spain, or at beft penfionaries of a King. who, al- 
though he had greater obligations to the a of 
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Parma than to any other perfon, fuffered him to wait 
for the recompenfe of his ferwices till his death: 
That the whole view of the French lords, by feem- 
ing to join the King of Spain, was only to procure 
the grant of greater rewards from Henry, while he 
continued in the profeffion of the Proteftant reli- 
gion; after which they would abandon, without 
difficulty, that hackneyed reproach of a relapfe. as 
well as the defign of chufing a King from amongft 
themfelves, the marriage of the Infanta, and all the 
reft of their vague projects. For a proof of the 
truth of what I faid, I produced the treaty which 
the league had propoied to Henry by Villeroy and 
Jeannin, foon after the raifing of the fege of Rouen, 
which I could not give a full account of in its place, 
but thall lay before the reader in a moment. After 
this, turning with vivacity to Du-Perron, I aiked 
him if he was not of the intereft of all good French- 
men, and of himfelf firft of all to prevent fuch de- 
figns from being accomplifhed, whether the good 
of the ftate required, that by deftroying in a mo- 
ment an edifice which had coft the Kings of France 
fuch labour to raife, and which fome of them had 
cemented with their blood, France fhould be again 
filled with thofe little tyrants, ambitious and cruel, 
who claimed a right of giving law to their prince, 
and who were always ready to fly before the firft 
enemies that attacked them? And laftly, if he did 
not confefs that a monarchical government, by 
which all the members are united, and under the 
direction of one only chief, was the moft glorious 
and moit advantageous of any, and for the French 
nation in particular ? 

I cut fhort my difcourfe upon this third party of 
politicians, by obferving to Du-Perron, that one 
of thefe two things mutt neceffarily happen, either 
that they would unite themfelves to the league, and 
fo deprive it of all afliftance from opain; or take 
meafures feparately from it, which would produce 
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the neceflity of deftroying it, or of being deftroyed 
by it. In any of thefe cafes, nothing could happen 
that would not be for the King’s advantage. ‘To 
conclude with what related to the perfon of the 
King himfclf, I found no difficulty in making the 
Abbe confefs, that this prince was abfolutely fitted 
to reign over the French. I reprefented to him, 
that his reputation was fo well eftabilfhed every 
where, that the league had great reaton to fear, 
and the third party (fo far from being creditable) 
ftill more, that in the provinces, where no one de- 
livered himfelf up fo blindly to the capric.s of the 
league as in Paris, they would put themfelves en- 
tirely under the protection of this prince, when 
their intoxication was over, and had given place to 
that love of repofe fo natural to thote who have 
fuitered. That the provinces began already to tef- 
tify openly their difcontent, But without all this 
could not the King, brave and experienced as he 
was, and affifted only by the Proteftants and foreign- 
ers, maintain the war a long time, and guard againit 
domettic attempts upon his perfon? They had feen 
him when he had not ten cities in his party, and 
with only a handful of men, make a ftand againft 
all the forces of the kingdom. I concluded with 
faying, that inftead of giving the enemies of France 
the pleafure of feeing her wafte and deftroy herfelf, 
it was the general intereft, to favour and fupport a 
prince, who appeared capable of reftoring her to her 
former tranquillity, and of railing her to a new de- 
gree of fplendor. 

The Abbe Du-Perron had no reply to make to 
all thefe reafons, he was convinced of their force; 
and, as I had expcéted, knew well how to bring o- 
ver the Cardinal of Bourbon to his opinion, by add- 
ing to them all thofe which his own penetration fug- 
gefted to him, and which he did not fail to adorn 
with all the brilliant apparel of eloquence ‘The 
remainder of this year, and the beginning of the 

next 
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next were employed on his part and on mine in go- 
ing backwards and forwards, and in conferences of 
this kind, As foon as a negotiation was be.un, we 
had more negotiators than we wifhed. 

It was true, that Villeroy and Jeannin had a long 
time before prefented the King with a project of a 
treaty, in the name of the league, by which the 
offered, upon certain conditions, to acknowledge 
him for King. This piece is curious enough to de- 
ferve an abftract to be given of it. The true fpirit 
which animated the league, clearly manifefts itfelf 
init ‘The King’s abjuration was at the head, as 
the firft and principal condition. They required 
that in the fpace of three months he fhould make 
a public profeffion of the Catholic religion; that 
he fhould r: ftore it in all thofe places from whence 
the fuperiority of the Reformed had banifhed it; 
that he fhould break off all alliance with them; 
that they fhould have no fhare in the dignities, em- 
baffies, and employments of {tate of any kind what- 
ever; in a word, that thcir continuance in France 
fhhould be tolerated only, and for a certain time, 
which might be prolonged as exigency required, 

Many other articles f{eemed to be inferted there, 
only to perfuade the people that the chiefs of the 
league, by treating with Henry, had nothing but 
the fervice of religion and the ftate in view. Such 
was the claufe of naming to benefices, conformable 
to the canons; and that of holding the ftates from 
fix to fix years; and many others 

Thefe were all fpecious conditions ; but they add- 
ed, (which was the moft effential point for the au- 
thors of the project), That the King fhould acknow- 
ledge, authorife, and fupport the league with all his 
power: That he fhould leave a certain number of 
towns in their hands, into which he could not even 
put garrifons ; that is to fay, that he fhould reign 
under them: That he fhould diftribute all the go- 
vernments of France amongtt fuch of his principal 

officers 
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officers as they fhould name to him: That he fhould 
keep a fufficient number of troops in each of thefe 
governments, to maintain the oman-Catholic reli- 
gion there: That he thould not difpofe of the taxes, 
impofts, and other revenues of the crown; but 
they fhould be all applied to this ule. according to 
a divifion oriona to the quality and occafions 
of thofe governments : That all the garrifons which, 
fhould be put in the fortreffes of the kingdom, 
fhould be paid in the fame manner. ‘Lhe deftina- 
tion of thefe govern nents was as follows: Provence 
was to be given to the Duke of Nemours, Langue- 
doc to the Duke of Joyeufe, Bourbonnois and 
Marche to the Duke of Elbeuf, Bretagne to the 
Duke of Mercceur, the two Vexins, with the title 
of governor, to d’Alincourt, part of Normandy 
to Villars, the Hle of France to the Baron of Rofne, 
Orleannois and Berry to La-Chatre, Picardy to the 
Duke of Aumale, Champagne to the Duke of 
Guile, with the poft of high fteward, and all the 
dignities and benefices which his family had en- 
joyed. 
` The Duke of Maïenne had, with reafon, the 
largeft fhare. To the government of Burgundy, 
which was alotted for him, they added thofe of 
Lyonnois, Foret, and Beaujolois; and in all thefe 
provinces gave him a power that had annihilated 
that of the King; the right of difpofing, as he plea- 
fed, of governments, lord-lieutenancies, and other 
employments, not only in the army, but alfo in 
the finances. and courts of judicature; and what 
was {till more, the nomination to ecclefiaftical dig- 
nities and benefices: and to crown all thefe extra- 
ordinary advantages, they added the poft of con- 
ftable, or lieutenant-general of the crown. It was 
this only that feemed worthy of the Duke of Mai- 
enne’s acceptance. ‘They likewile kept in re 
our 


1592. OF SUA. 303 
four marechals batons *, and the league, at their 
own leifure, were to name the perfons on whom 
they were to be beftowed; betides very confiderable 
penfions to the moit diftinouithed amongft them, 
they carried their excefs fo “far, as to prefcribe to 
the King the clearing the debts of fome confider- 
able perfons of their party whom they fhould name, 
to the number of twenty. And, to conclude, with 
abfolutely tying up his hands, they added, that he 
fhould allow the league to chufe the foreign princes 
that were to accede to the treaty, and to be guar- 
rantees for its execution. The Pope’s nate ‘only 
was expreffcd ; doubtlefs, the blanks were to be 
filled up with the King of Spain among others. 
By this they too plainly acknowledged the views of 
the Spaniards. Charles V. required nothing elfe 
than fuch a {cheme, when he faid that hz had been 
falfely accufed of hating a King of France, fince in- 
ftead of one he withed there had been twenty. 

No perfon believed that the league, by treating 
with the King on conditions fo injurious to this 
prince, could perfuade themfelves that he would 
fubmit to them. It is probable, therefore, that 
they did it in order to make his refufal give difeutt 
to the dregs of the populace. ‘The King likewife, 
far from treating thefe propofals as a ferious mat- 
ter, or anfwering them privately, as he would have 
done had he thought it poffible to have ‘come to a- 
ny accommodation, facrificed them immediatly to 
the Proteftants, who gave to the piece all the qua- 
lifications that it merited; it even turned the Ca- 
tholics againft the author; for thefe Catholics find- 
ing that all there was badly arranged; that it was 


* Thefe four marechals baton. were given the following year to 
Rof-e, La-Chatre, Bois-Dauphin, and Saint Pl, each of whom 
will be mentioned hereafter, On this occafion there is a éon- mot re- 
lated ef Chanvailon, “° Sir,” faid he one day to the Duke cf Mat- 
enne, * ycu have made fome baftards, which will be legitimated at 
€ your expence,” 


full 
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full of articles which, being only fnares, would 
prove an inexhauftible fource of difficulties ; and 
that there were fome which it was abfolutely im- 
poflible to execute, they took no notice of what 
‘made the ftrongeft impreflions upon them, which 
was, that, by the diftribution of favours and re- 
wards, nothing remained for them. 

The King made no other ufe of thefe propofals 
than to bind thofe who ferved him more clotely to 
his interefts, gave a very fhort and a very dry an- 
{wer to the Prefident Jeannin. It was at the camp 
before Caudebec. There is no neceflity to repeat 
the contents. 

Civil wars, cfpecially thofe wherein religion has 
a fhare, give an air of licence and effrontery which 
on all other occafions would be furprifing. Jean- 
nin, offended at the ridicule with which his proje&t 
had been treated, anfwered in writing, which he 
addreffed to the King himfelf, That he was greatly 
aftonifhed at the tone that he had taken with him: 
That if his project was well examined, he would 
find that he had not yet treated well enough for 
the league: That the only fear he had when he 
drew it up was, that it would be difavowed, efpe- 
cially by the Duke of Nemours, who inftead of a 
government, had already formed a principality for 
himfelt in Lionnois, with the approbation of the 
King of Spain ; and {till more by the Duke of Mai- 
enne, whofe interefis had been alfo too much ne- 
glected in it; (certainly this moderation of Jeannin’s 
was truly admirable): lhat, in his cpinion, he had 
fhewn the King his readinefs to Pave him, by not 
mentioning his. giving the league any towns as a fe- 
curity for the performance of his nor (as if thofe 
which were to be beftowed upon the governers did 
not anfwer the fame pur pole): That, to eet the 
King, he had eluded the queftion, of mak king thefe 
governments hereditary. This indeed was true; 


but after all the other rights with which he had in- 
I vefed 
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veited them, would it be dificult for them to ac- 
comphin this for thewfelves ? 
_ Jeannin afiewards cbferved te the King, with a 
liberty that might well be caled immoderate impu- 
dence, that the catholics having with juftice taken 
arms againit him, he ought notto make ufe of the 
words crime and Cae with them; for they 
Mere intitled to meat with hini upon the foot of 
@mpegual, becanie they did not look upon them- 
felves as enemics fubducd, nor him as King, while ` 
the Cardinal of Bourbon, the only acknowledged 
Ang in Vrance, was alive; nor even after tis 
death, on account of his religion: therefore it 
was the body of the monarchy which treated with 
a foreign prince: that, for the fame reafon, the 
King’s | acceptation could not be called an editt of 
paciitation, granted by a King to his fubjects, but 
an amicable convention with a people, who freely 
chole a King after the reafons for refuting him were 
removed, Many other impertinences with which 
this letter was filied, do not deferve to be repeated. 
Jeannin concluded, by abfolutely rejecting all af- 
fiftance from Mef. de Bouillon, Du-Plefiis, and 
the other Proteftants whom the King had mentioned 
in his letter, and declared he would have no com- 
munication with then 
While the King deliberated upon what refolu- 

tions he fhould take, the ftates were held at Paris * 
‘the thonght of aflembling them came from the 
Prince of Parma ; and it muf be confeffed, that by 
the manner he was to have taken there, in order 
io accomplifh his detfigns, a refolutien more de- 
ftruétive of the King’s caufe could not have been 


* The flates were ordered to meet the agth of January, Lat they 
were not cpened till n-xt cay, in the Louvre, whi.h was prepared 
sur thet purpote. Ali the fpecches, aéts, and ceremonies cf this af- 
fembly may be found in many of the hifturans. See particularly De 
Thou, heok 105. Davila b. 313. Aiemoiys of the league, vol. $. 
Villeroy’s Mem. of ftate, vol. q4. Mem.ot Nevers, vol. 2. Mat- 
thien, vi. 2. Chron, Moyen. dcr 1593. b. 5. Satyre Menipec. &e. 
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formed. This general intended to have fimmon- 
ed them at Rheims, and to have renewed all 
his endeavours to make himfelf mafter of the dc- 
liberations within; . while, with a fuperior army 
without, he retained the people in his party, and 
the nobility in their duty, he aflured himfelf that 
he fhould obtain an eleciion entirely to the tafte of 
Spain, and caufe the elected monarch to be crown- 
ed immediately. ‘Lhis whole plan was the effect 
of deep politics *, quick difpatch, great liberali- 
ty, a well-chofen opportunity, and, above all, an 
army cap.ble of infpiring awe; thefe were indeed 
the true means of bringing affairs to an iffue, and 
of excluding the King for ever from the throne, 
But the Prince of Parma dying juft as he was up- 
on the voint of executing thefe Projects, they all 
expired with him, or were afterwards conducted 
neither with order, diligence, nor the other necef- 
fary meatnres. It is true, that the Count of Manf- 
field, who fuccceded him, came at laft with an ar- 
my as faras‘Noyon; but at that time, the fame fub- 
yiffion was not made toSpain, as had heen before 
they had conceived hopes of feeing the King abjure 
Calvinilm; and the Count of Mansfield returned 
without having done any thing; befides, there was 
now an alteration in a circumftance, which to the 
Prince of Parma had always appeared efiential : this 
was, that inftead of getting the ftates affembled at 
Rheims, the Duke of Ma:enne had prevailed upon 
the Pope and the Spanifh plenipotentiaries, who 
were Don Diego d’Ibarra, the Duke of Feria, Ini- 
go de Mandoce, and Count John Baptift de Taxis, 
to confent that they fhould be affembled at Paris. 
Each of thefe perfons hoped, that in a city which 
was entirely in their interefts by their alliances, 
their intrigues, and their prefents, they might move 
l 


* See the Duke of Parma’s letter written upon this fubjcét to the 
King of Spain, Chron, Noven, b. 4. Pe 5 a Å 
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a thoufand fprings to engage all the fuffrages. But 
when this great diforderly body was afiembled, 
they found themfelves crofied by fo many and fuch 
diffcrent interefts, that the Spaniards having only 
their own voices, like others, and deftitute befides 
of the means of making them be heard by force, 
found that they fhould meet with more obftacles 
than they had forefeen; and from that time they 
feared, that they fhould reap no other fruit of all 
their intrigues and fecret praétices, than the em- 
broiling aftairs fome time longer, till this complica- 
tion of fo many views, and the impoffibility of e- 
ver uniting them, would at length oblige them to 
liften to the dictates of reafon. 

How indeed was it poffible to reconcile the Pope, 
or rather his legates, who had their particular de- 
fign, the King of Spain, the Dukes of Savoy and 
Lorrain, the Dukes of Maienne, Nemours, Mer- 
cœur, and Guife, in fine, the Princes of the blood, 
who had alfo their different defigns*, of which 
they were no lefs tenacious? All thofe parties, as 
foon as the ftates were opened, reflecting that this 
was the laft effort of the party, had recourfe each 
of them to a thoufand ftratagems which mutually 
deftroyed one another, and according to the notion 
of what is called fine policy, involved and conceal- 
ed themfelves under falie meafures to bring others 
to their ends They joined to the multiplicity of 
machinations already fo perplexing, a flux and re- 
flux of opinions, which brought them into a laby- 
rinth where no perfon longer knew where he was, 
No one declared his fentiments honeftly, but feem- 
ed to {peak only to dilguife their defire, and to fet 
people about divining its object. 

The Spaniards at this juncture regulated their 
conduct by their ordinary maxim, and their parti- 


* T.e league was of this advantage to France, fays Le Grain, that 
£Very one was willing tocomman init, and none to obey. 
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cular charaéter; or perhaps their defign was to 
found the inclinations of the French, to difcover if 
they would bear willingly a La n puia to reign 


over thema Miben asy ue ived that by this de- 
lay they were in danger e y oling wiaeeteyehma 


basy fo long aiming at, a7 at lait made their malt 
eafonable pr opolition, which was the marriage of 
the Infanta * with the Cardinal of Bourbon. All 
ae French nobics, with the Guiles at their head, 
wailed only for this fcp of the Spaniards, and con- 
curred ia one common defion, which was to mke 


ufe of this prepotal to kindle between the King and 


Cardinal ail the hatred thac could animate two de- 
clured rivals, and confequently between the King 
and the leaders of the contrary party, the Count 
of Soiffons, the Duke of Nevers, Longueville, and 
others, ‘They fufiered this propefition, to be car- 
ricd fo far, as to have the articlesdrawn up, and 
fent. by Bellozanne to. the Cardinal; bur all ie 
nobles afterwards uniting, knew well how to make 
it fall. With what defign? ‘That may be eafily pe- 
netrated inte, nı order that what thee lords took 


* Clara Eugeria of Auf ria, fecond daughter of Philip II. of Spain. 
Catharine, the eld. ft, was maried to the Duke of Savoy, but net 
till arter the Cirdi.a: of Placentia, Ee, ano Cardisa! Je Pell-vé, 
had endeavcwed iw vain, to bring Frame under funjeéti n to Spain, 
by the merria c of this infants with Prince Ernest of Auft ia, the 
elde'? of the Emp ior s brothers. Villeroy’s Memoirs of ftate im- 
pūie to the court oi Madr.d, 28 an error, by which Spain loft the 
crown of France, their nut fulering this infanta, the tute Queen, 
to ccme to Trance, unlefs the Prince whom they devined tor her 
hufband was d cland and ackn wI dged: but I doubt whether the 
arr val of this prirceft ar Paris would have removed all obitecles, 
\ccord.ag to De Tho., the Duse of Guif.’s party was fo powertul, 
by the unian cf Srsit and t clergy ot France, that had net his 
own uncle, the Duke of M enne, fecretly appofed him, and the 
King of Navire declared very f Afnably his rcfolution to embrace 
the Catholic religion, in all prebiliry thi prince would have been 
detaec. Kig Tie D: ke o! EES fays Father ce Chalons, after 
Manh u. Hiffuy of F ance, vel. 3. pe 257. was pried fur the mo- 
deratinn he eifcovered on this eceaien ě He gave no indications of 
his havı z flattered l infelf wich fuch agreeable hepes, nor thewed 
any foliciiud. for fo grat e fortune. 
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away from the Cardinal and the Princes of the 
blood might fail IRA themtelves. As the princes 
of the biood, i eeming to retign their hopes in 
favour of the Cardinal, they had an oblique view 
towards themfelves; which fhewed them, that after 
him thecrown would morecatily revert to them, than 
if it paffed to the head of a forcigner. The Spaniards 
comprehended the meaning of ail the intrigues of 
the Princes of Lorrain, and, one may eatily i ima- 
gine, never forgave them, 

This common intereft of the nobles, which united 
them againft Spain and the Princes of the blood, 
divided them afterwards into as many branches as 
they had heads. Every one believed his own fittedt 
for the diadem. Jealoufy and malice were foon of 
the party. and each difputed for the crown, for the 
fole pleafure of hindering one another from obtain- 
ing it. It was the confolation of thofe who found 
themfelves exclnded Some cf thele parties ob- 
jected to one perfon only, and comforted himfelf 
for not being able to iucceed for himfelf, if he 
could fruftrate his machinations, OF this clafs was 
the clergy, which, without naming any perfon for 
the throne, ufed only their wore endeavours to 
hinder the King of Navarre from being elected. 
Another undertook to fupplant two, three, or 
more of the competitors : but there was not one 
from any of thefe motives who was capable of 
forming a party fo much fuperior to the others, as 
to bear down all its oppofers. The people, al- 
though generally the flaves of their prejudice in fa- 
vour of a fubject, were here, by the number of 
fubjects, hindered from determining. And upon 
this occafion it happened, as has been oftcn expe- 
rienced, that adopting the ftyle of that fort of im- 
different and neutral perfons who were always to be 
found in public affemblies, an affair of this import- 
ance was turned into 2 mere fhew, and canfed only 

laughter 
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laughter at the unhappy candidates who were re- 
jected. 

But thefe intrigues, this play of falfehcods, could 
not laft long. In fuch fort of debates, the firft de- 
liberations, and the firft motions, are fuggefted by 
the paffions. If by a concurrence of caufes they 
are prevented from fucceeding, reafon, though it 
flowly appears in tumultuous affemblies, yet for- 
ces itfelf at laft to be feen and acknowledged, and 
after long oppofition is followed through neceffity. 
The firft thing that was done on this occafion was 
by mean of the parliament, which weighing more 
maturely the different propofals that were brought 
upon the carpet, eitzer for a Spanifh King, or one 
of Lorrain, found that it would be an everlafting 
reproach to them, to fuffer a law fo fundamental 
as the hereditary right of fucceflion to be infringed, 
and began, without knowing well what would be 
the confequence, by granting an edict * which for- 
bad the carrying the crown out of the royal family. 
This was far from being a new thought; there 
was not one who had it nor, and who did not feel 
the injuftice of acting contrary to it. But in order 
to give it due efficacy, it feems it was neceflary it 


* The ediét was paffed the 28th of Jure. ‘ This action,” fays 
Villeroy, vol. 2. p. 53. “ was the more applauded by all good men, 
« as the danger tha attended it was fo great: ıt was certainly of great 
“€ ufe, and I muft fay, that the kingdom owed its fafety to the 
e court.” John Le Maitre, although made Prefident of the parlia- 
ment of the league by the Duke of Marenne, the Prefident Edward: 
Melé, the Coun'ellor William Du-Vair, afterwards keeper of the 
Seals, Stephen Fleury, Peter d’Amours, Lazarus Coquely, &c. were 
the chief promoters of this ediét. In confequence of it, the Prefi- 
dent Le Maitre, with the Counfellors De Fleury and d' Amours, 
were deputed that fame day, to ma<e remonttrances to the Duke of 
Matenre, as licutenant-genera) of the crown. The Duke com- 
plained bitterly of this affront from the parliament; and the Arch- 
bithep of Lyons, who was with him, having repeated the word af- 
ront in a paflion, and trea‘ed the deputies with bad language, the Pre- 
fident Le Matire filenced him with great authority and dignity. See 
Memoirs of the league, vol, o: Memoirs of Nevers, vel. 2. p. 635- 
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fhould be propofed with weight and gravity. The 
edict did the bufine(s. 

` The rights of the royal family began to appear 
facred to a thoufand perfons, who a moment be- 
fore had not reflected upon them. Spain, whofe 
attempt was fruftrated by this edict, might have 
{till warded off the blow, had fhe united with the 
Lorrains, whom it cqually ftruck at ; but the more 
fhe thought fhe was intitled to reckon upon their 
fuffrages, the more irreconcileable was her enmit 
toward them, when fhe found they had betiayed 
her. ‘They could never make up to her, and their 
conftant mifunderftanding infenfibly paved the way 
for the victory of their common adverfary. 

To accompuifh this, there remained but one ftep 
to be taken, ‘which was prevented by the {trong op- 
pofition of the clergy* > A ftop therefore was put 
to the affair for fome time : they refumed, as if for 
amufcment, fome of their former worn-out projects, 
Different hopes were again raifed to be foon and ef- 
fe€tually extinguifhed ; for there was not one per- 
fon who did not tacitly confefs, that if the King + 
abjured, all conteftation would be at an end. E- 
very one voted for the engaging him to comply 
with this demand, and they applied thenfelves to 
it, not flightly as before, but from a more clear 
and diftinct view of the true intereft of the ftate: 


* All the memoirs of thefe times confirm the violent proceedings 
and outrageous behavi ur of the Cardinal de Piefance, Legate, and 
of almoft all the bithops of France, and curates of Paris and the Sor- 
banne. ‘“¢ Débourbonnez nous, Seigniar,’” was the explication a 
preacher gave of that pafiage of fcripture, ‘* Deliver me, O Lord, ouz 
“ of the miry clay.” There is an infinite number of fuch circum- 
ftances, the malignitv of wh ch cannat furely be excufed by zeal for 
the true rel.gion, De Thru obferves, that the clergy was the only 
one of three eftates that perfift.d in voting for a war. 

+ it was demonfrated at his time, that Henry iV. was rot only 
the la ful heir tothe crown, that was never difputed, tut alfo that 
in his perlon the three raccs ot our Kings were united. Ste a proof 

na new work intitled, ‘ Genealogical hiftories of all the fuvereiyn 
¢ families,” in the 22d genealogical table, 


a 
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a view which from this moment became that of the 
parliament and the whole people, and which met 
with no more oppofition, but what fome nobles, for 
their perfonal intereft, were pleafed to create. 

The Dukes of Maienne, Nemours, and Mer- 
coeur, teftified the greatc{t obftinacy, as was molt 
natural, confidering that ther, of all others, had 
been moft fluttered: but bad as their intentions 
were, they could not hinder a conference with the 
King from being propofed in the ftates, and car- 
ried by a plurality of voices. It was, hoger in 
their power to dettroy or fufpend the cfc; and 
they did not fail to do fo: for this purpofe they 
ufed their nmol endeavours ; they fet their emid- 
faries to work, took advantage of the King’s bad 
fucceis at Selles *, caufed Mansficld to advance, 
who took Noyon, gave all the. force they. were 
able to che Pope's refufing to allow the Cardinal de 
Gondy, and the Marquis de Pifany, whom the King 
had fent to hit, to enter Rome, or even to fet 
foot in his Holinefs’s territories Could tbey flat- 
ter themfelves, that the irregularity of thefe pro- 
ceedings would not be remarked, after having fu 
often ‘protefted, that in all their aétions they had 
only the intereft of re'igion in view, and that they 
were ready to fubmit to a enry as foon as he fhouid 
quit his errors ? No perfon was deceived; but al- 
though they end ail the confequences which 
the conference held at Surene, in the month of A- 
pril t, might have produced, it was thought the laft 

effort 


* The journey which Henry IV. took towards Tours, and the ne- 
cefity to which h: reduced h mfelf of raifing the Geze of the city of 
Scil:s in Berry, were then thought confiderable fau'ts, 


ae Tn the fatter end of April, and during part ef the month of May. 
ze :n the records, vol. 3: So. of MSS. ia che roval liurarv; Vi. le- 
a memoirs GE fate, vol. 4.3 Mathicu and Cayct, ibid. &c. 
k Archbithop of Bourges, who pleaded the King’s cau e, maintain - 
ed, that obedience is due to Pagan princcs, and fupport ed ciraire 
tien by the authority ot St. Pasi » the privileges of the Gailic church, 
1 and 


1593. Ot “SU ary: 313 


effort of an expiring power. It appeared plainly, 
that if the King, after having confented that no Pro- 
teftant deputy ihould appear at that conference, had 
not yet entirely complied, it was becaufe the leaguers 
raifed more difficulties about temporal, than the 
King about fpiritual matters. ‘The people, efpe- 
cial:y, were difpofed to do him all juitice, and the 
fweets of a truce, which was the only benefit re- 
fulting from this conference, drew them. entirely 
into his interefts But I now return more particu- 
larly to this prince. 

He made Mante the place of his conftant refi- 
dence, where all his prudence was fcarce fufficient 
tokeep a party, compofed of perfons fo oppofite in 
their fentiments, enure He had been alarmed at 
firft, with the convention of the ftates, and with fo 
much the more reafon, as the firft thought which 
fuggefted itfelf to his mind on that occafion, was, 
that an affembly, in appearance fo auguft and re- 
{pectable, would foon find a remedy for the difor- 
ders of the ftate. Under this apprehenfion, the King 
began to flatter the Catholics more than was his cu- 
ftom ; and, as we have juft feen, niade fome efforts 
to gain the Pope, to the end that he might not ex- 
tinguifh in both parties the only hope that could 
hinder them from coming to an open rupture with 
him. It may be eafily imagined, that this could 
not be done without awakening the difcontent of 
the Huguenots. But the King, by his wifdom, was 
beforehand with them; and it appeared, that no- 
thing was done but in confequence of that general 
council of the Proteftants. of which we hav alrea- 
dy feen that the :efult was to turn the thing into 
art and negotiation When their complaints grew 
too loud, and the King found reafon to fear that 


and by many other unanfwerable proofs. Infupportable as the argu- 
ments alledzed by the Archbithop ot Lyons to the contrary were, 
they prevailed in this conference. 


Vou. I. Rr they 
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they would carry things to extremity againft him, 
he knew how to appeale them by fome new maili- 
tary expedition, which he likewife engaged in, to 
convince the people ftill more, that this fame prince, 
who appeared io eafy and gracious, was no lefs 
worthy to command them for his valour and abi- 
lities in war. 

As foon as he was informed of the difunion that 
raged in the ftates, the trouble and conteftations 
that every word gave rife to, he looked upon this 
affembly to be the happy means by which his de- 
figns would be accomplithed ; and all this perplex- 
ty now was, the regulating his conduct with the 

reat number of mediators who meddled in his af- 
me as foon asit was propofed in the ftates to treat 
with him. This prince would at that time have found 
no obftacle to the crown, if he had appeared of a 
humour to fatisfy the exceflive demands which the 
nobles and other members of the league began’ to 
make him; byt he was refolved that pofterity 
fhould never reproach him with his having owed the 
regal dignity to his meannefs, in fubmitting to the 
avidity and the caprice of his fubjccts. ‘That he was 
thus able to refift his natural inclination and ardor 
to afcend the throne, was a convincing proof of 
his being well worthy of it. 

I ought here to do juftice to fome of them, (the 
a indeed is not very great); but I am well 
affured, that Mef. de Bellievre, de Belin, and Za- 
met, for inftance, had no view to, their own inter- 
efts in thofe applications which they made to the 
King. Some others there might be, who behaved 
in the fame manner; but of them I cannot fpeak 
with any certainty. ie to the reft, I fhall content 
my felf ye naming the principal agents deputed to 
the King, as well by the league and the ftates, as 
by the clergy and French nobility. I fhall not re- 
peat names already mentioned, but add to them 
only the Cardinal de Condy, the Marechals d’ Au- 

mont 
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mont and de Bouillon, the Admiral de Biron, Mef. 
D'O, de Vitry, de a, du Pleflis, la San al de 
Fleury, and the Abbé de Chefy. A great many 
others remained undiftinguifhed in this croud, al- 
though there was not one amongft them, who was 
not perfuaded in his own mind, that he fhould be 
one day mentioned in hiftory, as the perfon who 
had given the decifive blow. I once countéd over 
to the King, by their names, above a hundred of 
thofe perfons. Thofe-that remained would make 
a fine decoration here, if one could for a moment 
only open and difplay the hearts of thofe ardent 
counfellors. Vanity, the defire of favour, felf-inte- 
reft, vile artifice, jealoufy, knavery, and treachery, 

‘would be all one could difcover in them. 

_ There were fome who, till the laft moment, did 
not quit their difguife, by which they abufed the 
privilege of conferring with this prince, in order 
to betray more fecurely, and to fpread {nares for 
him, which any other could not have efcaped. It 
is with regret that I name Villeroy * and Jeannin 


* Inthe 1ft volume of Villeroy’s Memoirs of ftate, which con- 
taias only a juftification of this fecretary’s conduét, he candidly con- 
fees, that he would never have been prevailed apon to engage in the 
party of Henry IV, if he had not beforchina takea all the neceflary 
meatures for the fecurity of the Catholic religion. He confe ffes alfo, 
with the fame fincerity, his conneétions with the league and Spain, 
andthe political principal which he kad efpoufed, that, in making 
peace, it was moft advantageous for the King, to feparate him from 
the intereft of England, and unite him with Spain. With regard to 
other accufations, he defends himfelf with great force. He protefted 
that he never received any money from Spain; and whatever argu- 
mients he offered, either in the flates or any other counciis, were fin- 
cerely meant for "the King’s advantage, and to forward the peace. 
See the note upon this fubjcét fome pages above, and what is faid in 
the preface to this work, As to the oath taken by the league, which 

the Duke of Sully here mentions, and which is the moft ferious ar- 
ticle againft \ Villeroy, he is clearly 'juftified by Matthieu, vol. 2. p. 153. 
ct feqg. by Cayet, Caron. Noven. book g.p. 229. and fome other 
hif@orians ; fo that it muft be confefed, that this is an error in our Me- 
msirs. According to thefe hiftorions, Villeroy had not only no part 
in this oath, but wasalfo abfolutely ignorant of it, till Henry IV. 
fhowed him this writing at Fountainb.eau, and charged him to re- 
monilrate the bafenefs of fuch a proceeding to the Duke of wei 
He iy on 
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here; but the fact is too well known, and the con- 
fufion they were afterwards in, when the king pu- 
blicly reproached them with it at Fountainbleau, i is 
a conviction of i it, as well as the interefted conduct 
Villeroy afterwards obferved. ‘Pwo days only be- 
fore the king’s abjuration, thofe gentlemen employ- 
ed themfelves fo ufefully, that they procured a fe- 
cret affembly to be held, compofed of the Pope’s 
and the king of Spain’s minifters, and the chief 
partifans of the league, either in perfon, or by proxy, 
for the Dukes of Nemours and Merceer, then ab- 
fent. In this aflembly, the legate made them all 
fwear, upon the crofs, the evangelifts, and even 
the hoft, to maintain the league, till they faw, up- 
on the throne of France, (I fpeak’ it with pain), a 
king agreeable to Spain; and, above all, never to. 
acknowledge the king of Navarre for fuch, though 
he fhould join to the claim of his birth that ofa fin- 
cere abjuration, This very pious and charitable 
oath, figned by the whole affembly, was inclofed in 
a packet, and fent to Rome. It was from a letter 
wrote by the Cardinal of Placentia to fome mem- 
bers of parliament, the bearer of which was taken 
up at Lyons by the King’s foldicrs, that we came 
to the knowledge of this piece. In this manner did 
they fport with fidelity, virtue, and religion. This 
circumftance, though anticipated, feems to me not 
improperly mentioned here. 

Amongft that croud of negotiators and coun- 
fellors, there were many who imagined to deceive 
the King, and who only ‘deceived themfelves. ‘The 
King let them remain in this opinion, not to per- 


whom Villeroy was at that time, by the King’s command, honeftly 
endeavouring to fzparite from h bagne. Burit’s fill! more cer- 
tain, that when Villercy reproached the Duke of Marenne with this 
criminal tep, Maienne antwered him in theie words: ‘ I would 
“¢ neither tell you nor the Pr fident Jeannin of this oath, becanfe I 
« had promifed other wife to the Spaniard: and the legate, and was 
“© not ignorant that ycu would never be brought to approve of fuch a 
“© remedy,” Slattkieu, p. 155. 

fuade 
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fuade thefe fchemers, but the people, of the faci- 
lity of bringing him to the point they wifhed. I 
{peak this becaufe I was told it by the King him- 
felf. I remember one night, which was, I believe, 
on the rgth of February, when all the courtiers 
had quitted his apartment, he lent Ferret, his fecre- 
tary, to bring me to him, who introduced me into 
his chamber, where I found him in bed. He own- 
ed to me, that he was under a neceflity of ufing 
this precaution whenever he had an inclination to 
converfe with me, that he might not give difguft 
to the Catholics mma the Prot:ftants likewife, who 
hated me ftill more, perhaps, through jealouty, than 
the former did through a natural averfion. After 
complaining of this reftraint, in terms very obli- 
ging to me, he talked to me of thofe affairs which 
were at prefent upon the carpet, and of the in- 
trigues of the courtiers to give themfelves the ho- 
nou of the decifion. I had faid before, and it had 
been repeated to the King, that I was afraid his 
ealy difpofition would make him give up more than 
he ought todo, But the manner in which this 
prince reprefented to me the ftate of affairs, and 
painted the different characters of all the pretenders 
to his favour, convinced me I had been deceived, 
I was fuprifed at that juftnefs of penetration with 
which he, at a glance, difcerned truth through ail 
the veils that obfcured it. Nor was I lefs charmed, 
when, fubmitting his knowledge to mine, he infift- 
ed upon my pr -efcribing to him the manner in which 
he fhould finifh an affair, which, to confefs the 
truth, was not without danger till the laft moment. 
I endeavoured to excufe myfelf from accepting this 
honour; but all I could obtain was a dclay of three 
days to take my refolution: it was during this con 
verfation that the King firft fpoke to me about ne 
defign of os al ala his finances to my care. 

After three days mature reflection, I waited up- 
on the King with ‘the tame fecrecy. I relifhed none 
of the fchemes that had been recommended to 

anc 
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and which differed only in the proportion of thofe 
rewards which were to be granted to the principal: 
members of the league, and to other interefted per- 
fons. My opinion was, that matters were not yet 
ripe for a conclufion ; which I fupported with the 
following arguments: That the King was freed 
from that only fear which could induce him to pre- 
cipitate the ifue; by which I meant the fear that 
all thefe pretenders to royalty fhould unite refolute- 
ly in favour of a fubjeét; becaufe the mifunder- 
ftanding which had already rifen among the princes, 
the nobles, and the minifters of Spain, gaining 
ftrength every day, we could not but expect to fee 
them foon ftudious to deftroy each other’s preten- 
fions. ‘This being fuppofed, which was the effen- 
tial point, it muft neceflarily happen, that thofe who 
were indifferent, and had right intentions, would 
bind themfelves more clofely to the King’s party : 
That this effect was already indubitable, with re- 
gard to thofe cities of France which were at too 
great a diftance from the league and the cabal, to 
be influenced by their impreffions and warmth : 
That the chiefs of the league themfelves, through 
hatred, jealoufy, or even a confideration of their 
own intereft, would, one after the other, throw 
themfelves into the King’s party: ‘That the bare 
hopes only which this prince would fufter them to 
entertain, would give him beforehand moft of thofe 
advantages he could gain from the accomplifhment 
of them, and would not expofe him to dangers: 
That the dangers of a too precipitate execution 
were, firft, an open feparation of the Proteftants, 
who were not yet fufficiently prepared for this 
change, which might produce the moft fatal confe 

quences ; fince the King, not being yet fecure of 
all the Catholics to oppofe them, would remain at 
the mercy of both parties; and, fecondly, the ne- 
ceffity he laid himfeif under, by throwing himfelf 
into the arms of the Catholics, of granting all their 


demands, however exorbitant they were ; which, 
both 
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both for the prefent and the future, was of dange- 
rous confequence: ‘That it was necefiary to allow 
- thefe {chemers, and all the chiefs of the league, 
time to give a precife form to their demands, by 
which they would perceive, that they were incroach- 
ing upon each other; which would oblige them to 
reduce of themfelves their exceflive pretenfions, to 
agree, that by fetting too high a value upon flight 
fervices, they would put it out of the King’s power 
to fatisfy them, and at length to feek their own 
intereft in the general intereft of the ftate. I told 
the King, that he would find the firft who took 
this ftep would be thofe, whe having, only at the 
inftigation of foreign powers, demanded fatisfac- 
tions which they were perhaps defirous of fharing 
with them, would begin to be fenfible of the inju- 
{tice of their proceedings, in proportion as their 
hatred of thofe foreigners increafed: and that thofe 
very foreigners, finding the King fo ready to com- 
ply with the demands that were made upon him, 
would make others demand what they themfelves 
did not believe they could obtain. 

I fhewed the King, that whatever change fhould 
happen in his affairs, it could not be fo fudden but 
he would have it in his power to prevent it, fince 
a few words would fuffice for that; whereas, by 
gaining time, he would difcover all their defigns, 
and could fecretly break thofe connections that 
might be among them, till all that remained to put 
an entire conchufion to the treaty, would be to be- 
ftow fome fatisfactions upon thofe who had really a 
right to demand them, ‘fo bring affairs happily to. 
this end, I faw nothing better to be done, than for 
the King to perfift in that conduct he had hitherto 
obferved: To receive every one kindly ; promife 
little; feem defirous of bringing matters to a con- 
clufion; afcribe always the fault of delays to obfta- 
cles, and earneftly endeavour to.remove them. This, 
in my opinion, is the manner in which one generally: 
ought to aét in political affairs which are a little 

thorny, 
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thorny. It is well known in theory, that the diffe- | 
rence between precipitation and diligence is, that 
this laft, as much a foe to inaction and floth as the 
other, engages in nothing wit! out h:ving firft con- 
fulted judgement upon it; while in practice they are 
almoft always confounded. 

In thofe arguments which [ made ufe of to the 
King, his convertion was always the foundation I 
fuppofed ; and his Majefty, by contradiéting none 
of them, gave me to underftand, that he would not 
be ftopped by that formality. 1 added only one 
thing more; which was, that he would nor fuffer 
this negotiation to degenerate into mere debates, as 
his adverfaries did, but clap fome military expedi- 
tion to it. Having many other reafons to add, I 
offered to give them to the King in writing His 
Majefty replied, there was no occalion for it; that 
he believed he comprehended all I could have to 
fay to him; and that, when he had time himfelf, 
he would difcourfe with me upon a fyftem, by which 
it feemed to him, that, after having united himfelf 
to the Ca.holics, it would not be impoffible to re- 
concile them to the Proteftants. 

‘That this refolution might be fully executed, the 
King, at his return to Mante, after the breaking 
aff the conference of Surene, caufed others, whol- 
ly upon the fubjects of religon, to be held between 
the Catholic doctors and the Proteftant minifters ; 
at which he was regularly prefent: and, on the o- 
ther hand, he made his preparations for opening 
the campaign, in the month of April, by fome ac- 
toa of importance, rather indeed to keep up his 
reputation with the people, than with a defign to 
continue ferioufly a war, for which his funds were 
abfolutely infufficient. 

This expediton was the fiege of Dreux, for 
which the King borrowed a large fum of money 
from the city of Mante ; and leaving that place a- 
bout the beginning of April, came to pafs the river 
of Eure at Serify, while I on my fide affembled, and 

I led 
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Jed the neceflary artillery. The Admiral de Biron, 
by che King’s order, invefted the city, which made 
little refiftance: all the difficulty lay in taking the 
caftle, and efpecially the tower Grife, which was 
cannon-proof. I promifed the King to carry it, if 
he would give me four Englith and Scotch miners, 
and a certain number of workmen. My enterprife 
did not fail to furnifh matter for laughter and con- 
tempt to my enemies, who eagerly feized this occa- 
fion to mortify me. The King, though very doubt- 
ful of my fuccefs, granted my requeft. 1 led my 
miners and pioneers to the foot of the tower, where, 
to guard them againft the fire and efforts of the be- 
fieged, I covered them with mantelets, and ftrong 
Pieces of wood, and made them apply fo clofely 
and with fuch eagernefs to the work, that, out of 
fix and thirty pioneers which I had, four only 
could work at once : the hardnefs of the ftone ex- 
haufted their ftrength, and covered them with fweat 
the inftant they began to work ; but I caufed them 
to be relieved immediately by four others ; fo that 
the work was not difcontinued for one moment, 
although the enemies within endeavoured to deftroy 
them, by precipitating large pieces of ftone, and 
firing inceflantly upon them. 

When I found that, notwithftanding this vigo- 
rous defence, I had the very firft day made an open- 
ing five feet in height, three in width, and four in 
depth; I believed the fuccefs almoft infallible. Six 
days were confumed in this work. I inclofed three 
or four hundred pounds of excellent powder, in 
feveral cavities of fix or feven feet fquare, in the 
thickeft part of the wall, which I fhut up with 
ftrong ftones cemented iogether with plaifter, lea- 
ving a paflage only for two large faucifies of dry 
hides filled with good powder, the end of which 
reached to the powder within, and joined on the 
outfide of the tower a train to which the fire was 
to be put. The Duke of Montpenfier, defirous of 

Worek of feeing 
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teeing the difpofition of this machine, received a 
muiket-fhot there in his face. Every one waited 
impatiently for my confufion, the refult of this 
great work. And when they were informed of the 
time when I was to fet fire to it, they eargerly af- 
fembled to behold the effect : which was not indeed 
inftantaneous ; for at firft a low found was heard, 
accompanied with a good deal of fmoke, during 
which a thoufand contemptuous glances were caft 
upon me; and I was forced to endure as many 
ftrokes of raillery upon my mine: but I foon had my 
revenge, Ina few minutes, a much thicker cloud 
of fmoke rofe as high at the tower, and, in an an- 
ftant, we faw it feparate precifely into two parts, 
one of which fell, dragging men, women, and chil- 
dren with it, who were buried under its ruins. The 
other continued ftill ftanding, but in fuch a condi- 
tion, that we could behold under its uncovered roof 
all thofe that were within, who, terrified and aito- 
nifhed at fuch an horrible accident, and at our fol- 
diers firing immediately and direétly upon them, 
fent forth moft lamentable cries. The King, mo- 
ved with co“ paffion, ordered the fire to ceafe, and 
fending for thofe miferable objects, gave a crown 
to each of them. The caftle inftantly furrendered ; 
and this once I was fure, that the government of 
acity, taken almoft wholly by my means, would 
no be refufed me. But D’O triumphed in gaining 
it from me, and I yielded it to him, after the King 
had reprefented to me, that the terms he was upon 
with the Catholic party made it impolitic to difob- 
lige them for fo flight a fubject. 

The king ftopped only to perform a few more’ 
fuch little expeditions, and returned immediately to’ 
Mante, to refume his conferences. ‘This alternate 
fucceffion of war and debates lafted all the time 
that the ftates continued to be held, and even till the 
day of the King’s abjuration. I fhould betray the 


caufe of truth, if I fuffered it to be only fufpected, 
that 
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that policy, the threats of the Catholics, the fatigue 
of labour, the love of repofe, the defire of freeing 
himfelf from the tyranny of foreigners, or even the 
good of the people, though highly laudable in it- 
felf, had entirely influenced the King’s laft refolu- 
tion. As faras I am able to judge of the heart of 
this prince, which I believe I know better than any 
perfon, it was indeed thofe confiderations which 
firft hinted to him the thoughts of his converfion ; 
and I confefs, that I myfelf fuggefted no others to 
him, fully perfuaded, as I have always been, al- 
though a Calvinift, from what I have gathered from 
the moft learned of the reformed minifters, that 
God is no lefs honoured in the Catholic than in the 
Proteftant church. But at length the King felt him- 
felf brought fo far, as to regard the Catholic faith 
as the moft fure. ‘The character of candor and 
fincerity which I always obferved in this prince, 
perfuades me, that he would have ill worn, during 

all the remainder of his life, fuch a dijguife. 
Moreover, the confeffion I make here ought not 
to be judged hardly of. It is not furprifing that 
Henry, who had never heard fo much fpoken of 
religion as in thefe conferences, and in thefe conti- 
nual controverfies, fhould fuffer himfeif to be 
drawn on that fide, which they were careful to 
make always victorious *. For it muft be obfer- 
ved, as an effect of the King’s prudent delays, that 
all, even the Proteftants, nay more, the Proteftant 
clergy who were employed in the conferences, were 
at laft thoroughly convinced, that the King’s change 
of religion was a thing abfolutely neceflary for the 
good of the ftate, for peace, and even for the ad- 
vantage 


* All thefe difcour‘es of the cardinals and prelates of France, whe- 
ther intended to enlighten his underftanding, or increafe his zeal, 
may be found in vol. 9214. of MSS. in the King’s library. A 

The fincerity of his converfion is there proved by the following 
marks: His refpeét for the Pope, the cardinals, and the whole cler- 
gy; his folicitude for the converfion of the young Prince of Conde ; 

Sha ` his 
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vantage of both religions: fo that there was a kind 
of general confpiracy to draw him to it The Pro- 
teftant clergy either defended themfelves no longer, 
or did it fo weakly, that their adverfaries had al- 
ways the advantage. 

The Abbé du Perron, who was there as in the 
feld of his glory, was not a man who would lofe 
the fruits of his victory: With that foft and infi- 
nuating converfation, that {trong and perfuafive c- 
loquence, that inexhauftible fund of erudition, fup- 
ported by a prodigious memory, he could neither 
be overthrown, nor convicted of falfehood, but by 
the help of a whole library; a kind of Janguithing 
defence. With princes, the tranfition from com- 
plaifance to flattery is very eafy. Some of the 
Proteftant clergy, who were moft about the King, 
and whom he confulted upon his difficulties, for- 
mally betrayed their faith +; or, by a concerted 
perplexity, flattered that religion which they al- 
ready looked upon to be the religion of the King. 

The leaders of the Proteftant party were not fo 
eafily brought this length. They were fometimes 
untractable. It was in vain to remonftrate to them, 
that, by their obftinacy, the King would lofe the 
crown; and that, fince it was neceflary it fhould be 
pofleffed by a Catholic prince, it was'an advantage 
to them, that this Catholic prince was the fame 
who had fo long been affectionately united with 
them, and upon whofe friendfhip they might rec- 


his alliance with the Pope, by marrying the Princefs of Florence ; his 
endeavours to cultivate a good intelligence between the fovereign 
Pontiff and the King of Engiand ; the marriage of his fifter with ths 
Duke of Bar; the erection of the hofpital for fick, and other build- 
ings ; the fepulchre of cur Lord, and the holy places; the fatisfaction 
which he fhewed at the victory gained over the Calvinifts by the Bi- 
fhop of Evreux, &c. 

t D’Aubigné names fome of thefe Proteftants; and obferves alfo, 
that the Marchionefs de ‘Monceaux, the King’s miftrefs, acted the 
fame part, in the hope of becoming Queen herielf, if Henry should 
be declared King. Vol. 3. book 3. chap. 22. 

; 2 kon. 


1593. OP sumt. 325 


kon. They had flattered themfelves, that they 
fhould fee a prince of their own faith upon the 
throne, and that Calvinifm fhould be the eitablifh- 
ed religion in France. They thought ir hard to be 
deprived of this advantage. Self-love in all reli- 
gions makes fuch a lofs be looked upon as irre- 
parable *, 

The King experienced this excefs of bad humour, 
when fome of the chief cities in the kingdom, that 
had been fuffered to groan under the oppreffion of 
an infinite number of little tyrants, firft applied to 
his Majefty, and deputed the Count of Belin to de- 
mand of him the freedom of commerce. Henry 
was either at Mante, or at Vernon, when the Count 
of Belin came to make him this propofition, which 
he received in the prefence of his whole council. 
‘There was not a Proteftant there who appeared 
willing that he fhould grant it; and what is ftill 
more furprifing, it met with equal oppofition from 
the Catholics, without their being able to affign a 
lawful, or even a plaufible reafon. All thefe per- 
tons perplexed one another in their deliberations, 
and perceived plainly that their opinion was ground- 
lefs, yet they could not alter it. The King look- 
ing at me that moment, ‘‘ Monfieur de Rofny, 
(faid he to me), what makes you fo thoughtful ? 
‘© Will not you fpeak your mind abfolutely any 
“« more than others?” I took the word, and was 
not afraid to declare myfelf againft all thofe who 
had given their opinions, by maintaining, that it 
was necefiary not to hefitate a moment in complet- 
ing the gaining the people over to the King’s in- 


* « IfI follow your advice,” replied Henry IV. to a clergyman 
named La-Faye, who addrefled him in the name of the Proteflant 
party, ‘ there will in a little time be neither a king nor kingdem in 
& France. Itis my defire to give peace to all my fuljects, and re- 
“€ pole to my foul, Confider among yourfelves whet is moft necef- 
« fary for your own fecuiity 3 you flail always find me ready to con- 
“ tent you.’ Chroa. Noven. id. 
i i terefts, 
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terefts, by an inftance of kindnefs which he might 
revoke if he found that they abufed it. This advice 
raifed a cry of difapprobation, which I have always 
regarded as a recrimination of that confent I had 
extorted from the council, which has been men- 
tioned before. Lhe King was obliged to yield to 
their importunity ; and the Count of Belin return- 
ed without fuccefs. 

Henry, however, made his reflections upon this 
refufal; and judging that there wanted but little 
more of the fame nature to alienate totally the 
people’s atfections from him, and to induce them 
to go over to the party of his enemies, he refolved 
to defer his converfion no longer. He well per- 
ceived, that he ought no longer to expect to van- 
quifh the oppofition of certain of the Proteftants, 
or to obtain their full confent to this ftep * ; but 
that it was neceflary to do fome violence, and to 
hazard fome murmurs, which would end in no- 
thing. As for the Catholics of his party, the 
King endeavoured only to diflipate their fears, 
that, looking upon them as perfons of whom he 
was fecure, he would apply himfelf wholly to the 
gaining the reft, by beftowing all favours upon 
them. He therefore at laft declared publicly, that 
the 20th of July fhould be the day of his abju- 
ration; and named the church of St. Denis for 
this ceremony. 

This declaration difconcerted the league, and 
filled the hearts of the people, and the Catholics of 
the royal party, with joy. The Proteftants, al- 
though they had expected it, murmured and fhrug- 
ged up their fhoulders, and did for form’s fake all 


* Henry IV. was always fenfible, that his abjuration would ex- 
pofe him to great hazards; which made him write in this manner to 
Mademoifelle d’Eflrées, ‘ On Sunday I fill take a perious leap. 
*¢ While T am writing to you, I have a hundred treublefome people 
ec about me, which makes me deteft Sr. Deris as much as you do 
t Mante,” &c, See the new edition of Henry the Great’s letters. 


that 
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that fuch a juncture required of them ; but they 
did not exceed the bounds of obedience, All the 
ecclefiaftics, with Du-Perron, intoxicated with his 
triumph, at their head, flocked together ; every 
one was defirous of a fhare in this work. Du- 
Perron, for whom | had obtained the bifhopric of 
Evreux, thought he could not fhew his gratitude: 
for it in a better manner, than by exerciting his 
function of converter upon me. He accotted me 
with all the confidence of a conqueror, and propo- 
fed to me to be prefent at a ceremony, where he 
flattered himfelf he fhould fhine with fuch lights, 
as would diffipate the profoundeft darknefs, ‘* Sir, 
** (replied I,) ‘‘ all I have to do by being prefent 
‘© at your, difputes, is, to examine which fide pro- 
< duces the ftrongeft and moft valid reafons. ‘The 
« ftate of affairs, your number, and your riches, 
‘© require that your diftinQions fhould prevail.” 
In effect, they did. There was a numerous court 
at St. Denis, and all was conducted with great 
pomp and fplendor. I may be difpenfed with 
dwelling upon the defcription of a ceremony, 
which the Catholic hiftorians * will do with equal 
prolixnefs and complacency. 

I did not imagine I could be of any ufe at this 
time; therefore kept myfelf retired, as one who 
had no intereft in the fhew that was preparing, 
when I was vifited by Du-Perron, whom the Car- 
dinal of Bourbon had fent to me, to decide a final 
difpute that had arifen about the terms in which the 
form of the King’s profeflion of faith fhould be 
conceived, ‘The Catholic priefts and doctors ftuff- 
ed it induftrioufly with all the trifles their heads 


“a 


* See, befides the above mentioned hiftorians, Mezerai, and the 
volume of MSS, marked $935. in 'he King’s hbrary ; where may be 
found likewi'e the letter written to his Holinefs by the King, the 
commiffion given to M. du Perron, when he wert to Rome to make 
a tender of obedienceto the Pope, and the King’s declaration of the 
motives of his converfion, 

were 
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were filled with ; and were going to make it a ridi- 
culous paper, inftead of a grave and folemn compo- 
fition, ‘Lhe Proteftant minifters, and the King 
himfelf, could not away * with the childifh infigni- 
ficancies with which they had ftuffed this formula ; 
and it accafioned a conteftation which had like to 
have ruined all. 

I went immediately with Du-Perron to the Car- 
dinal of Bourbon, with whom it was agreed, that 
none of the points of faith which were controvert- 
ed by the two churches fhould be omitted, but that 
all the reft fhould be fupprefied as ufelefs. The 
parties approved of this regulation; and the inftru- 
ment + was drawn up in fuch a manner, that the 
King acknowledged there all the Roman tenets con- 
cerning the holy fcripture, the church, the num- 
ber and the ceremonies of the facraments, the fa- 
crifice of the mafs, tranfubftantiation, the doctrine 
of juftification, the invocation of faints, the wor- 
{hip of relics and images, purgatory, indulgences, 
and the fupremacy and power of the Pope t. After 
which the fatistaction was general |j. 


BOOK 


e Letus notfpeak of a reguiem, (faid Henry IV.) Iam not 
dead yet.” 

+ See the original of it in the old Memoirs. Du-Plefis-Mornay, 
and Mezerai after him, reproached the Kirg and the Catholics, ap- 
parently without any foundation, that this firft inftrument which 
they fupprefled, was however the fame that was fent to the Pope, as 
if che King had compofed, written, and figned it with his own hand, 
but, in reality, counterfeited, by M, Lominie. ‘Thefe are his 
own words, book T. p. 198. book 2, p. 207. 

t Arother act of equal validity, by which Henry IV. acknow- 
ledged the Pope’s zuthori:y, is the declaration which he made after 
his converfion, that it wes neceflary, and the confufion of affairs, 
that cbliged him t` refufe sbfolution from the prelates of France, ra- 
ther than from thofe of St, Peter, This declaration is recorded in 
Viller ws Memcirs of ftate, vol. 3. p. 61. 

| It was Renauld, or Beatine de Samblaincai, Archbithop of Bour- 
ges, who received the King’s abjuration. The Cardinal of Bourbon, 
who was not a prieft, and mine other bifhops, affifted at the ceremo- 
ny. Henry 1V, entering the chapel of Sc. Penis, the Archbifhop faid 
to him, “Who aie you ? (Henry rephed) I am the King, “© What 

oF is 
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a ceremony of the King’s abjuration was 
followed by a deputation * of the Duke of 
Nevers to Rome, who, together with the Cardinal 
de Gondy, and the Marquis de Pifany, were to 
make the Pope the obeifance ufual in fuch cafes. 
Although this change was a mortal ftroke for the 
league, the Spaniards and the Duke of Maienne 


js your requeft ? (faid the Archbifhop.) ‘ Tobe received, (faid 
« the King) unto the pale of the Catholic, Apoftolic, and Pomp 
« church? * Do you defire it? ” added the prelate, “ Yes I do 
«t defire it,” replied the King. Then kneeling, he faid, « I pro- 
“c teft and fwear, in the prefence of Almighty God, to live and die 
« in the Catholic, Apoftolic, and Roman religion: to proteét and 
** defend it againit all its enemies, at the hazard of my blood and 
« life, renouncing all herefies contrary to this Catholic, Apoftolic, 
«¢ and Roman church.” Heafterwarcs put this fame confeflion, in 
writing into the hands of the Archbithop, who piefented him his 
ying to kifs, giving him abfolution with a loud voice, and heard 
his confeffion, during which Te Deum was fung, &c. See a par- 
ticular account of the ceremony in the hiftorians, Cayet, book 5. 
p. 222. et fegg, Matthieu, &c. 

S ee VIII. refuted to acknowledge and receive the Duke of 
Nevers as ambaflador, and would oblige the French bifhups to go and 
prefent themfelves to the grand inquifitor, pretending that they had 
no power to abfolve the King. M. de Thou blames, with as much 
reafon, the Pope's inflexibility upon this occafion, as he extols the 
courage, prudence, and the whole conduct of the Duke of Nevers, 
book 108, See Mem, de Nevers. tom. 2. MSS. de bibliot. du 
Roi, and in the hiftorians above mentioned, the particulars of the 
embaffies of Nevers and Luxemburg, and the negotiations of Father 
Serapbin Olivari, Dela Clielle, of the Abbots du Perron and 
d’Offat with the Holy Father. The Pope ftill deferred a longtime 
an abfolution, which he had a great defire to grant, and received very 
3H La Clielle, who prefented to him the letters of Henry IV. Fa- 
ther Seraphin, who was prefent, and plainly perceived that the Pope's 
anger was only feigned, faid to him merrily, ‘ Holy Father, if tre 
“ devil himfelf was to cume and afk an audience of you, and if there 
“< was any hope of converting him, you could not in confcience 
< deny him it?” Tnis made his Holinefs fmile, 
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ftill held out. They endeavoured to perfuade their 
partifans, that there {till remained refources capable 
of fruftrating it: but all of them fpoke at that 
time contrary to their fentiments; and this feigned 
conte was only detigned to obrain greater ad- 

vantages from the King, before he was well efta- 
blifhed on the throne. 

This is not a fimple conjecture, at leaft with re- 
gard to the King of Snip fince it is certain, that 
he ordered ‘Taxis and $ Stuniga to offer the King face. 
cours fufficient to reduce all the chiefs of the Icagne 
and the Proteftant party, without annexing any oO- 
ther condition to this offer, than a ftrict alliance be- 
tween the two crowns, and an agreement, that the 
King fhould give no fupport to the rebels in the 
Low Countries. Philip II. judged of Henry by 
himfelf, and confidered his convertion only as the 
principle of a new political fyftem, which required 
him to betray his oldefe engagements. It may not, 
perhaps, be unufeful to make here a remark upon 
Spain: it is, that although before and after the 
oan of Catharine de Medicis, fhe had put a thou- 
fand different fprings in motion, and although fhe 
had changed parties and interefts every time fhe 
thought it expedient to draw advantages from the 
divifions that agitated this kingdom, the Protettant 
party was the only one to which fhe had never 
turned herfelf. She has often publicly protefted, 
that fhe never had the leaft intention to gain or 
fuffer their alliance. It is by confequence of this 
fame antipathy, that the Spaniards have conftantly 
refufed the new religion admiffion into their ftates : 
which cannot be attributed to any thing but the 
republican maxims with which thefe religioaifis are 
accufed of being tainted. The King being more 
and more convinced, that to choak the feeds of 
{chifm in his kingdom, it was necefiary to give 
none of the different factions occafion to boaft, that 


his power was at their difpofal; and that, to reduce 
all 
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all parties, he muft not efpoufe any : he therefore 
conitantly rejected thefe offers from spain, and 
thofe which the Duke of Maïenne made him to the 
fame purpofe; but, at the fame time, appeared 
willing to treat with any of the chiefs or of the cities 
of the league which would furrender, and to rt- 
compenfe them in proportion to their forwardnefs 
and fervices: and it was this prudent medium that 
he was refolved to perfift in. Although his laft 
action had united him to the religion ot the league, 
yet his averfion to the {pirit of that body, and to 
the maxims by which it had ever been conducted, 
was not diminifhed: the very name only of the 
league was {ufficient to kindle his indignation. ‘The 
Catholic leaguers fuppoling that his abjuration au- 
thorifed them to abolith, in fome cities which de- 
pended upon them, the edicts that were favourable 
to the Huguenots, the King caufed them to be re- 
eftablifhed : and tho’ in fome places, the leaguers 
had obtained the confent even of the Huguenots 
themfelves (determined to purchafe peace at any 
price) for this purpofe, yet the Proteftant party 
murmuring at it, Henry cancelled all that had been 
done to that effeét *, and manifefted, that his in- 
tention was to keep the balance always equal. 

The Duke of Maienne, finding that in his laft 
{cheme, which he had believed infallible, he was 
difappointed as well as the reft, placed all his fu- 
ture dependence upon his old friends the Parifians, 
and neglected no method by which he might awa- 
ken their mutinous humour. But very far from 
fucceeding in this attempt. he could not even hin- 
der them from difcovering their joy at what had 


* The King, onthe t2th of December this vear, held an afem- 
bly of the Proteftants at Mante, in which he publicly declared, that 
his chang'ng his rel'gion fhould make no alteraticn in the affair of 
the Proteftants, Aden. dela tigue, tome 5. And the Calvini’'s ha- 
ving made many demands, he told them, that he could not grant 
them, Lurt that he would tolerate them. Matthieu, tom. 2. b. I. 
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juft pafled at St. Denis. They talked publicly of 
peace, and in his very prefence ; and he had the 
mortification to hear a propofal to fend deputies to 
the King, to demand a truce for fix months, and 
to be obliged to give his own confent to it. The 
truce for three months, that had been granted them 
at Suréne f, had only given them a relifh for a 
longer one. 

Lhe King gave audience to the deputies in full 
council. The greateft number of thofe who com- 
pofed it, liftening only to their jealoufy of the Duke 
of Maïenne, whom they feared as a man that had 
the means in his power of purchafing favour and 
rewards, were of opinion, that no regard ought to 
be had to the demand of the deputies, becaufe the 
perfon who fent them perififted in his revolt againft 
the King, ever fince his abjuration. Notwithftand- 
ing. the juftice of not confounding the Duke of. 
Maienne with the Parifians, I faw this advice was 
likely to be followed; and certainly it could not but 
have produced fome terrible misfortune. I infifted 
fo ftrongly upon theadvantage of letting the people, 
already recovered from their firft wanderings, tafte 
the fwectnefs of a peace, which would intereft them 
{till more in the King’s favour, that this prince de- 
clared he would grant the truce they demanded of 
him, but only forthe months of Auguft, Septem- 
ber, and O&tober. 

The next day a prodigious concourfe of the po- 
pulace of Paris allembled at St. Denis. ‘The King 
thewed himfelf to the people, affifted publicly at 
mafs; where-ever he turned his fteps, the croud 
was fo great, that it was * fometimes impoffible to 

pierce 


Țt Or at Villet, fituated between Paris and St. Denis, as it is ob- 
ferved inthe Memoirs of the league. Iti» dated July 31. and was 
publ.fhed the next day at Paris, 

* «« They are wild, a <d faid Henry, to fee a King.” teil, id. 
Tn ale ter which he wrote to Macemovifelle D’Eftrées, upon this or 
iome fimilar cecafizn, he fays, “ A pleafant adventure befel me at 

F * church ; 
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pierce through them: at the fame moment, a mil- 
lion of voices together, cried, Zong live the King. 
Every one returned, charmed with his good mien, 
his condefcention, and that popular air which was 
natural to him. ‘ God blefs him, (faid they, with 
** tears in their eyes,) and grant that he may foon 
« do the fame in our church of Notre-Dame 
« in Paris.” J obferved to the Kine this difpofi- 
tion of the people with regard to him: tender and 
fenfible as he was, he could not behold this fpec- 
tacle without a livcly emotion. 

The Spaniards had recourfe to their ordinary 
fubtilties. D’Entragues came to me one morning, 
and told me, that a Spaniard was juft arrived at St. 
Denis, charged with important difpatches, from 
Mandoce, who had ordered him to addrefs himielf 
directly to me, as being the only man who had any 
knowledge of the propofals which he had a long 
time ago made to the King at Bearn, by Moreau 
and the Vifcount de Chaux. This Spaniard, whofe 
name was Ordognes or Nugnes, had been a domeftic 
of D’Entragues, whofe fervice he had quitted for 
that of Mandoce: D’ Entragues correfponded, by 
his means, with the Spanifh ambaflador to the 
league: ‘This is what I learned of this man by the 
recital, whether true or falfe, that D’Entragues 
made me. I did not confide much in this Spanifh 
emiflary, and fcarcely more in D’Entragues, with 
whofe turbulent difpofition I was acquainted. I 
received him therefore coldly enough; for I did 
not doubt but this was all a Spanith ftratagem, But 
D’Entragues feemed fo offended at my fufpicions of 
his fidelity, and added fo many afiurances of the 
veracity of his Nugnes, that I permitted him to 
bring him to me that evening. The King, whom 


ce church: an old woman of eighty years of age, feized me by the 
e head and kifedme; T was not the firft who laughed at it; to- 
e morrow you fhall pmify my mouth.” Remmi acs estres & Lifiry le 
Grand : 
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T informed of D’Entrague’s vifit, had the fame opi- 
nion of it that I had: however, he commanded me 
to hear the envoy. 

D’Entragues did not fail to return at the time 
appointed, accompanied by the Spaniard ; who, 
after fome vague converfation about the joy there 
was in the court of Spain for the King’s abjuration, 
and infinite proteftations of good-will, which I had 
no reafon to believe very fincere, at length told me, 
he was charged to propole a marriage “beween the 
King and the Infanta of Spain, with fome other ar- 
ticles, which he declared he had been ordered to 
explain only to the King himfelf, to whom he in- 
treated me to prefent him. Henry being willing to 
hear him, I told Nugnes, without any ceremony, 
that fince he came from fo fufpected a place, he muft 
purchafe the honour ‘of an audience from his Ma- 
jefty, by fubmicting to a few precautions that 
wouid perhaps be a little mortifying. fie thought 
nothing too hard, J therefore begin to fearch him 
myfelf, and afterwards caufed two of my valets de 
chambre to make a more rigid fcrutiny about his 
perfon and cloaths; one of them having been a 
taylor, acquitted himfelf perfectly. When he came 
‘into the King’s apartment, I made him kneel, and 
held both his hands betwixt mine. He added no- 
thing to the propofals he had already made me; 
but talked of the alliance between the two crowns, 
in terms fo fpecious and fo magnificent, that the 
King, who at firft would hardly liften to him, could 
uot hinderhimfelf from approving of the Spaniard’ s 
propofal, to fend fome perfon on whom he could 
rely, to inquire of Don Bernardin de Mendoce 
himfelf, if the truth of what he had juft faid 
could be reckoned upon, 

This deputation, which would have the appear- 
ance of a myftery, I could not approve of, and ftill 
lefs of the choice his Majefty made of La-Varenne 

for 
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for this occafion, a man full of vanity *. The 
King, to whom I difcovered all my appr chenfions, 
thought he fhould avoid any appearance of an en- 
gagement or negotiation with Spain, by giving La- 
Varenne no commiffions in writing, and making 
the regulation of fome boundaries upon the frontiers 
of Spain the pretence for his journey. La-Varenne 
had no fooner received orders to depart, than he 
boafted of his commiflion, affumed the ambaffador, 
and reprefented himfelf as fuch to Mandoce; who, 
on his fide, paid him greater honours than he had 
required. This produced the effect which the Spa- 
niards defigned it fhould. It was for fome time be- 
lieved in England and Germany, that Henry court- 
ed the King of Spain’s friendfhip, and to break the 
alliance with the Proteftant powers ; which might 


* His name was William Fouquet, and he derived the title of La- 
Varenne from the marquifate of La-Varenne in Anjou, which he 
bought. His firft employment was that of a cook to the Princefs 
Cathaiine, and his chief excellency in it was larding meat, If it be 
true, that this princefs met him one day after his preferment, and 
faid to him, “* La-Varenne, You have gained more by carrying pou- 
et Jets * to my brother, than by larding pullets to me ;° one may 
conclude, that the means by which he gained the King’s favour were 
not the moft honeft. He was firt made cloak-bearer to this prince, 
afterwards counfellor of ftate, and comptroller-general of the poft- 
ofice, and always lived in great familiarity with Henry IV. who gave 
him let ers of nobility, La- Varenne appointed a gentleman to attend 
his fon, ‘* What,” faid this prince to him, “ if thou hadh given 
« thy fon to a gentleman, 1 fhould have underftood what you would 
< be at; but to give a gentleman to him, is what I cannot compre- 
« hend.” They fay, likewife, that La-Vareane having obtained 
fome favour of the King, which the Chancellor de Believre made 
fome difficulty to grant him, La-Varenne faid to him, “ Sir, don’t 
< have fuch a high opinion of yourfelf. I would have you know, 
e that if my mafter was twenty-five years younger, I would not 
«© change my employment for yours. See 1)” Aubigné, Geneal. de 
Sainte-Maithe, Mem. de M. Je Duc d’Anguléme, Mem. de Du- 
Pleflis, &c. Menagiana. Cayet, ibid. tom. 5. p. 276. {peaks of the 
embafly of La- Varenne into Spain, in a quite diferent maancr irom 
our Memoirs, 


* The original word is of an anbiguent meaning, densting bit! e fulet 
gnd a girl, 


perhaps 
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perhaps have produced an open rupture, if the King 
had not taken meafures immediately to convince 
them of the contrary. 

A lafi refource which the league now depended 
upon, and which was the caufe that they always 
protracted an agreement or rupture with the Spa- 
niards, was the horrid refolution of affaflinating the 
King: A refolution with which they knew well how 
to infpire a {mall number of determined men, whofe 
heads they had turned with the alluring pr ofpect of 
great rewards, if they fucceeded in their enterprife, 
and the hopes of meriting a crown of martyrdom if 
they failed in it. Nature itfelf fo recoils at the re- 
flection, that thofe who boaft of being the fupport- 
ers of religion, fhould fo monftroufiy abufe what 
jt holdeth molt facred, that this paflage ought to be 
effaced from all hiftorics ; were it not likewife cer- 
tain, that there is not any fociety of men, who bear 
the name of Chriftians, that would net reject with 
indignation the imputation of authorifing fuch a 
defign. It were even criminal to accufe any body 
of men, or even any individual, without proofs too 
clear to be contefted. 

The King had them but too frequently * in thofe 
journeys he took from St. Denis to Chalons-fur- 
marne, to Fort de Gournai, to Brie-comterobert, 
ło Melun, and afterwards to Meulan and Fontaine- 
bleau, Upon this article, the monks efpecially have 
contracted a ftain which they will not eafily efface. 
Henry, while at Melun, had like to have perifhed 
by the hand of thefe furies, whom the Jefuits and 
Capuchins had difperfed over all. Among other 


* Cayet, Chron. Noven. book g. p. 280. fpeaks more pef ively 
ef thofe conlpiracics againft the life-of Henry IV, Marifot fays, that 
a Flamard, named Woenius, came to St, Denis with a defign to ftab 
this ee) 3 tut chferving ith wit devotion he behaved at mafs, 
he the ew him cif at his teet, ard implored his pardon; but after- 

wards, refuming his firft intention, he was broke upon the wheel in 
2593. Chap. 33. ; 
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informations which were fent him upon this fub- 
ject, he received advice, that one of thefe villains 
-had fet out from Lyons, with a refolution to come 
and attempt to affaifinate him. + Fortunately, be- 
fore he left Lyons, he declared his defigns, in con- 
feflion to a prieft ; who, frighted at his frenzy, re- 
vealed it to a gentleman of Lyons. This gentle- 
man pofted away immediately to get to Melun be- 
fore the murderer, and defcribed him fo exa&ly to 
the King, from the picture the prieft had drawn of 
him, that he was known and feized amongft the 
croud at Melun, confeffed his crime, and received 
chaftifement. The King was afhamed even for his 
enemies, who, by this wickednefs, difcovered fo ma 
niteftly the bottom of their hearts. He found him- 
felf equally alarmed with all thefe attempts againft 
his perfon, and tormented with the precautions he 
‘was obliged to take; and often complained to me 
in the bittereft manner Í 
He had been happy, if the behaviour of the Ca- 
tholics in his court had at leaft confoled him for 
‘that of the Catholics in the league But the King’s 
abjuration had produced no more change in them 
‘than the others; and they thought they had no leis 
right to fubjeét him to all their caprices. “hey 
bore with impatience the King’s not breaking off 
all commerce with his old Proteftant fervants, and 
openly murmured if he but converfed with any of 
them, efpecially with me. The apprehenfion of 
my bringing him back to his former belief, affected 
` 


+ See Davila, book 4.; Mem. of the league; de Thou, b. 107.5 
M zeay; b. 62. Gc. Tris poper to obferve here once for all, that 
when the Duke of Sully and other Calvini writers throw out fuch 
imputations upon Villeroi Jeannin, D’Offat, and the Jefuits, it fig- 
nines no more, in the fenfe of the writers themfelves, than that fuch 
a thing happened in confequence of the principles, writings, thefes, 
preacnings, the ffirit, in a word, that actuated the league; and not 
that fuch a peron or fuch a Jefu was the author and mover of the 
action. See Cayet, b. 5. &c. 
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them much lefs than their fufpicions that, in thefe 
converfations I had with the King, I fhould prevail 
upon him to reétify the abufes in the government, 
elpecially the diforder in the finances. Henr y, who 
was not yet in a condition to fpeak as a mafter, had 
the complaifance to avoid all particular converfa- 
tion with the Huguenots, refumed his conferences 
upon religion with the Catholics only, and conti- 
nued them at Andrefy and Milly *. I took this 
opportunity to afk the King’s permiffion to go to 
Bontin, where I had grain to fell to the value of 
yet 60c0 crowns. He granted it, and told me, 
that, at my return, he might perhaps fee more 
clear ly into his affairs, and be able to talk farther 
with me. 

J came to Bontin with my wife, at a time when 
grain bore a very high price. All the great cities, 

taking advantage of the truce, haftened to fill their 
magazines, whatever might happen, and paid for 
what they bought with the money which the Spa- 
niards had fcattered over all. Spanifh piftoles were 
then fo common, that commerce was generally car- 
ried on in that money. 

I had fearce fold half of my grain, when a letter 
the King wrote to me from Fountainbleau obliged 
mè to attend him. He had, in my abfence, open- 
ed three letters directed to me, from which he could 
draw no intelligence, becaufe two of them, one of 
which came from Madam de Simiers, fifter to Vi- 
try, and a great friend of Admiral Villars, and the 
other from La-Font, were written in cyphers; and 
all that the third, which came from a man named 
Defportes, of Verneuil, contained, was, that he had 


* And likewife at Pontoife in Fleury, a caftle in Gatinois, be- 
lonsing to Henry Ciaufe, grand mafter of the fores and the waters, 
Th Roman Catholics who were there, were, according to M. de Thou, 
Mef. ce Schomberg, de Villeroi, de Belin, de Revol, Jeannin, and 
de Thou himfelf, who gives us alfo to underftand, that they fpoke 
more of politics than of religion. 
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fomething to communicate to me, relating to the 
propofal I made hiai in my abbey of St. Taurin of 
Evreux. The King, rigidly watched by the Catho-" 
lics, could only give me thofe letters, with the con- 
tents of which I afterwards acquainted him. De- 
fportes was the agent employed by the Baron de 
Medavy, to treat of an accommodation with him, 
and the furrender of Verneuil. The letter fron, 
Madam de Simiers, and that from La-Font, turned ` 
only upon fome facilities which now pr efented them- 
felves, to engage Villars in the King’s intereft. But 
affairs foon took another turn with regard to hiin: 
the lofs of Fefcamp fo affected this governor, that, 
for this time, he broke off all accommodation. ig 
was informed of it by new letters from Madam de 
Simiers and Lia-Font, in anfwer to mine, at thé very” 
moment when, by the King’s command, I was pre- 
paring to go and ‘confirm Villars in his good refo- 
lutions. 

This was what had happened at Fefcamp ; it is 
a ftroke of hardinefs that merits particular mention, 
Whea this fort was taken by Byron from the league, 
in the garrifon that was turned out of it, there’ was’ 
a gentleman called Bois rofé, a man of heart and of 
head, who remarked exactly the place out of which’ 
he was driven ; and taking his precautions’ deep, 
contrived to get two foldiers, whom he had gained, 
to be received into the new garrifon which was put 
into Fefcamp by the royalifts. “That fide of the fort 

next the fea is a perpendicular rock fix’ hundred 
Peet high, the bottom of which, for about thé’height 
of twelve feet, is continually wathed by the fea; ex- 
cept four or five days in the year, duri ing the utmoft 
recefs of the fea, when, for the fpace of three or 
four hours, it leaves fifteen or twenty fathom of 
dry fand at the foot of the rock. Bois-rofé, who 
found it impoffible by any other way to fur prife a 
garrifon, who guarded attentively a place lately 
taken, did not doubt of accomplithing his defign, 
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if he could enter by that fide which was thought 
inacceflible. He thought e longer but how to 
render the thing poflible ; and this was the expedi- 
ent he took. 

He had agreed upon a fignal with the two foldiers 
whom he had corrupted, and one of them waited 
for it continually upon the top of the rock, where 
he pofted himfelf during the whole time that it was 
low water. Bois-rofé taking the opportunity of a 
very dark night, came with fifty refolute men, cho- 
fen for the purpofe from amongft all the failors, 
and landed with too floops at the foot of the rock. 
He had provided himfelf with a thick cable, equal 
in length to the height of the rock, and tying knots 
at-certain diftances, run fhort fticks through, to 
ferve to fupport them as they climbed. The foldier 
whom he had gained, having waited fix months 
for the fignal, no fooner perceived it, than he let 
down a cord from the top of the precipice, to 
which thofe below faftened the cable, by which 
means it was wound up to the top, and made faft 
to an opening in the battlement with a ftrong crow 
run through an iron ftaple made for that purpofe. 
Bois-rofé giving the lead to two ferjeants, whofe 
courage he was well convinced of, ordered the fifty 
foldiers to mount the ladder in the fame manner, 
one after another, with their weapons tied round 
their bodies, himfelf bringing up the rear, to Pe 
away from the faint- hearted all hope of returning 
which indeed foon became impoflible; for bea 

they had afcended half way, the fea rifing more than 
fix feet, carried off their floops, and fet their cable 
a- floating. The neceflity of exrricating one’s felf 
from a difficult ftep is not always a fecurity againit 
fear, when there is fo much caufe for apprehen- 
fion. Let one but reprefent to himfelf thefe fitty 
men, fufpended between heaven and earth, in the 
midft of darknefs, trufting folely to a machine fo 
infecur ey that the leaft want of caution, the treach- 
ery 
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ery of a mercenary foldier, or the flighteft fear, 
might precipitate them into the abyfs of the fea, or 
daih them upon the rocks; add to this, the noife 
of the waves, the height of the rock, their laffitude 
and faintnefs ; it will not < appear furprifing, that the 
moft refolute of the troop fhould tremble, as, in 
effect, he who conducted them began to do. This 
ferjeant telling the next man that he conid mount 
no higher, and that his heart failed him, Bois-rofé, 
to whom this difcourfe pafied from mouth to mouth, 
and who perceived the truth of it by their advan- 
cing no higher, took his meafures without hefta- 
tion. He ‘patted oxer the bodies of all the fifty that 
were before him, advifing to keep firm, and 
got up to the foremoft, whom he attempted to re- 
animate ; but finding that gentlenefs would net pre- 
vail, he obliged him to mount, by pricking him in 
the back with his poinard; and, doubtlefs, if he 
had not obeyed him, he would have run him thro’, 
and precipitated him into the fea. At length, with 
incredible labour and fatigue, the whole troop got 
to the top of the rock, a little before the break “of 
day, and was introduced by the two foldiers into 
the caftle, where they began to flaughter without 
mercy the centinels and the whole guard: fleep 
delivered up almoft all the garrifon to the mercy of 
the enemy, who carried it with a high hand over 
all who refifted, and poffeffed themfelves of the fort. 
Bois-rofé immediately fent notice of this almoft 
incredible fuccefs to Admiral Villars, and thought 
the government of the citadel he had fo dearly 
bought was the leaft gratification he might expcct. 
However, he heard that Villars, or rather the Com- 
mandeur “de Grillon, had a difign to drive him out 
of it Inthe firft tranfports of his rage for this in- 
juftice, he delivered the caftle of Felcamp to the 
King, whofe converfion he had juft been informed. 
of. Villars, at this news, broke off the negotiation 
which he had permitted Madam de Simiers A 
‘Ont 
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Font to carry on in his name, and fent forces to in- 
veft'Fefcamp. Bois-rofé, finding himfelf too weak 
to make a longretiftance, called the King to his aid, 
who inftintly fet forward for Dieppe and came to 
St. Vallery in Caux. When this hoftility broke out, 
the three months truce was expired ; but the King 
had been prevailed upon to prolong it for two or 
three months, upon the Duke of Maienne’s repre- 
fentation, that it was neceffury he fhould have more 
time to fettle an affair of fuch importance as his ac- 
commodation, and that of the league. He tailed 
not to exclaim againft this violation of the truce ; 
and fent the Count of Belin, governor of Paris, to 
the King, to complain of it. Belin came to St. 
Vallery, acquitted himfelf of his conmmiffion, and 
demanded a farther prolongation of the truce for 
three months; a time neccilary for the Duke of 
Miienne to make known his laft intentions at Rome 
and Madrid, whither he had fent Cardinal de Joy- 
eule and Montpezat for that purpofe. ‘the King, 
who perceived he only wanted to amufe him, re- 
jected the Count of Belin’s propofals ; and, without 
liftening to any more complaints of the aétion, which’ 
his enemies had been the firft caufe of eae 
directly to Fefcamp, forced the troops of Villars 
to retire, and provided this fortrefs abundantly 
with all that was neceffary for its fecurity. 

The King, at his return to’ Mante, being in- 
formed that the Marquis de Vitry was inclined to 
receive him into Vieaux, to fecond the good inten- 
tions of this governor, he came to Lagny, where 
all was regulated in fuch a manner, that he made his 
public entry into Meaux * on the firft day of the year 


1594. 


* The Duke of Maïenne upbraiding Vitry for having betrayed’ 
him, in delivering the city of Mcaux into the King’s hands, Vitry 
faid to his meffe-ger, “ You prefs me oo much: you will at laft 
“* make me {peak as be omes a foldier. Suppo‘e a thief had folen a 
“<a purfe, and confided it to my care; if afterwards, coming to the 
c knowledge of the right owner, I fhouid reftore it him, and refufe 
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1594. La-Chatre immediately followed this ex- 
ample, with the cities of Orleans and Bourges. 

‘The truce being at an end, the King laid iliege to 
Ferte Milon. I would have taken this opportunity 
to finith the bufinefs that had carried me to Bon- 
tin; but his Majefty commanded me to review fame 
battalions of Swifs at Montereau. Ifent to Madam 
de Rofny to meet me at this place, from whence 
I intended to carry her to Mante. She waited for 
me there in vain. Two days before that in which 
i was to review the Swifs, I received new difpatches 
from Madam de Simiers and La-Font, which in- 
formed me, that the man (meaning Villars) was ap- 
peafed, and that nothing hindered me from refu- 
ming the fcheme that had been laid afide. ‘This af- 
fair the King thought of fuch importance, as not to 
admit of a moment’s delay. The Count de Chalig- 
ny, juft then coming to the army with a paflport 
for Paris, intreated the King to fenda perfon whom 
he coulddepend upon, to conduc him to that city; 
and the King was willing that I fhould avail myielf 
of this double occafion of learning more particular- 
ly the diipofitions of the Duke of Maienne and the 
league, and of getting to Rouen fecurely. 

I accompanied, therefore, the Count de Chaligny 
to Paris ; from whence, after having an inte: view 
with the Duke of Maienne, I went to Louviers, to 
the houfe of the Sieur de St. Bonnet, about two 
leagues from Rouen: from this place I fent no- 
tice of my arrival to the intromitters : they came 
to fetch me the next evening, and introduced me 
into Fort St, Catharine, where Capt. Boniface te- 
ceived and treated me magnificently, while we wait- 
ed for Villars, who came at ‘night, attended only 
by one fervant; I likewife having none but my va- 
let de chambre with me. We did not part till af- 


€ to give it back to the thief who had intrufted me with it, do you 
« think I fhould commit a wicked and treafonable action ? So iris 
‘© in ihe affair of the city or Meaux,” Memoirs for the hiftory of 
France, tom, 2. 

ter 
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ter aconverfation of two hours, which left me en- 
tirely fatisfied of the fentiments of this governor. 
Our interview was conducted with the utmoft fe- 
crecy; for, befides that the governors of the prin- 
cipal royal:ft cities in the neighbourhood of Rouen 
would not have failed, either through jealoufy or 
through intere{t, to crofs the negotiation, and per- 
haps have done fomething worfe, as, in effect, they 
did, as foon as they had any fufpicion of the affair. 
here were in this province a great number of 
forces, aswell foreigners as thofe belonging to the 
league, of which Villars was not entirely mafter, 
and which might in a little time be joined by fuch 
confiderable fupplies, as to make him repent of his 
meatures ` 

I ftaid five whole days in Fort St. Catherine with 
the fame privacy ; during which time I had feveral 
conferences with Vill:rs, and entered upon thé 
principal conditions of his accommodation. Intereft 
was not here the greateft dithculty to get over; he 
was lefs folicitous to gratify mercenary views, than 
to beconvinced that the King, by treating with him, 
fought not only to gain the capital of a province, 
but to bind to his intereft a man who manifefted 
as great an inclination, as he had abilities, to ferve 
him. Ichas been already obferved, what idea Vil- 
lers had conceived of the King. As foon as my 
difcourfe had confirmed him in it, I could perceive 
the treaty to be in great forwardnefs ; but I could 
not then go any farther, not having in writing the 
neceflary powers for concluding the affair. 

But to give a more perfect knowledge of this 
governor : All that you could fee of him had a re- 
ference to one or other of two qualities that pre- 
dominated in his charatter, or was produced by 
their mixture. Thefe two qualities were valour 
and integrity. The firft rendered his heart eleva- 
ted and generous, full of a pride noble and .natu- 

ale , 
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ral *, which is nothing elfe but the fentiment of 
our worth; a fentiment that has nothing of that 
pitiful vanity: and affectation, by which one is loft 
in an overweening admiration of himfelf. The fe- 
cond makes a man fincere and ingenuous, inca- 
pable of artifice and furprife, and ever difpofed to 
fubmit to reafon and to juftice. He who unites 
both the two, has rarely any other fault than a 
haftineis in the firt moments of anger 

Such was Villars; and what I have ftill to fay 
concerning him will juftify the truth of this charac- 
ter. Nature had not formed him to continue long 
am enemy to a prince with whom he had fo great 
a conformity in his humour. The only difference 
between them was, that Henry, by continual re- 
fleCtions upon the effects of anger, by a habit ac- 
quired in a long courfe of adverfity, by the necef- 
fity he was under of gaining friends; and finally, 
by the bent of his heart to tendernefs, had convert- 
ed thefe firft traniports, fo vehement, into fimple 
movements + difcernible in his countenance, in his 
gefture, and but rarely in his words. 


The 


* M. de Thou, {peaking of the Admiral de Villars, fays, that he 
was of a harfh and overbearing fpirit, Book 103. 
. + Here is an anecdote taken from the Memoirs of the life of the 
Prefident de Thou, which proves what the author fays here concern- 
ing the charaéter of Henry IV. and which has, alfo fome relauon to 
what had becn faia before upon the fiege of Rouen. ‘“ One day that 
« Grijlon came into the King’s clofet, :o excufe himfelf upon his 
*¢ being reproached, rhat his going backwards and forwards to treat 
“* with the Admiral, had afforded him the occalion and the means 
< of making that furious faily which has been mentioned, he pafled 
<¢ from excufes to contefations, and trom conteftations to tran port 
*¢ and blafphemies. The King, being irritated at this behaviour, 
« commanded him to go out ; but as Gr.llon was coining back every 
“© momen’ from tbe door, and they perc.iving "hat the King grew 
« pale with anger and impatience, they were airaid he would feize 
“© upon fomebody's fword, and ftrike the fellow that was hecome fo 
é imolent, At laft, being come to himfelf, after Grillon w:nt out, 
<< and turning towards the Lords who attended him, and who, with 
“ De Thou, had edmired the patience with which he bore {uc cri- 
‘¢ minal brutality, he faidto them, ‘ Nature has formed me paffion- 
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The King was juft come to Chartres *, which 
place he had chofen + for the ceremony of his co- 
ronation, when I joined him, to give him an ac- 
count of my journey, and to procure full powers. 
I bad reckoned upon fetting out again inftantly, and 
little expected to be detained with him ten or twelve 
days, as ĮI was. He was then endeavouring to re- 
concile the Count of Soiffons and the Duke of 
Montpenfier, whofe enmity was firft oceafioned by 
fome difputes relating to the prerogatives of their 
rank, as princes of the blood, and was afterwards 
exafperated by their competition for the fame pofts, 
the fame governments, and, above all, for the fame 
miftrefs, who was the Princefs Catharine, fifter to 
the King. The Duke of Montpenfier had, without 
contradiction, the advantage in the good graces of 
the King, as well asin fortune; for he had im- 


& ate; but fince I have been fenfible of this fault, T have always en- 
& deavoured to guard against the diCtates of fo dangerous a paffion. 
*¢ I know by experience, that it isa bad counfellor, and am g'ad te 
& have fuch good witneffes of my moderation,” « It is certain that 
*¢ his temperament, his continual fat gues, and the different fituations 
& of his life, had given him a firmnefs of foul, that was more proof 
again@ anger than againft his paffion for pleafure. It was remark- 
& ed, that while Grillon was thus contefting with him, M. B.ron, 
* who was then in the King’s room, fitting upon a trunk, pretended 
€ to be afleep; and as the difpmte grew warmer, his fleep became 
more profound: though Grillon came near him in order to abufe 
‘© him, and cried alow’ in his ears, that he v.2s a mangy fnarling 
*¢ dog. The company was perfuaded, that the Marechal only affeet~ 
*¢ ed that deep flecp, that he might not expole himfelf to the bruta- 
& lity of fach a fiery hot-brained man ; which he would have been 
* obliged to do, had he been ever fo little awake. It was alfo be- 
«© lieved, that he was willing to leave the King all the fatigue of the 
*€ converfation.”” 

Wale, yen 1504. 

+ Again? a frivolous decree of the flates of Blois, which annuls 
the ceremony unlefs it is made inthe city of Rheims, It was decided 
that his Majefty fhould be crowned by Nicholas de Thou, Bifhop of 
this city, and not by the Archbifhop of Bourges, who claimed that 
honour as Lord Almoner 3" and that the faznte ampoule, or holy bottle, 
fhould be difpenfed with. See this ceremony ce!cribed in the hifto- 
11ans, 
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menfe eftates ; he appeared at the coronation with 
a train of 4 or §00 gentlemen, while his rival could 
with difficulty maintain ten or twelve: but poor as 
he was, without places, without governments, and 
difliked by the King ever fince his efcape from 
Rouen, he was fuperior in one point, he poffeficd 
the heart of the princefs, which nothing could a- 
lienate from him, The Countefs of Guiche į was 
the depofitory of their fecrets, and their common 
meffenger when they could not fee each other. 
She had fo well cultivated this attachment, that fhe 
had made them both fign a promife of marriage, 
which only the difficulty of the times hindered them 
from carrying into execution. 

His Majefty was fo paffionately defirous of re- 
conciling thefe two princes of the blood to each o- 
ther, that this confideration fuperfeded the treaty 
with Villars. He had no regard to my inftances, 
nor to the danger which I made him fee would at- 
tend the delaying it ; I muft determine to under- 
take this difficult reconcilement, conjointly with the 
Bifhop of Evreux, whom he had at firft pitched up- 
on, but he found he was unable to fucceed alone in 
fo delicate an affair. It is true, I ftill preferved a 
great {hare of the Count’s efteem; but I knew his 
haughty and difdainful fpirit, and that the very fear 
of feeming to pay a deference to a rival who was 
his fuperior, would not only make him rigid in his 
pretenfions, but perhaps induce him to form new 
ones, I will not tire the reader with a detail of the 
conteftations, the refufals, and the fallies of ill hu- 
mour which we had to undergo: we were more 
than once upon the point of abandoning the pro- 
ject. However, by the force of arguments, drawn 
from the will and the fatisfaction of the King, with 
a good deal of patience, many intreaties, and much 


+ The fame who had been miftrefs to Henry IV. but the was 
grown very fat, coarfe, and red-faced, Journal of the reiga of Hen- 
ry III. tom, I. p 279. f 
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importunity, we prevailed upon the two princes ta 
fee and to embrace each other. I was not to anfwer, 
for the heartinefs of this reconciliation : the article 
of their paffion for the Princefs, and her marriage, 
which I carefully avoided mentioning, continued 
ftill undecided, left between them the principal 
feeds of divifion : but this I looked upon as an ob- 
ftacle abfolutely unfurmountable. 

I was extremely well fatisfied at having fucceed- 
ed, without touching upon this article, and I now 
faw nothing to delay my journey to Rouen. I was 
not yet where Ithought. The King’s ardent de- 
fire to reconcile thefe princes, was with a view of 
attaining another end, which he {till more paflion- 
ately defired; and this fecond point was the very 
fame that I thought I had fo prudently fhifted, the 
marriage of the Princefs his fifter. ‘To crown all, 
I was the very perfon his Majefty fixed upon to ac- 
complifh this matter. I was therefore charged a- 
new to get up the promife of marriage, which I 
have juft mentioned; that, this obftacle being re- 
moved, the King, refolute to gratify to the full the 
Duke of Montpenfier, might finally employ his au- 
thority to put the Princefs into his pofieflion, and. 
by that means free himfelf from the apprehenfion 
of feeing a marriage concluded, which, though clan- 
deftinely, would be no lefs perplexing, fince the. 
Count of Soiffons would become his heir, whether 
he confented to it or not, and make ufe of his own 
riches againft him. If there were any children of. 
this marriage, a thing hardly to be doubted, it 
would give his Majefty, who had none, another 
caufe fur uneafine(s. 

I trembled when I received the King’s order for 
this purpofe. I would have repreiented to him, 
that Villars would certainly engage himfelf in the 
enemy’s party for ever, as would alfo Medavy, and 
feveral other governors in Normandy, unlefs I went 


immediately to all thofe places, It was a thing re- 
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folved upon; the King would not hear me, and 
only granted me what I demanded of him to be 
able to fucceed; which was, that he would give 
no fufpicion of my being charged with this employ- 
ment, and that he would | leave me to make choice 
of the means. 

When I was alone, and had reflected upon the 
commifiion which I had received, I confefs I found 
myfelf in the utmoft perplexity. From the know- 
ledge I had of the Princefs Catharine’s humour, from 
whom i muft wring this writing, Iwas convinced 
it was not in the power of human cloquence to 
make her relifh the King’s defigns with refpect to 
her perfon. What likelihood was there of per- 
fuading a woman, and a princefs, to renounce the 
man fhe loved, and beftow herfelf upon one whom 
fhe hated? There was no probability of fucceed- 
ing but by artifice. For this I faid to myfelf, What 
though in deceiving her | coniult not her heart, at 
leaft [ confult her intereft, and divert the misfor- 
tunes which the irregularity of her couduct might 
bring upon the & ing and the kingdom. I flattered 
myfelf, that the Princefs would one day think her- 
felf obliged to me for having, by an innocent ftra- 
tagem, hindered her from lofing her fortune, to- 
gether with the friendfhip of the King her brother, 
Specious as thefe reafons were, I cannot help con- 
fefling, that I did betray her; and this reflection 
gave me pain. ‘The impofibility of fucceeding by 
any other means, and the hope that even fhe would 
one day pardon me, and confefs that I had done 
her a real fervice by it, finally determined me. As 
for the Count, having no occafion to make any ap- 
plication to him, and being likewife but little at- 
tached to him, the re{pect that was due to his per- 
fon ought to be laid afide, when it oppofed the pu- 
blic utility, and what the fervice of the King my 
ynafter exacted of me. The whole of this atair 
wis, in the iffue, produ&ive of di fquietudes py- 
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from which, doubtlefs, my fcruples and reluctance 
ought to have preferved me. 
‘There was ftill another difficulty to be removed. 
I faw the Piincefs very, rarely, becaufe of my con- 
tinual occupations; and I knew her fufficiently, 
not to doubt, but that whatever meafures I made 
ufe of to obtain the contract in queftion, my un- 
ufual affiduity would, in a mind naturally diftruftful, 
create fulpicions which would guard her againft all 
I could fay, or get others to fay to her. I therefore 
endeavoured to aét in fuch a manner, that fhe 
fhould prevent me herfelf. For this purpofe, I 
made ufe of the two Du-Perrons, who I knew (e- 
fpecially the youngeft) were of a humour to make 
their court to the great, at the cxpence of a fecret, 
I was moft intimate with the Bifhop of Evreux, the 
eldeft; but one rifks nothing in reckoning upon the 
good opinion all men have of their own merit : on 
this article they begin with being dupes to them- 
felves. Twent, therefore, to vifit the younger Du- 
Perron. I flattered him; I infinuated myfelf into 
his favour, by feigning to impart fecrets to him. 
He regarded himfelf as an important man, and, 
through vanity, believed every word I faid to him. 
When I perceived him intoxicated with felf-love, I 
told him (with all the marks of the moft perfect fin- 
cerity, and even exacting an oath of fecrecy from 
him, which | fhould have been very forry if he had 
kept), that the King had imparted to me in confi- 
dence his intentions with regard to the Princefs ; 
that he was refolved to make her marry the Count; 
and that fome little difficulties which ftill remained 
to be got over, prevented his Majefty from publicly 
declaring his determination. I was afflured two 
days only would be fufficient for Du-Perron to get 
rid of a fecret fo weighty, in fuch a manner that it 
would reach the Princefs Catharine. Accordingly, 
he imparted it, almoft in a moment, as a profound 
fecret, to M, de Courtenai, and two other.of the 
Count 
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Count of Soiffon’s moft intimate confidents, to 
whom they ran to communicate it, as he alfo did to 
the Princefs and to the Countefs of Guiche. 

Į reckoned the Princeis, flattered with an hope 
fo agreeable, would make me the firft advances ; 
and I was not miftaken, Going to take leave of 
her, as a man juft ready to undertake a long jour- 
ney, I had a complete proof of Du-Perron’s fide- 
lity.. The Princefs added confiderably to the dif- 
tinction with which the ordinarily received me; and 
the Countefs of Guiche, unwilling to lofe fo favour- 
able an opportunity, after fome converfation upon 
indifferent matters, made hafte to bring upon the 
carpet the amours of the Princefs and the Count, 
who was alfo prefent, and embracing me in a tran- 
{port of friendfhip, “‘ See,” faid fhe to the lovers, 
“ aman who is able to ferve you in your defigns.” 
The Princefs then addreffing herfelf to me, told 
me, that I knew the Count and her had always c- 
ftcemed me greatly ; and that fhe would be fen- 
fibly obliged to me, if I would affift her endeavours 
to reftore herfelf to the good graces of the King 
her brother. She fpoke only thefe few words, and 
left the care of faying more to that infinuating and 
gracious air, which fhe knew better than any other 
woman in the world how to aflume when fhe plea- 
fed, 1 feemed to be gained ; and, after thanking 
the Princefs for the honour fhe did me, I added, 
that if I could depend upon the difcretion of all who 
heard me, I would inform them of many things 
which would not be indifferent to tiem. Women 
make nothing of promifes of fecrecy, acculed a 
they are of keeping them badly. They promifed, 
they added an oath, and fuperadded a thoufand ; 
but I had no mind to open myfelf farther at that 
time. Iafked them for three days delay : they af- 
fifted me in finding an excufe for deferring my jour- 
ney to Rouen ; and I took leave of the companys 
who impatiently expeéted the time I had marked. 
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I returned punétually at the end of three days. I 
fuffered myfelf to be preffed a long time; at laft; 
feeming to yield to the importunity of the two la- 
dies, I told them, that having feveral times founded 
the King upon the miarrigge in queition, he at firft 
fhewed fome reluctance to it, without caring to ex- 
plain himfelf farther; but my earneit intreaties had 
at length prevailed upon him to open his heart to 
me upon this fubject: and he confefled, that, far 
from fecling any repugnance to conclude this union; 
he though: it a very proper one; and that fince he 
had no ifue of his own, he fhould be overjoyed to 
fee the ottspring of his fifter and a prince of his 
blood, whom he would look upon as his own chil-. 
dren : that the fweet and peaceable difpofitions of 
the Count of Soifions and the Princefs were greatly 
to his tafte; but that he always felt it would be 
very difficult to forget, that the Count had fought 
to deceive him, and to obtain his fifter without his 
confent. This fpeech, every word of which I had 
preconcerted, produced its cffect. All the three 
began to confefs, that they might have acted other- 
wife, and to condemn one another for having con- 
ducted the affair with fo much independence. ‘This 
was what I waited for: 1 feized this opportunity 
to convince them, that I believed the evil might 
be very eafily remedied; that the King was natu- 
rally kind, and eafily forgot paft injuries; all that 
was now neceflary to be done, was to behave in a 
quite contrary manner, to folicit his favour, to feem 
abfolutely dependent upon him, and to leave him 
mafter of their perfons; in fine, (and this was the 
grand point), to facrifice to him the written engage~ 
ment they had mutually given, as being that by 
which he had moft of all been exafperated ; and 
not to fear giving him even a declaration in wri- 
ting, in which they fhould both bind themfelves not 
to marry without his confent: after this conde- 
fcenfion upon their part, I believed I could affure 
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them, that in lefs than three months, the King 
would himfelf prevent their defires, and cement 
their union. 

I found no difficulty in gaining credit; and that 
very inftant they promifed to facrifice the contraét 
of marriage, poflibly becaute they thought it would 
be of no ufe to them, if the King, when become 
abfolute mafter in lis kindom, fhould not agree to 
it. [he Countefs of Guiche faid fhe had left it at 
Bearn, but would fend for it immediately, They 
did not fo eafily fubmit to the declaration I de- 
manded afterwards, and without which their re- 
figning the contract fignified nothing, which the 
parties interefted might renew at pleafure. This 
was the very argument which I urged tuccefsfully, 
and by which I convinced them, that, without this, 
the King could neither depend upon their finceriry, 
nor be affured of their obedience, This article was 
ftrongly debated; and when at lafi, by the force of 
remon{trances, I had obtained a writing, by which 
the Princefs and the Count dilannulled all promifes 
that had paffed between them, releafed each other 
mutually from all engagemeiits, and fubmitted 
themfelves abfolutely to the King’s difpofal; the 
confequence of this writing alarmed them, and 
they had recourfe to a medium, without which it 
is probable the affair had refted hére. This me- 
dium, was, that I only fhould be intrufted with it, 
and fhould not fuffer it to go out of my hands, not 
even to pals into thole of the King. Luckily they 
did not add, that it flrould be returned to the Prin- 
cefs, if matters turned out otherwife than was ex- 
pected. I gave my parole of honour; with which 
they were contented; arid the writing was deliver- 
ed to me in form, figned by the Princefs and the 
Count, and fealed with their arms. The King’s 
joy for my fuccefs, which he durft hardly flatter 
himfelf with the hopes of, was confiderably leis, 
when he found the writing was to remain in my 
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hands. He often intreated me earneftly to give it 
him; but finding, by my perfifting to refufe him, 
that the obedience I owed him could not influence 
me to a breach of my promife, he no longer infift- 
ed. The two lovers feeing the agreeable hopes 
I had given them ftill unaccomplifhed, could not, 
as it may be well imagined, pardon me the impofi- 
tion I had put upon them. The fequel of thefe 
Memoirs will fhew it. 

_ After the conclufion of this affair, the remem- 
brance of which was always difagreeable to me, 
I was wholly employed in preparing for my jour- 
ney to Rouen. J was apprehenfive, and not with- 
out reafon, that fo long a delay had abfolute broke 
all my firft meafures with Admiral Villars. I ob- 
tained a cart-blanche * from the King, to conclude 
atreaty, not only with this governor, but alfo with 
all the other governors and officers of the province. 
Juft as I was going to fet out, Defportes arrived, 
and ftopped me once more. "He was fent by the 
Baron de Medavy to the Bifhop of Evreux, to de- 
fire that he would lend him his houfe of Condé for 
a little time ; and alfo prevail upon me to come 
thither, that he might confer with me upon the con- 
ditions of his treaty, and that of Verneuil. I left 
Chartres, and came in the evening to Anet, Madam 
d'Aumale having long folicited me ftrongly to vift 
her there. 

Thislady, who had more underftanding and pru- 
dence than her hufband, conjured him inceffantly 
to break with the league, and refign himfelf tothe 
King. She was fenfible, that not only his duty and 
fecurity required that he fhould take this ftep, but 
his intereft likewife; for the Duke d’Aumale’s do- 
meftic affairs were in fuch diforder, that there was 


* The prefent Dake of Sully has the original of this full power in 
his pot effion, as likewife many of the originals of Maximilian de 
Bethune’s letters upon this fubject, 
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no other way to avoid approaching ruin, but by 
being among the firft who fhould avail himfelf of 
the advantages which they might obtain, who upon 
this occafion were moft forward in returning to 
their duty. I alighted at an inn in Anet; and 
while my fupper was preparing, went to wait upon 
Madam d’Aumale, attended only by a fingle page. 
To the joy that animated the countenance of this 
lady the moment flie perceived me, fhe added all 
the graces of a friendly reception; and that fhe 
might not wafte moments fo precious, took my 
hand, and made me run over with her thofe fine 
galleries and gardens which make Aneta moft in- 
chanting place. Here fhe exprefled to me her ear- 
neft defire to have her hufband return to the obe- 
dience due to his fovereign, and named the condi- 
tions upon which he might be induced to confent 
to it. I omit all the propofitions, either approved 
or rejected, that paffed between us. Hitherto I 
had feen nothing but what did honour to the mafter 
of a houfe truly royal; and I fhould have been ig- 
norant of the deplorable ftate to which the Duke 
was reduced if fhe had not intreated, and even 
forced me, to fup with her, and to ftay there all 
night. After a repaft, which we waited for a 
long time, and as ill ferved, I was conducted into 
a vaft chamber, all fhining with marble, bur fo na- 
ked, and fo cold, that Icould neither get heat nor 
fleep, in a bed where the fhort narrow filk curtains, 
a fingle flight coverlid, and damp fheets, were fuf- 
ficient to benumb one, even in the midft of fum- 
mer. Not able to continue in bed, I rofe, and 
thought to fecure myfelf againft the inconveniencies 
of my damp lodging by making a fire; bui I could 
find no other wood to burn than green holm and 
juniper, which it was impoffible to kindle. I was 
obliged, therefore, to wear my gown the whole 
night ; by which means I was very early awake; 
and joyfully quitting fo difagreeable a lodging, I 
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went to join my attendants, the meaneft of whom 
had fared better, and pafled the night more com- 
fortabiy, than their matter. 

I made myfelf amends for this fatigue at Condé, 
where I found every conveniency eflential to good 
reception. As foon as I arrived, I got into a good 
bed, Medavy not being expected till noon. At firft 
he regulated his behaviour according to that no- 
tion, that in fuch a conjuncture as the prefent, the 
mof inconfiderable nobleman has a right to fet a 
value upon himfelf ten times above his worth. He 
performed his part perfectly well, by an air of 
falfe diftruft, and an affected fuperiority, which he 
imagined would greatly advance his affairs. 1 con- 
trafted his vanity with a franknefs that brought him 
down, and told him very fimply, that if he waited 
till the great cities came to an accommodation, he, 
who had only Verneuil to offer, his facrifice would 
immediately lofe above the half of his value; and 
that afterwards. perhaps, his propofals would not 
be even regarded, or any thing granted of all that 
he might demand. My fincerity forced him to be 
candid likewife; he appeared more reafonable, and 
we foon agreed; he only intreated me not to make 
the affair public till the end of March, becaufe he 
had engaged to Villars to do nothing without his 
participation. He fent Defportes with me to Rouen. 
to pay this compliment to the governor, and to ob- 
ferve, at the fame time, whether } concluded the 
treaty with Villars, whofe accommodation drew his 
along with it, and in fome meafure neceffarily. 

I came to Louviers the next day; from whence 
making known my arrival to Admiral Villars, he 
fent the captain of his guards to receive me at the 
gate of thecity. Idid not enter fecretly as before, 
but publicly, and with a kind of pomp. The ftreets 
were filled with the people; and the hopes of a 
peace, by which tranquillity and commerce would 
be reftorcd, drew 2 thoufand acclamations of joy 
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from them as I paffed. Villars had caufed the fineft 
houfe in Rouen to be prepared for the reception of 
meand my train, which confifted of twelve or fif- 
teen gentlemen, and had given all the neceffary or- 
ders for treating us magnificently. La-}ont, who 
had the care of my reception, waited to conduct 
me thither: he outdid his mafter, and at night 
‘gave me the mufic, and the diverfion of dancers 
and jugglers, whom I could not prevail upon to re- 
ceive either moncy or prefents. I fent Du-Perat 
to make my compliments to the Admiral, Madam 
de Simiers, and the Abbé de Tiron, who had a 
great fhare in the management of this affair: they 
inftantly returned me the fame civility by the Sicur 
de Perdriel, and defired him to tell me, that after 
Thad repofed mvfelf this day, we fhould enter upon 
butinefs the next. This, however, did not hin- 
der the Abbot from vifiting me in the evening, 
without ceremony. Indeed, his whole conduct up- 
on this occafion difcovered a degree of re&itude 
and fincerity rarely to be found in fuch conjunc- 
tures, 

I found by his difcourfe, that the King had been 
within a very little of lofing Villars irretrievably. 
A deputy from Spain, named Don Simon 4ntonio, 
and another called Chapelle Marteau, from the 
Duke of Maienne, came to Rouen fome time be- 
fore my arrival, and had made very advantageous 
propofals to this governor ; he had likewife daily 
received letters from the Catholics, even thofe in 
the King’s party, which tended to render him fuf- 
picious of his Majefty’s defigns, and to prejudice 
him againft a negotiation conducted by a Proteftant 
agent. This argument had great weight with Vil- 
lars, always zealous for his religion, and would 
have infallibly determined him for the enemy’s 
party, if, in this perplexity, his mind had not been 
balanced by other letters from the Cardinal of 
Bourbon, the Bifhop of Evreux, and the Marquis 
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of Vitry, who all afiured him he might depend up- 
on the King’s word, and my fincerity. Tiron fhew- 
ed me part of each of thefe letters, and thought it 
neceflary to warn me, that as the Admiral had been 
perpetually befet by deputies of the league, and 
offended likewife at the delays that had been ufed 
with him, I muft not expect to vanquifh his irre- 
folution, without fuffering fome of thofe fallies of 
rage, fo natural to him, and which, with a little 
patience, it was eafy to allay. 

I went to wait on Villars *, well prepared to 
fuftain all thefe little affaults; and at firft perceived 
plainly, that the fight of me awakened fome re- 
mains of diftruft and anger in his mind. My be- 
haviour foon diflipated this cloud, and he with 
great camnefs and ferenity propofed his conditions, 
which were comprifed under the following heads: 
That he fhould continue ftill in his poft of Admiral, 
which had been beftowed on him by the league ; 
and in his government of Rouen poffefs a power in- 
dependent of the Duke of Montpenfier, governor 
of that province, at leaft for three years ; and that 
this power fhould extend over the bailiwicks of 
Rouen and of Caux ; that the exercife of the Pro- 
teftant religion fhould not be allowed in this capi- 
tal, nor fix leagues around it: That all the officers 
pofted by the league in the cities belonging to his 
government fhould be continued there, with 15co 
foot and 300 horfe, to be maintained by the King 
for the fecurity of thofe fame cities; ‘hat his Ma- 
jefty fhould give him the fum of 120,090 livres to 
pay his debts, and a penfion of 60,009 : That Fef- 
camp fhould be delivered to him: and, in fine, 


* M. de Villars, in the Memoirs of thofe times, is reprefented as 
aman extremely fierce and paffiunate. It is there obierved, that 
the Baron de Rofay was the only one that could fucceed in thefe ne- 
gotiations, Memoirs tor the hiftory of France, vol. 2. Thefe n-go- 
tiations of the Baron ac Rofny are alfo commended by M. de Thou, 
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That he flould have the difpofal of the abbeys of 
Jumieges, ‘Tiron, Bonport. La-Valafe, Saint- Tau- 
rin, and that of Montiviliers, which he defigned for 
a fitter of Madam de Simiers. 

If all thefe articles had as much depended upon 
me as that relating to the abbey of Saint-Taurin, 
which was my own, and which I immediately 
yielded to Villars, the treaty had been concluded 
without further delay ; and this I affured him of, 
with regard to thofe wherein the King was abfolute 
matter, But whatever power I had received from 
his Majefty, 1 could do nothing in thofe articles 
which regarded the Duke of Montpenfier, and Bi- 
ron, who was invefted with the poft of Admiral, 
and in poffeffion of Fefcamp, which he had got 
from Bois-rofe on a promife of indemnification, 
that had not yet been fulfilled ; and Idid not think 
I had a right to fettle this affair without informing 
the King of it. As I did not hefitate upon any of 
thofe conditions which depended immediately upon 
the King, I expected that Villars would have been 
fatisfied with my conduct ; but this governor going 
out with the deputies from the league, at the very 
moment that I was endeavouring to make him 
comprehend my reafons, he interrupted me haftily 
with thefe few words, pronounced in a very paf- 
fionate tone: “ That I might fpare myfelf the 
“ trouble of talking to him more, fince he was de- 
‘* termined either to agree upon all, or break off 
“ all, upon the {pot ” 

Although I was a little ftunned with this unfore- 
feen blow, I anfwered Villars calmly, that I was 
perfuaded the King would grant him the three ar- 
ticles in quettion, as well as all the others, (that of 
Fefcamp making two, becaufe Bois-rofé was con- 
cerned in it): That this needed not hinder us from 
drawing up the treaty, and even figning it that mo- 
ment, as if every thing was agreed to, only with a 
poftil in the margin over againit the three — 

that 
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that we waited an anfwer from the King. And to 
convince him that I fought not to gain time, in or- 
der to betray him afterwards, I offered to remain 
in his power as an hoftage, till his Majefty return- 
ed an anfwer. Villars ftill found difficulties ; but 
he could not refift Madam de Simiers, the Abbot de 
Tiron, and La-lont, who all fupported my argu- 
ments. J had the treaty drawn up in hafte ; we 
figned it; and I fent a copy of it immediately to the 
King, with a long letter, in which I gave him an 
account of all that had pafled But before the an- 
{wer could be brought to Rouen, another incident 
happened, which we imagined would have render- 
ed it ufelefs. 

Moft of the governors of the fmall forts in the 
neighbourhood of Rouen, far from returning to 
the obedience they owed their King, perfifted in 
their revolt ; becaufe, in the prefent confufed ftate 
of affairs, they acquired gains, which they forefaw 
would ceafe with the war. ‘The moft artful among 
them made themfelves equally necefiary to the two 
parties, and exacted bribes from both. Du-Rollet, 
governor of Ponte de ? Arche, was one of thofe 
who played this game with the greateft fubtilty. He 
had, for more than a year, flattered the King with 
hopes that he would fall upon means to deliver the 
city of Rouen and its governor into his hands, pro- 
vided he would give the government of this place 
to him; of which his Majefty,-at a venture, gave 
him a written promife. Du-Rollet, failing in ar 
enterprife which exceeded his abilities, took it into 
his head to fruftrate my negotiation, which he at- 
tempted in this manner. 

He commanded a captain named Dupré to mingle 
with my train as I paffed through Ponte de PArche, 
and to enter Rouen with me, I had been inform- 
ed, that Du-Rollet was not very well affected; but 
I had no reafon to fufpe&t this captain of having 
any bad defigns ; nor could I hinder him from fol- 
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lowing me. I was likewife abfolutely ignorant of 
this Dupré’s being the very fame perfon who had 
been employed by Du-Rollet before to cabal againft 
Villars in Rouen *. He was no fooner entcred, 
than, renewing his former acquaintance, he put 
himfelf at the head of a party of fool hardy per- 
fons, with whom he laid a plot to feize the old pa- 
lace, and fecure the governor’s perfon ; perfuading 
them, that he acted thus by my orders. As he 
had no other defign than to alarm the governor, 
and to infpire him with the utmoft deteftation of 
me, he was not at much trouble to keep the affair 
fecret. In effect, Villars was informed of it imme- 
diately. 

The excefs of anger this news threw him into; 
and the injurious thoughts it infpired him with a- 
gainft the King, and efpecially me, may be eafily 
imagined. Convinced that he had now an incon- 
teftable proof of my treachery, he would not exa- 
mine the matter any further, but fent D’Infencourt 
to me that moment to defire I would come to him. 
I had dined that day with La-Pile, attorney-geaeral 
of the chamber of accounts, and had juft received 
letters which put me into very good humour. The 
King granted Villars the three articles which had 
been left undecided, and engaged himfelf to pro- 
cure the confent of the parties concerned. Over 
againft thefe articles, I had written upon the mar- 
gin of the original treaty, which I had carried with 
me, Granted by his Majefty’s order. 1 promifed 
myfelf great pleafure in thus furprifing Villars, who 
could not expect fuch a quick difpatch ; and went 
out of La-Pile’s houfe with the treaty in one hand, 
holding a white fcarf which I had put into my poc- 
ket in the other, intending to throw it about \ il- 


* During the fiege of Rouen, Du Rollet fecking to throw himfelf 
into that city, was taken and fhot up in the old cattle; where, how- 
ever, it is probable, he ftill continued to carry on intrigues for the 
King’s interet, Cayer, b. 4. pe 34. 
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lar’s neck, and embracing him, to falute him Ad- 
miral and Governor of the diftritts of Rouen and 
Caux. The contrariety of reflections that employ- 
ed our minds as we advanced to meet one another, 
had, I believe, fomething im ir fingular. 

I did not long keep my fmiling air; for Villars 
perceiving me at a diftance, came towards me with 
hafty ftrides, his face {welled and inflamed, his 
eyes fparkling, and all his features expreffive of the 
moft violent anger. He began by {natching the 
paper out ef my hand, without giving me time to 
open my mouth; and, with a voice fo altered by 
this inward agitation that it was fcarcely articulate, 
he ftammered out thefe words, too fingular not to 
be related in the original. 

“* So, Sir, where, in the devil’s name, are you 
“ going, fo airy, and fo full of mirth? By hea- 
‘‘ vens, you are not yet where you imagine, and, 
‘¢ before the game is ended, you may not perhaps 
“ be laughing to yourfelf, at leatt if I treat you as 
“ you deferve. You are out in your reckoning, 
“ you and your King of Navarre alfo ; for, by my 
“ foul, he has got a in the bafket, and 1f he 
« can find no other footmen than Villars, take my 
“ word he fhall be badly ferved.” Saying this, he 
tore the treaty in a thoufand pieces, and threw them 
into the fire at the fame inftant. Having given the 
reins to his fury, he added an infinite number of 
invectives in the fame tone, as vague, and weil fup- 
ported with oaths, of which his fury was an inex- 
hauftible fource. 

That I fuffered him to go on thus, without in- 
terruption, was at firft owing to my aftonifliment, 
through neceffity, and afterwards to reflection: thefe 
forts of difpofitions will not be contradicted. At 
length he ftopt of himfelf, and-fell to traverfing 
his chamber, which was very long and wide, like a 
man out of his fenfes. ‘* Well, Sir,” faid I, when 


I found he was filent, without feeming moved by 
all 
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all I had heard, “ have you done yet talking inju- 
<: yioufly and at random ? You have reafon to be 
‘© fatisfied at having thus behaved like a madman, 
«< without being contradiéted in your extravagan- 
** cies.” Perceiving that the calm tone in which. I 
fpoke'to him, obliged him, in fpite of himfelf, to 
liften to me, I proceeded to tell him, that what he 
had juft done in my prefence, appeared to be no- 
thing but an artifice he had conceived to retraét the 
word he had folemnly given; but that this fetch 
would always difhonour him, and greatly lefien my 
opinion of his wifdom and integrity. ‘‘ "Sdeath,” 
cried he, ftopping fhort, ‘ it has not yet befallen 
« me, it never fhall befal me. I am too mucha 
“ man of honour; fuch breaches of faith are only 
« fit for thofe who betray their friends, and endea- 
< vour to get them affaffinated.” Hitherto he had 
faid nothing fo pofitive as this laft word, by which, 
though I could not comprehend it, I began to be 
able to conjecture from whence fuch a tranfport of 
fury proceeded. 

I afked him to explain himfelf, and protefted to 
him, with that air of fincerity and confidence, which 
makes itfelf felt, even by the moft prejudifed, that 
I was abfolutely ignorant of his meaning ; and that 
if I could be convicted of the flighteft infincerity, I 
was ready to deliver myfelf into his hands, with- 
out defiring either pardon or favour. ‘This obli- 
ging him to be more explicit, he reproached me 
with having employed Dupré to affaffinate him, and 
to feize upon the old palace. The violence of his 
agitation not permitting him to fpeak otherwifé 
than in broken and interrupted fentences, the af- 
fair appeared to me devoid of all probability, and 
I could not hinder myfelf from entertaining fufpi- 
cions of his fincerity, nor from telling him, that 
he had been feduced by Spanifh piftols to contrive 
fuch a frivolous pretence for breaking with me. 
“ Who I!” cried he, relapfing again into a rage, 

DuA sé *Sdeath, 
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« Sdeath, muft I confefs that I have acted treache- 
« roufly with you, and broke my oath? I would 
« rather die than be guilty of fuch bafenefs.”’ “ By 
heaven, Sir,” anfwered I, ‘“ for you teach me 
to fwear, it is only by your fulfilling or break- 
“ing off the treaty, that I fhall know whether to 
& believe you an honeft or a perjured man.” 

The eclairciffement was ftill protracted, and be- 
came worfe inftead of better, in proportion as an- 
ger got an afcendant over us. Very feafonably, du- 
ring this conteftation, the Abbot de Tiron came in, 
and entering immediately into the occafion of our 
quarrel, brought us nearer to one another. ‘ De- 
“< pend upon it, Sir,” faid he to Villars, “ the Ba- 
“ ron de Rofny is not capable of the defigns that 
« have been projected againft you; he is a man of 
“ too much honour, and, in {fuch a cafe, too pru- 
** dent to throw himfelf into your power.” 

Thefe words began to open my eyes. I turned 
calmly towards Villars, telling him, that I was con- 
vinced anger alone dictated all that he had faid ; 
and that I expected, as foon as it was allayed, he 
would do me juftice againft himfelf, for all the in- 
jurious things which had efcaped him, and that he 
would make good his former ftipulation. ‘* Well, 
« Sir,” faid he, already half pacified, ‘ I will keep 
“* my word: but take care alfo not to fail of your’s, 
< with regard to the three articles yet undetermi- 
“ ned.” IT anfwered, That if it had not been for 
his fury, which made him throw the treaty into the 
fire, he might have feen that the King had confent- 
ed to them all three. 

We were upon thefe terms when. Madam de Si- 
miers was introduced. ‘‘ Don’t be angry with me, 
« Madam,” faid he, as he went to receive her, 
with a ferene countenance, and even {miling, ‘* all 
« is over, we are good friends again ; but, by hea- 
‘© ven, the traitor who made all this mifchief fhall 
« die before I eat or drink.” He kept his word ; 

for 
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for caufing Dupré to be brought before him, after 
he had confeffed the whole affair, he ordered him, 
without the formality of a trial, to be hung up ata 
window. 

Villars intreated me afterwards to fhew him the 
King’s letter. I did not feruple to tell him, that 
his Majefty’s fecrets ought only to be communica- 
ted to his declared fervants. To make Villars of 
this number, nothing more was neceffary, but to 
draw up the treaty again; which we figned, and of 
which each of us kept a duplicate. We agreed on- 
ly, that the affair thould remain a fecret for fome 
time, on account of the league and the Spaniards ; 
againft whom this governor took new meafures, by 
reinforcing the troops he had in Rouen After this, 
I no longer made any difficulty in fhewing him all 
my letters, as well thofe which I had written to 
and received from the King before, as that in which 
I informed him of the ratification of the treaty, and 
his Majefty’s anfwer to it. The courier who car- 
ried thefe laft difpatches was not more than four 
days on his journey. 

Thefe letters gave infinite fatisfaction to Villars, 
particularly the laft, written with the King’s own 
hand. His Majefty, in that, thanked me, more like 
a friend than a fovereign, for the fervice I had juft 
done him, and concluded with thefe words: ** Come 
< to me at Senlis on the 20th of March, or at St. 
< Denis on the 21ıft, that you may help to cry, 
“ Long live the King, in Paris; and afterwards we 
s will do the fame at Rouen :” (for I wrote to him, 
that his prefence there was neceffary). ‘‘ Shew this 
s letter,” added he, “ to the new friend you have 
“ acquired me, that he may fee I recommend my- 
“ felf to him, that he may know I love him well, 
< and that I know how to prize and reward fuch 
‘* brave men as he is.? ‘* By heaven,” faid Villars, 
at this place, ** this prince is too gracious, and too 
“ obliging to remember me, and fpeak of me in 
“ fuch high terms.” From that moment, Villars 

conti- 
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continued firm in his obedience and affection to the 
King: nor had his Majefty, amongft his moft an- 
cient fervants, one more abfolutely devoted to his 
interefts. He defired me to be {fatisfied with his 
word for the execution of all the articles compre- 
hended in the treaty, and I accepted it as the beft 
fecurity he could give me. 

‘The remainder of the time that I ftaid in Rouen, 
was employed in regulating fome affairs of the fame 
nature. I fpent the day with the Admiral, and 
fhut myfelf up at night, to give audience to the 
principal officers, as well of the city, and of the 
parliament, as of the army, {cattered throughout 

the province, who came to me privately to concert 
meatures tor difuniting the league. Medavy was of 
this number, and { concluded the treaty with him. 
Verneuil not being a city of fuch importance as to 
make it neceflary to ufe the fame precautions with 
it as with Rouen, the King ordered Medavy to 
publith his treaty, for an example to other gover- 
nors. 

As I was folicitous not to negleét meeting his 
Majetty at the place he had appointed me, I made 
hafte to leave Rouen, overloaded with the thanks 
and civilities of the governor. I parted with the 
fame fatisfaction from the Abbot de Tiron, and Ma- 
dam de Simiers. I promifed them to return jn a 
little, and aflured Madam de Simiers, I would bring 
her brother, the Marquis de Vitry, along with me, 
with a body of troops fufficient to put Villars into a 
condition to explain himfelf without fear. The ob- 
ligations 1 owed to them were great enough to de- 
mand this fervice of me, although his Majefty’s in- 
tercft had not been an additional motive to it. 

It was upon fome correfpondences the King car- 
ried on in Paris, that he founded his hopes of being 
Joon admitted there ; and he was on his way thi- 
ther from St. Denis when Í joined him His party 
in that city was fo well formed, and fo many per- 
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fons of equal courage and fidelity had joined, that 
it was in a manner impoffible that it fhould not fuc- 
ceed. Ever fince the battle of Arques, where, as 
has been feen, the Count de Belin was taken pri- 
foner, he had been convinced, from his own expe- 
rience, of the great qualities of the King, and the 
weaknefs of his enemies; and the Duke of Majenne 
had perceived, that the inclinations of this governor 
leaned fecretly towards the King. Upon this fuf- 
picion, he did not hefitate about depriving him * 
of the government of a city fo confiderable to the 
party as was that of Paris, and feeking for a man 
of known fidelity to himfelf and to the league, who 
could be intrufted with the care of this great city, 
at a time when the neceffity of his affairs obliged 
him to repair to the frontiers of Picardy; accord- 
ingly, he had fixed upon Briffac, whom he gratified 
with this government. 

He anfwered his expectations perfectly in the be- 
ginning. ‘The ftudy of the Roman hiftory had in- 
{pired this officer (who valued himfelf greatly upon 
his penetration and judgement) with a very fingular 
project, which was, to erect France into a republic, 
and to render Paris the capital of this new ftate, 
upon the model of ancient Kome. Had Briffac de- 
{cended ever fo little from this high fpeculation to 
particular circumftances, which, in the greateft de- 
figns, it is neceffary to have a regard to, he had 
feen that there are conjunctures when the happieft 
projects become equally chimerical and impoilible, 
by the nature of obftacles, by the difference of 
geniufes, and of the character of nations, by the 
{pirit of the laws which they have adopted, and 
by inveterate cuftom, which, as it were, ftamps 
the laft feal upon all. ‘Time only, and long expe- 


* The parliament upon this occafion made a decree, highly ho- 
nourable for the Count of Belin. The citizens are there exhovted 
rather to partake than fuffer his banifament fromthe city, Memcirs 
for the hiftory of France, vol. 2, Memoirs of the teaguz, vol. f 

* rience, 
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rience, can remedy the defects in the cuftoms of a 
fiate whofe form is already decided; and this 
ought always to be attempted upon the plan of its 
original conftitution*, This is fo true, that when- 
ever we fee a ftate conducted by meafures contrary 
to thofe of its eftablifhment, we may be affured a 
great revolution is at hand. Moreover, the appli- 
cation of the moft effectual remedies does not ope- 
rate upon the difeafed who refufe to receive them. 
Briffac went not fo fur: he could not for a long 
time comprehend, from whence the general eppo- 
fition his defigns met with proceeded; for he had 
opened himfelf freely to the nobles and all the chief 
partizans of the league: at laft he began to be ap- 
prehenfive for his own fafety, left while, without 
a fecond, he was labouring to bring his project to 
perfeétion, the King fhould fruftrate it by feizing 
his capital. ‘Chis fear made him very readily fall 
from ideas purely Roman to the French {pirit of 
thofe times, which was, to be folicitous only for 
his own advantage. When a predominant princi- 
ple of intereft is yet farther fortified by the appre- 
henfion of any danger, there is fcarce a man who 
may not be induced to betray even his beft friend. 
Thus Briffac ¢ acted: he refumed the defign of the 
Count de Belin, but from a motive far lefs noble ; 
and thought of nothing but of mak me the King 
purchafe, at the higheft price, the treachery he me- 


* The fenfe in which the Duke of Sully underftands this maxim, 
and the tree one in which it ought to be taken, is, that the ancient 
forms and fundamental principles of enni are to be varied 
from as little as pofible. He does not mean, that we are to admit 
the abufes which ignorance or neceflity have introduced in the diffe- 
rent infitu'ions relating to the finances, politics, &c. He will treat 
this fubject more largely in the fequel of thefe Memoirs, 

+ Tie Duke of Maitenne, as “De Thou obferves, was informed 
of Briflac’s treachery by the Du.hefs of Guile, his mother; but he 
vould n t believe her. T npon this reduction of the city of 
Pans, Ma:thicu, vol. 2. D. 1.9. 174.3 Chron. Noven, 5.96, puggaa; 
and otier Liftor.ans, 
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ditated againft the Duke of Maienne in his abfence. 
St. Luc, his brother-in-law, was employed to nego- 
tiate with the King ; and having procured very:ad- 
vantageous conditions, Briffac agreed to admit Hen- 
ry with his army into Paris, in {pite of the Spaniards. 
The troops of the league were abfolutely at his dif- 
pofal, and there was no longer occafion for violent 
meatfures with the people. 

D'O + was forward enough in his applications 
for the government of Paris, and of the ifle of 
France, and obtained his requeft. There was here 
a conflict of intereft which perplexed this fuperin- 
tendant to fuch a degree, that, notwithftanding his 
new dignity, the reduction of Paris was one of the 
things in the world he moft feared to fee happen. 
According as he gave it out, this fear had no other 
motive, but that of feeing the finances become a 
prey to the men of the fword and the gown, by 
whom, he faid, the King, as foon as he was pof- 
fefled of Paris, would be opprefled, for the pay- 
ment of penfions, appointments, and gratifications. 
But this difcourfe deceived only thofe who were ig- 
norant of the advantage he found in keeping things 
in their firft confufion, and who knew not with 
what fuccefs he had hitherto laboured for that pur- 
pofe. 

The King put all the friends of the Count of 
Belin in motion, on whom he had no lefs depend- 
ence than upon Briflac ; and at five o’clock in the 
morning * prefented himfelf, at the head of 8ce0 
men, before Porte Neuve, where the Mayor of Pa- 
ris {, and the other magiftrates, received him in 

form. 


+ Our Memoirs maks no mention of M. D'O’s being deprived by 
the league of this government, which Henry IIT. had beflowed upon 
him. Perefixe, part 2. a 

= March 22. 

t This mayor of Paris was John L’Hvillier, who when Brifac 
faid to him, ‘© We mut render to Cæfar the things that are Czefar’s,”” 
he replied, “ We mult render them indeed, but not fell them to 
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form. He went immediately and took poffefion of 
the Louvre, the palace, the Great and Little Chate- 
let; and finding no where any oppolition, he pró: 
ceeded even to Notre Dame, which he entered to 
return thanks to God. His foldiers, on their fide, 
fulfilled with fuch exactnefs the ordérs and inten- 
tions of their mafter ț, that no one, throughout all 
this great city, complained of the flightett violence 
upon their part. ‘They rook poffeifion of all the 
fquares and crofs ways in the ftreets, where they 
drew up in order of battle. There was not the 
leaft commotion; and, from that very day, the 
fhops were opened with all the iecurity which a 
long continued peace could have given. 

The Spaniards had now only the Baftile, tlle 
Temple, and the quarters of St. Anthony and 5t. 
Martin in their poffeflion ; and there they fortified 
themfelves, being about 4006 in number, with the 
Duke de Feria and Don Diego daofa at their 
head; all greatly aftonifhed at fuch unexpected 
news *, and firmly refolved to defend themfelves 


4 


e him.” F, L’Etoile’s journal afcribes this bon mot to Henry TV. 
L’Huillier was rewarded with the poft of Prefident of the chamber of 
accounts, and Counfellor of (tate; and Martin L’Anglois, an alder- 
man; was made mayor of Paris i Ai his room. Le Grain, b.6. Ttis 
obferved, in the volume of MSS marked 9033. in the King’s library, 
that Henry IV. entering Paris by the new gate; which has been fince 
called the Gate of the Conference, he weni out again, and returited 
feveral times, fearing, notwithftanding the repeated aflurances of the 
mayor and aldtrmen, that, by permitting his troops to entér Paris, 
their defign was to cut them in pieces, and fize his perfon. 

J The King perceiving a foldier take a loaf frot a baker by ferce, 
xan to him, and would have killed him. L’Etoile’s journal. Peretixe 
fays, thar La-Noué being arrefted for debts which his father tori- 
tracted in this prince’s fervice, complained to him of that infolence. 
The King, in public, faid to him, *£ La-Noué, you muft pay your 
e debts, i piy m ne faithtully;’’ but afterwards taking him afide, 
he gave him his jewels to pawn to the creditors, infead of the bag- 
gage they had feized of his. Perefixe, part 2. 

* L’Evoiie ohferves, that rhi news beirg brought to the Spaniards 
while Langlcis was amu‘ng them with relating circumftances out of 
the Romar hal the Duke of Feria cried out two or three times, 
« Ah, great King, great King!” L’Evoile’s journal. 
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to the laft extremity, if any attempts were made to 
force them from thofe advantageous polits. ‘The 
King relieved them from their perplexity, by fend- 
ing to tell them,that they might leave Paris, andre - 
treat in perfect affurance. He treated the Caidi- 
nals of Placentia and Pelleve with the fame gentle- 
nefs, notwithftanding the refentment he {till retain- 
ed for their conduct with regard to him. Soiifons 
was the place whither thefe enemies of the King * 
retired, under favour of a ftrong efcort. His Ma- 
jefty then publifhed a general pardon + for all the 
French who had borne arms againft him. When 
this facrifice is not extorted by neceflity, bui, on 
the contrary, made at a time when vengeance has 
full liberty to fatiate itfelf, it is not one of the leaft 
marks of a truly royal heart. Madam de Mont- 
penfier being introduced to the King, he received 
her as politely, and converfed as tamiliarly with 
her, as if he had fome very important reafon for 
{paring her the confufion with which any other 
perfon-in his fituation would have taken pleafure 
to cover her f. 

The 


* The King had amind to fee them march out, and looked at 
them from a window over St. Denis’s gate, They all faluted him 
with their hats off, bowing profoudly lbw. ‘The King, with great 
courtefey, returned the falute to the principal officers, adong thefe 
worus, * Remember me to your malter; go in a good hour, but 
“e resura no more.” Pcref. part 3. This anecdote agrees with that 
in the Memoirs for the tift ry of France, but is contradicted by the 
Journal written by the fame author. 

+ All the Memoirs of thof. times are filled with inftances of 
Henry's clemency, and his lively and agreeable repartees, Sce the 
Memoirs above cited. A leagu:. coming to him one day when he 
was playing at Primero, “ Yuu are welcome, ‘aid the King to 
“ him; for if we win, you will be ours.” Le Grain, book 10. 

f Percfixe obferves, that he played at cards with her that very 
evening. L'Etoile adds, that he returned both her’s and Madam de 
Nemour’s vifit; and relates a fingular converfation that paffrd be- 
tween this prince and her; at the end of which, Madam de Mont- 
penfier, whofe hatred for Henry was publicly known, taking notice 
of his entering Paris, the wifhed that it had been her brother the 
Duke of Maienne, who had let down the bridge for bis M jefty. 

ad D « Adzokers,” 
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The King had not yet found an opportunity to 
converfe with me upon the negotiations of Rouen; 
therefore, that evening, when the croud was over, 
the took me afide to a window in the Louvre, and 
made me give him a circumftantial relation of all 
that had paffed, even to the minuteft incidents ; to 
which he littened with a good deal of attention. 
He accufed himfelf of being the caufe of Du-Rol- 
let’s unfeafonable interference, by not acquainting 
me with the propofals he had made him, which 
-would have put me upon my guard againit all that 
could have happened from that quarter, 

The King had not yet mentioned to the Duke of 

fontpenfier, or the Baron de Biron, the conditions 
which, at their expence, he had granted to Admi- 
ral Villars : and this was now all that perplexed 
him ; for he conducted himfelf by quite different 
-maxims from thofe princes, who, in fuch cafes, in- 
ftead of prudent demeanor and condefcenfion, be- 
‘gin by filencing all complaint, and owe the obe- 
‘dience which they receive to the tone of authority. 
He agreed with me that I fhould make him, in the 
prefence of thofe two noblemen, the fame derail I 
had juft now done, as if it were for the firft time ; 
and fhould give them to underftand, that the con- 
clufion of the treaty with Villars depended upon 
their facrificing to him their rights. The thing be- 
ing executed in this manner, the King, turning to- 
wards them, faid, with fome emotion, that he would 
rather lofe Villars and Rouen both, than gain them 
by doing any injuftice to two perfons whom he 
efteemed. Montpenfier and Biron were fo affected 
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«© Adzokers,” replied the King, “ he micht poflibly have made me 
é wait a longtime, and J fhould not have entered fo carlv.”” This 
‘lady (puriued he) hearing the populice ery, Leng liee the King, faid, 
laughing, that Br ffc had done more than his wife, who, in fifteen 
years, had made but one cuckow fing; whereas he, in eight davs, 
“had made more than twenty thou/and parrets fing in Paris, DL Evetie, 
ann. 1594. M 
; with 
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with this manner of treating them, that they decla- 
red they would, with all their hearts, defift from 
their pretenfions. Henry thanked them ; and, as 
an equivalent, gave the firit the governments of 
Perche and Maine, to be joined to thatof Normandy, 
as foon as it fhould be entirely reduced ; but Vil- 
lars’s generofity changed this difpofition. As for 
Biron, a marechal’s baton, with 420,000 lives in 
money, indemnified him for the lofs which he 
fuitained. 

The reduction of Paris threw the King into new 
perplexities, which obliged him to delay ftill longer 
his journey to Rouen. He was employed in re- 
ceiving the homage of the different courts *, of the 
univerfity, and of the other corporations of the 
city of Paris; whofe fubmiffion he thought he 
could not better reward, than by applying his cares 
to the reftoring them to that harmony and good 
‘order ‘which the civil wars had interrupted. He 
had likewife anfwers to give to feveral governors of 
towns and fortrefies, particularly of the ifle of 
France, who, after the example of the capital, 
came to make their obeifance 

Villeroy was not amongft the firft; it was ne- 
ceffity alone, that either fixed his irrefolution, or 
forced his inclinations. Some places of little im- 
portance ftill held out for him ard his fon, with 
which, by means of Du-pleffis his friend, and San- 
cy, whofe daughter was juft married to his fon, he 
made very advantageous conditions for himfelf: af- 
ter obtaining, by repeated importunitics, two tru- 
ces, the one of two months fpace, the other for 
three months; which he procured to be ratified by 
the Duke of Maienne; after having a long time 
affected a neutrality, and put a thoufand fprings in 


* The parliament of Paris was recalled from Tours, where it hed 
been removed by letiers-patent from fre King, dated March 23, 
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motion to protract, till the laft extremity, -his fe- 
paration from his old friends, he at laft concluded 
a treaty * almoft after all the reft, and obtained 
the poft of fecretary to the King, in recompenfe for 
that he had given up. 


* This circumflance in our Memoirs is pofitively contradicted by 
De Thou, who fays, book 108. that Villeroy’s treaty with the 
King was concluded long before, but that his Majefly would not fuf- 
fer it to be made public, becaufe he was defirous that Villeroy theuid 
make ufe of his influence over the Duke of Maienne, to prevail npon 
him to join his party. Matthieu, in the places already quoted, is 
of the fame opinion ; and Cayet, who likewife fupports it elfewhere, 
does not contradiét it by Villeroy’s letter to the Duke of Maienne, 
dated Jan. 2. inthe fame year; although, in relating the purport of 
this letter, he cafs a kind of reproach upon this minifter. In this 
letter, which was intercepted by the royalifts, Villeroy, whole defign 
was to inform the Duke of Matenne beforehand of his treaty with 
Henry, which was going to be publifhed, and to endeavour once 
more to prevail upon him to follow his example, advifes Marenne to 
confider in earneft of a peace for the party in general, and himfelf in 
particular, Becaufe, (fays he,) their caufe is defperate; ° and 
adds, “ We have loft all confidence in each other,’ &c. Cayet, 
book 6. p. 293. 

With the key that De Thou and other hiforians have given us to 
Villeroy’s fecret tranfaétions with the chiefs of the league, and to the 
part he played by the King’s order, the meaning of thofe words which 
they weuld impute to him as a crime, is eafily comprehended ; and 
it is even plain, that in {peaking to the Duke of Marenne, he could 
not have exprefied himfelf otverwife. Indeed, if on this oceafion 
Villeroy coula be charges with any fault, it was not difcovering a 
little m re gererofity when he had fo good an opportunity for it ; 
for, befides thofe rewards mentioned in our Memoirs, he procured 
the guverament of Lyons for Charles de Neufville. Ma:quis of Alin- 
court his fon. But what French noblemen in thofe times, or even 
what man however little diftrefied in his circumftances, could boaft 
of being exempted mom this reproach ? Father de L'Etoile does not 
conceal the covetous and felfifh difpofition of Villeroy. Henry IV. 
(fays hein his journal,) going one day with rwelve or fifteen of his 
«c courti rs, to partake of a flight collation with Villeroy, faid to them, 
** when they were feated at table, My friends, we are at an ordinary, 
*© let us fare well for cur money, for we have an hoft that w]! make 
«< us pay cear for our entertainment.” Ido not think it will be ne- 
ceffury for the future to cbviate all thofe invc@ives which the 
Duke of Sully, in the feque! of thefe memoirs, throws upon a man 
wiv has been highly ferviceable to this kingdom, till his death in 
1617, having poffefied the pofts of minifter and fecretary of ftate 
under four fucceflive kings, Cuarles IX. Henry Ii], Henry 1V. and 
‘Lewis 11, i 

Phe 
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The day after the King’s entry into Paris, he 
thought proper to make me fet out for Rouen, fince 
he could not go thither himfelf. I arrived at that 
city on thé 25th of March, bringing with me Vitry, 
at the héad of 300 men. La-Font received me at 
the gate of the city, and conducted me, with all 
my train, to the houfe that was prepared for me, 
which belonged to the Sieur de Martinbault, the 
fineft in the whole town, and, by Villars’s orders, 
furnifhed fumptuoufly. Simon Antoine and La- 
Chapelle did not approve of fuch aremarkable dif- 
tinction. They knew nothing hitherto of the trea- 
ty, but had taken fo much umbrage at my firft 
journey, that they made ufe of all their credit to 
prevail upon the Admiral to forbid my entrance in- 
to the city. 

La-Font, who acquainted me with all their in- 
trigues, apprifed me alfo, that they were that very 
night appointed to fup with the governor ; as were 
likewife the Abbé Tiron, the Pretfident Boquemare, 
Medavy, and D’Aqueville, two counfellors of the 
parliament, and fome others. I was refolved to, 
take this opportunity to declare myfelf ; and La- 
Font having affured me, that the Admiral would 
not be difpleafed with any thing I did, I was will- 
ing to enjoy the confufion of the two deputies of 
Spain and of the league, by telling them what had 
juft happened at Paris. 

I went immediately to St. Ouen, where Villars 
was with his company. He entertained the deputies 
at one end of the gallery when I entered. I did 
not {cruple to interrupt their converfation, by run- 
ning to embrace him: and told him } was jutt 
come to invite myfelf to fup with him, and to tell 
him my news. Villars, after returning my embrace, 
pointing to the two deputies, as if he acted in con- 
cert with me in this affair, told me cooly, that ha- 
ving fo many people to fup with him that night, he 
was afraid I fhould not find the party well affort- 

ea. 
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ed. I replied, that I could accommodate myfelf to 
all companies, and I was perfuaded (the animotity 
of party atide) thofe two gentlemen would receive 
the news I had totell them with pleafure. The 
governor glancing a look at Simon Antoine, that 
deputy taking the thing like a man of gallantry, 
{rid he would te charmed to know in what man- 
ner the King had treated the Spaniards and the twe 
cardinals This he accompanied with encomiums 
on this prince, and complements to me, with all 
imaginable politenefs and good tafe. *“ For ought 1I 
“can fee, you will oblige me to treat you all,“ faid 
Villars, adding a compliment of excufe for his bad 
cheer. 

The reft of the company approaching, the Pre- 
fident Boquemare pretied me to declare my news ; 
but I would fay nothing till we were feated. Sup- 
per was called, “I ari” faid the Admiral, pla- 
cing himfelf firft at the middle of the table, “a 
“< very bad matter of ceremonies.” I did notmean 
to ufe any with Don Simon, who having ambi- 
tion, and being befides of a rank to fupport it, 
might have, upon a bare compliment, feated him- 
felt in the firft place, a thing perhaps of fome con- 
fequence, on this occafion, when I repretented the 
King’s perfon. I feated myfelf, therefore, without 
any ceremony, at the head of the table, telling the 
Spanifh deputy, thatif our own perfons only were 
concerned, I would willingly pay him what I 

thought due to a ftranger of merit : which he re- 
ceived with a very good grace. La Chapelle ob- 
Terved to him, chat I did at the table what my ma- 
iter had juft done at Paris. and that there was no- 
thing in it butwhat was orderly. ‘I fee,” faid the 
Spaniard, “ and I am afraid this precedence is but 
“ a bad augury for us; however, it fhall not hin- 
“ der us from being merry, and drinking to the 
** health of our mafters, who are not enemies, 
‘*'fince there is no war declared between them.” 
2 This 
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This anfwer was full of wifdom and policy; and, 
during the whole repaft, the Spaniard fupported his 
part of the converfation like a man of {pirit and 
appeared feniible ot the King’s good qualities, a- 
bove all, of the marks of clemency which he had 
given to all his enemies, whether foreigners or 
French. I took notice that Tiron only, and a 
prieft named Dadre, were iilent during this detail. 

Thus the feaft paed over with a good deal of 
joy, real or apparent, in all the guefts. After it 
was over, Villars, as he attended me out, intreated 
me not to vifit him all the next day, which he 
would employ in getting rid, one way or other, of 
his deputies. He knew not yet how thefe two me 
intended to take their leave of him, but told me, 
that if I wanted to be informed of it, I need only 
fpend the afternoon with Madam de Simiers Here 
I learned that Villars had been clofeted three 
whole hours with the two agents; that they had 
made ufe of reproaches, and harfh language. But 
this governor was aot a man to be eatily intimida- 

ed or aliered: he told them plainly, that he had 
concluded a treaty with the King, and that they 
had nothing for it, but to retire without delay, ei- 
ther to Soons, or to the Duke of Maienne, whi- 
ther he would grant them a fate conduct, the oniy 
favour he could grant them. ere was 2 a neceffity 
for coming to this extremicy: and Villars took 
care to guard againft the efect of their refencment, 
by giving orders for the newlv-arrived troops to 
enter Roven; with which he took poficiiion of the 
palace, the fort, and the caftle. This done, he 
tent La-Foni to me, to tell me, that the next day, 
at my Orft reque eft, he would declare himfelf for 
the King, ia the prefence of all the inhabitants of 
the city, whom he cauted to be aifembled for that 
purpoie, with all the form and ceremony that 
might make this ation more fekmn. 

Vou. I, 3.5 i never 
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I never experienced a more perfect fatisfaCtion 
than what arofe from the reflection of having done 
the King and kingdom fo conliderable a fervice; 
nor enjoyed a more tranquil fleep,that than which 
the fucceeding night afforded me. ‘The next moin- 
ning early Ihaftened to Viliars, at St Ouen whom | 
found walking in the great {quare, whither he had 
come an hour before, and which, as well as all the 
principal ftreets, was filled with fuch a prodigious 
concourfe of people, drawn thither by the report of 
the deputies departure, and the new ceremony, that 
Perdriel, D’lfencourt, La-Font, and the foldiers 
whom the governor, out of refpect, had fent to at- 
tend me, could with difficulty open me a paflage : 
the joy was general, and eafily remarkable inall 
their faces. 

Taccofied the Admiral, with whom I found the 
Baron de Medavy and the Prefident Boquemare : 
and, after the ordinary falutation, I told him, that 
the King, being now a good Catholic, it was time 
he fhould give him fome teftimonies of his zeal. 
Villars replied, that in his heart he was already 
faithfully devoted to his Majefty’s fervice ; and that 
if, to make an open profeffion of it, nothing more. 
was neceflary than to puton the white fearf, he 
was ready to receive it at my hand. I took one 
out of my pocket; and Villars had no fooner put 
it on, than, without further thought of what he 
was to fay, e Come on,” cried he, with a tranf- 
port perfectly in his char acter, the league is, that 
every one cry, Vive le Roi. ‘The profound filence 
that had been held during our conference, was in- 
terrupted at this word by an univerfal acclamation 
of Vive le Roi. At the fame inftant, the ringing 
of the great bell, with all the others in the city ; 
the difcharge of all the artillery from the fort and 
other places; added to this general fhout a noife 
capable of infpiring terror, if the joy which dilated 
every heart had permitted them to perceive, that 

there 
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there was not a houfe in the city that was unfhaken, 
“ The found of thefe bells,” faid I to the governor, 
£ fuggetts. to us to go and give thanks to God in 
“¢ the church of Notre-Dame.” Accordingly, Tè 
Deum was tung there with great folemnity, and fol- 
lowed by the celebration of the mafs, at the be: 
ginning of which I retired. As foon as it was o: 
ver, Villars took më up in his coach, and carried 
mc to a magniiicent entertainment, to which the 
fovereign courts, all the officers of the army, and 
magiftrates of the city, were invited. Orders were 
fent to Verneuil; Pontau-de-mer, and Havre, where 
the Chevalier d’Oife commanded, and to all thofe 
places that acknowledged the Admiral’s authority, 
to follow the example of the capital, 

It was my firft care, as foon as I was at leifure, 
to inform the King of what had juft happened, and 
to intreat him to fend fome of his countellors to re- 
eftablifh the parliament. ‘he next day the city 
came in a body to thank mé for the trouble I had 
taken, and brought me their prefent, which con- 
fifted of a fide-board of plate, guilt, and finely 
wrought, of upwards of 3000 crowns value; which 
I was obliged to accept, notwithftanding all my 
inftances to the contrary. It was not long before 
my courier returned with difpatches from his Ma- 
jefty : he brought a letter for Admiral Villars, in 
which the King -ftyled him his * Coufin, Admiral, 
« Governor in chief of Rouen, Havre,” &c. and 
invited him to come to court, in terms which pro- 
mifed him the moft gracious reception: that which 
was for me, contained an order to‘return as foon as 
poffible. á 

The Admiral, who would not appear there till 
he had an equipage fuitable to his rank and dignity, 
took time to prepare himfelf. As for me, Ifet 
out forthwith, and lay the firt night at Louviers, 

MBE where 
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where I had with Bois-rofé, whom I didnot know, 
the little fcene I am going to reprefent. 

.. This gentleman having learned, by public report, 
that the King. had given Villars the fort of Fefcamp; 
and heard no mention of an indemnification to him- 
felt, refolved to complain to the King; and having 
occafion for the protection and countenance of 
fome governor who was known to his Majefty, came 
to Louviers a few moments after my arrival, to 
get a letter of recommendation from Du-Rollet. 
He alighted at the fame inn which I had chofen, 
and was told that a gentleman was juft come, who, 
by his train, and the difcourfe of his domeftics, ap- 
peared to be very well at court : my name they did 
not mention; and Bois-rofé believing me to be 
{till at Rouen, was at no pains to learn it, He did 
not hefitate a moment in preferring the protection 
of this Lord to that of Du Rollet. He inttanily 
came up to my chamber; and after making him- 
felf known, told me, that he had great reafon to 
complain of a nobleman of the court, called the 
Baron de Rotny, who, abufing his mafter’s favour, 
had facrificed him, as well as the Duke de Mont- 
penfier, and Marechal Biron, to Admiral Villars his 
old friend. He afterwards explained his demands, 
but in a manner fo lively and paffionate, and with 
fo many oaths and menaces againft this Baron de 
Rofny, that nothing could be more pleafant than 
the character I fupported upon this occafion. 

. When he vented all his fire, I told him, that 
I was well enough acquainted with the affair he 
mentioned to me, to aifure him, that the Baron de 
Rofny durt not have done any thing in it but by 
the, King’s.exprefs command; and that his Majefty 
actually purpofed to give him a recompenfe where- 
with he would have reafon to be contented, I did 
not.think it neceflary to carry my civility fo far, as 
to promife him to jerve his refen tment againft that 
Baron of whom he complained fo bitterly ; on the 

contrary, 


op Or SUG Y. 381 


contrary, I told him, that if he knew the Baron de 
Rofny, he would confefs, that a man who, for the 
good of the ftate, voluntarily refigned his abbey of 
St. Taurin, could only be influenced by neceility 
to do what he attributed to ill-will. I took leave of 
him, faying, that I fhould be glad to fee him when 
I arrived at court, where I promifed to fpeak to the 
King concerning him, and to obiain the equivalent 
he demanded Bois-rofe went away as much plea- 
fed with me as diffatisfied with the Baron deRoiny ; 
but having inquired my name of one of my pages, 
whom he met at the bottom of the ftaircafe, he 
was thunderftruck to hear the name of a man 
whom he had talked of in fuch harfh terms to him- 
elf; fo that being apprehenfive of the refentment 
he fuppofed I entertained againft him, he mounted 
his horfe in an inftant, went to another inn, and 
fet out with all poffible expedition for Paris, that 
he might get thither before me, to find protection 

againit the bad offices I was about to render him. 
The adventure did not end here. While Bois- 
rofé took precautions againft me as againft an irre- 
concileable enemy, I, with more tranquillity, pur- 
fued my route by Mante, from whence I brought 
my wife toParis ! he firft thing I did after my 
arrival, was to wait onthe King, and give him an 
account of my journey, who, according to cuftom, 
would have me omit nothing. After having ex- 
haufted every thing that was ferious, I was willing 
to divert him with the fcene at Louviers ; tor Bois- 
rofe had taken no notice of that, and had only 
conjured his iMajefty not to be prejudiced by what 
I might fay againft him, becaufe of an inveterate 
hatred that I bore him. The King laughed hear- 
tily atthe adventure of Bois-rofe I dent for him; 
and he finding I was the perfon towhom he was re- 
ferred, believed his affairs defperate : I enjoyed his 
uneafinefs and perplexity for iome time, and. fter- 
wards drew him out of it in a manner that — 
im 
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him greatly. T folicited warmly in his favour, and 
obtained for him a penfion of 12,000 livres a year, 
a company with an appointment, and 2000 crowns 
in filver. He had not hoped for fo much; but, 
his bluftering apirt. Llooked upon him as an officer 
of great courage and refolution ; and I afterwards 
bound him more clofely to me, and thought him 
worthy of the poft of lieutenant-general of the ord- 
nance in Normandy, when the King had made me 
rand-mafter of it. 

I concealed nothing from the King of all that 
had happened to me at Rouen, except the prefent 
of the fide-board of gilt plate. He was aftonifhed 
one morning to fee. it brought into his chamber. 
I told him, that, having in vain endeavoured to 
hinder the city of Rouen from making me this pre- 
fent, I came to bring it to his Majefty, as a thing 
which belonged to him, fince I had bound myfelf 
by a folemn vow, never to receive any thing from 
his fubjects under this name, while I remained in 
his fervice, 

And here it feems not improper to declare my 
reafons for this conduét, which I am pertuaded will 
not be thought the beft concerted ftratagem to gain 
greater riches: for although the rewards I received 
from the King were very confiderable, and ever 
furpafled my expectations, it will be readily allowed 
that a man who, for fo long a time, had almoft the 
fole management of the finances and the army, was 
able to enrich himfelf by a much fhorter method. 
Ir is not neceflary that I fhould name ir; the paft 
age has afforded but too many examples of it; and, 
notwithftanding all my endeavours to introduce a 
contrary cuftom, the future, I doubt, will fupply 
many more. 

Intereft, therefore, being out of the queftion, my 
refolution to avoid receiving any obligations may 
be placed to the fcore of vanity. Againft this im- 


putation I can offer only a fimple affar ance, but a 
very 
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very fincere one; that I acted thus from no other 
motive, than the defire of teaching thofe who might 
fucceed me in the conduct of affairs, that, in this 
reipect, there is no difference between them and 
fuch as are fet over the diftribution of juttice: for 
if a judge who opens his hand to prefents, even 
without any intention of being influenced by them, 
is looked upon with abhorrence; a minifter, and 
any man invefted with a public employment, ren- 
ders himfelf equally guilty, whe receives gifts with 
complacency, which, in the minds of thofe who 
give them, are in the very inftant, or in the iflue, 

to be at the expence of the King, or at leaft of his 
fubjećts, If we cannot depend on the rectitude of 
intention of thofe who make us thefe prefents, (it 
is to my fucceffors that I addrefs myfelf here), 

much lefs can we on our own who receive them: 
and let us accuftom ourfelves to regard, as two 
things which can never þe reconciled, our mafter’s 
profit and our own; unlefs, as ! have obferved be- 
fore, it thould be himfelf who beftows gifts on us; 
and his liberality will always go far enough to leave 
us no caufe to complain, after we convince him 
that nothing comes to us from any other fource. 
But the misfortune is, being accuftomed to calcu- 
late, and to fee immenfe fums pafs through our 
hands, we are led infenfibly to confider as a {mall 
matter, thofe that are fufficient for the happincfs 
and for the fortune of one individual. 

The King did not diflemble that he was not ac- 
cuftomed to fuch difcourfe ; and owned, that if this 
fyftem, fimple as it was, could be once eftablifhed 
in the finances, it would be the means of enriching 
both the King and the ftate ; which, before and 
fince, have been ardently fought for in vain. He 
would not have accepted the fide-board, but to ac- 
commodate himfelf to my way of thinking, by 
obliging me to take it from his hand. ‘This dona- 
tion became public, becaufe he granted me a wri- 


ting, 
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ting *, in which it was fpecified, that this fide- 
board was a prefent made by the city of Rouen to 
his Majefty, who had beitowed it upon me; and the 
next day this prince fent me oco crowns in gold 
from his own ftrong-box, to make me fenfible that 
fuch an action ina minitter fhould not go unre- 
warded {[ now fulfill his views, by informing the 
public of this double gratification 

Admiral Villars appeared foon after at court, 
with a train of more than an hundred gentlemen; 
fome of whom were of the greateft families in 
France; but people foon drew off their attention 
from the magnificence of his horfes, and the gran- 
deur of his equipages, to fix it upon his generofity 
and upon his modefty, which are indeed the true 
riches of a man, alihough they rarely accompany 
the former. He accofted the King with an air at 
once noble and fubmiflive, and threw himfelf at his 
feet. “ Admiral,” faid the King, in pain at this 
pofture, and raifing him haftily, ‘ fuch fubmiffion 
“ is due to God only ;” and refolving to elevate 
the Admiral as much as he had humbled himfelf, 
he began to expatiate to the courtiers upon the 
great actions which Villars had pertormed, and did 
it with a difcernment fo juft as gave them new merit. 
The Admiral, by proteftations of refpect, and de- 


* Rofny’s humour agreed perfeétly well with the King’s, When 
he truited the finances to his care, he defired him not to takea bertle 
of wine, or receive any prefent whatever, without his knowledge 5 
and when Rofny informed him of any that were offered to him, the 
King immediately permitted him to accept of them, being fo defirous 
that he fhould find his advantage in ferving him faithfully, that he 
often added gifts of his own to thofe perquifites, to encourage him to 
ferve him better and better. But Rofny never received them til] thev 
were duly regiftered in the chamber of accounts, that every one might 
know the bounty of this prince towards him; by which means he 
would avoid the reproach of abufing his favour to empty his coffers, 
Perefixe, p. 227. This writer, as well as the reit of the world, 
were, through the Duke of Suily’s mede?y at that time, ignorapt 
that he himielf was the con‘river of this wite and well-concerted 
economy, 
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votion to his fervice, endeavoured to ftop the courfe 
of thefe praifes; and afterwards perceiving the 
Duke of Montpenfier, he went up to him, and, 
kiffing his hand, acknowledged him his fuperior, 
refigning to him his government of Rouen with fo 
good a grace, that this prince, who had at firft re- 
ceived him coldly enough, being affected with his 
generofity, embraced him feveral times, and from 
that moment received him into the number of his 
deareft friends. 

The months of April and May were employed in 
the fame manner by the King and his council, in 
receiving deputies from the different cities and go- 
vernors, who came to treat upon the conditions of 
their furrender. Thofe of Lyons and Poitiers were 
the moft confiderable. A frange fall for the 
Duke of Nemours! This ambitious man fuffered 
the chimerical project of making himfelf King of 
France, by marrying the Infanta of Spain, to em- 
ploy his mind; which foolith pretenfion, the public 
hatred and the oppofition of his own brother, the 
Duke of Maienne, obliging him to renounce, he 
foon confoled himfelf for this difappointment, by 
erecting, in idea, a principality compofed of the 
provinces of Lyonnois, Beaujolois, Forét, Macon- 
nois, and Dombes, which he was to hold of Spain. 
He began by endeavouring to make fure of the ca- 
pital of his new kingdom; but the Lyonnois *, 
more fubtil than he, took care to fecure the perfon, 


* Perefixe fuppofes the Duke of Marenne himfelf to be the author 
af the revolt of Lyons, it being his defign to fnatch this city out of 
the hands of his half-brother, What the au hor fays here of the 
Duke of Nemours, ought not to hinder us from doing him juftice in 
ether refpeéts, He is allowed by all the hitorians to have poffifled 
very great and amiable qualities, both of mind and perfon, and to 
have been one of the moft deferving noblemen in all France. See 
his panegyric, and that of the Marquis de St, Sorlin, his brother, ia 
the Memoirs of Brantome, vol, 3. under the article of M, de Ne- 
mours, p. 23. et feqq.3 and the account of the de.ail of Lyons, in 
Cayet, book 6, p. 299. and other hiftoriane. k 
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of, their pretended fovereign, who treated them al- 
ready as a tyrant; and confidering him in that light, 
kept him confined, without any intention, however, 
of, breaking with the party. ‘The league was of- 
fended at the affront offered to one of their lead- 
ers, 5, and Saint Sorlin, the Duke of Nemours’s 
youngeft brother, interefting Spain in his quarrel, 
obtained from the Duke of Savoy, and the Duke 
of Terra ‘ova, governour of Milan, a powerful 
fupply of forces, with which he fell wpon the Ly- 
onnois. This violence determined them to fepa- 
rate openly from the league; and calling in Colonel 
D’Ornano to their affiftance, they declared openiy 
for the King, pulltd down T dragged the arms 
and colours of Spain, Savoy, and Nemours. in the 
dirt, burnt, with a kind of infulting farce, in the 
public {quare, the efligies of a woman, in the habit 
of a forcerefs, with this infcription on her fore- 
head, THe Leacue; and allowed only three 
months time to all the little towns dependent upon 
Lyons, to return to their duty. 

The Duke of. Nemours remained in great per- 
plexity during this tumult; and apprehending fome- 
thing worfe than ‘confinement from his pretended 
fubjeéts, to effect his efcape, put on the habit of 
his valet de chambre, who refembled him in his 
fhape, and going out of his apartment with his 
clofe-ftool pan in his hand, paffed through the'an- 
tichamber where the guards were, without being 
known, becaufe he turned his face afide, as if to 
A bad {mell; from thence he ftole-into the 
ftreet, and gained the fields; too happy, after fo 
much imaginary grandeur, to abandon, like a fu- 
gitive, a city which he had deftined for the feat of 
his glory ; and convinced, by fad experience, of a 
truth to which we always will make ourfelves blind, 
that there is nothing fo difficult as to make effects 
anfwer our defires 

Ambition, moreover, turned another head. Ba- 
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lagny fceing himfelf governor of Cambray, a place 
by ‘its fituation of great importance for the King, 
had the hardinefs to demand his title of governor to 
be changed into that of fovereign prince, and the 
misfortune to obtain his requeft. Hence he flattered 
himfelf, that he fhould fee his name {well the cata- 
logue of crowned heads, and forgoc that he wanted 
means to maintain himfelf in that elevated rank. 
He maintained it, or thought to maintain it, by ex- 
haufting his pur fe to appear with magnificence at 
court, and to fend to the fiege of Laon 2000 ar- 
quebutiers and 300 horfe. But the glory of this 
upftart potentate was of fhort duration : H: as well 
as Nemours, {plit upon the common rock fo fatal 
to ambitious men, who can never be perfuaded, that 
the beft concerted fchemes are thole which afford 
only moderate advantages, but fubjeéted to no chan- 
ges, and fecured from all hazards, 

The Spaniards feeing, that, in the centre of the 
kinedom, every thing flipped through their hands, 
refolved to ftem the torrent by fome important 
blow, and laid fiege to La Chapelle. ‘Phe King did 
not balance a moment upon the neceffity of leaving 
all his domeitic affai.s, to go and prevent the re- 
duétion of this place. His foldiers, however, were 
not in the fame difpofition: Weary of war, they 
fought only to forget and to avoid it. So much 
time, therefore, was wafted, before the King could 
draw his.army together, that although he marched 
befere it with a fmall body of troops, yet he came 
too late: he found the fiege fo far advanced, and 
the Count of Mansfield, who commanded it, fo ad- 
vantageoufly pofted. that, weak as he was, he could 
not venture to force him But the place being of 
great ftrength, he flattered himfelf that the gover- 
nor would hold out long enough to cieie tO 
the reft of the troops to join him, and then he 
would be in a condition either to throw fuccours 
into the place, or force the befiegers to a battle. 

- per But 
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But this governor, following the maxims of thofe 
times, attentive only to his own profit in every 
thing, had been fo beneficially {paring of provifions, 
ammunition, and foldiers, to man his garrifon, 
that he was obliged to furrender much fooner than 
he needed to have done, and faw himfelf ruined by 
his avarice. 

' The King, by way of reprifal, invefted Laon. He 
was not ignorant, that the league had put this place, 
already fo ftrong by its fituation and fortifications, 
into a condition fuficient to make whoever attacked 
it repent of his attempt. Du-Bourg * was gover- 
nor of it; one of the beft and moft experienced 
officers the Luke of Maienne had in his army. 
The Duke’s fecond fon, the Count of Sommerive, 
with a great number of the nobility, was fhut up 
there. The King, therefore, contidering that, on 
this occafion, he had his military reputation to fu- 
ftain, a reputation to which he owed all his fuccefs, 
neglected, on his part, no care or attention, to ac- 
complifh his enterprife. 

I attended him joyfully to this fiege, and was 
charged, according to my talte, with the direction 
of a battery of dix pieces of cannon, conjointly 
with the elder De-Born, who, in quality of lieute- 
nant-general of the ordnance, had the conduct of 
it in the abfence of the Count de la Guiche grand. 
mafter, and confented to take me for his colleague. 
Scarce had I taken poffeffion of my new employ- 
ment, when I was obliged to abandon it. The King 
was informed, by letters from Paris, that the Count 
d’ Auvergne, with D’Entragues, his father-in-law, 
had begun thofe fecret practices. againft him which 
afterwards had like to have lott him his head upon 
a {caffold ; and that many difuifected and feditious 


* He was the fame who chofe rather to go out of the Bafile, of 
which he was governor, publiciy with the black fcaf, than to re- 
ceive a bribe to put it into the Kizg’s hands, Cayet, vol. 2. p. 691. 
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perfons daily reforted to Paris. A violent difpute 
had likewife juft commenced between the univerfity 
and curate of Paris on one fide, and the Jefuits on 
the other; which, in a government yet hardly efta- 
blifhed, was very formidable. 
This news convinced his Majefty, that there was 
a neceffity for having a vigilant and faithful agent 
in that great city; yet he delayed mentioning the 
affair to me, becaufe he knew well that I fhould 
not be pleafed with a commiffion which would ob- 
lige me to leave the fiege. However, a letter which 
I received from the Cardinal of Bourbon, and 
which I could not avoid fhewing him, determined 
him to propofe it to me. ‘The Cardinal, without 
entering into any detail, only expreffed himiclf ar- 
dently clefirous of feeing me, upon affairs of great 
importance, which he faid I only could fucceed in. 
Although all this had only the air of a complinient, 
yet his Majefty thought he ought not to negleét 
this advice: and had thefe affairs related only to the 
Cardinal, the King had fo many motives for being 
folicitous about him, that when he had read this 
letter, he commanded me to prepare for returning 
to Paris; which I obeyed, but with great regret az 
quitting the fiege. ‘There was a neceflity to fill up 
the employment I left vacant, with a man whofe 
fidelity could be depended upon. I named to his 
Majefty Vignoles, Parabere, and Trigny; and he 
chofe Parabere. I flattered myfelf, that when the 
affairs which called me to Paris were terminated, I 
fhould return to Laon; and I was refolved to ufe 
all poffible expedition with them; but they were 
fucceed by others, and that fo foon, that, from the 
end of May to the beginning of Auguft, which was 
the time this fiege lafted, all I could fee of it was 
in thefe little excurfions I fometimes made thither 
from Paris ; thefore my account of it will be un- 
connected enough. 
Having 
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Having received the King’s inftructions for my 
journey, I fet out, and reached Crépy the firft night, 
where I lay, and the next day arrived at Paris, I 
waited upon the Cardinal immediately, and found 
him very ill*, and as much depreffed in mind as 
in body. > He embraced me tenderly, and difco- 
vered infinite joy at feeing me; then ordering his 
chamber to be cleared, made me fit down by his 
bedfide, that I might hear the thoufand important 
things which he faid he had to communicate. ‘Thofe 
he began with gave me no great opinion of the 
reft; but they were fuch as fat neareft his heart, 
although they confifted only of domeftic uneafinefl- 
es, and female quarrels, with which Iam almof 
afhamed to entertain the public. A certain lady, 
named Madam de Rofieres, was the caufe of them. 
The Cardinal, either through jealoufy or a difturbed 
imaginaticn, had taken it into his head, that fhe 
hhaftened his death by magic, to be revenged on 
him for fowing diffenfion between her and the Abbé 
de Bellozanne, her favourite His only confolation 
was, that if he did not die, his murderefs would. 
My wife had informed him, that this Madam de 
\ofieres was dangeroufly ill; and probably it was 
upon this information that he had formed all his 
fable of magic and death. 

He imparted all thefe fecrets to me with fuch ap- 
parent dejection, that I did not doubt but that thefe 
imaginations contributed in a great meafure to ha- 
iten his death. I endeavoured to infpirit him; and 
he at laft was able to fpeak to me of his other af- 
fairs, which he had like to have forgot. Next to 
Madam de Rofieres, the King was the perfon of 
whom he complained with greateft bitternefs ; for 
his mind was in fuch a ftate, that he only com- 


* The mement he perceived h imch ill, he departed from Gaiilen, 
and came to St, Genivieve, and afte: ards to his fine houfe of the 
abbey cf St, Germain, according to De Thir, book 109. 
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plained of thofe whom he loved. He had afked the 
King’s permiflion to difpofe of his benefices; and 
his .Viajetty, he faid, had not heard him favourably; 
which, he added, could only be occafioned by this 
prince’s not having any regard for him, or that he 
was not fincerely attached to the Catholic religion; 
for how indeed could hebe a good Roman Catho- 
lic, and difoblige a cardinal? Afterwards, without 
confidering whom it was he was {peaking to, he in- 
treated me to defend the Romifh religion to the 
King, to confirm him in it, to prevail upon him to 
keep up a clofe correfpondence with the Pope, to 
demand of St. Peter his benediction, that he might 
afterwards obtain of him the diflolution of his 
marriage with Queen *argaret of Valois, and be at 
liberty to marry another princefs, by whom he 
might have children who would fecure the crown 
to the houfe of Bourbon, and peace and tranquil- 
lity to France The end of this difcourfe was much 
more judicions than I had reafon to expect: nor 
was the Pope’s panegyric improperly introduced in 
ic; for, it muft be confeffed, that Clement VIII. was 
not only pofieffed of great wifdom and juftice, but 
alfo fo good a politician, that the court of Madrid 
could never boaft of having deceived him by their 
difguifes. wr 

"The Cardinal afterwards brought the affair of the 
Jefuits upon the carpet; and although, as a man 
devoted to the court of Rome, he openly favoured 
them, yet the arguments he made ufe of to prevail 
upon me to fupport them, were founded upon po- 
licy and the intereft of the King, and fo folid, that 
I was convinced his underftanding was not impaired 
by ficknefs, but only upon the chapter of himfelf. 
All the fteps I took in that affair were in confe- 
quence of his Eminence’s prudent reflections on 
the danger of banifhing the whole focicty from 
France in fuch a conjuncture ; for, as we fhall foon 
fee, nothing lefs was in agitation. 
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A fourth affair, which he recommended to me, 
was, to fupport, againft the fuperintendant, the old 
Archbifhop of Glafgow in Ireland, whom he loved 
and honoured as if he had been a near relation. 
This archbifhop bore the name of Bethune *. The 
Queen of Scotland, his benefactrefs, being dead, all 
he now defired was, to fend the fhort remnant of 
his life in peace, far from his native country ; but 
in the fuperintendant he found an enemy, to whofe 
perfecutions he was perpetually expofed, and who 
feemed ref lved to drive him out of France. Tne- 
ver could difcover the true caufe of this hatred ; 
perhaps it was owing to the attachment this pre- 
late always fhewed to the family of the Guifes, 
from whom the Queen of Scotland * was defcend- 
ed. The Gardinal faid, that D'O had no other 
motive than the intereft which the Cardinal took in 
the Archbifhop : and it is certain, that, as often as 
his Eminence folicited the fuperintendant in favour 
of the old prelate, he feemed to be more eagerly 
bent upon his deftruction. ‘Phe Cardinal, - there- 
fore, intreated me to prevail upon the King to take 


* James de Bethune, Archbifhop of Glafgow, in Scotland, and 
not in Freland, came to Poris in quality of ambaffador in ordinary 
from the Queen of S.otland, and died ther. in 1603, aged eighty-fix 
years; having, during fifty-feven years, fuffered great vicifitudes of 
fortune, fince the murder of Cardinal de Bethune, Archbithop of St. 
Andrew’s, his uncle, which happened in 1546, His epitaph may te 
Mill feen in the church of St. John of Lateran, Amelot de la Houf- 
faye, in his Memoirs, mentiors the procefs that Ni hoias Deneiz, 
Bifhopof Orleans, had with Maximilian Francis Duke of Sully, in 
wh.ch, it appears, tsat they unjuñly sifputed the right this family 
had tothe name of Bethune. ‘* However this may be,” faid he, 
fpeaking of this archbifhop, < the family of Betun in Scotland, from 
« whence were defcended the Cardinal Archbifhop of St. And ew’s, 
“ and the Archbifhop of Glafgow, ambaflador from Queen Mary 
e S uirt in France, where he died in 1660 o 1563, (her is an error 
ec in the dite), is acknowledged by Mett, de Suily and de Cnaroft, . 
“© for a branch of their houfe.”’ vo’, 2. p.63. Therefore, according 
to our Memoirs, the true name both or the Archbifhop ot Giafgow, 
and of the Archbifhop of St. Ancrew’s, w s B-thuse, and not Betun, 

* Mary of Lorain, daughter of Claude Duke of Guife, married 
in 3530, to James Swart King of Scotla d, 
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-the Archbifhop under his protection : he had pro- 
mifed wo have no concern, for the future, in any 
affairs, either within or without the kingdom : in- 
deed, he was no longer capable of it, and his con- 
duct, moreover, irreproachable. To gain me en- 
tirely over to his interefts, the Cardinal told me, 
that this archbifhop had fo great an affection for 
me, that he wept continually for my unhappinefs, 
in being educated in the Proteftant religion. 

He refumed again the fubjeét of his benefices, 
with which he concluded his difcourfe; and ear- 
neftly intreated me to obtain for him his Majefty’s 
permifiion to refign them, confefling that the: pof- 
feffion of thefe benefices had given dreadful unea- 
finefs to the deceafed Cardinal, his uncle, from 
whom he had them, as well as to himfelf, fome of 
them having been forcibly taken from families who 
were the lawful proprietors of. them; and his E- 
-minence thought, he fhould make a fufficient atone 
-ment, both for himfelf and his uncle, and pacify his 
conf{cience, by reftoiing them to the injured per- 
fons after his death. He had nothing new to tell 
me, when his phyfician entered the chamber. Du- 
ret (for it was he) having recommended filence to 
-his patient, took upon himfelf the care of acquaint- 
ing me with all the fecrets of the Cardinal, whofe 
‘confidence he pofltfled ; and he acquired himfelf 
like avery elogucnt man, that is to fay he wea- 
ried me fufficiently. I mide no other anfwer to 
his tedious {peeches, than reiterated promifes of fer- 
ving his Eminence. 
. During the three days which I paffed at Paris, I 
was fifficiently convinced of the dangerous corre+ 
fpondences carried on by the Count d’ Auvergne, 
D’Entragues, and his wife. Their houfe was the 
rendezvous for all the King’s enemies, either in the 
league or the Spanith party: every night they held 
fecret councils again{t the King’s intereft and fer- 
vice. ‘Till fhould have an opportunity of con- 
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ferring with his Majefty upon the meafures neceffa- 
ry for fuppreffing this wicked cabal, I reprefented 
to Mef. de Cheverney, de Pont-carré, de Bellievre, 
and de Maifie, that they could not watch too nar- 
rowly the motions of thefe incendiaries; and I 
particularly recommended it to Maieffe, with 
whofe activity I was well acquainted. 

I afterwards applied myfelf, with a particular at- 
tention, to the affair of the Jefuits, againft whom 
a procefs was actually commenced before the par- 
liament, and vigoroufly purfued by the univerfity 
and curates of Paris, who accufed them with ha- 
ving monopolized to themfelves the education of 
the youth *, and the direction of confciences; re- 
prefented themas a fociety very pernicious to the 
ftate; and propofed their being banifhed as fuch 
from all the dominions of France. It was nothing 
lefs than certain, that all thefe adverfaries of the 
fociety would triumph over them, as they had pro- 
mifed themfelves, even if the King fhould not in- 
terpofe his authority. The Jefuits had acted power- 
fully upon this occafion. The party was already 
fo well fupported, that, without laying any ftrefs 
upon the Pope, Spain, and their partifans in the 
league +, who were not few, one half of the par- 
liament was on their fide, and openly folicited in 
their favour, The caufe was put into the hands of 
advocates in the higheft repute atthe bar: the Je- 
fuits retained Duret and Verforis; and their ad- 
verfaries Arnaud and Dollé ¢. In Paris nothing 
was talked of but thefe two powerful factions. 

I reflected upon what the Cardinal de Bourbon 
had reprefented to me, That there was no extre- 
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* See Richel. polit. teft. part r. chap. 2, feét. 10. J 

+ The Cardinal of Bourbon, the Saperintendant D'O, Antony 
Seguire, King’s Advocate, and a great many others, openly folicited 
for the Jefuits. 

f See the particulars of this proce’s, De Thou, book t10, 3 Hit. 
cf the univerlity of Paris, vol. 6. p, 866.3 and others. 
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mity to which this order would not proceed, fti- 
mulated either by revenge, or by the hope of for- 
cing us to repeal their banifhment: That, by their 
intrigues, they might animate part of Europe againft 
us: That they well know how, to make their per- 
fecution be looked upon as an ‘njury offered to re- 
ligion itfelf, and bring the King under a fufpicion of 
being fecretly attached to that which he had juft 
quitted ; which, in the prefent ftate of affairs, might 
have very dangerous confequences, Clement VIII. 
not having yet been able to refolve upon granting 
the abfolution folicited for at Rome; the King be- 
ing engaged in one of thefe enterprifes, the event 
of which is always fo uncertain, and often fo dan- 
gerous ; and, in a word, the Catholics who had 
moft power in the kingdom, as well thofe who 
were at Paris, as thofe that filled the court, fear- 
ing, or feeming to fear, for their own intereft, that 
they had not yet fufficiently provided for the fecu- 
rity of the Romifh religion in France. I was fen- 
fible, that Mef. de Longueville, Nevers, and Biron, 
had publicly expreffed themfelves to this purpofe, 
and had ufed all their endeavours to communicate 
their apprehenfions to the Cardinal of Bourbon, by 
‘means of D’Entragues, D’Humiers, Des Sourdis, 
and fome others. It is not my defign to impute 
here any bad intention to thefe perfons ; but it is 
certain, that, among thefe zealous Catholics, there 
were few who were not actuated by a motive like 
that of Biron, who did not diffeminate thefe dif- 
courfes till he had loft all hope of obtaining the go- 
‘vernment of Laon. 

Be this as it will, prudence, I thought, required, 
that the authority of the abfent King fhould not be 
expofed for a quarrel between priefts and theolo- 
gifts; and did not doubt but his Majefty, in fuch 
a cafe, would chufe the moft moderate fide. I 
therefore declared to the council, that the King did 
not think the accufations which were brought a- 
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gainft the Jefuits, of fufficient importance to autho- 
rife any harfh treatment of them; and that his Ma- 
jefty would wait to be determined by their future 
behaviour to the ftate and himfelf,: whether he- 
fhould banifh them, or permit them to continue in 
France: and that, till he had given more pofitive 
orders concerning them, he abfolutely forbad ‘any 
violent proceedings again{t thofe fathers ; that no 
invectives fhould be permitted in the pleadings a- 
gainft them ; and even that their caufe fhould be 
tried in full court. No perfon expected to find in 
me a protector of the Jefuits; and I may fay, that 
my recommendation of them at that time would 
not have been ufelefs, although I had not fpokenin 
the name of the King. In effect, no further pro- 
grefs was made in this affair. 

The deference I owed to the Cardinal of Bour- 
bon made me refolve to fpeak to the fuperintendant 
in favour of the Archbifhop of Glafgow ; though I 
knew well, what I had to expeé&t from a man fo 
little folicitous to conceal the hatred he bore to 
my whole family, and which a late quarrel with 
my young “it brother had augmented, I hoped 
from the King more juftice, and I haftened to join 
him at Laon, after taking leave of the Cardinal, 
who continued ftill confiderably weakened. 

At Bruyers, where I had left my field-equipage, 
J learned, that the Duke of Maienne, being in con- 
ftant expectation of a great army which Count 
Charles of Mansfield was to bring him, had advan- 
ced with fome troops as far as La-Fere, and twice 
attempted to throw a fupply of rco horfe and 200 
arquebufiers into Laon; that the firft was defeated 
by Givry, and the fecond by the Count of Soiffons, 
whofe turn it was that day to guard the trench : 
that the King gave always a glorious example to 
the princes and officers, and mounted guard in the 
trenches in his turn, i 
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His Majefty was in bed when I arrived at his 
quarters, although it was three o’ clock in the af- 
ternoon. He afked me, if 1 was not furprifed to 
find him in bed at fuch an hour. This bed, how- 
ever, was only two matreffes upon the hard ground. 
All night, and the preceding day, this prince had 
been ftanding at the trench, where he was employed 
in directing works to he made in the mountain, 
upon the declivity of which { aon is fituated, either 
to change the place of fome batteries, or to fhelter 
the workmen by parapets. He was fo greatly fa- 
tigued ftanding upon the ground, which was ex- 
tremely rugged, that feveral contufions rofe in his 
feet, which did not, however, hinder him from 
ftaying to fee the work carried on, till all thefe con- 
tufions burfting, each of his feet became one large 
wound, which-obliged him to be put to bed, and 
fome dreffings to be applied to them; which he 
ordered to be changed in my prefence; ‘That you 
“ may be convinced,” faid he, “ I do not act the 
“ fick man unfeafonably.”” I was very far, indeed, 
from entertaining fuch a thought : and if I accufed 
him of any thing, it was of the contrary excefs. I 
believe he perceived it: for feeking, as it were, to 
juftify himfelf he told me, that he was under a ne- 
ceffity of undertaking and fuperintending this work, 
which would give him two days advance upon the 
befieged city ; and that I would not condemn him 
after I had feen it, or, at leaft, heard an account 
of it from the connoifieurs whom he had fent to vi- 
fit it, and whofe return he expected at five o’clock. 

I took advantage of this opportunity of being 
alone with the King to give him an account of my 
journey, which I did, kneeling on a cufhion which 
he ordered to be brought for me. His Majefty, de- 
firous of authorifing what I had done, ordered Beau- 
lieu-Rufe to write three letters inftantly: the firft, 
which was addrefied to the Chancellor, regarded the 
Jefuits, and contained only a repetion of what I 
vya had 
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had faid myfelf. Inthe fecond, he informed D’O, 
that it was his intention the Archbifhop of Glaf- 
gow fhould enjoy the only two abbeys he had in 
France peaceably, and juftified this prelate’s paft 
conduét, by the gratitude he owed his benefactrefs. 
The third, to the Cardinal of Bourbon, was written 
in the name of Loménie, fecretary of ftate, who 
made known to his Eminence, that the King would 
approve of the difpofition he fhould make of his 
benefices, and was ready to ratify it, by figning him- 
felf the form he fhould fend him, provided he 
found in it nothing contrary to the canons, the li- 
berties, and cuftoms of the kingdom. ‘The reft of 
the letter was an affurance of his protection and 
friendfhip; and as a proof of his confidence, he 
fent the two other letters under cover to him; and 
had the complaifance to acquaint him with the con- 
tents. I defired Du Perat, whom the King fent 
with thefe three letters to Paris, to deliver one 
from me to the Cardinal, in which I exhorted him, 
by every thing that I thought could make any im- 
preflion upon his mind, to free himfelf from all 
his domeftic uneafineffes. 

Thefe affairs were but juft over before the arrival 
of Mef. de Biron, Givry, Saint-Luc, Marivault, 
Parabere, Vignoles, Fouqueroles, and others, whom 
the King had fent to examine his works of the pre- 
ceding day, particularly two mines which he had 
caufed to be opened. Every one gave his opinion 
of them, to fhew his own ikill: they could not a- 
gree, and a difpute infenfibly arofe amongft them. 
Marechal Biron, who fullied the great talents he 
had for war, by an affuming air, and a fuperiority 
of accent, which made him always mafter of the 
converfation, could with difficulty bear to hear any 
one to declare himfelf of an opinion contrary to 
his. 

The King, perceiving that words grew high a- 
mongft them, in order to oblige them to filence, 
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told them that he had received notice from three fue- 
ceffive fpies, from different places, that the Duke of 
Maienne and the Count of Mansfeld had refolved, 
at all hazards, to throw a very confiderable con- 
voy of ammunition and provifions into Laon, in 
order to avoid a battle; and that this convoy was 
to fet out inftantly upon its march, fupported by a 
very powerful efcort, with a cefign to furprife the 
guard, force themfelves a paffage, and enter into 
the befieged city. ‘This afforded a new fubject for 
conteftation, which ended at laft in Biron’s favour, 
who procured the command of a ftrong detach- 
ment, with which he intended to poft himfelf in the 
foreft between Laon and La-Fere, and to attack the 
efcort with the convoy. He compofed the detach- 
ment himfelf, which confifted of 1200 French in- 
fantry, all chofen men, 800 Swifs, 300 light horfe, 
200 troopers, and 109 gentlemen of the King’s 
houfehold. I afked the King’s permiffion to go a- 
long with this detachment; which he refufed me 
feveral times, alledging, that there were many 
things which he wanted me to inform him of; but 
I made fo ftrong inftances, that the third time I 
prevailed. 

We began our march at fix o’ clock in the after- 
ncon. and reached the foreftat one in the morning, 
where we advanced cautioufly to the extremity of 
the wood near La-Fere, which was the place of our 
ambufcade. Marechal de Biron detained all the 
paffengers we met on the great road, who, he 
thought, might carry intelligence of his defign into 
La-Fere; and placed centinels on horfeback at the 
end of the wood, to bring him an exact informa- 
tion of whatever came out of the city. We waited 
with great impatience till four o’ clock in the after- 
noon, ‘before we heard any news ; and then the 
centinels came to inferm us, that the great road 
from La-Fere to Laon was covered with fo long a 
file of foldiers, and fuch a vaft quantity of bag- 
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gage of every kind, that they could imagine no- 
thing elfe but that the whole army of the enemy 
was advancing. That inftant I perceived a good 
number of the moft refolute aniongft us to look 
pale, and whifper to each other, that it was ne- 
ceflary to make our retreat. This fome of us op- 
pofed; and the commander declaring himfelf for 
this laftopinion, it was agreed upon, by a plurali- 
ty of voices, that fome one of the troop fhould be 
fent to reconnoitre, and bring back an exact ftate 
of things Fouqueroles, whofe valour and intre- 
pidity was well known, was chofen, with two or 
three others, for this employment: and returning 
a little time after, informed us, that this feeming- 
ly formidable line was compofed of three hundred 
carts, laden with ammunition, efcorted by four 
fquadrons of 100 horfe each, who marched be- 
fore the convoy, followed by 8 or goo mufketeers ; 
an equal number of Spanith infantry brought up 

the rear. i 
This number not being equal to ours, it was a- 
greed upon, with one voice, that we fhould attack 
them; and we only differed upon the manner’ of 
doing it. I, with many others, were of opinion, 
that it would be better to let the convoy enter the 
foreft, and afterwards fall upon them in the rear. 
Givry, Montigny; and Marivault, who were at 
the head of the cavalry, were for the negative, 
and maintained fo pofitively, that there was lefs 
danger in attacking them in the open field, that 
they drew Marechal Biron into this opinion. At 
firft this method fucceeded: the cavalry of the e- 
nemy gave way as foon as they were attacked, 
though at the beginning they fhewed great refolu- 
tion, and retired to the fides of the waggons: but 
we foon found whom we had to deal with: the 
enemy's infantry, which were in front, waited 
firmly for our troopers, whom Biron fent to attack 
them, 
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them; and fixed upon them with..fo much order, 
as obliged them to give ground. Biron command- 
ed them to return to the charge by the left flank, 
while he attacked the right, which was vifibly the 
leaft dangerous. The onfet was fo terrible, that 
the enemy’s foot were forced to retire, and, like 
the other fquadrons, take fhelter in the midít of 
the carts, from whence they ftill continued to de- 
fend themfeves : in the mean time, the Spanifh 
battalion advanced, from the rear to the front, and 
formed itfelf in fuch a manner, that it was fup- 
ported on all fides by the cavalry and the wag- 
gons, without lofing the affiftance of the firft bat- 
talion : they made fo vigorous a defence, that all 
Biron’s entreaties and menaces could not hinder 
our 6co horfe from quitting the fight, extremely 
weakened, The Swils and French infantry, who 
took their place, found equal refiftance. ‘he 
battle continuing to lengthen, Biron apprehended 
that an action which paffed fo near La-Fere, would 
give time for a confiderable fupply to be fent to 
the convoy, if it was not very {peedily ended, for 
a laft refource, commanded the 100 gentlemen to 
difmount, to add to their other arms, which con- 
fifted of a {word and piftol, a pike, of which we had 
‘brought a great quantity along with us; and to 
bring up to the charge all our foot, both French 
and Swifs, which had not yet encountered the 
Spaniards. Mef. de Guitry, de Montigny, de 
Marivault, de Trigny, d’Arambure, de Ja Curée, 
de Lopes, d’Heures, and others, advanced in this 
manner at the head of 300 foot; and Biron, with 
an equal number, followed them. J, was in the 
fecond battalion. We clof:d fo clofely, that the 
pike and fufee became ufelefs. We fought hand 
to hand; and almoft wreftled with one another, 
‘The Spaniards at length gave ground, and, after 
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throwing away their arms *, fled for fhelter to the 
woods and waggons. This laft refuge was of no 
fervice to them; we purfued them there, and made 
a horrible carnage of them: no lefs than 1200 
were left dead upon the place. There were few 
prifoners ; the perfons of any diftinétion in the ca- 
valry had time to get back to La-Fere. We nei- 
ther purfued them, nor the others who had taken 
fhelter in the woods, left we fhould be furprifed, 
and put into diforder, by new troops fent from La- 
Fere to their affiftance: on the contrary, we only 
thought of rallying, and keeping upon our guard, 
during the time that was neceflary to reft and re- 
frefh ourfelves with fome of thofe provifions of 
which we found great abundance in the convoy. 
In the night we marched back to the camp, and 
brought thither, without meeting with any obftacle, 
zll the enemy’s baggage, but fo pillaged by the fol- 
diers, and fo carelefsly looked after, notwithftand- 
ing the commander’s ftrict orders concerning it, 
that above 400 war or baggage horfes were lamed. 

Biron, with the fame fupercilious air which he 
had aflumed, to procure the command in this ex- 
pedition, prefented himfelf to his Majefty at his re- 
turn, to receive the praifesdue to his fuccefs. 
Having fo fine a matter to talk of himfelf, one 
may eafily imagine what a man, who knew not the 
merit of filence upon thefe occafions, would fav 
to the advantage of his victory. One would have 
faid, to have heard him, that he had juft that mo- 
‘ment returned from fettling the crown upon his 
Majefty’s head. Experience has fhewn, that this 
haughtinefs, which borders a little upon boafting, 
of itfelf fufficiently in the French tafte, common- 
ly fucceeds with a general who has Frenchmen to 
conduct: with them to feem fure of a victory, 


* La Curée, who was a good judge in this matter, attributes the 
Spaniards defeat to their euftom of ufing too long fwords, ane waift- 

-beits too fhort. Vol, 8929, MSS, dela bibliot, du Roi. 
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goes 4 great way towards gaining it. The King 
was not ignorant of this, and he had found very 
happy confequences from it, on thofe hazardous 
occafions, when the foldiers fought only in the 
countenance and words of their leader, the idea 
they ought to have of the prefent danger. Hence 
a feeming confidence of fuccefs became habitual 
to him, and this air was imitated by all the general 
officers; and, as it often happens, many of them, 
but particularly Marechal Biron, overacted it fo far 
as to become infupportable to all the others, and 
even to the King himfelf, who was by no means 
the leaft indulgent. — 

The obliging reception which his Majefty gave to 
Biron, and thofe that had followed him, created 
great jealoufy in the courtiers, who had not 
been of the party, and completely turned Biron’s 
head. However, he could not obtain the govern- 
ment of Laon, which was what he aimed at by ex- 
alting his laft action, and arrogating all the glory 
of it to himfelf alone, as it others came in for no- 
thing. The King difclofed his thought of it fully 
to me, and feemed, on many accounts, greatly dif- 
contented with this Marechal. His Majefly told 
me, that, after fo many caufes of complaint which 
Biron had given him, after his having dared even 
lately to threaten him with going over to his-ene- 
mies, and the difcoveries he had juft made of the 
actual correfpondence he carried on with Mef. 
d’Epernon and d*Avergne, he could not refolye to 
truft him with the care of a piace fo near the ‘Low 
‘Countries as Laon, which ought not to be given but 
to a man of approved fda *: but he feared ‘he 
faid, that Biron would keep no meafures after this 
os af Ip and would openly join the party ,again{t 
him, or, what was {till more dangerous, continue 
near his perfon, while he fecretly fided with his 


* This government was given to Marivault. : 
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enemies. Henry, who from this moment was per- 
fuaded, that he would one day have every thing to 
fear om Biron, added, that he had perceived 
this Marechal fought my friendthip for fome time, 
doubtlefs with an intention to procure my concur: 
rence to a marriage between his brothér and Made- 
moifelle de Saint Geniés, my niece, who was one 
of the greateft fortunes in France; and he ordered 
me to take advantage of this new friendfhip, to 
found him, and to penetrate into his defigns. 
` The great convoy being defeated, the King, 
without any obftacle, continued the ‘fiege of Laon} 
till he received notice that the Duke Ge Maienne. 
and the Count of Mansfield, far from being dif- 
heartened by this bad fuccefs, talked of nothing 
lefs than coming’ to torce the lines of the befiegers, 
as foon as they had received fome troops they were 
in expectation of. ` The Marechal de Biron treated 
this news with raillery; but his Majefty, who ne- 
glefted nothing, was not eafy' about it’ till Givry, 
whom he had fent to reconnoitre, efcorted by 300 
horfe, with ftrict orders not to return without a 
perfect knowledge of the fituation and forces of 
the enemy, brought him, at the end of three days, 
certain intelligence, that there was not a fingle com- 
pany of them on this fide the Oife ; and that the 
Spaniards were more inclined ‘to return to Flan 
ders than to Laon. The King, relying upon a 
fidelity of this report, that’ very evening made a 
party to go and dine the next day at St. Lambert, 
a houfe ‘dependent upon the domain of Navarre. 
and fituated in the midit of the foreft, where he 
remembered to have often gone to eat fruit, milk, 
and new cheefe, during the time that, in Nis youth, 
he had refided in the caftle of Marle’; and he pro- 
mifed himfelf great pleafure in feeing it again. 
About thirty of us attended him to St. ‘Lambert, 
where, as he had paffed part of the preceding 
night in vifiting, as ufual, the trenches, battéries. 
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and mines, he fell afleep as foon as he had dined: 
his goodconititution, joined to a habit of fatigue, 
had accuftomed him to fleep in any place, and 
and when he pleafed, and to wake at any hour. 
The weather being then extremely hot, eight or ten 
of us went into the thickeft part of the foreft *, 
not far from the great road leading from La-Fere 
to Laon. We had not gone farther than twelve 
or fifteen hundred: paces, when a noife which 
came from that fide near La-Fere drew all our 
attention ; it feemed to be a confufed mixture 
of human voices, fmacking of whips, neighing of 
horfes, and a noife like the diitant found of trum- 
pets and drums. ‘That we might hear more plain- 
ly, we came forwards to the road, from whence 
we perceived diftinétly eight hundred paces before 
us, a column of infantry, which appeared to us to 
be foreigners, marching in good arder, and with- 
out noife: that which we had heard proceeded 
from the fervants and vagabonds who followed, 
and thofe that conducted a confiderable convoy of 
artillery which efcorted it. Extending our view 
as far as it was poflible, fo great a number of 
troops appeared to us to file off after thofe wag- 
gons, that we did not doubt but that it was the e- 
nemy’s whole army. 
© We returned haftily, and found the King awake, 
{haking a plum-tree, the fruit of which had appear- 
ed very delicious. ‘* Faith, Sire, (faid we to him,) 
© we have juft feen fome people pafs, who prepare 
“ very different plums for you, and of a little harder 
“« digeftion.” Theexplication did not confift of ma- 
ny words, the time was preffing ; and the King the 
more readily believed us, having, as he told us, 
heard fomething for a quarter of an hour, which 
(not being ‘able to imagine that Givry could have 
acquitted’ himfelf fo ill of his commiffion) he 
* The foreft of Folambry, 
ae thought 
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thought was a noife proceeding from his own 
camp. His Majefty ordered twelve of us, who 
were ready at hand, to go inftantly to the different 
quarters of the cavalry, (a lift of which he always 
carried in his pocket), to {fpread the alarm there, 
and bring them all with the utmo(t expedition to 
his quarter, while a part of us fhould go to the 
infantry, to form them into battalions, and poft 
them between the fame quarter and the trenches. 
He gave thefe orders as he was mounting his horfe, 
and aithough he rode at full fpeed, he continued 
giving them to all he met, with the fame juftnefs 
and extent of thought, as if he had been long be- 
fore prepared for a battle, Thanks to fo much ce- 
lerity, and that admirable prefence of mind, which 
was the caufe that nothing efcaped this prince here, 
where any other, inftead of forming a regular plan, 
would fcarcely have been capable of taking the leaft 
fenfible refolution. The enemy did not iurprife a 
fingle man ; which perhaps faved the whole army 
from the utmoft misfortune: for it muft be confef- 
fed, that if the enemy’s cavalry, which at the fame 
inftant appeared in the front of the camp, where 
they formed themfelves into fquadrons with great 
expedition, had once thrown the foldiers into a 
confternation, which, the King and part of the 
officers being abfent, muft almoit infallibly have 
happened by an effect of the firft furprite; it 
would have been eafy for them, amidit that fudden 
confution, to have defeated one or more quarters, 
and perhaps fear might have delivered up all the 
reft. 

We may hold by this fingle example, to prove of 
what utility it is for a general of an army, I will not 
fay only to pofefs that quality of mind which takes 
in all cares, however infinite; but to know by their 
names, their capacity, their good and bad qualities, 
the officers, and the different bodies of his army ; 
and in his turn to be known by it, for the man of 
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all the general officers, whofe advice (the quality 
of leader apart) they would chufe in a ditheult 
conjuncture to follow as the wifeft, to give it with 
firninefs, but without the oftentation which feems 
to arife from the certainty of having found out the 
bet; to infpire them with a relifh for their occu- 
pation; to render their difcipline pleating, by never 
opprefiing them with orders, but, at the fame time, 
to accuftom them never to expect, that thofe al- 
ready eftablifhed will, on any account whatever, be 
difpenfed with, or diminifhed ; in a word, to pof- 
fefs the art of making himfelf be at all times rea- 
dily obeyed by them, without infpiring that timidity 
which keeps thein dilent, when, by a feafonable 
hint, they might aid the lights of their leader; an 
inconvenience which in all times has been the ruin 
of many armies, and their commanders. 

Notwithftanding the expedition the King ufed on 
this occafion, if the enemy’s general had known 
how to avail himfelf of every moment, I believe 
he might have given us a confiderable {hock ; but 
knowing the prince he had to deal with, he durft 
not fuffer the van of his army to appear, tll the 
whole was come out of the foreft, that one part 
might not be deprived of the affittance of the other, 
in cafe the King fhould be informed of his march, 
and meet him with all his army. It happened alfo, 
that the march of the enemy was protracted by the 
breaking of a carriage, upon which a piece of ord- 
nance was placed, which imbarrafed them greatly. 
‘The waggons fplit in pieces when the convoy was 
defeated, the luggage of which, with the bodies of 
men and horfes, overfpread the road, caufed a fe- 
cond imbarafiment ftill greater: and, laftly, the 
perfon whom the Duke of Maienne had fent to re- 
connoitre a place proper for pitching his camp, 
did not make all the difpatch which he might have 
made. 
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lays. He drew out from the trenches as many men 
as were fufficient to cover them, without leaving 
too few within, and ranged the reft of his army in 
order of battle before, when the enemy, who no 
longer hoped to furprife him, gave him time. ‘That 
day was employed on each fide in gaining all advan- 
tages for a battle. It was not, however, the inten- 
tion of the two generals of the enemy to rifk it; 
they dreaded the King’s afcendant, and our cavalry 
which was almoft all compofed of gentlemen. Their 
whole defign, by this motion, was to engage the 
King to raife the fiege of Laon, by coming to meet 
them, and afterwards to evade a battle, or throw, 
at leaft, in the confufion caufed by their arrival, 
3000 foot and 300 troopers into the place: but as 
we did not know their intention till afterwards, that 
we were informed of it by fome prifoners whom 
we took, it was not doubted but that there would 
be a general action upon the morrow; our two 
camps being fo near, that we heard diftinétly from 
ours, the found of their trumpets, and the fhouts 
of their foldiers. 

In the midft of the ground that feparated us from 
the enemy, there was one fingle hill almoft round, 
which appeared to me of extreme importance to 
the befieged city, if the enemy fhould poflefs them- 
felves of it. The King, who had fent me to recon- 
noitre it, gave me two pieces of cannon, to fup- 
port a regiment that were by his order to poft and 
fortify themfelves there. I caufed a hut to be e- 
rected for myfelf; and when the King came to vift 
this poft, he found every thing in order. The next 
day the enemy making a fhew of greater refolution 
than the evening before, began a fhirmifh with all 
their fmall fhot, and endeavoured to make them- 
felves mafters of a little wood which was between 
the two camps Above fifty thoufand fires of fmall 
arms were given, but with fo litle efect, that Para- 

2 bere, 


5594. OF SULLY. 409 


bere, who came to my hut to fup with me, affured 
me that they had not twenty men flain, nor more 
than twice that number wounded. 

Night coming on during this tumult; and the 
two generals of the enemy’s army, who thought of 
nothing lefs than engaging further, took advantage 
of it to retreat, without noife, to La-Fere. The 
King fuffered them to fly, not to lofe fight of his 
object ; and he contented himfelf with the difgrace 
and the ridicule they had drawn upon themfelves, | 
by making fo much ado about nothing. 
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